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mulate a pl~n: ( 1 ) by suggesting 
methods .to combat the fault ; ( 2) by 
sending in such flagrant examples of 
underestimate as come to their atten
tion. 

In the N. Y. World-Telegram of 
October 21 there appeared an article 
and a drawing of a parish school. The 
drawing was labelled "an architect's 
sketch." Since this incident was only 
one in a long chain of omissions, a 
letter of p.10test was sent to the editor. 
Here, in part, is his answer: · 

"I appreciate your desire to get the 
architect's name listed with each build
ing. However, I think we have got to 
use reason. I am willing to try to use 

The Oculus is interested in knowing 
about any members' articles appear
ing in publications of any kind. Please 
advise us of the title, publication name, 
and date of issue. We'd like to tell 
others about it. 
EAST MIDTOWN 

Your attention is once more called 
to the excellent report of the Civic 
Design and Development Committee, 
called East Midtou;n Manhattan. This 
booklet, containing over 50 pages of 
maps, diagrams, air views and an anal
ysis of the possibilities of redevelop
ing the area surrounding the U. N. 
site, is now available at the Chapter 
Office. The cost to members is 50c 
per copy; non-members are charged 
$1.00. 

THE CONVENIJ'ION· 

A country club four miles back of 
Albany was -t11e scciiie dns ye -
State Architects' Convention, just 
closed. The building itself, low find 
rambling, left much to be desired ar· 
chitecturally, but once inside one was 
immediately confronted with an im
pressive showing of architectural 
achievement throughout the State, 
flanked by handsome exhibits of the 
manufacturers. 

Delegates were housed in various 
hotels in Albany and transported to the 
Club in buses for each day's sessions. 
Holding a convention at the end of a 
bus line has the advantage of keeping 
the delegates from wandering-there 
was no place to wander to except the 
commercial displays, the architects' 
exhibit or the bar. The result was a 
concentrated interest in all aspects of 
the well planned program, for which 
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thanks are largely due to Henry Blat
ner, the hardworking but unruffied 
Chairman of the Convention. 

Seminars on schools, architectural 
training, in9ustrial architecture and 
the multiple dwelling law were well 
attended. There were events for the 
ladies in which your reporter did not 
participate but which were said to be 
thoroughly enjoyable. 

The annual banquet, complete with 
rare roast beef and baked Alaska, was 
attended by 269 members and guests 
-35% more than anticipated! Among 
the guests were the Mayor of Albany, 
the State Superintendent of Public 
Works, Bertram D. Tallamy, our own 
C J. White, State Architect, and John 
White, Jr., Field Secretary of the A.I.A. 
Ralph Winslow, presiding over the 
QCcasion with dignity and humor, 
called on Ralph Walker as principal 
speaker for some architectural impres
sions of cities visited in his recent 
travels through Europe and South 
America. 

At the shore dinner the following 
night, the steamed clams, corn and 
chicken were topped off by a lobster 
apiece. This impressive fare offered 
the delegates did not dull their appe
tite for lively discussion at the busi
ness sessions. A proposal to amend the 
Education Law to provide that all 
structures in the State be planned and 
supervised by a registered practitioner 
(doing away with the present excep
tion of structures under $10,000. or 
30,000 cubic feet) provoked too much 
discussion for unanimous agreement 
and was finally referred to the Legisla
tive Committee. Our own Chapter's 
resolution urging state-wide legisla
tion to cover minimum provisions 
against fire hazards in residential build-
ings throughout the State was unani
mously carried. The Convention went 

- further ~nd broade.ned the recommen
dation to include light, air and ven
tilation, also sanitation. Harry M. 
Prince, who conducted the discussion 
on the Multiple Dwelling Law, as
sured his audience that the New York 
legislators have grown to respect the 
opinions and recommendations of ar
chitects; it behooves us, therefore, to 
weigh our words when making recom
mendations to the Legislature. · 

Unification was furthered by a unan
imous vote to join the A.I.A. as a State 
organization member, with a special 
committee appointed to iron out the 
details of dues, representation, etc. 

The Staten Island Chapter proposed 
a resolution to ease the tax burden on 
owners of property which has been 
earmarked by the City for possible fu
ture streets. Owners of such property 
are barred from developing it, but 
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meantime are held liable for the annu
al taxes. This proposal brought out 
some interesting points of view. The 
long-range planners in the audience 
held that this is small sacrifice to make 
for the future orderly development of 
a community. Others felt it was a 
matter of individual concern which did 
not call for action by a state-wide body 
of architects. One member asked if 
this was a taxpayers' convention or an 
architects' convention. However, the 
majority deprecated this attitude as 
being shortsighted and not accordant 
with today's broader social conscious
ness. Noticeable throughout all dis
cussions of the delegates, in fact, was 
a growing sense of responsibility to
wards the community as distinct from 
their own personal problems or in
terests. 

