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Basel Kais, AIABasel Kais, AIA

ADVOCATING FOR AND 
ADVANCING THE PRACTICE 
OF ARCHITECTURE AND 
DESIGN IN SOUTHERN NEVADA



I Am A Member Of The American Institute Of Architects (AIA) Because... I want to be part of 
change; I want to be part of the growth of architecture and Architects; I want to help make Architects 
a crucial part of society; I want to see the day when Architects are as revered as doctors. History 
shows us that there was a time when Architects were all these things and can be again – a time when 
architecture defined who we are as a people.  I truly believe that the AIA can add great value to all 
Architects in ways they may not believe. I say “can” because I believe we as Architects have a lot of 
work to do and the AIA is our greatest advocate for enacting that change. 

I am a Registered Architect in Nevada and a proud University of Michigan and UNLV alumnus. 
Originally from Grand Rapids, Michigan, I have been in the Las Vegas valley for almost 16 years and 
have witnessed its tremendous growth. I have been fortunate to have been involved with this growth 
in all aspects of architecture from conceptual and zoning to construction documents and construction 
administration on projects ranging from small tenant improvements to multi-family and schools. 
The majority of my time is spent on the valley’s ever-expanding Multi-Family market, having been 
responsible for such projects as Elysian @ Hughes, Elysian @ Flamingo and Tanager II in Downtown 
Summerlin. When I am not focused on architecture, you can find me spending time with my wife and 
our two dogs, attending a football game at the Big House or travelling the world.

What is the most important thing you have learned?   Listen. Listen to everything – your mentor, your peers, your family, your acquaintances, 
music, nature – everyone and everything has a story to tell and we can learn so much just by listening.

What is your favorite piece of architecture?  There are so so many inspirational pieces of architecture that have built my love of architecture 
from FLW’s Meyer May House and Fallingwater to Herzog & de Meuron’s Signal Box. But the architecture that has always intrigued me the 
most are the Pyramids at Giza – the level of detail, the greatness one feels while in their presence, it is overwhelming. I could go on and on 
about them, but the significance they have had on our world and architecture cannot be measured. I implore anyone with the means to visit 
Giza do so at least once in their lifetime.

What do you believe needs to be the next area of innovation in our profession?  The next area of innovation needs to be how we deliver 
projects to clients – from design to construction. As technology continues to grow, we should embrace as much of it as possible. The use 
of 3D technology and augmented reality allow clients to walk through their project before the first piece of dirt has been moved. This can 
also help with our internal coordination and even be an instrumental element of educating the next generation of Architects. There are firms 
already using some of these technologies, but we should aim to make this an industry standard. Eventually, it may revolutionize how we 
design any project. I have always imagined a future in architecture where we can meet on-site and project a 3D holographic building before 
our eyes that we can “walk through.”

If you were to change one thing about our profession today, what would it be?    Architects must revisit their stance on collaboration. 
Too often Architects’ ability to collaborate with other firms is impeded by the liability legalese of our profession – and for good measure – but 
we need to find a way to communicate more, to cross the metaphorical aisle, in an effort to produce better projects. We all have brilliant 
thoughts and ideas to share, but we choose to hold them close to the vest. This trend will slowly deteriorate our ability to innovate and 
thrive, not as individuals, but as Architects collectively. Imagine doctors and surgeons refusing to share medical knowledge regarding a new 
surgical method or course of treatment, and your path to recovery in an emergency is dependent upon being sent to the ER with the more 
knowledgeable doctors. We would refuse to live in such a place and demand change. Well, we should strive for the same sort of change in 
architecture. That is not to say that our jobs as Architects are comparable to that of our first responders, but we should always be an advocate 
for clients and endeavor to do right by them, and for them, just as doctors must do for all of us.
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Sincerely, 

John Sawdon, AIA

AIA Las Vegas closed out October with a bang! I would like to thank our members for all the support 
and participation they provided for our first annual Topgolf Event. We completely sold out with 
over 160 outstanding golfers playing a mix of the Tournament Style play and Angry Birds Free Play.  
Congratulations to TERPconsulting for winning 1st Place in the Tournament Style play and to Grand 
Canyon Development Partners for 2nd Place. Of course, it wouldn’t be in our nature not to also 
acknowledge those who “BOMBED” the Angry Birds Free Play so congratulations to LGA Architecture 
for doing so, though we will acknowledge that they played on the hardest setting. We would like to thank 
the Topgolf staff for providing us with great tacos and cocktails as well as outstanding service and 
experience.  I would also like to thank our Premier Diamond Sponsors for this event; Forte Specialty 
Contractors and TORI Contracting. We thank you for your support!

