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UNIFICATION sible, are to be accompanied by pres-
A special luncheon meeting was called entation plans. If more than one pro-
on July 18th at the request of the ject is submitted entries should be 
President for the ur ose of resent- numbered on the reverse side in the 

- ingfO- the apter t e rec-"'-omm-i-~e-n--.-a--...-,-n'Tti~f\f ererence. No stipulated 
tion of the Executive Committee con- size or medium of presentation is re-
cerning the extremely important quired but it is essential that the ex-
matter of the unification of the archi- hibits be offered in a manner suitable 

for exhibition. tectural groups in the Greater New 
York Area and to determine the sense In connection with the exhibit an 
of the Chapter on a definite plan for award of $75.00 is to be made to the 
action. New York State architect of the small 

house judged best by a competent jury. 
The recommendation was handed to It must contain not more than 25,000 

each member who attended the lunch- cubic feet, exclusive of garage if at-
eon so that every one had an oppor- tached and shall have been built since 
tunity to read it through before the 1936. A photograph, preferably 8x10 
meeting began. The sum and sub- and presentation plans (not working 
stance can best be expressed in Mr. blue prints) are required, together 
Smith's own words "Union for with a diagram on the reverse side of 
strength of action in civic affairs, pro- plans showing cubic contents analysis. 
f essional ethics and public relations, 
with the preservation of the autonomy Chapter members are urged to sub-
of the present groups for social, tech- mit representative examples of their 
nical and local interest purposes." work. Exhibits should be sent to the 

Chapter office at 115 East 40th Street 
A resolution to put this recommen- by September 18th, where they will be 

dation into effect was passed unani- packed and shipped by the Chapter. 
mously and the Unification Committee, 
Matthew del Gaudio, chairman, Lewis ANNUAL MEETING 
J. Adams and Lawrenc~ Bottomly: was At the ann.]!al meeting, .held June 

----·rns ructed- to carry out the program. sixth at the Architectural League, the 
The .first step of the Committee will New York Chapter reelected the offi-
be to get in touch with the 0th.er ar- cers of its Executive Committee. Perry 
chitectural groups with a view of ac- Coke Smith will serve another year as 
complishing something concrete to- President, Morris Sanders as Vice-
wards unification in the fall. President, Robert McLaughlin as 

Treasurer. and Theodore Young as 
Secretary. Two new members of the 
Executive Committee were chosen to 
succeed Robert O'Connor and John 
C. B. Moore, whose terms expired. 
Albert G. Clay and Frederick J. 
Woodbridge will serve until 1949. 

EXHIBITION TO BE HELD 
AT STATE ASSOCIATION 
CONVENTION 

The State Association convention to be 
held in Buffalo October 17th, 18th, 
and 19th will include an exhibition of 
the work of New York State architects. 
All architects of the State are urged 
to submit, through their local organi
zation, work which they have com
pleted or projected since 1936, includ
ing all types of buildings. Photo
graphs, ·sketches or models, when pos-

The President called upon the 
Chairmen of several Chapter commit
tees to read their reports of the year's 
activities. Mr. Smith stated that as in 
former years full copies would be on 
file in the Chapter office where mem
bers may peruse them at will. 

FALL ACTIVITIES IN 
PUBLIC RELATIONS 

The establishment of a clearing house 
of information_ru ilie Chapter office is 
already a matter of interest to the pub
lic. This is evident from the notice
able weekly increase in the number of 
calls, requests for articles, material etc. , 
Our six months' old program has been 
extremely active but not aggressive to 
a point of high production. Your 
Committee believes, therefore, that the 
next steps should be to enlarge the 
scope and to form a definite public re
lations policy. We offer the sugges
tions listed below as a means of ac
complishing these ends. Please bear 
in mind that your Committee does not 
propose to complete each project out
lined within the space of a few months 
but merely enumerates several avenues 
of approach. 

