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THE BEST OF NEOCON
1991

VENETIAN
Cold Award, Seating, Sota and Chairs Catcgory

MITRE
Silver Award. Desks Category

Kimball, a winner for the second year in a row!

This major product competition featured the
best new office furnishings introduced to the contract

market during NEOCON 1991.

The Best of NEOCON l99l is co-sponsored
by Facilities Design and Management magazine and the

International Facility Management Association.
A distinguishedjury of leading

facility executives judged each entry on:
Functionality, Flexibility, euality/Durability and

Aesthetics/Style.

For more information on these award-winning products,
contact

Wright Office Furniture Inc.
916 Penn Avenue, Pittsburgh, 412.4j1.2'tOO
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c0ruMNs
Ihe Piftsh.rgh Chofle AA eewee 12 West-

ern Pennsylvania counties as the local com-

ponent of the American Ingtitutc of Afthi-
tects and the Pennaylvania Saiety of Anhi-

tectr. ltre objective of the Chaphr fu !o im-

prcve, for aociety, the quality of the built

envircnment by further rajsing the strn-

dardg of archit€.turd education, training

anil practice; foetering ilesign excellence;

and pmmoting the value of $thit€cturai

serviceg to the public. AIA membenhip ia

open to all rcgistcred architfcts, architec-

tural interne, and a limited number of pro

feesionalr in suppcrting fields. Chapter

Headquarten: CNG Tower, 625 Liberty

Ave., Pittebrngh, PA 15222 Telephone: 41/
471-9548; FAX 411471-9501.

Chopler Oticert
Douglar C. Berryrnan, AIA Prcsident

Rohrt S. Pfaffrnann, AIA bt V, Brcsident

Jamer Johnson, AIA 2nd V. Prtsident

Douglas L. Shuck, AIA S€cret ry
Stcphen Quick, AId Treaeurer

Anne Swager, Erecutive Direcbr

Edlo.lsl Boord

Douglar L. $uck, AIA

Manha &rger, AIA

William Brociouo, AIA

Edward Dapper, aste. member

Alan L. Fighman, AIA

Shashi Pat€I, AIA

Anthony G. Poli, AIA

Deepak Wadhwani, AIA

COTUMNS ir publirhed by, and pdmarily

/or, the members ofthe Pittrbur$ Chapter

of the American Institute of Anhitects.

Pnference may be given to the selection of

workr, artidea, opinionr, letten, eh. of

memben fo publication. However, in the

interret of fidherhg the goale of the Chap

ter, ar etated monthly at the top of the

masthesd and in the membenhip dinclory,

COtt MNS rill publirh the namea of ard

properly medit non-members, whether ag

participantr in the deaigr of wol<r submiu

ed by a member, or ar designen of their

cnrn wc}, m as author ofartider, opinions

trietbn.

Opinionr exprtreed by eilitrt and conhibu-

0srt arc not necemanly thoee of the Pittr-

burgh Chapter, AIA the Chapter har made

every naronaUe effct to provide accurate

and authoritative infcrmation, but arsumer

no liability fc the contentr.
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View Point Serious Fun

Douglos C. Berrymon, AIA President

Yean ago, when I was in architectural schml, our class was afforded the op-

portunity to tour the offices of Miee Van der Rohe in Chicago. Sometime during

that visit, the gmup found itself literally at the feet of the master, and having

been inundated with the regimentation of the office and the work in evidence, one

of the more flippant students asked Mies what proved to be an ill-timed question:

'Where's the firnI There was an icy stare on the face of the man; a brief, stony

silence;thenthe response, "Younk man,Architechurr isg a SERIOUSS BISSNESS!"

And so it is. Ive thought abord that anecdotp often over the years; it used to be something Id tell with the

intent to imprcss a listener with a pearl gleaned from one of the masters of architecture first-hand. Going

thmugh the daily prooees of practicing the business,' dealing with the demands of clients, deadliaes, threats,

both real imagined, of litigation on potential oversights (both real and imagined), etc., etc., I fi:rd myself

telling the story with a differcnt perspective.

There is, and always should be, an amount of firn in what we do. We can take ourselves to serioruly,

after all, and our ability to create spaoeB, buildingt, ultan plans, and'non-traditional'themes ofpractice

comeg in no Bmall measure from a fivolity abeent in dher professione. But at times, I wonder where the fun

is, or where it went. Then there ane mcasions when it ie obyiou.s that it is a serious business, and we must

comport ourselves accordingly.