For the AIA Las Vegas membership meeting, we hosted “Architect in the Hot Seat – Mock Deposition” 
at the AIA Office.  This was one of our most informative events of the year going with our theme of the 
“Business of Architecture.”  Our friends at W&D Law, LLP provided their keen insights and strategies 
in the event you are faced with a deposition, which as they mention, is how about 80% of lawsuits are 
settled. A special thank you to Jeremy R. Kilber, Esq., Peter L. Stacy, Esq., and John T. Wendland, Esq. 
for their time and expertise in facilitating this event. 

To end the month, we had the AIA Las Vegas Annual Board Retreat. This was an opportunity to revisit our strategic plan, review the chapter’s 
goals and objectives, and make the necessary adjustments to keep our chapter in strong financial health while providing our members with 
the best services and programs we can. This is where your incoming President James Horvath, AIA presented his ideas for 2023 as well and 
where the incoming President-elect Troy Moser, AIA shared his thoughts for 2024. The retreat included both the existing board members as 
well as incoming board members. Stay tuned for great things in 2023!

As you can see, October was a busy month for the Chapter and its members!  As we plan ahead for the rest of the year, mark your calendars 
for our Allied Member Appreciation event coming up on Wednesday, November 16 at 5:30 where we will thank our Allied Members for their 
investment in our profession.

Finally, the event you can’t miss. Our end-of-year AIA Las Vegas Holiday Celebration and AIA Nevada Award Ceremony will be upon us very 
soon. The event is scheduled for Friday, December 9, 2022 at the Four Season Hotel starting at 5:30 pm. Be sure to buy your tables and 
tickets as we celebrate architecture, our accomplishments and welcome in our new board members. We look forward to seeing you there!
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Our Member Meetings are sponsored by our 
Visionary and Platinum Sponsors

Missed An AIA Las Vegas 
Membership Meeting?  

Don't Fret!
We've got it right here!  

CLICK HERE 
for the 

Entire AIA Las Vegas Video Archive.

NOVEMBER MEETING
"Allied Appreciation"

Don't miss our November Meeting 
where we say "Thank You" to our 

Sponsors and Allied Members.

Our Allied Members are a valuable part of our organization and we 
sincerely appreciate their support by being members, by providing 
sponsorships and by their participation with us as leaders on 
committees, and in support of our programs and events. 

When:  Wednesday, November 16th - 5:30 - 7:30pm
Cocktails and Hors d' Oeuvres at 5:30 in the office and 		
the program begins at 6:15pm.

Where:  Bergman Walls & Associates, Ltd.
709 Valle Verde Ct., Henderson, NV.  89014

RSVP to Kelly at klavigne@aianevada.org
There is no charge to attend but an RSVP is Mandatory. 

In Person RSVP No Shows will be invoiced $35.

mailto:klavigne@aianevada.orgThere
mailto:klavigne@aianevada.orgThere
https://aialasvegas.org/videos/?video-category=membership-meetings&video-year=2022
https://klaijubawald.com/
https://knitstudios.com/
https://www.bwaltd.com/
https://grandcanyoninc.com/
http://www.harrisengineers.com/
https://www.tjkengineers.com/
https://www.tjkengineers.com/
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2022 AIA LAS VEGAS HOLIDAY CELEBRATION

and
AIA NEVADA EXCELLENCE IN DESIGN 

AND DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARDS

Join us on Friday, December 9th, 2022 as we take a look back at 2022,
Celebrate Excellence in Design and Distinguished Service and kick off the Holiday Season!

This special black-tie optional event begins at 5:30PM in the Grand Ballroom at the Four Seasons Hotel Las Vegas
3960 S. Las Vegas Blvd., Las Vegas, NV.  89119

Evening includes the following
Complimentary Valet Parking, Cocktail Reception, 

2022 AIA Nevada Excellence in Design Exhibit
Complimentary Drink Ticket, Three Course Holiday Dinner, and 

Champagne Toast

Tickets $225 each - Couples $450 - Tables of 10 @ $2,250

 Email Kelly at klavigne@aianevada.org
to reserve your tickets / table today!

