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COLUMilS
Ihe Piltsturgh Choplu AIA server 12

Western Pennsylvania counties as the local

component of the American Inetitute of
Archibcts and the Pennsylvania $ciety of

Architects. the objective of the Chapter ir
to improve, for rociety, the quality of the

built environment by further raisiag the

sbndards of architectural education, haia-

ing and practice; fostering design excellence;

and promoting the vaiue of architectural

sewices to the public. AIA membership is

open to aII registered architects, architec-

tural interns, and a limited number of pro
fessionals in supporting fields. Chapter

Headquarters: CNG Tower, 625 Lihrty
Ave., Pi*sburgh, PA 15222 Telephone:4121

471-9548; FAX 412/471-9501.

Choplet Otlicer
Douglas C. Berryman, AIA, President

Robcrt S. Plaflmann, AIA, let V. hesident

Jamcs Johnson, AIA, 2nd V. President

Douglas L. Shuck, AlA, Secretary

Strphen Quick, AIA, lYeasurer

Anne Swager, Executive Director

COLUMNS is publiehed ten timee a year by

the Pittsburgh Chapter AIA in association

with the Cantor Gmup. Telephone: 4121661-

3734; FNL 4lAffiL$287.

Connie Caator/Xxecutive Editor

Teresa A. McNulty/Teatures Editor

Druc Miller/Prduction Assistaat

Tom LavelldAdvertising Manager

Ediloriol Boord

Douglas L. Shuck, AIA

Manha Berger, AIA

William Brocious, AIA

Edward Dapper, assoc. member

AIan L. Fishman, AIA

Shashi Patel, AIA

Anlhony G. Poli, AIA

Decpak Wadhwani, AIA

COLUMNS is published by, and primarily

for, the members olthe Pittsburgh Chaptrr

of the American Institute of Architects.

Prtfcrence may be given tl the selection of

works, articles, opinions, letlrrs, eh. of

members for publication. However, in the

interest of furthering the goala of the Chap-

ter, as slated monthly at the tlp of the

maslhcad and in the membrship directory,

COLUMNS will publish the names of and

propcrly credit non-members, whether as

participants in the design of workr submi!

hd by a membcr, or as designcrs of their

own work, or as authors ofarticles, opinions

or lcttcn.

0pinions expressed by editors and contribu-

tors are not necessarily those of the Pitts-

burgh Chapter, AIA. the Chaptcr has made

every reasona}le effort to pmvide accurate

and authoritative information, but assumes

no liability for the contents.
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"A Noble Posl..."
A Tribute from Moyor Sophie Mosloff

Dear trhiends:

I am delighted to offer my personal congratulations

to the Pitbsburg[ Chapter of the American Institute of

Architects on tlto very special occasion of the Chapter's

IOfth Anniversa^rXl.

Pittsbur$r is a dynamic and vital city. Its axchitesbure,

diverse and bol{ reflects the dra,matic for@s that have

molded our ciff. One can ea^sily understand why Mies

Van Der Rohe described architecbu-re as uthe will of an epoch translated into space'

when Iooking at Pittsbur€h's architechtre. In every direciion one car] see the dis-

tinct impr'rnt of Pittsbur$r's history and lts architects. Inok at our hlstoric build-

ings and it's ea.sy to reflect back to a UrDe not so lon€ ago when Pittsbur€h was the
uforge' for ttre nation and th6 world, producing glass and iron that was distributed

worldwide. Condensed with.in the confines of the ciff's unique geogfaphy, one can

see exa,mples of many different sbyles representative of architecture's p&st. Dis-

tincbive architecbural sflas such as the Greek Revival and Romanesque styles of a

hr:ndred years a€o are sUU evident in Pibtsburgh today. Ib is this diversiby ttrat
gives Pittsburgh architecLure its singular and identifiable character.

As we lmk toward the twenty-first cenbwy, Pitbsbur€h Imks and feels like a new

city. Our distinctive architectural features have been preseryed and we look to a
new urban landscape, fubure designs along our riverfronts ttrat reflest new trends

and new industry, a more diversified economy.

Throughout the past I00 years, architects have played a key role in cralting the

shape of Pittsburgh as a confident and powerful urban center. Pittsburgh and

Western Penruylvania are now home to more than 1000 architects - some making

their mark on our o$m urbar) landscape; others, reaching out to new horizons

across the globe.

I am personally glat€ful to the manJr rnembers of the A]A as you celebrate the

I00th aru:iversary of ttris outstanding Pittsbur€h Chapter. Architecbure is a truly
Iiving and creative art. Its pupose is to enlunce our life and workplace. The

Pittsbur€h Chapter AIA has a noble pa"st and I Imk forward to an exciting future

Sincerely,

Mayor
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Then and now: T.D. Endns,

the first Chapter Presi.d"ent,

in 1894;and Douglos C.