A limited number ~of Certificates of 
Merit were awarded to the Architec
tural Exhibition although judging was 
somewhat hampered by the fact that 
in some cases plans did not accompany 
the drawings. New York winners were 
Alfred Hopkins & Associates for the 
Gun Hill Housing project, Moore & 
Hutchins for the New York State 
School of Industrial & Labor Relations 
at Cornell, Voorhees, Walker, Foley 
and Smith for their Fresh Meadows 
project and York & Sawyer for the 
Veterans' Hospital at Washington. 

Association officers elected for next 
year were C. Storrs Barrows, President, 
James S. Whitman, 1st Vice President, 
Irving Seelig, 2nd Vice President, E. 
James Gambaro, 3rd Vice President, 
John W. Briggs, Secretary and Max
well Cantor, Treasurer. 

The convention is invited to Roch
ester next year. 

A BID FROM BRITAIN' 
The following invitation has been 

received from the Royal Institute of 
British Architects. 

Dear Sirs: I am sure your mem
bers will be interested to know that, 
at the invitation of the Nottingham, 
Derby and Lincoln Architectural So
ciety, the Council of the R.l.B.A. have 
decided to hold the annual confer
ence in 1949 in Nottingham. The 
Conference will take place from the 
29th June to 2nd July 1949, and a 
very interesting programme is being 
arranged. We are always glad on these 
occasions to have'- the company of 
visitors from the United States and 
if any of your members are likely to 
be in Europe at that time I hope they 
will communicate with me so that I 
can send them copies of the pro
gramme. 

C D. Spragg, Secretary 
R.I.B.A. 66 Portland Place, 
London, W. 1. 
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PHILADELPHIAN5' VISIT 
On Saturday, October 16, a busfull 

of visitors from the Philadelphia Chap
ter toured Manhattan by arrangement 
with the N. Y. Dep~tment of Parks 
and under the guidance of Mr. John 
Haslip, representing Commissioner 
Robert Moses. After arriving in a spe
cial car of the Reading R. R. the group 
visited our Chapter exhibit at the Mu
seum, the Battery Tunnel, the city's 
east-side asphalt plant, the U. N. site 
and .headquarters and a number of 
new housing projects. President Sleep
er welcomed the visitors at luncheon 
at the Town Hall Club. 

The Philadelphia architects, includ
ing their Chapter President, Mr. Louis 
McAllister, were accompanied by 
wives, draftsmen, students, engineers, 
a representative of the Reading R. R. 
and two members of the P~iladelphia 
Planning Commission. Mr. Beryl Price, 
Chairman of the visitors' Special Ac
tivities Committee, was in charge of 
the outing. 

iiLE MANUFACTURER'S DINN·ER 
Some 140 members, hungry for 

technical information and for the ac
companying filet mignon dinner, at
tended an evening meeting on October 
19 at which the Tile Manufacturers' 
Association, through the courtesy of 
Edwin Bateman Morris, A.I.A. showed 
colored pictures of the manufacture 
of various kinds of tile. 

Mr. Morris, with amusing anecdotes, 
stressed the importance to architects 
of a thorough knowledge of materials. 
Kenneth Gale, design manager of the 
Mosiac Tile Company, Zanesville, 
Ohio, described the manufacturing 
processes illustrated. This kind of op
portunity for architects to learn the 
details of a complex manufacturing 
process is indeed to be welcomed. 
Th.rougli sticn am11iarity, bot the -
aesthetic and economic aspects of de
sign can be improved. _ 

For example, during ·the giscussion 
period which followed the picture, the 
architects present, by a vote of 130 to 
6, favored the use of the natural run of 
color in tile, instead of tile meticu
lously and expensively sorted for ut
most uniformity. Despite the opinions 
of architects the mass demand for the 
uniform product makes a change in the 
procedure impracticable from the 
manufacturer's point of view. This 
should be a challenge to the profession. 
Does the public taste really differ so 
from the · professional? Perhaps it is 
the competing tile companies who 
have sold the public in the past on the 
idea of uniformity. Would it not be 
to the advantage of all concerned to 
convert the public to a kind of tile 
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which besides being simpler and less 
expensive to manufacture is, in the 
opinion of architects, more aesthetic? 
This is indeed a field where architect, 
manufacturer and public reJations ex
pert could work to~ther for the ad
vancement of both the profession and 
the trade. 