CLICK HERE for Information about our special room rate at the Four Seasons

Click here for more sponsorship Information

We will also be collecting monetary donations and Gift 
Cards for The Good Deed Project.  

Don't forget to bring your donations

mailto:klavigne@aianevada.org
https://www.bwaltd.com/
https://aialasvegas.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/2022-Design-Holiday-Sponsorship-Booklet.pdf
https://www.thegooddeedproject.org/
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First Place went to the team from TERPconsulting 
with a score of 257 points

Second Place went to the team from Grand Canyon 
Development with a score of 254 points

Last Place went to the team from IMEG with a 
score of 122 points

Worst Angry Birds Bomb went to the team from 
LGA Architecture

The Team from Daniel Joseph Chenin, Ltd.

The Girls Team from KNIT

The Team from Commercial Roofers

The Team from Lixil

The Team from Faciliteq

The Team from Sletten Construction

Our first annual AIA Las Vegas Topgolf Event was held on Thursday, October 13th and was a great success!  A good time was had by all.

Special thanks to our Diamond Sponsors, 
Fortè Specialty Contractors and 

Tori Contracting

The Team from NV5

Our Sapphire Sponsors were IMEG and KNIT 
Our Ruby Sponsor was Nevada Lighting 

Our Emerald Sponsors were 
ACS Group and BhK Designs, Inc.

The Team from Fortè Specialty Contractors

Click Here To See All Topgolf Pictures

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.573479014665489&type=3
http://fortedesignbuild.com/
http://toricontractingllc.com/contact/
https://www.imegcorp.com/
https://knitstudios.com/
https://nevadalighting.com/


AIA LV "LEARN ABOUT /TURN ABOUT" PRODUCT SHOW7
The AIA Las Vegas "Learn About / Turn About" Product Show was held at the Westgate Hotel and Casino on Wednesday, September 28th.
We wish to thank all our Exhibitors, Continuing Education Providers and "Turn About" Participants.  A special Thank You to all the Firm 
Principals who gave their time to make the "Turn About" Luncheon a success. AIA would also like to thank Ken Ratigan from the Westgate, 
Joe Kordecki from Viper Exhibition Services, Andy Banuchi from Encore, Eric Anderson from GES and Levi Ellyson and 501 Studios for their 
photographic services.  Last, but certianly not least, we would like to thank all the attendees.  We can't do it without you!

Our Sponsors Matt Clarke and Tara Christensen 
of SunStone Building Specialties

Jim Knight representing American Insurance

The Gang from Folk Landscape Architects

Nevada Sales Agency won the Exhibitor Prize

Grand Canyon Development Company 
was well representated

Carlos Fernandez picks a winner at the Noble Booth

Innova Technologies represented themselves well

A good time was had at the 
Good Deed Project Booth

Mark Dowell, AIA Emeritus and 
Jeffrey Sarmiento, AIA catch up

Mike McGettigan, Lance Kirk, AIA and Allied 
Committee Chair Kayleigh Hasshaw

Christine Weick and Violetta Alcantara 
represented Bank of Nevada

CLICK HERE to see all the pictures 
from the 2022 AIA Las Vegas "Learn 
About / Turn About" Product Show

https://www.sunstonespecialties.com/
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.569158188430905&type=3


https://coralstoneusa.com/


CONTINUING EDUCATIONATION9
 AIA LAS VEGAS CONTINUING 

EDUCATION LUNCHEONS

 If you are interested in providing a 
Virtual, Hybrid or In Person AIA Las 

Vegas CE Luncheon
Click HERE for more information

The Nevada State Board of Architecture, Interior Design & 
Residential Design in partnership with the Nevada Chapter of the 
American Institute of Architects is offering an opportunity for Nevada 
architects, interior designers and residential designers to earn all of 
Nevada's 8 required health, safety and welfare (HSW) continuing 
education units (CEU's) and 2 Code Requirements.

AIA/NSBAIDRD VIRTUAL C.E. SEMINAR  IS 
SCHEDULED FOR NOVEMBER 4TH

To register snd receive the full 8 hours of 
C.E./HSW Credits and 2 Code Requirements,

PLEASE CLICK HERE.  

The registration fee is $95 for all four sessions.  

