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c0LUMits
Ihe Pithburgh Ctnpler AIA serves 12 West-

ern Pennsylvania munties as the loca.l mm-

ponent of the American Institute of Archi-

tccts and the Pennsylvania Society ofArchi-

tects. The objcctive of the Chapter is to im-

prove, for society, the quality of the built
environment by further raising the stan-

dards of architectural education, training
and practice; fostering design excellence;

and promoting the value of architectural

sewices to the public. AIA membership is

open to a1l registered architects, architec-

tural interns, and a [mited number of pro
fcssionals in supporting fields. Chapter

Headquarters: CNG Tower, 625 Liberty

Ave., Pittsburgh, P A 15222 Telephone: 412/

471-9548; FAX 412/471-9501.

Chopler Oflicors

Douglas C. Berr;man, AIA, President

Robert S. Pfaffmann, AlA, lst V. President

James Johnson, AlA, 2nd V. President

Douglas L. Shuck, AIA, Secretary

Stephen Quick, ALA, Tleasurer

Anne Swager, Executive Directlr

COTUMNS is pubiished trn times a year by

the Pittsburgh Chapter AIA in association

with the Cantrr Gnrup. Telephone: 4121661-

3734; FAJL 4l?ffil$287.

Connie Cantor/Executive Edilor

Teresa A. McNulty8eatures Edikrr

Drue }liller,Producdon Assistart

Tom LavelldAdvertising Manager

Ediloriol Boord

Douglas L. Shuck, AIA

Manha Bergcr, AJA

William Brocious, AIA

Edward Dapper, assoc. membr
Alan L. Fishman, AIA

Shashi Patel, AIA

Anthony G. Poli, AIA

Dccpak Wadhwani, AIA

COTUMNS is published 6y, and primarily

/or, the membcrs of the Pittsburgh Chaptrr

of the American Institute of Architects.

Preference may be given to the selection of

works, articles, opinions, letters, etr. of

members for publication. However, in lhe

interest offurthering the goals ofthe Chap-

ter, as stated monthly at the top of the

masthead and in the membership directory,

COLUMNS wili publish the names of and

properly credit non-members, whether as

participants in the design ofworks submit-

t"ed by a member, or as designers of their
own work, or as authors ofarticles, opinions

or letten.

Opinions expressed by editors and contfiu-
hrs arc not necessarily those of the Pitts-

burgh Chapter, AIA The Chapter has made

every rcasonable effort to pmvide accurate

and authoritative information, but assumes

no liability for the contrnts.

[egisloting Our Herit09e.,,,.......,,.,,,,.,.,,,, I 4
Whot's in store for lhe Cily's Historic Ordinonce?

A lounging lion guotds the entrcnce to Dollor Bonk's
historic Foudh Avenue office, rcstotod by IAS Corp.

and winnet of on o\yod frcm the Historic Review

Comrnslon. Pholo by Jim *hofer.
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Edilorrol/Exhibit Colendor ..............

Advertising lnformclion

Chorles W. Moore, FA|A..................

View Point: Preservolion: Whol's il Worth?
Douglos C. Berrymon, AlA, Presidenl

I subscribe to a bimonthly magazine calledOld Hou* Journal, a wonderfirl publication contrining res-

toration techniques, hints and a uwhere to find it'section for aficionados and owners ofolder homes. The

people who most want information of this sort are adopting a somewhat purist attitude towards reclaiming

and refrubishing older structures. Therc 619 sesmingly limitless ends to which some people will go to restore

a home to an admirable Ievel of authenticity.

A section in each issue dubbed "Remuddling of the Month," is devoied to less fortunate attempts at res-

toration. lnclusion in this small corner ofthe magazine is a dubious distinction for the building and its owner.

Examples are often humotous, and sometimes ludicrous (horizontal black and white siding to emulate a log

cabin, unfortunately placed on a QueenAnne bungalow?), and leave me with a conviction that restoration

and preservation can not only be done better, but at a cost at least commensurate with the monies spent on

abysmal failures.

There is a flne old Victorian residence in the Shadyside area that is sadly languishing as it awaits either

a wrechng crew or competent restoration. The builfingls fate has been the subject of much deliberation, and

the final decision hinges upon the owner reachilg agre€ment with the Historic Review Commission. Pro-

jected estimates for renovation hover arrcund $560,000; the owner's quandary is whether lo spend that princely

sum on restoration, or at least that amount on demolishing the existing structure and building a new one.

The real bottom line, should demoiition be permitted, will be defermined by the relative marketability of the

two choices.

Is there a limit on how much money we should expect someone to spend on saving a building? Clearly

there are examples of architecture, both public and private, that are of such significance in their design and

their place in our heritage that their permanence should be secured at all costs. The expense for doing this

can and should be borne by some consoltium ofpublic and private interests. The decision to preserve build-

ings of lesser import must lie with the cost+ffectiveness of the process, and, hopefirlly, with the guidance of

responsible architects furnished to receptive owners.

Not every building is "significant," and I tend to think that some ofthe old is being saved because the

public isn't sure that the new will be better. The reasons for such uncertainty are consistently paraded before

us-and we, as architects, have not only a challenge, but a duty to ensure a continuum ofgood design, so that

this argument can be laid to rest.

We also have a responsibility to ensure that the best examples of our heritage remain, so that the models

of excellence arc constantly in view. rrrti
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