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WHnr's THr Frnsr THINc You Nrro
Fnonn Youn ConrpurER CoNsuunNr?

LJ NIx... I BM...AND Now...AppLE.

Van Ollefen Associates is proud to be the first Pittsburgh area

"value-added reseller" for the Apple family of computers.

Brronr you BUy...

get to know the capabilities of all three systems. Van Ollefen

Associates lets you "test drive" lBM, UNIX and Apple products

side by side. We'll help you discover a future you've only

dreamed about. Unpressured, hands-on-the way it should be.

Together, with our knowledgable staff, you'll choose the system

and software which best meet your design and drafting needs.

800 Wooo Srnrrr o PlrrssunGn PA 15221

243_9000

A Cuorcr.

v.l, Van Ollefen
Associates

Have you been waiting for an easy-to-learn, affordable system for 3-D drafting and design? Then

let us show you the remarkable capabilites of MacArchitrion, the second-generation software fast
g,aining a reputation as the most "architect-friendly' CAD package available. Based on the Apple
Macintosh platform, MacArchitrion lets you design in a "real world" environment; you clevelop
ideas and ntanipulate elements just as you build-in 3 dimensional space. MacArchitrion-the
software for your iuture. Experience it now with our Apple expert Mike Wilczynski. Calt 245-9000
to schedule a demonstration.

Youn Furunr ts ouR BustNrss.



0N Tne CovEn

The old Shields Building on First Ave-
nue sets the stage for COLUMNS to
examine the special collaboration be-

tween architects and engineers. Story
begins on page 10.

TH: Pnrssunol Cnrpr:n AIA serves 12 West-
ern Pennsylvania counties as the local
component of the American lnstitute of
Architects and the Pennsylvania Society
of Architects. Membership is open to all
registered architects, architectural in-
terns, and a limited number of profes-
sionals in supporting fields. Chapter
Headquarters: Suite 1207, Bank Tower,
3ffi 4th Ave., Pittsburgh, Pa. 15222. 412-

471-9548.

Kent Edwards, AIA, President
Marsha Berger, AIA, lst V. President

James B. Johnson, AIA, znd V. President
Derek Martin, FAIA, Secretary
Stephen Quick, AIA, Treasurer

Cor.uuxs is published ten times a year by
the Pittsburgh Chapter of the American
Institute of Architects in association
with the Cantor Croup.
Connie Cantor/Managing Editor
Kath y Ayres/ Features Editor
Leslie Mcllroy/ Production Ass't.

EoroRnl BorRo:

Douglas L. Shuck, AIA
Marsha Berger, AIA
William Brocious, AIA
Anthony G. Poli, AIA
Deepak Wadhwani, AiA
lana Andrews/Executive Director,
Pittsburgh Chapter

Coturxs is mailed each month to 2000

architec-ts, engineers, interior design-
ers, landscape architects, facility man-
agers, specialty and general contrac-
tors, and press editors in 12 western
Pennsylvania counties. For inquiries on
advertising or literature insertion,
please call Connie Cantor, 61 -3734.

Oeuroxs expressed by editors and con-
tributors are not necessarily those of
the Pittsburgh Chapter, AIA. The
Chapter has made every reasonable
effort to provide accurate and authori-
tative information, but assumes no lia-
bility for the contents.
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Vrew Pomr

Kerr Eounos, rA CumEn PRrsoan

Tn"* is a certain samencss to AIA conventions, both
good and bad. The downside is mostly mino4, like the annoy-
ing repetivcness from the podium of names followed by
"aaa--eye-aaa" or "eff-aaa--cye-aaa." The upside is a cer-
tain level of reinvigoration, due in no small part to the comrad-
erie gained from convening with fellow architects.

But the St. louis convention, and the host city, distin-
guished thcmselves in a most appropriate way. It wasn't thc

collcrction of very fine examples of architectural history although St. Louis certainly has
them in abundance. It wasn't even the pzz/blue*., prominent locally but more difficult
to find than you might expect. what struck me most of all was the arch-the stupen-
dous, awe-inspiring, omnipresent architectural icon whose image and spirit dominated
the place and the assembly.

I'll confess some prejudicc toward Saarinen's work, but that aside, the arch is
a singular achicvement as architecture, as urban symbol, as national symbol, as engi-
neering, as good design. It is evcn more impressive at night than during the day; it
shimmers and sends shands of lights and dark in unexpccted directions. It is magnifi-
cent.

As an adopted Pittsburghc4 I envy few othcr cities, but I envy St. Louis its
arch. Only an architectural genius could have created it; only a visionary client could
have commissioned it. Having experienced it twice, I concur with its admirers. Its
frequent praise is well deserved. A

14

15

17

18

3

l.

*r,
F*6