The platform: 

1. Continue the use of broadcasts to 
members to handle the steadily increas
ing numbers of requests from the out
side. 

2. Create the opportunity for mem
bers to' express publicly-their opinions 
as individuals. 

3. Decide in advance each month 
which phase of activity should current
ly be emphasized and choose the prop
er medium through which to present 
it. For example, work up prepared 
radio program using opportunity out
lined in Public Relations Broadcast 
# 7 as a basis. Select subjects for 
publication and place with syndicates. 
Work up lectures on chosen subjects 
deliberately aimed at selected audi
ences. 

4. Your Public Relations Commit
tee stands ready to help all Chapter 
Committees develop any phase of their 
work which may be newsworthy and to 
advise as to ways and means of bring
ing this work into the public eye. 
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE 
ANNUAL REPORTS 
The OCULUS prints excerpts from 
the annual reports to give the Chapter 
a survey of the achievements of its 
committees. 

ADMISSIONS 
Francis W. Roudebush-Chairm4n 
The Committee held eight meetings 
during the year. 

Recommendations were made to the 
Executive Committee as follows: 

65 Candidates recommended for 
Corporate A.I.A. membership. 

5 Candidates recommended for As
sociate membership. 

ARCHITECTURAL CRITICISM 
AND AESTHETICS 
Robert S. Hutchins-Chairman 
The first general meeting of the Com
mittee was for the purpose of estab
lishing the possible methods of bring
ing about, through enlightened criti
cism, a higher standard of architec
tural design and work in the f rof es
sion and fuller appreciation o good 
design on the part of the public. 

Several kinds of activity were sug
gested and discussed by the Commit
tee. Of these the following were ap
proved as being desirable and pos
sible. 

1. Discussion and criti~ism within 
the profession for the aid of its mem
bers. To accomplish this it was pro
posed that a panel of Chapter mem
bers be named as consultants for ar
chitectural criticism. On the panel 
should be represented the various 
schools of architectural thinking of 
the times. From the panel it would 
be possible by arrangement for any 
Chapter member to select and enlist 
the advice and constructive criticism of 
several of his respected contemporaries 
acting as a committee. The author of 
the design would, of course, be asked 
to explain briefly the limitations and 
requirements of the owner and the 
meeting would develop as a round 
table discussion. Although a tentative 
panel has been named, the Committee 
has not yet approved the list nor have 
those listed been asked to participate. 

2. The Committee was agreed that 
the several architectural magazines 
should be urged to publish more criti
cal material on architecture. From the 
publishers' and c;ritics' point of view 
there are certain risks involved in view 
of there being no precedent in law for 
protection against damage suits. It is 
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proposed that during the coming year The Committee, through its chair-
an evening meeting of the Chapter be man, and at a meeting with the full 
devoted to this subject and that we Committee, has been in touch with 
attempt to find a policy which will Cooper Union to strengthen the archi-
permit increased architectural criticism tectural school which has been going 
in their journals in the interest of the on there for a great many years. It 
profession and of the public. was suggested to Dr. Burdell that with 

the discontinuance of the architectural 
CIVIC DESIGN school of New York University a 
Robert O'Connor-Chairman school giving architectural degrees in 
Thirteen meetings have been held dur- the center of the city might have many 
ing the year. advantages. The city of New York 

The most important activities dur- now possesses only Columbia Univer-
ing the year, aside from consideration sity. Cooper Union has worked out a 
of matters being presented in public full report, with the help of the chair-
hearing before the City Planning man, which is to be submitted to the 
Commission and on which the Civic directors, advoc~ting that the school 
Design Committee has submitted a set up f~ll reqm:e~ents for a deg~e_e __ 
number of recommendationswiili ffi-e--arnt---obtaur permrssron.-from th m-
approval of the Executive Committee, versity .of the State of New York to 
have been: award 1t. 

1. The preparation of a memoran
dum to the several candidates for 
Mayor of the City of New York prior 
to the election of 1945, bringing to 
their attention a number of points re
garding problems of city planning. 

2. A dinner meeting, on March 4, 
1946, of the combined Civic Design 
and Executive Committees with repre
sentatives of important insurance and 
banking interests, for an informal dis
cussion of large scale urban redevelop
ment. 

