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Jeffco Construction Co.

PROFESSIONAL BUILDERS
INSIDE AND OUT

offering:

Expertise in pre-construction planning

and complete construction services.
assuring:

Reputable experience, reliability, high

standards and stability.

W guaranteeing:

iy (Quality with time and cost efficiency on
every construction project.

We invite your inspection of our current and completed projects.

Call Dave Harchuck: 412/731-5900
Qbﬁ::;l;ﬁﬁtke‘s third Offtrack Betting ac:hty J effc 0 C 0 n St I'U ct i O n C 0 .

GENERAL CONTRACTOR/CONSTRUCTION MANAGER
Jeffco Building, 1133 S. Braddock Avenue. (Regent Square) Pittsburgh, PA 15218

Arch.: Burt Hill Kosar Rittelmann Assoc.

The World’s Most Popular Design and Drafting Program
On One Of The World’s Most Powerful Workstations.

AutoCAD Release 11 on the Sun SPARCstation” IPC.
Complete Ready-To-Run System.

Whether you need a stand alone CAD seat or a
network that allows work groups to share information
and resources, the SPARCstation IPC and AutoCAD
Rel. 11 provides the perfect system.

Best of all, this high performance workstation is
available at a surprisingly low cost from Computer
Research, Inc., the tri-state’s largest CAD systems
supplier.

In addition to sales of CAD hardware and software,
Computer Research provides all the technical support,
service and training that you'll need to get the most
out of your Sun/AutoCAD system.

*To order the SPARCstation IPC with AutoCAD
Release 11 or to set up a demo of this powerful, easy- Value @{ ;L’DMPIII'EH
to-use workstation, call CRI and talk to one of our Added RESEARCH inc
CAD professionals. sun  Reseller 200 Corporate Center Drive
Coraopolis, PA 15108-3100
Sun Microsystems and the Sun logo are registered trademarks and SPARCstation is a trademark of Sun Microsystems, Inc. (412) 262-4430

2 A February 1992



The Pitisburgh Chapter AlA serves 12 West-
ern Pennsylvania counties as the local com-
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View Point: Specialization is for Insects
Rob Pfaffmann, AlA, President

It's usually the second question after someone discovers you are an archi-
tect at a social event: “What kind of architect are you?”

We have all experienced this innocent question from non-architects; the
general expectation is that we must have a specialty. The answer they expect:
“I do houses” or “I do hospitals.” People expect a specific answer because
they are accustomed to the proliferation of specialists in everyday life. The
examples we all can relate to are in the medical profession: Cardiologists for
your broken heart. Neurologists for your burned-out brain.

Given a choice, I suspect most of us do not want to specialize; it is the
nature of our education as architects to be generalists; to explore the full breadth of our profession from a
simple cottage in the country to a complex megastructure in the city.

Based on recent reports from AIA National, the organization has decided that the increased fragmentation
of the profession into specialized areas of practice should be addressed in the coming year. What is the
state of specialization in architecture? Should we encourage it? Is it affecting the long-term viability of our
profession?

The internal debate is an invigorating one. We can go on and on about the impact of complex technologies
on our profession and the services we provide. We can talk about the need for increased teamwork: site
selection specialists, programming specialists, estimating specialists, preconstruction consultants, light-
ing designers, color consultants, acousticians, even architect selection specialists! Will this list grow until
there is theoretically nothing left of our profession? Or are we left closer to the romantic idea of the
architect as poet? Others say we will be freed to be the generalist orchestrator of all these specialities.

This side of the debate sees the architect returning to a clear role as leader, freed from the overwhelming
feeling of “knowing virtually nothing about everything!”

The external influences on this debate are more complicated and political. Someone outside the profession
(a client, an interior designer, a construction manager, a political bean counter) asks why the architect
should be the team leader—after all, he’s just interested in “decorating the shed.”