SEMINAR SCHEDULE
Session 1  - 8:00- 10:00am

Technology Trends Throughout the Lifecycle of Design, 
Construction and Operation of Facilities
Presented by Marin Pastar, AIA, NCARB

Global Technology Leader, Vertical Information Modeling | Jacobs
This session will provide an overview of the current top technology 

trends in the AEC Industry, and how they impact the traditional practice 
of Architecture many of us are used to.

Break - 10:00 - 10:15am 
Session 2  - 10:15am - 12:15pm

Mediation for Design Professionals: How Did We Get Here? 
Presented by Paul J. Weinberg, Attorney at Law
Christine Drage, Founding Partner, W&D Law

Kevin J. McGrath, J.D., VP Professional Svcs., Risk Strategies Co.
Society is clearly becoming more litigious, and design professionals are 

being drawn into litigation with ever-increasing frequency. Insurance 
companies and clients alike want to minimize their risk; mediation is 
a relatively inexpensive and rapid alternative to litigation. How does it 

work, and how can you prepare for it?
Lunch - 12:15 - 1:15pm

Session 3  - 1:15 - 3:15pm
New This Year: Choose Your Building Code Session

Option 1: "2021 IRC Update
Presented by George Williams, MCP, CBO - West Coast Code 

Consultants, Inc.
OR

Option 2: "IBC Chapter 8: Interior Finishes"
Presented by Todd Snider, PE, SE, CBO - West Coast Code 

Consultants, Inc.
Break - 3:15 - 3:30pm

Session 4  - 3:30 - 5:30pm
Housing that Heals: Trauma-Informed Design and 

Supportive Housing
Presented by The Nevada Housing Coalition

Join Nevada Housing Coalition for a panel discussion on Trauma-
Informed Design (TID)  This session will showcase examples of 

projects that have successfully incorporated TID and discuss 
research illustrating how a trauma-informed approach to the physical 

environment can promote health, safety, and well-being for residents of 
all backgrounds

A New Way to Earn LUs Online
AIAU courses are rigorously 

curated and target your professional success no matter where 
you work in the industry. Earn LUs online, anytime.

CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFORMATION

https://aialasvegas.org/education/continuing-education/
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_LJjVwmJ8RKS-EKBc9_Ke1A#/registration
https://www.aia.org/nevada
http://nsbaidrd.org/
https://aiau.aia.org/
https://www.helixelectric.com/
https://www.de-simone.com/


AIA NEVADA DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARDS10

Architectural Acoustics
Mechanical System Noise Mitigation

NFPA 72 Speech Intelligibility (STI) Modeling
Auditoria & Performance Venue Acoustics

Vibration Analysis & Mitigation
Field Testing & Measurement

MIKE SCHWOB, PhD, PE 
702.677.8108

schwobacoustics.com

DON’T FORGET 
WHAT YOU CAN’T SEE.

https://schwobacoustics.com/
http://www.moserarchitecture.com/landing.aspx?id=7&Page=home
https://nevadasalesagency.com/
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ASSOCIATE
Ana Fimbres, Assoc. AIA

EV&A Architects

Craig J. Mireles, Assoc. AIA
EV&A Architects

Aashna Panwala, Assoc. AIA
EV&A Architects

WELCOME NEW & REINSTATED  
MEMBERS!
ARCHITECT

Gregory Faulkner, AIA
Faulkner Architects, APC

John Torpey, AIA Emeritus (upgrade)

Daniel D. Hoffman
Collins + Collins, LLP

Christopher Wiesen
BLT SMRT

ALLIED

Join Us!  
CLICK HERE for information on  

how to become a Member of  
AIA Las Vegas! 

What are you waiting for?

SHARE YOUR PROJECT IMAGES 
ON OUR SOCIAL MEDIA

AIA Architects in Las Vegas are producing some of the most 
beautiful and innovative architecture in the world.  

We’d like to highlight and feature these projects on our Social 
Media platforms.  All we need is for you to send us a photo(s) that 

we can use on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and Linked In…..
to recognize your firm’s work. Give us the name of the project….

the location….and the name of the firm.   
We’ll do the rest.

Send all images directly to our Social Media Manager, Lori Lea 
lorimlea@aecindustrypro.com 

The AIA 2030 Commitment sets ambitious achievable targets for 
carbon reduction –leveraging your influence in the design process.  
By signing on you gain access to the best practices and comparative 
tools to track your performance.
•	 ARCHITECTS HAVE THE POWER TO CREATE A 
         SUSTAINABLE FUTURE

The 2030 Commitment enables firms of all sizes to advance 
energy-efficient and resilient design approaches while elevating 
their practice, boosting their profile and saving money for 
clients.