3. A meeting with the chairman of 
the City Planning Commission for a 
discussion of that body's work, es
pecially with regard to the prepara
tion of a master plan of land use for 
the city . . 

EDUCATION 
Ralph Waiker~Chairman 
The Committee was formed on the 
new procedure of a group of vice
chairmen interested in-

1. Architectural E~ucation - Mr. 
Walter Kilham. 

2. Contact with the Brunner Schol
ars - Mr. Cameron Clark. 

At the beginning of the Chapter 
year there was a great deal of interest 
shown by . the Army in trying to get 
architectural education to men at the 
coQ.valescent hospital at Camp Upton. 
Mr. Kilham and others made visits to 
Camp Upton and a small exhibition of 
drawings was also sent. It was found 
that the men were there for but such 
a short time that very little interest 
could be aroused as far as professional 
work was concerned. The Army then 
set up its own organization to handle 
this. 

FEES AND CONTRACTS 
Max Foley-Chairman 
The Committee has met on several 
occasions during the year to discuss 
the working of the present Chapter 
Fee Schedule and the advisability of 
abandoning this schedule and adopt
ing a graduated scale of fees as has 
been done in several other Chapters. 

Up to the present the Committee 
has not felt that there is enough data 
available to warrant this very important 
step. 

The goal- of the architectural pro
fession, ·so far as fees are concerned, 
should undoubtedly be the establish
ment of an arrangement whereby the 
architect is· paid a fixed fee for his 
services plus reimbursement of all of 
his costs. This arrangement would 
provide fair compensation to the ar
chitect as a professional man. 

MEMBERSHIP 
Frederick G. Frost, Jr.-Chairman 
Without any promotion on the part of 
this Committee the Chapter member
ship has had a net increase of 45 dur
ing 1945-1946. There were 71 new 
members of whom 56 were newly 
elected corporate members, 3 associate 
members and 12 corporate members 
transferred from other ·Chapters. 26 
members resigned, died or transferred 
to other Chapters. 

As a result of a joint recommenda
tion by this Committee and of the 
Unification and Admissions Commit
tees it is now the practice of the .Ad
missions Committee not to recommend 
for corporate membership any artjll
tects who are not citizens of the United 
States. 
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PUBLIC .RELATIONS 

Albert G. Cay-Chairman 

This report covers the four months 
from February first through May 
Thirty-first. Mrs. McKinney joined 
the Chapter staff during the last wc:ek 
in January as assistant to the f:xecuhve 
Secretary in charge of Public Rela
tions. In setting up the program em
phasis was laid on the development of 
a number of specific contacts with the 
public through means of the radio lec
tures, magazine articles and other pub
lications rather than on routine news 
releases-with the idea that the ex
pansion of actual public relations in 
these fields would result in more solid 
and enfightenea stra1gli pu dtf 
later on. One of the main purposes 
of the program has thus been to dis
cover the actual contribution of the 
individual architect to public interest, 
to draw him out and engage him 
wherever possible in expressing him
self directly through any of the numer
ous channels by which he can make 
himself known. 

To that end two methods of ap
proach have been used, the interview 
~nd the broadcast. The Public Rela
tions Broadcasts, of which there have 
been six to date, go out to the entire 
membership when the proposed pro
ject is of sufficient value. As a result 
of the response to the broadcasts and 
in pursuit of a definite policy of talk
ing with as many Chapter members as 
possible Mrs. McKinney has inter
viewed between thirty and forty archi
tects. The material obtained through 
the interviews serves the specific pur
pose of the moment and adds to the 

~----mcreasihg fund for public information 
which can be drawn on as occasion de
mands. A file is kept on topics, speak-. 
ers, lecture material, special .fields and 
talents. 