Quite aside from aesthetics, the 
manufacturers might well avail them
selves of the architects' analytical ap
proach to manufacturing problems. 
After the meeting a number of com
ments were heard about the complexi
ty of the processes illustrated. These 
are of course the result of long and 
slow evolution as the machine replaced 
hand methods bit by bit. Although 
the expense of redesigning a plant 
completely in accordance with the 
latest mechanical developments would 
be- considerable, it mightoe war or 
manufacturers to encourage and even 
pay for observation and analysis of 
their processes by competent archi
tects! 

While welcoming every opportuni
ty, such as this meeting, that makes 
architects more familiar with the work 
of manufacturers, let us not be back
ward in making known our own de
sires and capabilities. In this way the 
interests of the profession can be ad
vanced and the standards of public 
taste improved. 

"STATION1 WAIA" 
On October 26, new members were 

given an indoctrination of martinis 
and manhattans. The occasion was the 
annual cocktail party of the Chapter, 
to which members and their wives 
turned out in force. 

By way of exploring the possibili
ties of a Student Associate branch in 
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BUILDING A WARDS RESUMED chological, sociological, and economic 
factors. The concluding chapter deals 
with the architect's duties and oppor
tunities and offers some useful sugges
tions as to the maintenance of happy 
relations between architect and client. 

The Chamber of Commerce of the 
Borough of Queens has resumed its 
annual awards for the design and con
struction of buildings according to 
president Frank S. O'J-Iara, Jackson 
Heights realtor. The author poi.r;its out~ that recent 

The awards will be made for excel- conditions have been favorable main-
lence of plan and construction of ly to the development of th~ smaller 
buildings erected in Queens between type of shop, but the broader problems 
1942 and 1948. Bronze plaques will involved in the design of large em-
be presented to the owners of build- poria are not neglected. At the outset 
ings in fourteen classifications and the he deprecates "a current tendency to 
architects and building contractors will use overly decorative backgrounds and 

trick architectural effects in a desreceive certificates. The Queens 
Chamber has sponsored the comped- perate search for novelty," noting the 
tion since 1926. necessity, however, for some small 

d h trickery in drawing the attention of The awards will be presente at t e h b · bl' ... ul " 
Queens Chamber's annual dinner at t e ~ying pu ic to imp se mer-
the Hotel Commodore on December chandtse. , 
7 _ _The_..:Bnilding iiwz Committee_ __ Mr. Ketchum~~ text, even._ _w~ere -------: 
consists of architects . Simeon Heller, techntc ~ provi es exc;:ee mg .Y pleas-
chairman, Arthur Allen, Benjamin ant re~dmg and the illustrat10ns are 
Braunstein and Raymond Irrera, civil absorbtng t1:1roughout. Although many 
engineer William L. Savacool, and of the drawings and ph?tographs show 
Alfred N. Warwick, president of the the wor.k of other ar~hitects, the lar~e 
construction firm of Eugene F. War- propomon represe.ntt?g the. authors 
wick, Inc. o.wn work. clear!~ md1cates his exten-

The awards, which were suspended s1v~ ~xpertence. 10 the .field. Though 
during the war, are being resumed to bwldmg . mat~rtals and meth~s may 
stimulate better design and construe- develop in d~ver&ent ways. which we 
tion of buildings in the borough. cannot no~ v1.sualtze, the~e 1s ~o doubt 

that the prmc1ples enunciated m Shops 

SWEDISH D~SIGN1 

Dean Richard F. Bach, of the Met
ropolitan Museum of Art, informs us 
that on Saturday, November 27, at 
3: 00 P.M., Sven Erik Skawonius will 
speak at the Museum on "Swedish 
Design: 1917 to the Present." Mr. 
Skawonius is Director of the Swedish 
Society of Arts and Crafts, and his 
talk should be of interest. 

& Stores will always be of fundamen
tal value. 