•	 SAVE ENERGY, SAVE MONEY
A typical 2,500 square-foot single-family home in Mobile, 
Alabama designed to perform 70% better than the 2030 
baseline would yield the following approximate annual savings.
•	 22.6 MWh less energy
•	 $2,050 in energy cost
•	 9 metric tons of CO2e reduction

•	 BUILDINGS GENERATE NEARLY 40% OF ANNUAL 
GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS. 

•	 DESIGN PRACTICES HAVE THE GREATEST IMPACT ON 
BUILDING ENERGY USE
Architects have the most influence on Design

JOIN THE MOVEMENT NOW!  AIA.ORG/2030 COMMITMENT

AIA Las Vegas Mentors

Associates, Young Architects, 
and Students Need You!

JOIN TODAYJOIN TODAY
Contact Glenn Nowak, AIA at  glenn.nowak@unlv.edu

TJK Consulting Engineers’ Director of 
Operations and AIA Las Vegas Allied 
Director, Kayleigh Hasshaw, has just 
passed the Certified Professional 
Service Marketer (CPSM) exam! 

Congratulations, Kayleigh! The CPSM 
credential distinguishes individuals 
with a high standard of experience and 
expertise in marketing professional 
services who have demonstrated their 
knowledge of the practice through a 

thorough examination of marketing competency.

Kayleigh has been a member of AIA and a leader of the Society of 
Marketing Professional Services (SMPS) serving as past Las Vegas 
President in the AEC industry for several years. During her time in 
the industry, Kayleigh has become the trusted advisor, expert, and 
friend that everyone knows is dependable, bold, and resilient. 

Congratulations to Kayleigh Hasshaw, CPSM for this significant 
accomplishment and milestone in her career!

GOOD JOB KAYLEIGH!

mailto:lorimlea@aecindustrypro.com
mailto:glenn.nowak@unlv.edu
https://aialasvegas.org/join-us/
https://www.aia.org/pages/6464938-the-aia-2030-commitment
https://www.aia.org/pages/6464938-the-aia-2030-commitment
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baltimore | denver | las vegas | los angeles | nyc |  phoenix 

code consulting
accessibility consulting

f ire protection engineering 
fire protection reports

  construction management
f ire protection system inspection and testing

you design amazing spaces. 
we ensure their safety.

+1.702.953.9436
terpconsulting.com

WRIGHT ENGINEERS 
RECEIVES NATION’S  

TOP FIRM AWARD
Representatives from each of Wright 
Engineers’ five offices gathered in Las 
Vegas last month to accept the award 
for the nation’s #1 Best Structural 
Engineering Firm to Work For.  The Best 
Firm to Work For award recognizes the 

top A/E firms in the US and Canada based on an anonymous survey 
and criteria such as workplace practices, benefits, and retention 
rates.  “This is the fifth year in a row Wright Engineers has been 
ranked number one,” said CEO Brent Wright.  “We know that it’s our 
great people who make Wright Engineers a special place, and this 
award is a reflection of what they do every day.”

All of the AIA Las Vegas / AIA 
Nevada Newsletters since 1997 
are now online?  That's right.  Take 
a step back in time and see what 
was happening in March 1998 or 
December 2004.  Looking for that 

article from last year?  What was happening when you first joined?
It's all here!  CLICK HERE and take a stroll down Memory Lane!

https://usmodernist.org/index-aianv.htm
https://lgaarchitecture.com/
https://silverlandsinc.com/
https://coreconstruction.com/
https://terpconsulting.com/
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KNIT ACQUIRES ART AND EXPANDS 

FOOTPRINT IN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST 

Knit is excited to announce that they have acquired Architects 
Rasmussen Triebelhorn (ART) in Federal Way, WA.   

ART has nearly 50 years of experience providing planning, design, 
and architectural services in the Pacific Northwest. ART carries 
a long history of tradition and values that align with Knit and a 
portfolio of community-based projects for various public agencies, 
education-based clients and other commercial work. 

"This merger brings 2 strong firms together, each with over 40 years’ 
experience of providing professional architectural services, that will 
provide an expansion of reliable client services to our current clients 
and open doors for new clients, project types and locations."