An example of the type of public 
relations project in which Chapter 
members took definite part was the 
Housing Week Program at the Benja
min Franklin High School. The school 
is located in a bad slum area at 116th 
Street and the East River Drive. The 
student body is composed of 2200 boys 
of high school age. The principal 
asked the cooperation of the New 
York Chapter in securing speakers 
from among its members who were 
qualified to discuss the purpose and 
value of community planning before 
small groups of students and to con-
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duct question and answer periods on 
the same subject. The Yorkville Hous
ing and Planning Council contributed 
a scale model of a proposed housing 
project; this model had been con
structed by the students during an ear
lier program. The Chapter office sent 
out a broadcast to which there was an 
immediate response. We were able, 
on short notice, to supply ten speakers 
to the school, each of whom conducted 
at least one hour's session. Some men 
returned for extra sessions. The Ar
chitects who spoke covered a wide 
range of experience in architectural 
background, ranging from private 
practice to the Regional Plan, the De
partment of Public Works and the 

Ymkr eitrffousfog .A:uthoritr, 
The East Harlem Housing Project was 
presented with slides. The school 
found the program to be of enormous 
value and the speakers reported an 
ama·zingly interested and intelligent re
sponse. Dr. Covello, the principal of 
the school, is preparing a detailed re
port to the Board of Education and to 
the Superintendent of Schools recom
mending that the program be enlarged 
and extended to sixty public schools in 
the metropolitan area and that it be re
peated yearly in his own school. The 
report will be available for use as 
magazine material. 

A partial list of other Public Rela
tions activities will indicate the wide 
variety covered. 

1. Lecture course on House Plan
ning-a!chitect requested to give five 
of a series of ten remunerated sessions 
at the Ballard School. This has been 
arranged for the fall term 1946. 

2. Steady pressure from news stand 
publications and new magazines for 
bandwagon material on the small 
ho~e. We have supplied some infor
mation and have gotten in touch with 
the members who might be interested. 

. 3 .. Non-comme~cial radio program 
1s being set up to include informal dis
cussion and opinions on housing, new 
materials and equipment, home plan-
ning financing etc. . 

4. Two feature articles placed with 
Scripps-Howard news syndicate. They 
requested material to build a factual 
story around an architect, a veteran 
who is his client and the building of 
the veteran's house from site choice to 
finish. 
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5. Town Hall Meeting of the Air
contact was established and a proposal 
made to include an architect in their 
contemplated program with Wilson 
Wyatt on the national housing crisis. 
Program was postponed but material 
obtained from many interviews with 
members is now available. 

6. Material supplied for numerous 
inquiries from national and some for
eign magazines for a wide variety of 
subjects. 

NEW SPONSOR FORMS 

The Admissions Committee has pre
pared new sponsor forms in an en-

_dea_vo to elicit _ _fuller _ information 
from endorsers of new candidates. 
Members who receive these forms are 
asked to fill them in with as much de
tail as possible. 

CANDIDATES 

The names of the following candidates 
have been presented for membership 
in the Institute. 

1. Jonathan Fairchild Butler 

Sponsors: 
Eric Gugler 
Fred A. Godley 

2. Graham Er-skine 

Sponsors: 
Arthur 1. Harmon 
Harold C. Bernhard 

3. George Hils -Ferrenz---

Sponsors: 
Tirrell J. Ferrenz (Chicago 

Chapter) 
Paul 1. Wood (Westchester 

Chapter) 

4. Frederick C. Genz 

Sponsors: . 
Henry Hofmeister 
John H. Thiesen 

5. Harry Frederick Green 

Sponsors: 
Ferdinand L. Liebmann 
Morris Lapidus 
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6. Albert Otto Halse 9. Milton Sherman 12. Morris Whinston 

Sponsors: Sponsors: Sponsors: 
Edgar I. Williams Lloyd Morgan Irving Kudroff 
Leopold Arnaud George C. Rudolph Sidney L. Strauss 

7. Joseph Judge 10. Walter Knight Sturges Associate membership 

Sponsors: Sponsors: Louis Walter Scholl 
E. James Gambaro J. Sanford Shanley Sponsors: 
Carl C. Braun J. Hamilton Coulter 

Seymour R. Joseph 
J. Stanley Sharp 

8. Samuel Katz 11. William James Taylor 

Sponsors: Sponsors: 
Ben John Small Tirrell J. Ferrenz (Chicago 

___ Lester S. La.Pierre Chapte_9 ___ 
Paul L. Wood (Westchester 

Chapter) 


