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View Point: Random Thoughts
Douglas C. Berryman, AlA, President

When was the last time you received a courtesy phone call from a fellow architect to
inform you they were in contact with one of your clients?

When was the last time you made such a call?

If Barry Bonds were an architect, would we be jealous of the fees he was getting, or
happy knowing his outcries meant our fees were going to be dealt with next?

We need to spotlight more of the “pro-bono” work done by our members in service to
the community at large, whether as contributing board members, consultants to
non-profit organizations, or members doing work in the trenches. Members’ work
on the Fourth Avenue district is a case in point. There are many more.

Are physicians and attorneys viewed as “more professional” because they are loath to criticize colleagues? How
often would (or should) they say things like “I would have installed that kidney a little more to the left,” or
“what a lousy fit on that lawsuit™

Critiques of architectural projects, especially among colleagues, is healthy insofar as it can lead to raising
design standards; criticism for the sake of supplanting a colleague is not so constructive.

Remaking Cities, Redux: We need to reconvene a bunch of the folks who were involved in 1988 to evaluate how
that conference has impacted on this area. This was too important an event to not capitalize on all the positive
work accomplished; we invited people to come see the progress after five years — the planning should continue.

It’s hard to believe the AIA has had a presence here in Pittsburgh for 100 years (It's even harder to believe
presidents used to serve two successive terms). We should blow our horns on this one — watch for various
events being planned (including a gala celebration in May).

Is anyone else concerned that synthetic stucco is going to be the T-111 of the 90’s?

Years ago there was a travelling exhibition called “Architecture without Architects” on display at the Hilton.
The idea was to show off successful buildings and habitats that were generated, through history, without the
involvement of architects. There are many recent examples of this activity that are infinitely less successful.

The National AIA Convention hasn’t been this close to home for some time; we should try to have as large a
contingent in Washington, DC as possible. It’s informative, challenging, entertaining, and loaded with periph-
eral activities for families. M
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