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Youn
Panrruen
rru DesGN

STEELCASE, STOW & DAVIS, BRAYTON

INTERNATIONAL, VECTA CONTRACT,
ATELIEH INTERNATIONAL, DESIGN TEX,
METROPOLITAN, KIMBALL, DAVIS,
CCN, DAVID EDWARD, HESCO, ..

FULL SERVICE DESIGN STAFF TO
ASSIST WITH SPACE PLANNING,

DRAFTING and SPECIFYING

DELIVERY and INSTALLATION

RELIABLE CUSTOMER SERVICE

GENERAL OFFICE SUPPLIES and

MACHINES

rNG'

825 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW KENSINGTON, PA

FAX: 339-1330 (41 2) 339-7s5s

207 MARKET STREET
KITTANNING, PA

FAX: 545-2649 (412) 548-4138

SERVING THE GREATER PITTSBURGH
AREA SINCE 1927

Turning this page
makes more noise

than our heat pumps
and air conditioners.

Ductless Wall Mounted
Split Air Conditioner

A mmsuarsHr ELEcrRrc
TECHNICALLY, ANYTHING IS POSSIBTE

COMFORT SUPPLY, INC.
150 Krsow Drive Pittsburgh, PA 15205

(41 2) 921-6600 Fax'. (412) 922-9977

DISTRIBUTORS OF QUALITY
HEATING & COOLING PRODUCTS

AIATrust

M
LB_S-"8

Call for
free
information
to save

on Life
Insurance
and

Major
Medical
Plans

Commended
by the

National AIA
1-800-343-2972

The American lnstitute
of Architects
Benef it lnsurance Trust

The World's Most Popular Design and Drafting Program
On One Of The World's Most PowerfulWorkstations.

AutoCAD Release 11 on the Sun SPARCstation* lPC.
Complete Ready-To-Run System.

Whether you need o stond olone CAD seot or o
network thot ollows work groups to shore informotion
ond resources, the SPARCstotion IPC ond AutoCAD
Rel. I I provides the perfect system.

Best of oll, this high performonce workstotion is

ovoiloble ot o surprisingly low cost from Computer
Reseorch, lnc., the tri-stote's lorgest CAD systems

supplier.

ln oddition to soles of CAD hordwore ond softwore,
Compuler Reseorch provides oll the technicol supporl,
service ond troining thot you'll need to get the most

out of your Sun/AutoCAD system.

\ralue
Added

9u4 Reseller

Sun Microsystems aod tbc Sun logo arc registered tmdemarks aDd SPARCrtarion is a rrademark of Sun Microrystem3, Inq

*To order the SPARCstotion IPC witlt AUoCAD
Release 11 or to set up a dento of thts powerful, easy-

to-use workstation, call CRI and talk to one of our

CAD professionals.

fiIESE/UICH inc
2ff) Corporate Center Drive
Coraopolis, PA 15108-3100

(4L2) 262-4430

&

mt
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2 t January 1992

@



COLUI\ANS
Ihe Pithbutgh Chopter AIA serves 12 West-

ern Pennsylvania counties as the local com-

ponent of the American Instilute of Archi-

tccts and the Pennsylvania Society ofArchi-

tects. The objective of the Chapter is to im-

prove, for society, the quaLity of the built

environment by further raising the stan-

dards of architectural education, training

and practice; lostering design excellcnce;

and promoting the value of architectural

scwices to thc public. AIA membership is

open to aJ1 registered architects, architec-

tural interns, and a }imited number of pro

fcssionals in supporting fields. Chapter

Headquarters: CNG Tower, 625 Liberty

Ave., Pittsburgh, P A L5222 Telephone: 41l
471-9548; FAX 412/471-9501.

Chopler Oflicers

Robert S. Pfaflmann, AIA, President

Douglas C. Berryman, AIA, lst V, President

Alan Weiskopf, AIA, 2nd V. hesident

Karen A. Loyson, AIA, Secretary

Dcepak Wadhwani, AIA, Treasurer

Anne Swager, Executive Director

COLUMNS is pub)ished ten times a year by

ihe Pittsbwgh Chaptcr AIA in association

with the Cantor Gmup. Telephone: 412/661-

3734; FAJ( 412/ffi1{'287.

Connie Cantor/Executive Editor

Bccky Fenoglietto{Feature Writer

Drue Miller/Prrduction Manager

Tom Lavelle/Advertising Manager

Ediloriol Boord

Doug)as L. Shuck, AIA

Willam Brocious, AIA

Edward Dappcr, assoc. member

Alan L. Fishman, AIA

Anthony G. Poli, AIA

Chuck Shane, pmf alliliate

Dcepak Wadhwari, AIA

COLUMNS is pub)ished by, and primarily

/or, the members of the Pittsburgh Chapter

of the American Institule of Architects.

Prcftrence may be given to the selection of

works, articles, opinions, letters, ett. of

members for publication. However, in the

intercst offurthering the goals ofthe Chap-

ter, as statcd monthly at the top ol the

masthead and in the membership directory,

C0LUMNS will publish the names of aad

properly credit non-memben, whether as

participants in the design ofworl<s submit-

ted by a member, or as designers of their

own work, or as authors ofarticles, opinions

or letten.