- Rhonda Gillogly, AIA
Partner

Knit has had an opportunity to team with ART over the past 4 years 
on a variety of projects in the Pacific Northwest and the timing 
for a formal merger seemed to come at a perfect time as Knit was 
looking to grow their operations in Washington while expanding 
their services into the southern Puget Sound.

– Eric Roberts, FAIA
President/CEO, Knit

https://www.whiting-turner.com/
https://501studiosphotography.com/
https://lagedesigninc.com/
https://www.ocmi.com/
https://www.a-rt.org/
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The AIA FORUM is your newsletter.  
It is provided as a member benefit and 
to help you stay informed on Chapter 
happenings, meetings, ideas and activities.  
We invite your participation in the form of 
articles and editorials. 

If you have information you’d like to share 
or if you’d like to comment on an article, or 

provide new information or a point of view, please let us know via 
email to Kelly Lavigne, klavigne@aianevada.org 

WHAT DO YOU HAVE TO SAY?

mailto:klavigne@aianevada.org
https://www.tjkengineers.com/
http://g2ce.com/
https://blueheron.com/


DESIGNING COMMUNITY
Knit believes architecture can elevate 
and transform lives, fostering community 
wherever we live, learn, work and play.

knitstudios.com

CSN Betty Engelstad School of Health & Sciences
2021 AIA Nevada Citation Award Winner

https://knitstudios.com/
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LIVE & IN PERSON

Time: 11:00am - 1:00pm PST
They will be meeting at 

The Arts District
Meet at the AIA LV Office 
1131 S. Casino Center Blvd.

LV., NV.  89104

You should bring your own 
sketch supplies.

Don't forget some water and 
something to sit on.

A hat, jacket, sunglasses and 
sunscreen is still a must. 

702-498-3658 Eric's Cell

SATURDAY, NOV. 12THSOMETHING FOR EVERYONE!
AIA LV COMMITTES AND MEETING SCHEDULES
AIA Las Vegas COTE Committee
Chair: Rick Van Diepen, AIA  rick@GRNVision.com
Virtual Meeting 1st Thursday of each  month at 11:30am

AIA Las Vegas Affordable Housing Committee
Co-Chair: Monica Gresser, AIA  mgresser@brazenarchitecture.com
Co-Chair: David Kim, AIA david.kim@matterrealestate.com
Virtual Meeting 2nd Tuesday of each month at 5:00pm

AIA Las Vegas Allied Members Committee
Chair: Kayleigh Hasshaw khasshaw@tjkengineers.com
Virtual Meeting 4th Wednesday every other month at 9:30am

AIA Las Vegas Government Affairs Committee
Chair: Chris Lujan, AIA  clujan@tska.com
Virutal Meeting Schedule 1st Wendesday of each month at 4:00pm

AIA Las Vegas Justice, Equity, Diversity and Inclusion Committee
Co-Chairs: Melvin Green, AIA  melvin@kmearchitects.com

Sydney Katz, katz@spkatz.com
Virtual Meeting 4th Thursday of each month at 4:00pm

AIA Las Vegas Education Outreach Committee
Chair: John Torpey.  AIA  jot751@aol.com
Hybrid Meeting 4th Tuesday of each month at 1:00pm

AIA Las Vegas Women In Architecture Committee
Chair: Monica Gresser, AIA mgresser@brazenarchitecture.com
Hybrid Meeting 4th Tuesday of each month at 4:00pm

AIA Las Vegas UNLV School of Architecture Committee
Chair: Glenn Nowak, AIA  glenn.nowak@unlv.edu
Virtual Meeting 4th Tuesday of the month at 10:30am

AIA Las Vegas Strategic Planning Committee
Chair: John Sawdon, AIA  johns@knitstudios.com
Virtual Meeting 4th Thursday of each month at 10:00am

AIA Las Vegas EPYAF Committee
Chair: Brandon McLaughlin, AIA  mclaughlinb38@gmail.com
Virtual Meeting 2nd Wednesday of each month at 3:00pm

AIA Las Vegas Urban Sketchers Committee
Chair: Eric Roberts, AIA  ericr@knitstudios.com
Virtual or In Person Meeting 2nd Saturday of each month at 9 or 
10:00am

STEP UP!  
JOIN AN AIA LV COMMITTEE

Want to get involved?  
There’s no better way than to 

join an AIA Committee. 

