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THE BEST OF NEOCON
1 9 9 1

VENETIAN MITRE

Gold Award, Seating, Sofa and Chairs Category Silver Award, Desks Category

Kimball, a winner for the second year in a row!

This major product competition featured the
best new office furnishings introduced to the contract
market during NEOCON 1991.

The Best of NEOCON 1991 is co-sponsored
by Facilities Design and Management magazine and the
International Facility Management Association.
A distinguished jury of leading
facility executives judged each entry on:
Functionality, Flexibility, Quality/Durability and
Aesthetics/Style.

For more information on these award-winning products,
contact
Wright Office Furniture Inc.
916 Penn Avenue, Pittsburgh, 412.471.2700
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The Pittsburgh Chapter AlA serves 12 West-
ern Pennsylvania counties as the local com-
ponent of the American Institute of Archi-
tects and the Pennsylvania Society of Archi-
tects. The objective of the Chapter is to im-
prove, for society, the quality of the built
environment by further raising the stan-
dards of architectural education, training
and practice; fostering design excellence;
and promoting the value of architectural
services to the public. ATA membership is
open to all registered architects, architec-
tural interns, and a limited number of pro-
fessionals in supporting fields. Chapter
Headquarters: CNG Tower, 625 Liberty
Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15222 Telephone: 412/
471-9548; FAX: 412/471-9501.

Chapter Officers

Douglas C. Berryman, AIA, President
Robert S. Pfaffmann, AIA, 1st V. President
James Johnson, AIA, 2nd V. President
Douglas L. Shuck, AIA, Secretary

Stephen Quick, AIA, Treasurer

Anne Swager, Executive Director

COLUMNS is published ten times a year by
the Pittsburgh Chapter AIA in association
with the Cantor Group. Telephone: 412/661-
3734; FAX: 412/661-6287.

Connie Cantor/Executive Editor
Becky Fenoglietto/Feature Writer
Drue Miller/Production Manager
Tom Lavelle/Advertising Manager

Editorial Board

Douglas L. Shuck, AIA

Marsha Berger, AIA

William Brocious, AIA

Edward Dapper, assoc. member
Alan L. Fishman, ATA

Shashi Patel, AIA

Anthony G. Poli, AIA

Deepak Wadhwani, AIA

COLUMNS is published by, and primarily
for, the members of the Pittsburgh Chapter
of the American Institute of Architects.
Preference may be given to the selection of
works, articles, opinions, letters, etc. of
members for publication. However, in the
interest of furthering the goals of the Chap-
ter, as stated monthly at the top of the
masthead and in the membership directory,
COLUMNS will publish the names of and
properly credit non-members, whether as
participants in the design of works submit-
ted by a member, or as designers of their
own work, or as authors of articles, opinions
or letters.

Opinions expressed by editors and contribu-
tors are not necessarily those of the Pitts-
burgh Chapter, AIA. The Chapter has made
every reasonable effort to provide accurate
and authoritative information, but assumes
no liability for the contents.
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View Point: Serious Fun
Douglas C. Berryman, AlA, President

Years ago, when I was in architectural school, our class was afforded the op-
portunity to tour the offices of Mies Van der Rohe in Chicago. Sometime during
that visit, the group found itself literally at the feet of the master, and, having
been inundated with the regimentation of the office and the work in evidence, one
of the more flippant students asked Mies what proved to be an ill-timed question:

“Where’s the fun?” There was an icy stare on the face of the man; a brief, stony
silence; then the response, “Younk man, Architechurr iss a SERIOUSS BISSNESS!”
And so it is. T've thought about that anecdote often over the years; it used to be something I'd tell with the

intent to impress a listener with a pearl gleaned from one of the masters of architecture first-hand. Going
through the daily process of practicing “the business,” dealing with the demands of clients, deadlines, threats,
both real imagined, of litigation on potential oversights (both real and imagined), etc., etc., I find myself
telling the story with a different perspective.

There is, and always should be, an amount of fun in what we do. We can take ourselves too seriously,
after all, and our ability to create spaces, buildings, urban plans, and “non-traditional” themes of practice
comes in no small measure from a frivolity absent in other professions. But at times, I wonder where the fun
is, or where it went. Then there are occasions when it is obvious that it is a serious business, and we must
comport ourselves accordingly.

The recent demise of the Syria Mosque can be lamented as much for the loss of a “public space” as for an
example of architecture. One concept, it seems to me, is no more serious than the other, in this case. We can
hope that whatever building takes its place will be designed in such a way that it will be a positive addition
to the built environment, but there are no guarantees that this will happen. But if the new edifice contains at
least an attitude, and at best a venue for public access and use, then perhaps all would not be lost. Any effort
that local architects make, whether through actual design or the voiced concern of “good design,” should be
considered a responsibility that we have to the public and the buildings that affect their lives.

Another aspect of our profession which should be taken seriously is fast approaching: the election of new
board members for the Chapter. At the October meeting, which will be, for the most part, a “town meeting” type
of gathering, we will have before us a slate of nominees presented by the Nominating Committee of the
Chapter Board. I encourage you all to give some thought not only to those worthy members who have been
nominated, but also to be ready and able to nominate candidates from the floor. The “ability” to nominate
from the floor conveys that the potential nominee be willing and understanding of the time and effort com-

mitment that goes with the office. Ilook forward to lively discussion, questioning, and... fun. i
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Dealer Free 24-hour Product Literature Dc/il'u;;\ 765-22()() ¢ 101 Wood Street

The World’s Most Popular Design and Drafting Program
On One Of The World’s Most Powerful Workstations.

AutoCAD Release 11 on the Sun SPARCstation” IPC.
Complete Ready-To-Run System.

(

Whether you need a stand alone CAD seat or a
network that allows work groups to share information
and resources, the SPARCstation IPC and AutoCAD
Rel. 11 provides the perfect system.

Best of all, this high performance workstation is
available at a surprisingly low cost from Computer
Research, Inc., the tri-state’s largest CAD systems
supplier.

In addition to sales of CAD hardware and software,
Computer Research provides all the technical support,
service and training that you'll need to get the most
out of your Sun/AutoCAD system.

*To order the SPARCstation IPC with AutoCAD
Release 11 or to set up a demo of this powerful, easy- Value COMPUTER
to-use workstation, call CRI and talk to one of our Added RESEARCH inc
CAD professionals. Sur;l Reseller 200 Corporate Center Drive
Coraopolis, PA 15108-3100
Sun Microsystems and the Sun logo are registered trademarks and SPARCstation is a trademark of Sun Microsystems, Inc. (412) 262-4430
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