THE CATCH BASIN1 

the Chapter, a group from the Colum- MEMBERS !N PRINT 

Many of us have had jobs of such 
character as to call for a grand open
ing to the public. On the day set, the 
architect presents his engraved invite 
and nears the premises with pardon
able pride induced _ by the knowledge 
of work well done. The feeling is 
short-lived. That transparent gossamer 
screen staggers under the weight of a 

bia School of Architecture had been Our fellow-member, Morris Ketch-
.._.....,_ _ _,invite :om:e--party. Th-nrud==s--r-t-t---um--, --,,.r-., is the aut or o ops & 

boys & 1 girl) seemed keenly inter- Stores, a recent addition to the Pro-
ested in the proceedings and pleased gressive Architecture Library issued 
at the opportunity of meeting and by the Reinhold Publishing Company 
talking to practicing architects who, of New York. He has presented a copy 
up till then, had been only names to to the Chapter Library. 
them. The book contains some 302 pages 

President Sleeper inaugurated our of text, profusely illustrated. It be-
own network W AIA ( 115 on your gins with a brief review of the past 
dial!) with a broadcast of welcome to history of the subject, particularly as 
the new members who were paraded manifested in this country. The main 
before the mike and introduced. The body of the work opens with a de-
president also voiced the thanks of the tailed analysis of the planning prob· 
Chapter to Eleanor Pepper, Chairman, lems involved and proceeds to an ex· 
and all members of the Exhibition and haustive technical discussion of equip-
Public Relations Committees for their ment and materials. The remaining 
herculean efforts in connection with half of the volume is devoted to the 
"Tomorrow's World." study of merchandise display, to a 

The proceedings were then turned comparison of the general types of 
over to Miss Dorothea Waters, who, shops and stores, and to questions of 
in fitting words, presented each worker shopping environments, - all with 
with a token of the Chapter's ¥ratitude. much searching reference to rsy-

or5€41oe--0Lreses-j>roclaiming GGO ~--
LUCK. Streamers flutter from the 
acoustical ceiling. The main motif is 
completely obliterated by red, white 
and blue bunting, demonstrating that 
even patriotism can be carried too far. 

In anticipation of such possible dese
cration, perhaps clients can be con
vinced to consult their architects be
fore calling in the flower and flag 
man. A quick sketch might bring real
ization of how such decoration should 
be designed to complement the archi
tecture. To prove the _point it might 
help to show the client a photo of a 
sweater girl with emphasis in the 
wrong places. In addition to the aes
thetic aspect there is also the practical 
consideration of insurance against 
spiked flashings, pierced mortar joints, 
and cracked plaster. 

CHARLES K. HIRZEL 
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INDIA CALLING 
From the office of Edmund R. Pur

ves, A.I.A., Director of Public Rela
tions in Washington, comes word of 
a request from the Embassy of India. 
A team of competent town planning 
experts is required by the Government 
of East Punjab, in"' working out a plan 
for the . new capital city of this prov
ince created by the partitioning of. 
India. The ~ite and other details are 
described in several pages of notes 
available for inspection in Miss 
Waters' office. 

All those interested should send ap
plications to Mr. T. S. P. Ram, Second 
Secretary, Embassy of India, 2107 
Massachusetts Ave. N. W., Washing
ton, D. C. 

CANDIDATES 
According to the By-Laws of the 

Chapter, names of candidates for mem
bership shall be submitted to all mem
bers before consideration by the Com
mittee on Admissions. Information 
received regarding the qualific~tions 
of the following candidates will be 
considered confidential: 
Corporate Membership: 
1. Charles K. Agle 

Sponsors: William F. R. Ballard 
Henry S. Churchill 

2. Harry L. Brumond 
Sponsors: William E. Delehanty 

Randolph Evans 
3. Vincent Furno 

Sponsors: William F. R. Ballard 
Morris Ketchum, Jr. 

4. Bernard William Guenther 
Sponsors: Charles B. Meyers 

William F. R. Ballard 
5. Bernard Johnston Harrison 

Sponsors: William F. R. Ballard 
Morris Ketchum, Jr. 

6. Russell Mertens Krob 
Sponsors: Percy Cashmore 

Charles W. Beeston 
7. Nelson Bush Mead 

Sponsors: George T. Licht 
John· W. Waterbury 

8. John Donald Tuttle 
Sponsors: Henry Otis Chapman 

Randolph Evans 

Associate Membership: 
1. Walter W. H. R. Jones 

Sponsors: Joachim Accurso 
Perry Coke Smith 

ADDITIONS TO CHAPTER LIBRARY 
Mrs. Morris Sanders has presented 

to the Chapter a cpllection of books 
consisting of approximately 150 vol
umes from the architectural library of 
her late husband. 