In a recent book by the New York Building Arts Forum entitled Bridging the Gap: Rethinking the Rela-
tionship Between the Architect and Engineer the debate rages on with no clear answers except a consensus
that communication, understanding and teamwork will mitigate the negative effects of modern misunder-
standings about architecture.

The AIA should be commended for attempting to put this issue on the front burner. However, I'm afraid
about the potential conclusions: If you're a laboratory designer you get one set of services from the AIA; If
you design houses you get another. It's easy to feel overwhelmed by the amount of information needed in
our profession; I'm just not sure I want someone else to sort it out for me.

Other questions will come up: In trying to keep pace with the exponentially spiraling technical require-
ments of building, do we professionally recognize specialities? Do we require continuing education for
membership? Will others answer them for us by taking the lead (new professions of Interior Design,
Construction Management, Facilities Management, etc.)?

The trend to specialization is getting stronger. Our current generations will determine whether the profes-
sion is relevant into the next century or whether it will become an obscure, exclusive cottage industry
called upon as a minor consultant in the building process.

As one of my college design critics used to love to sniff, “Specialization is for insects!” i
On the Cover The McCormick McCarthy-designed Pittsburgh Coming Corporation headquarters

in Plum Boro shimmers in the sunlight. Story on page 6. Photo by Dennis Marsico.
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VERSA-LOK"®

RETAINING WALL SYSTEMS

Q Durable Concrete
Interlocking Units

Q Dry Stack Rock Finish
— Tan, Brown, Grey

O

Q Commercial and
Residential Use

O Economical Curved
or Straight Wall
Applications

Q Steps
Q 90° Corners

Yes, please send me
more information about
VERSA-LOK™

Name

WRT

WILLIAM R.
THORNTON
Ph.D., PE.

Consultant
in
Acoustics
and

Noise

250 Shagbark Drive
R D #1 Cheswick, PA 15024
(412) 265-2000

YOUuR
PARTNER
IN DESIGN

STEELCASE, STOW & DAVIS, BRAYTON
INTERNATIONAL, VECTA CONTRACT,
ATELIER INTERNATIONAL, DESIGN TEX,
METROPOLITAN, KIMBALL, DAVIS,

CCN, DAVID EDWARD, HESCO,...

FULL SERVICE DESIGN STAFF TO
ASSIST WITH SPACE PLANNING,
DRAFTING and SPECIFYING

DELIVERY and INSTALLATION
RELIABLE CUSTOMER SERVICE

GENERAL OFFICE SUPPLIES and
MACHINES

AL Nc-
eriRu
pﬂoo 825 FIFTH AVENUE

NEW KENSINGTON, PA
FAX: 339-1330 (412) 339-7555

207 MARKET STREET
KITTANNING, PA
FAX: 545-2649 (412) 548-4138

SERVING THE GREATER PITTSBURGH
AREA SINCE 1927

Company

Address

City

State Zip

Phone ( )

RI
: AMPUS CO.

816 Railroad Street
Springdale, PA 15144
Pgh: (412) 362-3800
West PA:1-800-872-7310

COMPUTERIZED WATERJET CUTTING

Custom Cutting Services for Architectural Materials

* A New Technology

Abrasive waterjet cutting is a process utilizing a high intensity jet stream of
water mixed with abrasives to cut virtually any material with excellent cut
finish. This new process permits design of any shape or pattern, including
inlays and inside corners, which are impossible by conventional cutting

techniques.

e Benefits

* Omni directional cutting easily handles complex shapes.

* Narrow kerf width permits inlaid designs.

* Can program directly from sketches or artwork using vision or digitizing
* In-house quality assurance meets MIL-I-45208A standards.

® Versatility

Hydro-Lazer, Inc. has experience and expertise in cutting a variety of materials
and products for various customers including PPG Industries, DuPont, Eastern
Architectural, International Steel, Tyler Elevator Products and Falconer glass

HYDRO-LAZER, INC.

Industries.

585 William Pitt Way, Pittsburgh, PA 15238
(412) 826-3900 » FAX (412) 826-3901
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