0pinions expressed by editors and contribu-

lors arc nol necessarily those of the PitB-

burgh Chapter, AIA. the Chapter has made

every reasonable effort h provide accurate

and authoritative information, but assumes

no liability for the contents.

View Poinl: Thoughts on the AIA
Rob Pfoffmonn, AlA, Presidenl

"The Artist fashions himself in that ceaseless oscillation from himself to

others, midway betuteen beauty he cannot d.o without and the con'Lmunity

from which he cannot tcar himself. This is why the true artist scorns noth-

ing. They force themselues to understand rather than judgiog."

- Nbert Camus

It seems appropriate to kick offmy term as president by giving you my

personal thoughts on theAIA. I, like many architects, am not without strong

opinions about what makes great architecture. Likewise, most arrhitects

seem to have pretty strong opilions about the AIA. The opinions range from the cynical ('it's just an old boys

club') to the self-interested ('Just give me a design award andAIA after my name.")

When I joined as a freshly minted architect in 1983, I was new to Pittsburgh and had many cynical

opinions, sometimes justified, sometimes not. Tb give you added perspective, I grew up in the politicaily

active time and place ofMassachusetts in the 60s and 70s, which I suspect results in my more activist orien-

tation. "Question authority.'tf you're not part of the solution, you're part of the problem."You know the

lines.

My own views of the Chapber priorities are typically divided into two categories:

Architects: our professional 'self-interest'or practice issues such as licensing, selection prccesses, etc.

Architects need professional support syst€ms such as communications, documents, and professional devel-

opment semin66. If we do nothing else, these thinp must work to support our livelihood. I consider these

tasks basics that must be established and maintained before we decide to undertake the more challenging

efforts at education and advocacy for architecture.

Architecture: The reason we are architects. We sometimes forget that our profession is not weil under-

stood by the general public. It needs explanation, education, advocacy. Examples are public awards pro-

grams, design charettes, commentary in the press, public forums, and other types of outreach to the commu-

nity at large. The Remaking Cities RUDAT, being the mother of all examples locally, needn't prevent us from

taking on smaller efforts.

We should not be afraid of the diversity of our yiews-we need a voice for quality architecture and plan-

ning in government (it is a disgrace that there are no architects on the planning commission). We need to

manage as a profession our collective image (let's make sure that architect jokes never resemble lawyer

jokes). We also need to strengthen our relations with the many other organizations that should be our natu-

ral allies. I intend to make efforts to clari$ and strengthen our relations with allied design professionals

(ASLA,ASID, APA), preservation and urban policy groups (PIil,R Preservation Pittsburgh, Historic Review

Commission), Community Design Center (I participate on the board), governmental agencies (DCR URA)

and of course, politicians (anyone interested in organizing informal breakfast meetings?)

As my predecessor Doug Berrlman so eloquently pointed out in this mlumns last year, we need to reach

out to show the hidden VAI1IE ofow services, whether it be insights into the construction process or the

impact of good desiga. The Chapter can play an important part il showing our potential clients the value of

archibects and architecture.

None of the above will happen if WE don't participate. The resources that are most diffrcult to come by

for this Chapter are people's time. We all have good ideas floating arrcund in our heads; the question is, do we

have the will and desire tl act upon them? iiiii

0n thg COYeI Oofnnd's Eye ond Eor lnsiitule Medicol Office Building, designed by lKM, lnc. Slory on poge 6.
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\IRT
WILLIAM R.
THORNTON
Ph.D., P.E.

Consultant
IN

ancl
Acoustics

Noise

250 Shagbark Drive
R D #1 Cheswick, PA 15024
(412) 265-2000

DESIGNERS
EDUCATORS

RESEArcHERS

CONSULTANTS
IN

IEARNING . TEACHING
ENVIRONMENTS

1222 PALO ALTO STREET
PITTSBURGH, PA 15212

412/231-B5BB

BENNETT SUPPLY COMPANY

Casework and Cabinetry
Blum l-*ardware

Braewood Veneers
Wilsonaft

Lumber

,Fir Fl

Like

Kentucky Wood Floors
Permagrain

Unfinished Oak & Maple

BETH BERTUS
Architectural Specialist

41 782-4500 c 242-3738

Above Locust Valley Nursine HoEE
Ownen Inteqpted tlealth Seivices
Architect Iniovina & Associrhs

Jeffco Construction Co.
PROFESSIONAL BUILDERS

INSIDE AND OUT
olfering:

Expertise in pre-construction planning
and complete construction services.

assuring:
Reputable experience, reliability, high
standards and stability.

guaranteeing:

Quality with time and cost efficiency on
every construction project.

we tnvtte .your inspection of our cu*ent and completed projects.
Call Dave Harchuck: 4l2l73l-5900

Jeffco Construction Co.
GE N E RAL CONTRACTOR/CONSTRUCTION MANAGE R

JeffcoBuilding. I 133 S. Braddock A'enue. (Regent Squarey piusburgh. pA l52rg
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