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c0LUMl{S
the Pitlsburgh Choptet AIA serves 12

Western Pennsylvania counties as the local

component of the American Institute of
Architects and the Pennsylvania Society of

Archihcts. the objective of the Chapter is

to improve, for society, the quality of the

buiit environment by further raising the

standards of architeclural education, trai.n-

ing and practice; foslering design excellence;

and promoting the value of architectural

sewices to the public. AIA membership is

open tl all registered architects, architec-

tural interns, and a limited number of pro

fessionals in supporting fields. Chapter

Headquarters: CNG Tower, 625 Liberty

Ave., Pittsburgh, PA15222 Telephone: 412l

4?1-9548; FAX 4121471-9501.

Chopler Oflicers

Douglas C. Berryman, AlA, President

Robert S. Pfaftnann, AlA, lst V. President

James Johnson, AiA, 2nd V. President

Douglas L. Shuck, AIA, Secretary

Stephen Quick, AlA, lYeasurer

Anne Swager, Executiye Direcbr

COLUMNS is published ten times a year by

the Pittsburgh Chaptrr AIA ir association

with the Cantor Gmup. Telephone: 4121661-

3?34; FAJC 4l4ffi1s287,

Connie Cantor/Executive Editor

Teresa A. McNulty/Ieatures Editor

Drue MilleriProduction Assistant

Tom LavelldAdverlising Manager

Edilo{iol Boord

Douglas L. Shuck, AIA

Manha Berger, AIA

William Brocious, AIA

Edward Dapper, assoc, member

Alan L. Fishman, AIA

Shashi Patel, AIA

Anthony G. Poli, AIA

Deepak Wadhwani, AIA

COIUMNS is published by, and primarily

for, the members ofthe Pittsburgh Chapt€r

of the American Institute of Architects.

Preference may be given tl the selection of

works, articles, opinions, lethrs, eh. of

members for publication. However, in the

interest of furthering the goals of the Chap-

ter, as stated monthly at the top of the

masthead and in the memhrship directory,

COLUMNS wiil publish the names of and

properly credit non-members, whether as

participants in the design of works submit-

ted by a member, or as dcsigners of their

own work, or as authors ofarticles, opinions

or letters.

0pinions expressed by editors and contribu.

tors arc not necessarily those of the Pitts.

burgh Chapter, AIA. The Chapter has made

every reasonable cffoft to pmvide accurate

and authoritative information, but assumes

no Iiability for the conlents.

View Point Grosroots l99l - Surviving the "Meeling Mochines"
Robert S. Pfoffmonn, AlA, lst Vice President

Grassroots n.,'the fundamental level or source; ordinary people, the rank and

frle of a political party or other group."

It doesn't take long to develop a ceftain amount of cynicism about AIA National,

much like that which we often reserve for our Congressional representatives in

Washiagton, DC.

As I dutifully waded through the blur of meetings, worlshops and briefings at

the 1991 Grassrmts Leadership Conference, I kept getting the impression that

the Grassroots planners and staff were not really interesbed in what we had to say except when the subject

was dues. Throughout the presentations it was clear that many ofthe staffers and ieadership had forgot-

ten that the majority were attending for the first time. Nowhere was this more evident than in the pmr

planning for the Capitol Hill lobbying visits. Fortunabely for the Pittsburgh delegation, we did get to meet

informally over breakfast with PSAs impressive new state lobbyist who knows his way around the

overscaled halls of Congress.

As I adjusted to my four-day internment at the Grand Hyatt Hotel (complete with Liberace-like piano

floating on an island in the lobby pmll) I realized that I was not alone in my frustration with the conference.

At one point, we even heard suggestions we walk out on the scheduled events and set a new conference

agenda, Nlany felt a truly grassrmts uarchitects congress' might be more effective than some of the canned

programs that teach yoq for example, not to stand in public with yow hands in front of your crotch!

Most of the real usefirl learning doesn't happen in the underground ballrooms but in 'the spaces in-

between,'the coffee shops, backrooms and bars ofthese meeting machines. There you can compare notes

with a fellow chapter leader from any number of cities, making the whole grassrcots experience worth our

time and the Chapter's money.

Maybe we ought tojust hold the conference in the hotel lounge next yearl fii
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Abondoned Worehouse 6 View Point 3

One of lhe Norlh Side's nolorrous eyesores, lhe

Moy Slern worehouse is given o new leose on life

os o smoll business incubotor.

Wet ond Wild 9

Ecologicol refuge, or low-priority swomp?

Proposed wetlonds legislolion will help to gel
holled wellonds projects bock on lrock.

Perceptuol Mopping
A new morkeling opprooch shows firms how to

sloy of loot during rough limes,

A sun-doppled entrywoy greets visitors 1o Riverside

Commons, the renovoted Moy Stern Worehouse, Reod
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