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lhe Piltsburyh Cttoplet AIA serves 12 West-

ern Pennsylvania munties as the local mm-

ponent of the American Institute of Archi-

tects and the Pennsylvania Society ofArchi-

tects. The objective of the Chapter is to im-

prove, for society, the quality of the built

enyimnment by further raising the stan-

dards of arthitectural education, training
and practice; fostering design excellence;

and promoting the value of architectural

senrices to the public. AIA membership is
open to all registcred architects, architec-

tural inhrns, and a limited number of pra
fessionals in supporting fields. Chapter

Headquarters: CNG Tower, 625 Lihrty
Ave., Pittsburgh, PA L5222 Telephone:4L?l

47 l-9548; FAX 411471-9501.
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COTUMNS is published ten times a year by

the Pittsburgh Chapter AIA in aesociation

with the Cantor Group. Telephone: 41U661-

3?34; FN( 4l?1ffi15287.
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COTUMNS ia published by, and primarily

/04 the members ofthe Pittsburgh Chaphr

of the American Institute of Architects.

Prtfertnce may be given to the selection of

works, artides, opinions, Ietters, eh. of
rnemben fc publication. However, in tle
interest of furthering the goals of the Chap-

ter, as stated monthly at the top of the

masthead and in the membership direclory,

C0LUMNS will publish the names of srd
properly credit non-members, whether as

participants in the design ofworks submit

ted by a membr, or as designers of their
onn wor\ or ae authorr ofarticles, opinione

or letten.

Opinions expressed by editors and contribu-

0ors are not necessarily those of the Pitts-

burgh Chapter, AIA The Chapter har made

every reasonable efort tl pmvide accurate

and authoritative information, but assumes

no liability for the contents.

View Poinl: "Volue-Added" Archilect is Clienl's Besl Friend
Douglos C. Berrymon, AlA, Presidenl

One ofour professional colleagues and I have had a long-nrnning con-

versation (usually enhanced by liquid concoctions ofoue sort or another)

dealing with the \alue,addefl aspects of architectural services. We com-

miserate together, bemoaning, at times, the fact that we are under-appre-

ciated as a profession in those areas that are least visible when the Project

is over. We've long felt that some of what we bring to the dance is of such

value as to more than offset the relatively modest fees that we are made to

defend. A case in point:

My friend recently was in a meeting with a developer client who was

himself in negotiations with the prime tenant of a building that the developer had remodeled (using my

friend's firm as the architect). The developer had been asked by the tenant to o<pand the scope ofthe toilet

room areas on two floors of the building, to better suit the tenant's needs; tregotiations were under way rcla-

tive to assigning the total rentable area calculations so that a ten-year lease could be drawn up. (Aside to no

one in particular, everyone in general: remember how, as newly graduated arthitectural designers, we would

complain about how our innxfs consummate design abilities were being wasted doing lbilet Rmm Details

for un-appreciative principals?)

Enter my pal, the Architect (now capitalized to designate supernumerary status). Architect informs de-

veloper (still in lower case) that the original scheme, as agreed upon by the tenant, was to provide toilet

16e6s {nccalding to code.'That which the tenant had requested necessitated adding appmximately 400 sq.

ft. to the heretofore ncommon areas' ofeach flmr. The developer and his agent were ready to sigp the lease as

originally written, until the ARCHITECT (getting more important by the minute) pointed out that the addi-

tional 800 sq. ft., being over and above'code requirements" should rightfrrlly be assigned to the rentable

arca.

Obviously, my friend had reod the codes iavolved, and the developer had not; more to the point, he had

also read the prcposed lease. The ARCHITECT did some rapid calculations (on the back of a small paper
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