Included are about a dozen folios 
and quartos devoted to line drawings 
of classic and Renaissance buildings, a 
lar$e number of more or less standard 
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works on all types of recent architec
ture both in this country and abroad, 
and many books and magazines cover
ing interior design and decoration 
over the last quarter century. 

The Chapter is deeply indebted to 
Mrs. Sanders , for this material. It is 
particularly desired that our library 
contain the publications of members, 
as well as certain standard works of 
reference. This gift contributes to these 
categories since it includes copies of 
Chester Price's renderings of Ten 
Country Houses by Delano and Ald
rich and of the Kidder-Parker Hand
book, neither of which had hitherto 
been received. 

A BLUEPRIN:T FOR Bi.UEPRIN' USE 
Before you discard that old set of 

blueprints, why not re-examine them 
to see whether or not they may serve 
some useful purpose? For example, the 
Education Committee is seeking blue
prints for transmission to local drafting 
schools. Prints will serve as models of 
architectural drafting techniques. They 
need not be for a complete building. 
By exhibiting the work of your star 
draftsmen you will show students what 
our drafting objectives are. 

There are many drafting schools in 
our community and hence many prints 
are needed. Please dust them off now 
and send them to Chapter Head
quarters, attention of Ben John Small, 
Chairman, Education Committee. 

LICEN·SING BUILDERS 
A bill is pending in the New Jersey 

Assembly providing that no one ex
cept property owners upon their own 
property, licensed architects, engineers, 
and land surveyors, may operate as a 
building contractor or engage in the 
business of erection or alteration of 
any building until he shall have been 
licensed by the Commissioner of La
bor. Qualification requirements -will 
include endorsement of two reliable 
builders, literacy, at least 3 years of 
construction experience, and posting of 
a surety bond. If this bill becomes 
law, it might have an echo in other 
states. There have been several un
successful attempts since 1912 to li
cense builders in N. Y. State. 

N·EW STAff 
The members of the Editorial Com

mittee on Public . Relations are also 
the personnel of the Oculus staff. Here 
are the names of the new committee 
members for this year. 

Ronald Allwork 
Philip G. Bartlett 
Charles K. Hirzel 
William B. Hornblower 
Edward E. Post 
Samuel A. Scoville 
Mortimer E. Freehof, Chairman 
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0 SAY CAN' YOU SEE 
A dinner meeting on November 30 

promises to be of unusual interest. Dr. 
Darrell B. Harmon will speak on his 
own special technique of adjusting 
the entire 'environment of school chil
dren for better seeing. He will analyse 
the physiology of sight, the effect of 
various factors on the beholder and 
the many things that can be done 
about it. 

Dr. Harmon is a physician whose 
accomplishments in the schools of Tex
as have awakened the entire country 
to a better understanding of seeing as 
an architectural problem. He will pre
sent not only theories but statistics 
based upon extensive controls. His 
:findings have a bearing on every kind 
of building in which people use their 
eyes. 
FELLOWSHIPS 

Upon the recommendation of the 
Chapter's Committee on Fellows, the 
Executive Committee has approved 
the names of eight Chapter members 
for advancement to Fellowship in the 
Institute. 

Accordingly, nominations, together 
with supporting data, have been for
warded to the AIA Jury of Fellows, 
for the following men: 

Frederic Rhinelander King 
John C. B. Moore 
William Platt 
Louis Skidmore 
Harold Reeve Sleeper 
A. Stewart Walker 
Lawrence Grant White 
Frederick James Woodbridge 
Supporting letters from fellow-

members on behalf of candidates for 
this high honor have proven in the 
past to be a definite factor in election 
to fellowship. You are therefore urged 
to write to the Jury of Fellows of the 
AIA, Octagon Bldg., Washington, 
D.C. on behalf of anyone on the above 
list whom you -know personally and 
who you believe should be so honored 
by the Institute. 
CATALOG COMPETITION• 

A competition, sponsored jointly 
by the Institute and the Producers' 
Council, offers Architects an oppor
tunity to voice their opinions on the 
type of descriptive literature -which 
best serves their needs in selecting and 
specifying building products. 

Members are urged to send to Less
ing W. Williams c/ o Geo. B. Post & 
Sons, 101 Park Avenue, before De
cember 10 (the deadline) their selec
tions of intelligently presented adver
tising material. 

The actual brochures or catalogs 
need not be forwarded providing suf
ficient detailed information is sup
plied to permit their identification and 
the securing of copies from the source. 


