
I

$i

t

VOLUME 6, NO. 2 THE PITTSBURGH CHAPTER AMENCAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS FEBRUARY 1992



COLUMNS

Above: Ladbroke's third Offtrack Betting Facility
in [Iarmarville.

Arch.: Bun Hill Kosar Rittelrnann Assoc.

Jeffco Construction Co.
PROFESSIONAL BUILDERS

INSIDE AND OUT
olfering:

Expertise in pre-construction planning
and complete construction services.

assuring:
Reputable experience. reliability. high
standards and stabilitv.

guarq nteeing:

Quality with time and cost elficiency on
every construction project.

We invite -t,our inspection of our current and completed projects.

Call Dave Harchuck: 41217 3l-5900

Jeffco Construction Co.
GE N E RAL CONTRACTOR/CONSTRUCTION MANAGER

JcfTco Building. I 133 S. Braddock Avenue. (Regent Square) Pittsburgh. PA 15218
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The World's Most Popular Design and Drafting Program
On One Of The World's Most Powerful Workstations.

AutoCAD Release 11 0n the sun sPARcstation" lPc.
Complete Ready-To-Run System.

Wh"th", you need o stond olone CAD seot or o
network thot ollows work groups to shore informotion

ond resources, the SPARCstotion IPC ond AutoCAD
Rel. 1 

'l provides the perfect system.

Best of oll, this high performonce workstotion is

ovoiloble ot o surprisingly low cost from Compuler
Reseorch, lnc., the tri-stote's lorgest CAD systems

supplier.

ln oddition to soles of CAD hordwore ond softwore,
Computer Reseorch provides oll the technicol support,
service ond troining thot you'll need to get the most

out of your Sun/AutoCAD system.

*To order the SPARCstation IPC with AutoCAD

Release 1l or to set up a demo of this powerful, easy-

to-use workstation, call CRI and talk to one of our

CAD professionals.

BESE/lBCll inc
2fi) Corporate Center Drive
Coraopolis, PA 15108'3100

(4r2) 262-4430

&
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Value
Added
Reseiler

Sun Microdystems and the Sun logo are re8istered tEdemarks and SPARCatation b a tBdeEark of Sun Microqsteos, Inc

A
AUTOCAD.
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Itr Ptlbbq$ Choder AA serves 12 WesL

ern Pennsylvania munties as the local mm-

pnent of the American Institute of Archi-

tects and the Pennsylvania Society ofArchi-

tects. The objective of the Chapter is to im-

prove, for society, the quality of the built

envimnment by further raising the sfan-

dards of anhitectural education, training

and practice; fostering ilesign excellence;

and promoting the value of arthitectural

services to the public. AIA membership is

open to all registtreil architects, arthifec-

tural interns, and a linuted number of pro

fessionals in supporting fields. Chapter

Headquarters: CNG Tower, 625 Liberty

Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15222 Telephone: 41/
4?1-9548; FNC 41?J471-9501.

Chpler O{cer
fubert S. Pfallmann, AIA, President

Douglas C. Berryman, AIA lst V. President

Alan Weiskopf, AId 2nd V. Pnsident

IGren A Loyson, AId Secretary

Deepak Wadhwani, AId Treasurer

Anne Swager, Executive Director

COTUMNS is published ten times a year by

the Pittsburgh Chapter AIA in association

with the Cantor Gmup. Telephone: 411661-

373a; FNt 4146614281.

Connie Cantor/Executive Editor

&cky PenogliettoTeature Wribr

Drue Miller/Pmduction Manager

Tom lavelle/Advertising Manager

Edlcid Bo<rd

Douglas L. Shuck, AIA

William Brccious, AIA

Edward Dapper, assoc. member

A.ian L Fishman, AIA

Anthony G. Poli, AIA

Chuck Shane, pmf. alfiliate

Deepak Wadhwani, AIA

COLUMNS is published 6y, and primarily

/or, the members of the Pittsburgh Chapter

of the American Institute of Arthitects.

Preference may be given to the selection of

works, articles, opinions, letters, etc. of

members for publication. However, in the

interest of furthering the goals of the Chap

ter, as slated monthly at the top of the

masthead and in the membership dircctoty,

COLUMNS will publish the names of anil

pmperly credit non-members, whether as

participants in the design of works submib

ted by a member, or as designers of their

own work, or as authors ofarticles, opinions

or letters.

Opinions expressed by editors and contribu-

tors are not necessarily those of the Pitts'

burgh Chapter, AIA The Chapter has made

every reasonable effort to prrcvide accurate

and authoribative information, but assumes

no liability for the contents.

View Poinl: Speciolizotion is for lnsecls
Rob Pfoffmonn, AlA, Presidenl

It's usually the second question after someone discovers you arc an archi-

tect at a social event: "Iilhat kind of architect are you?'

We have all experienced this innocent question from non-architects; the

general expectation is that we must have a specialty. The answer they e)eect:
oI do houses'or "I do hospitals.' People expect a specific answer because

they are accustomd to the proliferation of specialists in everyday life. the
examples we all can relate to are in the medical profession: Cardiologists for

your brcken heart. Neurclogists for your burnedout brain.

Given a choice, I suspect most of us do not want to specinlize; it is the

nature of our education as architects to be generalists; to explore the frrll breadth of our profession filrm a

simple cottage in the country to a complex megastructure in the city.

