


Since 1979, TSA/ADVET has built a
reputation for excellence in Computer
Aided Design and Drafting products
and services.

Our in-house technical group provides
CADD specific software and hardware,
including PC-based Local Area Networks
(LANS), tape back-up systems, workstations
and peripherals.

We provide high-performance CADD
solutions to keep pace with expanding
needs and changing technologies. And,
TSA/ADVET also develops performance-
enhancing software for your CADD
environment. We respond quickly to
your needs with cost-effective, value-
added service and on-going support.
Add to this our continuing commitment
to quality.
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When It ComesTo
Powerful CADD Solutions,
We Don't Give You
The Same Old Lines.

For systems integration and set up,
operator training, custom programming

and consultation, call the experts at
TSA/ADVET.

TSA/ADVET’s Powerful Solutions

include:

HARDWARE
PC-Based LANs and Servers ® Tape Back-Up
Systems © CADD & Business Workstations
® Peripherals ¢ On-call service and support

SOFTWARE
Intergraph MicroStation PC e Intergraph
MicroStation MAC ¢ Customized software
utility enhancements

SERVICES
Authorized Intergraph MicroStation training
dealer ® Application programming ¢ Drawing
conversion and translation services ® Pen
and electrostatic plotting
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ON THe Cover

Clayton, the restored home of industrialist
Henry Clay Frick and his daughter Helen, is
host to the Chapter’s Charitable Association
Scholarship Benefit this month. Tours and
Victorian refreshments are just part of the fun
to be had on October 16.

For details, see page 23.

The PrrrsaurcH CHapTER AIA serves 12 Western
Pennsylvania counties as the local compo-
nent of the American Institute of Architects
and the Pennsylvania Society of Architects.
Membership is open to all registered archi-
tects, architectural interns, and a limited
number of professionals in supporting
fields. Chapter Headquarters: CNG Tower,
625 Liberty Ave. Pittsburgh, PA 15222,
412/471-9548.
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CoLwmns is published ten times a year by
the Pittsburgh Chapter of the American
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Cotumns is mailed each month to 2000
architects, engineers, interior designers,
landscape architects, facility managers,
specialty and general contractors, and
press editors in 12 western Pennsylvania
counties. For inquiries on advertising or
literature insertion, please call Tom
Lavelle (412/882-3410) or Connie Cantor
(412/661-3734).

Opinions expressed by editors and con-
tributors are not necessarily those of the
Pittsburgh Chapter, AIA. The Chapter has
made every reasonable effort to provide ac-
curate and authoritative information, but
assumes no liability for the contents.
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During this season of architectural walking tours, as I carefully give
tribute to the creator of each building, I have begun to wonder why, with
few exceptions, so many of the commissions have gone to architects from
other cities. Throughout the city’s history, the local governments, corpora-
tions and developers have had a predisposition to hire architects from
Boston, Chicago, New York, St. Louis. And yet, one of last year's AIA
National Design Awards was bestowed upon the Software Engineering
Institute, a building by two local firms: Bohlin Powell Larkin Cywinski and
Burt Hill Kosar Rittelmann Associates. Is it that the clients in Pittsburgh still feel that Pittsburgh
architects (and artists, too) are second-rate? That if they were worth their salt, they'd be in New York
competing with the Big Boys?

Can it not be acceptable to say that one chooses to live and work in a livable city and not be a
lesser talent for it? For example, Siah Armajani lives and works in Minneapolis, a pleasant city, but
certainly not considered on a par in artiness with New York. But this shy man has become a sought-
after “Hot Artist,” exhibited around the world. More interesting is the number of significant com-
missions that he has received from his hometown folks. Can it be that Minneapolis nurtures its own
and Pittsburgh doesn’t?

Why are local architectural firms not automatically placed at the top of the short lists? Why is
it difficult for local artists and craftspeople to be given the first shot at commissions? Why is it
commonly thought that an expert is someone who lives 100 miles out-of-town? All around us there
is proven exceptional talent right here in Three-Rivers City. Obviously we have been hiding our light
under a bushel basket. The Associated Artists did a fantastic job in kicking-off the exhibition season.
Let’s keep it up with our show in November where we can strut our stuff.

The new exhibition format was designed to generate excitement through the community about
all of the work we architects do. Therefore a segment of the exhibit will be devoted to our archi-
tecturally-related theoretical, experimental, fantastical and avocational endeavors — a new category
referred to as “Open Plan.” The younger members of our profession will be given the opportunity
to compete with their peers in a separate category. In addition, all design award entries will be
exhibited in order to recognize the self-selection process used by each firm to determine its best work
and, therefore, certainly worthy of display as well as review. The time is indeed now for Pittsburgh
architects to be appreciated and come into their own. And it will be cause for celebration! A



Construction
that reaches
for the sky.

v Morgan Building Company
is built on a personal foundation
of integrity and a sincere desire
to produce on-time quality
construction.

Morgan Building Company's
team is comprised of experienced
individuals who are dedicated to
maintaining high standards and
a continuing commitment to
valued clients.

We provide expertise in the
following capacities:

v General Contractor

v Merit Shop Construction

v Construction Management

v Pre-construction Services

v Negotiated Projects

v Team Commitment

v Conceptual Estimates

v Value Engineering

v Cost, Time and Quality Control

For more information, contact
Morgan P. Kronk.

Morgan Building
c 0 WM™ NoY
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5500 Steubenville Pike
McKees Rocks, PA 15136

Phone 412/ 787-3300
Fax 412/787-1523
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Your competitors
are using VOLZ.

We thought you
should know why.

B Volz provides the specialized expertise
they need to meet client requirements.

B Using Volz as a consultant gives them a
broader marketbase.

B They prefer not to expose their firms to
therisks of increased liability inherent in
design or oversight of projects to mitigate
environmental risks.

i They are able to aggressively pursue and
secure projects they would otherwise not
be able to secure alone.

H Volzrepresents a cost effective alternative
to maintaining internal industrial hygiene
and environmental engineering capabilities.

Volz expertise allows architects to offer their clients more
services at lower risks. We are specialists in working with
architectural firms to offer their clients, and potential
clients, a comprehensive package of services needed to
address both renovation projects and new construction.
We have the qualified and experienced personnel to meet
your needs.

Asbestos * Radon * PCBs
Indoor Air Quality ¢ Site Audits
Hazard Assessment

We have three locations in Pennsylvania:
Pittsburgh, Allentown, and Altoona

Volz Environmental Services, Inc.
3010 William Pitt Way
Pittsburgh, PA 15238

412/826-3150




