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PJ.DICK
A Trusted Leader
In Healthcare Construction.
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In the demanding,
specialized field of healthcare
construction, PJD has built its
leadership reputation on a
heritage of experience, skill
and trust reaching back over
70 years. Hospitals and others
rely on PJD for both large and
small jobs because they know
we understand the distinctive
needs and sensitivities of
their business.
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Reflecting the level of trust
we have earned with
healthcare providers, PJD is
currently working on
significant assignments for
several Pittsburgh-area
hospitals. In the past we have
built and managed healthcare
construction and renovation
projects valued at more than
$250 million.

Experience, skill and trust.
The foundations of PJD’s
leadership in healthcare
construction.
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AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER




The Pitisburgh Chapter AIA serves 12 West-
ern Pennsylvania counties as the local com-
ponent of the American Institute of Archi-
tects and the Pennsylvania Society of Archi-
tects. The objective of the Chapter is to im-
prove, for society, the quality of the built
environment by further raising the stan-
dards of architectural education, training
and practice; fostering design excellence;
and promoting the value of architectural
services to the public. AIA membership is
open to all registered architects, architec-
tural interns, and a limited number of pro-
fessionals in supporting fields. Chapter
Headquarters: CNG Tower, 625 Liberty
Ave,, Pittsburgh, PA 15222 Telephone: 412/
471-9548; FAX: 412/471-9501.
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COLUMNS is published ten times a year by
the Pittsburgh Chapter AIA in association
with the Cantor Group. Telephone: 412/661-
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COLUMNS is published by, and primarily
for, the members of the Pittsburgh Chapter
of the American Institute of Architects.
Preference may be given to the selection of
works, articles, opinions, letters, etc. of
members for publication. However, in the
interest of furthering the goals of the Chap-
ter, as stated monthly at the top of the
masthead and in the membership directory,
COLUMNS will publish the names of and
properly credit non-members, whether as
participants in the design of works submit-
ted by a member, or as designers of their
own work, or as authors of articles, opinions
or letters.

Opinions expressed by editors and contribu-
tors are not necessarily those of the Pitts-
burgh Chapter, AIA. The Chapter has made
every reasonable effort to provide accurate
and authoritative information, but assumes
no liability for the contents.
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View Point: A Preservation Sermon
Rob Pfaffmann, AlA, President

“The American Institute of Architects believes that preservation of historic
resources and their environments deserves high priority among the nation’s

programs and goals.”

This excerpt from 1991 National AIA Public Policy Directory sounds good,
like Mom & apple pie. But until the historic rehab tax credits and Quincy
Market caught our attention, many architects were more than willing to see

the headache ball fly. Our membership was no exception. Our less shining

moments often come in the form of a quiet noninvolvement or as in the case of 1960 urban renewal efforts,

active advocacy. Do you know the Chapter once advocated demolition of the County Jail?

The profession is not without its heroes: In 1932, the first major major survey of Western PA’s architec-
tural heritage was conducted by Charles M. Stotz (founder of MCF). More recently the general public
associates the work of John Martine, AIA (our Historic Resources Chair) with a strong commitment to the
revitalization of our urban neighborhoods such as Southside.

It is this uneven commitment to the preservation of our heritage and community that is typical of our
profession as a whole. It is very easy to lash out and say that our lack of leadership indicates a lack of real

conviction to architectural and planning principles.

The truth, as with most things in life, lies somewhere in-between; between our professional negligence,

rationalization on one hand and our clients’ ignorance or economic hardship on the other.

Reality is that the business of designing and building always requires some sort of compromise. The
politics of preservation can put architects in a variety of circumstances, each with a difficult, often no-win

situation:

Do we dare refuse a commission because it contradicts our professional principles?
Do we rationalize a demolition because “one more won't hurt?”
Do we let our egos speak and say “we’ll design a better one in its place?”

Do we complain that historic ordinances “prevent us from doing great work?” &=
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