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PJ.DICK

Building The Future And Making A Difference.

Our heritage of skill and reliability in the Midfield Terminal Projects at Greater '
construction industry reaches back over 70 Pittsburgh International Airport ($90 million)
years. As a separate, independent company
since 1979, P]D has been committed to

making a difference by building parts of the

Phase II construction work at Son
Corporation’s Westmoreland County television

future in Western Pennsylvania. facility ($9 million)

Today, our experience and capabilities are 1000-cell medium-security state prison in
at work on a number of major assignments, Somerset County ($100 million)
including...

Additions and renovations for Fox Chapel

Washington County Criminal Justice Center, Area Schools ($14.5 million)

parking garage, vehicle-maintenance

facility and plaza renovations ($16.4 million) We're proud of our link to the past and we're
proud to be making a difference by building
part of this region’s future.

PJ.DICK
INCORPORATED

BUILDER & CONSTRUCTION MANAGER
P.O. BOX 98100 PITTSBURGH, PA 15227-0100 (412) 462-9300

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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ponent of the American Institute of Archi-
tects and the Pennsylvania Society of Archi-
tects. The objective of the Chapter is to im-
prove, for society, the quality of the built
environment by further raising the stan-
dards of architectural education, training
and practice; fostering design excellence;
and promoting the value of architectural
services to the public. ATA membership is
open to all registered architects, architec-
tural interns, and a limited number of pro-
fessionals in supporting fields. Chapter
Headquarters: CNG Tower, 625 Liberty
Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15222 Telephone: 412/
471-9548; FAX: 412/471-9501.
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Connie Cantor/Executive Editor
Dennis McFadden/Feature Writer
Drue Miller/Production Manager
Tom Lavelle/Advertising Manager

Editorial Board

Douglas L. Shuck, AIA

William Brocious, AIA

Edward Dapper, intern member
Alan L. Fishman, AIA

Anthony G. Poli, ATA

Chuck Shane, prof. affiliate
Deepak Wadhwani, AIA

COLUMNS is published by, and primarily
for, the members of the Pittsburgh Chapter
of the American Institute of Architects.
Preference may be given to the selection of
works, articles, opinions, letters, etc. of
members for publication. However, in the
interest of furthering the goals of the Chap-
ter, as stated monthly at the top of the
masthead and in the membership directory,
COLUMNS will publish the names of and
properly credit non-members, whether as
participants in the design of works submit-
ted by a member, or as designers of their
own work, or as authors of articles, opinions
or letters.

Opinions expressed by editors and contribu-
tors are not necessarily those of the Pitts-
burgh Chapter, AIA. The Chapter has made
every reasonable effort to provide accurate
and authoritative information, but assumes
no liability for the contents.
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View Point: Towards an Urban Agenda
Rob Pfaffmann, AlA, President

“We Architects and Planners are not the visible symbols of oppression like the
military or the police. We're more sophisticated, more educated, more socially
conscious than the generals—We're the soft cops.”

—Robert Goodman, “After the Planners” published in 1971.

Every so often an event occurs that causes me to become temporarily quite
cynical about the relevance of our profession. This most recent episode con-
sisted of three not-so-disparate events: The AIA Convention, the Commu-

nity Design Center’s New Urban Housing Competition and the civil unrest in Los Angeles. As these three
events interacted in my mind one evening, I grabbed a musty old copy of a book from my bookshelf entitled
“After the Planners” by Robert Goodman. It was required reading in a freshman course at Syracuse called
“ARC 145: Social, Economic and Political Factors in Design.” Although full of 1960’s anti-establishment
rhetoric, the book’s attack struggled with the same things I had on my mind that evening: the nation’s

urban policy (in this case, Nixon) and affordable housing (in one case called “Guerrilla Architecture”).

Earlier this year at the end of Grassroots (our annual leadership conference in DC), a group of the largest

urban chapters gathered to discuss what could be done to focus our collective attention on the critical

issues overwhelming our urban areas. Ironically, in light of the events of the last week, it was the Los

Angeles’ Chapter representatives vocal dominance of the meeting that could be read as a warning in

retrospect.

The end result of that meeting was a resolution calling for the adoption of an “urban agenda” by National.

That resolution, a general but important list of whereases, has been sponsored by Philadelphia and

Pittsburgh. The resolution preparation and attendant form work is the work of Alan Greenberger, Presi-

dent of the Philadelphia Chapter.

Last month, the Chapter’s Board voted to co-sponsor the resolution (the full text of the resolution and its

sponsors appear on the following page).
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