The recent demis€ of the Syria Mcque can be lamentpd as much for the losa of a "public space' as for an

example of architecture. One concep! it seems to me, ie no more seriou than the dher, in this case. We can

hope that whatever building takee its place will be deaigned in such a way that it will be a positive addition

to the built environmen! but there arc no guarantees that this will happen. But if the new edi.fice contains at

least an attitude, and at best a veilD for public acoeBs and use, then perhaps all would not be lost. Any effort

that laal architpcts make, whether through actual deeiga or the voiced concern of 'good design,' should be

considered a reeponsibility that we have to the public and the buildinga that affect their lives.

Another aspect ofour profeasion which should be taken seriously is fast approaching: the election ofnew

boardmemberu forthe Chapter.Atthe Octobermeeting whichwillbe, forthe mostpart, a'town meeting'type

of gathering, we will have before us a elate of nominees presented by the Nominating Committee of the

Chapter Board. I encourage you all to give some thought nd only to thoee worthy members who have been

nominated but also to be ready and able to nominate candidates from the flmr. The "abilit/ to nominate

from the floor conveys that the potential nominse |s willing and understanding of the time and effort com-

mitment that goes with the office. I lmk forward to lively discussion, questioning, and... flm. fu

ln This lssue
lnteriors Updote ........,..,..6'9
Th€ buslness oullook, morkeling lips, bockground on

licensing ond more.

Portfolio: Ihe lnside St0ry,................. l0',I4
The lolesl lnlerlom by locol otchilects.

Seeing the tighl l5
Ofllce woes ote conected with innovotive use of lighl

A sreep of neon llghi ushers clients into Corporote

Video Servlces, deslgned by Gordner Archllecls.

Pholo by EdMasF-ry. Portfollto, Poge 10.

View Poinl ................3

Execullve Dkector's Co|umn.,.......... 5

Bricks ond Mortor .........................,,... l6

Breokirp Ground ..............,..............., I 7

Dosler .,....,........,......,.....,...............,.... l9

Cornegie Nomes Curolor........... .... 2l

Colendcr 2l

Edilor'nl/Exhibii Co|endor.........,.,.... 22

Advertising lnfornntion........ ......,...,.n

October Meetirp .............................. 23

Adverlisers I ndex ...,..........,... ..,,..,,,....23
0n lhe Cover

October 1991 a 3

COTUMNS is published bn times a year by

the Pittsburgh Chaptcr AIA in argciation

with the Cantor Gmup. Telephone: 41?661-

3734; FAIL 4L2J€61{,287.

Connie Caator/Executive Edibor

Becky FenogliettdFeaturc Wribr

Dme Miller/Prrduction Manager

Tom lavel]dAdvertiring Manager

A



v, Ii

Myrtle

Race

Comforto

Haworth

Kinetics

Mueller

Lunstead

Pittsburgh
Ifautorth
Dealer

rtTA
fitrnihre Renta,ls & Sales

765-2200 . 101 Wood Street

The world's-.Mgg! P-opulqr Dejiign and Drafting program
on one of rhe world's Most polrverful workst-ationE.

AutoCAD Retease 11 on the Sun SPARCstation* lPC.
Complete Ready-To-Run System.
Whether you need o stond olone CAD seot or o
network thot ollows work groups to shore informotion
ond resources, lhe SPARCstotion IPC ond AutoCAD
Rel. I 1 provides the perfect system.

Best of oll, this high performonce workstotion is

ovoiloble ot o surprisingly low cost from Computer
Reseorch, lnc., the tri-stote's lorgest CAD systems
supplier.

ln oddition to soles of CAD hordwore ond softwore,
Computer Reseorch provides oll the technicol support,
service ond troining thot you'll need to get the most
out of your Sun/AutoCAD system.

Value
Added

Su4 Ileseller

Sun Microslstcms aod tb. Sun loto arc redstered tmdeEarks and SPARCsration k a rEdeEark of Sun Microqrtcms, Inc

*To order the SPARCstation IPC with AutoCAD
Release 1l or to set up a demo of this poweful, easy-

to-use workstation, call CRI and talk to one of our
CAD professionals.

& BESEQB0H inc
2fi) Corporate Center Drive
Coraopolis, PA f5108-3100
(4r2) 262-4430

mt
A'I()CAD.
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