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I yron, arehitects,
build.ing owners
and contractors
haue looked. to
Wyatt for superior-
quality interior
construction, From
stunning lobbies, to
impressiue

board rooms, to
inuiting retail
stores, to high-
tech data centers,
to historic
restorations.

Wyatt offers a
single-sourae, uer-
ticalty integrated
"package'
approath to inte-
rior canstruction,
We can do it all -

including floors,
ceilings, walls,
fireproofing,
insulation, mill-
work, caseworh,
eaen'extertor wall
systems,

Far small "one-
of-a-kind" projects
or large-seale,

large-quantity
jobs for any type
of facility, you can
rely on Wyatt for
superior interiors,

VI/YATT
INCORPORATED

lnterior Construclion
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COLUMNS .-
vtewpoint

The Architecture
of otrr profession

is derired not lrom knowldge, br"t tre ability to re$rict com-

pdition, and dewlop artilicial dependencies. Comparatively,

we have wry little real 'p0rc4 to proted our soc@ fom

architedwal 'quads.' fut is ttn question how to get pqvrerfrob Plaltnam, AIA Prosideol

". . . lt is quite impossihle

to consider [w building as one thing, its furnishings

anoker and its xfting and environnent

stillanotrnr. . . "- Frank Lloyd Wright

As I sat down to mite on interior design

licensure or registration, I was continully

lirding mysetl drifting into lar6r questions:

iust wtnt is a profesional omrpdion ard

ntnt really &*mines tte need ls there a bettor way to struc-

ture lh art ard scbru of building? Mary asume ttnt he

profession 0l ar&itcctue as a legally endorsed prolession has

bn arqJnd lor a long tine. Altfrough we can trffi 0r[ r00b

bek cefltur'Es, it tss existed as a hgal ertity onty during

this century.

A libertarian extremist might say that a prolession, ewn when

it aflects public safety and tpalth, does not have to be regu-

lated by government, that standards for prmtice can be adopted

through private organizatiom more effectively. 0thers point lo

the prolessions of law or mdicine and asse{t that tlpir 'power'

- or do we really want it?

"lt is one thing
for intelligent,
critical th inking
professionals to
ernbrace the
challenge of
ne\N design or
construction
technologies,
but is quite
demoralizing
to face
the choking
morass of legal
clutter in our
daily rnzork."

ln the latest issue of Progressive Archilecture this debate

rages on in response to an esuy in tlc May issue, entitled

'Power, Knowledge and ttre Art of Leadership' by Professor

Sharon E. Sutton.

As ttn technology ard legalities ol building becomes more

and more complex, archilects are often caught in the web ol

the question, is knowledge (or information) power? Too often

we see unnecessary complexity in our practice, often qeated

by the papenrvork and knowledge base of the legal system. lt is

one thing lor intelligent, critical thinking prolessionals lo em-

brace tfn challenge ol na,v daign or construdion technolo-

gies, but is quite &moralizing to lace the choking morass ol

legal clutter in our daily work. Most of us grin and bar it

because we are so insanely in love with he art and science

ol building

Ttrc manipulation of inlormation in tlp 'information age" may

change tire whole ball game. With near lrmitless, imlant ac-

ces to inlormation just around tirc corner, will the ) 22

ln This lssue
I nteriors Portfo! io ----------------..- 6

An inside look at some 0l lhe best and brightest projects

by Pittsburgh-area f irms.

The Plot Thickens ----------------- 1 O

An update on why architects'liability may be extended

when involving the Commonwealth.

'Burgh Builders Exchange --.--14
Over a century old, the PBE looks to the luture with an

architect at the helm.
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