Based on recent reports from AIA National, the orgenizsfiea has decided that the increased fragmentation

of the profession into specialized areas of practice should be addressed in the coming year. What is the

state ofspecialization in architecture? Should we encotuage it? Is it affecting the long-term viability ofour

profession?

The internal debate is an invigorating one. We can go on and on about the impact of mmplex tcchnologies

on our profession and the services we provide. We can talk about the need for inceased teamwork: sit€

selection spcialists, prcgrnmming specialists, estimating specialists, preconstruction consultants, light'

ing designers, color consultants, acousticians, even architect selection specialists! Will this list pow until

there is theoretically nothing left of our profession? Or are we Ieft closer to the romantic idea of the

architect as poet? Others say we will be frre€d to be the generalist orthestrator ofall these specialities,

This side of the debate sees the arrhitect rcturning to a clear role as leader, freed from the ovenrhelming

feeling of 'knowing virtually nothing about everything!'

The external hlluences on this debate arc mone complicated and political. Someone outside the profession

(a client, an interior designer, a construction manager, a political bean counter) aslts why the architcct

should be the team leader-afur all, he's just interested in 'decorating the shed''

In a recent book by the New York Building Arts Forum entitled Brifuing thz Gop: Rcthinhing the Rda-

tionship Betuteen tlu Arthitect and. Engincer the debate ragps on with no clear answen except a corsensus

that communication, understanding and teamwork will mitigate the negative effects of modem misunder-

standings about architecture.

The AIA should be commended for attempting to put this issue on the front burner. However, Im afraid

about the potential conclusions: If you re a laboratory designer you get one set of services fiom the AIA; If
you design houses you get another. It's easy to feel overwhelmed by the amount ofinformation needed in

our profession; I'm just not stu€ I want someone else to sort it out for me.

Other questions will come up: In trying to keep pace with the exponentially spiraling technical requirc-

ments of building, do we professionally recognize specialities? Do we require continuing education for

membership? Will others answer them for us by taking the lead (new professions of Interior Desip,

Construction Management, Facilities Management, etc.)?

The trend to specialization is getting stronger. Our current generations will determine whether the profes-

sion is relevant into the next century or whether it will become an obscure, exclusive cottage industry

called upon as a minor consultant in the building process.

As one ofmy college design critics used to love to sniff, "specialization is for insects!' fu

0n thg COVeI fne N4ccormick McCorthydesigned Pitlsburgh Corning Corporotion h€odquort€rs

in Plum Boro shimmers in the sunlighl. Story on poge 6. Pholo bY Dennls Morslco.
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VIERSA-IL@K

D Durable Concrete

tr lnterlocking Units

O Dry Stack Rock Finish

- Tan, Brown, Grey

tr Commercialand
Residential Use

tr EconomicalCurved
or Strapht Wall
Applications

O Steps

D 90o Corners

Yes, please send me
more information about
VERSA.LOKTM

Address 

-

@

"h ilPA$ 80.

RETAINING WALL SYSTEMS

City

Company

Srare 

- 

Zip

Phone (

816 Railroad Street
Springdale, PA 15144
Pgh: (412) 362-3800
West PA : 1 -800 -872-7 31 0

\IRT
WILLIAM R.
THORNTON
Ph.D., P.E.

Consultant
ln
Acoustics
ancl
Noise

250 Shagbark Drive
R D #1 Cheswick, PA 15024
(412) 265-2000

Youn
Pnnrruen
IN DESrcru

STEELCASE, STOW & DAVIS, BRAYTON
INTERNATIONAL, VECTA CONTRACT,
ATELIER INTERNATIONAL DESIGN TEX,
METBOPOLITAN, KIMBALL, DAVIS,
CCN, OAVID EDWARD, HESCO,...

FULL SERVICE DESIGN STAFF TO
ASSIST WITH SPACE PLANNING,
DRAFTING and SPECIFYING

DELIVERY and INSTALLATI0N

RELIABLE CUSTOMER SERVICE

GENERAL OFFICE SUPPLIES and
MACHINES

rr{G'

825 FIFTH AVENUE
NEWKENSINGTON, PA

FAX: 339-1330 (412) 339-75s5

207 MARKET STREtrT
KITTANNING, PA

FAX: 545.2649 (412) s48-4138

SERVING THE GREATER PITTSBURGH
ABEA SINCE 1927

. A New Technology
Abrasive wlter$ cutthg is a process utitizing a high intensity jet stream of
water mixed with abrasives to cut virtually any maleria with excellent cut
finish. This.new prccess p.Iltt-r aesisn of any-shape or pattern, including
inlays and inside corners, which are imposslble by conventional cutting
techniques.

. Benefits
o Ornni directional cutting easily handles complex shapes.
. Narrow kerf width permlts inlaid designs.
. lan program-directly from sketches oiartwork using vision or digitizing
o In-house quaiity assurance meets MILJ45208A sAn"dards.

. Versotility
Hydro-I azer; Inc. has experience and expertise in cutting a variety of materials
and products for various customers including prrG Induitries, Dipont, Eastern
Architectural, Intemational steel, Tyler Eleva[or products and Fa-lconer glass
Industries.

I-IYDRO-IAZER, lNC.

COMPUTERIZED WATEUET CUTTING
Custom Cufting Services for Ardritecfural Materials

5&5 William Pitt Way, Pittsbulgh, PA 15238
(4tZ)82G3W. FAX (412) UG3%L
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