Berrymon, NA, curent

Chapter President.

Our 100th anniversary is so big, we're

celebrating twie! Join tu at the July

nueting for cahe and chompagne and o

special tolk by Charles Moore, FAIA. On

Septernber 28, ring in our second. century

in grand style when the Chapter co.sponsors

"A Celebration of 100 Years of Piltsburgh

Architects', the Community Design Center's

onnual Pdladbn Ball. Watch COLUMNS

for dcnils of bth uciting euents!

Viewpoinl: One Hundred Yeors!

Douglos C. Berrymon, AlA, Presidenl

n 1891, H.H. Richardson's Allegheny County

Courthouse and Jail had been in use for four

years; McKim, Mead and White'e Madison

Square Garden opened in New York City;

Louis Sullivan celebrated his thirty-fifth

birthday with (among other things) the open-

ing of the Wainwright Building in St. Louis;

Frank Lloyd Wright was 24 years old; and

somewhere in Pittsburgh a group ofarchitects

convened for the first time as a Chapter ofthe

American lnstitube of Arthitects.

ln our records, lvlr. T.D. Evans is listed as the

first Chapter kesident, serving in 1894. The

discrepancy apparent in these dabes is due ei-

ther to lax records on the Chapter's part at

that time or, possibly, that our professional

ancestors had diffrculty raising a quorum. Or

maybe they didn't need a president. Interest-

ing thought.

Throughout the first hundred years of our

Chapter's history the profession of architec-

ture has experienced obvious changes; there

are also concepts and goals which have re-

mained consistent. Then, as now, architects

ostensibly united in the spirit of the mission of

the AIA, and while we may differ in our opin-

ions about how successful the Institute is in

carrying out such lofty goals, it would be dffi-

cult to imagine our professional life without it.

The twentyodd gentlemen who first estab-

lished the Pittsburgh Chapter were undoubt-

edly a group of independent-minded profes-

sionals, each with his own attitude towards

design, and each with his own feeling about

the services and direction the ChapUer should

provide for the members. They also recognized

that there was a need to be together - to talk

about architecture, lobby aB a group for the

beneht of the profession, and combine their

personalities and objectives for the betterment

of the community. I'd like to think the Chapter

continues in the same spirit today.

OK our dues are higher and we're using com-

puters instead of an abacus; but we now have

a membership of close to 600 with an offrce

and staffinstead of a closet and the secretarial

services of whomever happened to be Chapter

president. We have survived, for the most paft,

wars, depression and recessions, and have put

on Remaking Cities, seminars and programs

too numerous to count. We are in the planning

(and hoping) phase of hosting a National

Convention, and have committees actively in-

volved with everything from legislative issues

to the inestimable role of women in the freld of

architecture.

And we are as @ncerned today as were o1r

forebears with the education of students and

each other in the rudiments of practice and

the spirit of professionalism, though we expe-

rience this in varying degrees. We are involved

with our community, mindful of our responsi-

bilities to the environment, and becoming more

respectful of our history,

The legacy we share with those Chapter-

founding architects is to do more - Uo foster

and promote better design, to increase the

standards by which people live, to speak on

issues of relevance, to share with each other

the combined benehts of our experience,

One hundred years. Much accomplished, and

still much to do. Happy Centennial, Pittsburgh

Chapter! fu
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Williums Tre bilc ock W hitehe ad
congratulates

the Pittsburgh Chapter AIA
on their

100th Anntversary

Architects
PlanneE
lnterior DesigneE (4r2) 321-osso

Pittsburgh o Wshington OC . Cotorado Springs

NN
ASSOCIATES

ARCH ITECTS AND PLANNERS

606 LIBERTY AVENUE
PITTSBU RG H, P A 1 5222-27 20

Best Wishes to the
AIA ChapterJntm

( ) e lli - F h,nrt a nd Assoc ia tes

Congratulations to the
Pittsburgh Ch.pterAIA

Burt Hill Kosar
Rittelmann Associates

N
Architecture
Engineering
Interior Design

Butlcr'. Pittsbrrlgh o Philadclphia. Wirshington, D.(1.'Fort N'[vers o I{oustotr

Congratulations
to the
Pittsburgh
Chapter AIA
from
Foreman
Bashford

trIl'i)
FOFEMAN BASHFORD
ARCHITECTS ENGINEERS

BOX 189 ZEL|ENOPLE, PA 16063
(412) 452.9690
FAx: (a12) 452.0136
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