mailto:rick@GRNVision.com
mailto:mgresser@brazenarchitecture.com
mailto:david.kim@matterrealestate.com
mailto:khasshaw@tjkengineers.com
mailto:clujan@tska.com
mailto:melvin@kmearchitects.com
mailto:katz@spkatz.com
mailto:jot751@aol.com
mailto:mgresser@brazenarchitecture.com
mailto:glenn.nowak@unlv.edu
mailto:johns@knitstudios.com
mailto:mclaughlinb38@gmail.com
mailto:ericr@knitstudios.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/USkLV
https://www.american-ins.com/
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Grab a cup of coffee and enjoy a virtual coffee 
break with Anne Johnson, AIA
Founder and Principal, SparkFlight Studios.
	

 Anne is an Architect and artist with a passion 
for improving communities through public art 
and attractive, sustainable design.

COFFEE 
with an 
ARCHITECT

Hosted by  
Kayleigh Hasshaw, 2022 AIA Allied Member Director

 Tuesday, Nov. 15th, 2022 - 9:30am PST

REGISTER here right now ... and be one of the first  
AIA Members to join the conversation with Anne.

There is no cost to attend but you must register online in order to 
receive the instructions to join the meeting.

Please Click Here for the Coffee With An Architect Archive

WHAT DOES      STAND FOR?

•	 We stand for equity and human rights 

•	 We stand for architecture that strengthens our 
communities 

•	 We stand for a sustainable future 

•	 We stand for protecting communities from the impact of 
climate change 

•	 We stand for investing in the future 

•	 We speak up, and policymakers listen

If you stand for these things, and you value the work you do 
as an architect, then stand with the AIA as an active member 

and work to protect your profession and improve your 
community and your world.

Where is your Ad in the FORUM?
CLICK HERE  

for Advertising Information

https://www.pentabldggroup.com/
https://www.slalandarchitects.com/
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZErd-iuqz4iGdVTOVDel8J5g9UbHX0BWpDq#/registration
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLMVzUS-bS0HB9EGb2nsz2Z2PYm7pS5N7x


COMMITTEE NEWS18
AIA LAS VEGAS EDUCATIONAL 
OUTREACH COMMITTEE
John O. Torpey, AIA
Chair

Committee member, Wade Simpson, AIA, was 
the first committee member to participate in 
the Career Tech Talks last month with Central 
Technical Training Academy. He thought that it 
was a worthwhile event and recommends that 
our members continue with this venue. The 

students asked lots of questions with Kimberly Adams moderating 
and went beyond the scheduled time for this interview based on 
their level of interest. Thank you Wade for your time involved in this 
outreach. We have three more dates that are already scheduled.

The Construction and Career Day at the College of Southern Nevada 
on October 14 was a success. We had more than fifty students come 
to our table to discuss career paths in architecture with us. Thank 
you to Committee members  Stacey Hatfield (NSBAID) and Lelia 
Friedlander and 4th year UNLV student and president of AIAS, 
Ivan Gonzalez-Vazquez, AIAS, who joined me to represent us to 
interested high school students.  The four of us enjoyed the chance 
to discuss the various future plans that these students shared.

Committee member Mili Turnbull and I plan on attending a career 
fair scheduled for November 3, 2022 during Community Night at 
Lied STEM Academy (LSA) and will begin in class mentoring with a 
weekly visit starting November 7th.

If you are currently not a member of the AIA Education Outreach 
Committee and would like the opportunity to participate please 
contact me via e-mail: johntorpeyaia@gmail.com or 
cell# 702 580-5903.

mailto:johntorpeyaia@gmail.com
https://grandcanyoninc.com/
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CONGRATULATIONS NEW REGISTRANTS!

AIA Las Vegas would like to welcome newly licensed Residential Designers Travis Martin, Rickie Wu, Keith A. Miller, Chad Walker and Rudolfo 
Hernandez and newly licensed Archtiects Jose J. Amaya-Rosales, Benjamin P. Garberson, Claudia Rubio-Franco, Assoc. AIA and Selena 
Sining Huang to the design profession. They were all sworn in at the NSBAIDRD Board Meeting on Wednesday, October 19th. 

Welcome and good luck in your careers 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/michael-mcgettigan-pe/
https://srbuilt-usa.com/
https://lochsa.com/
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What are the chances everyone in the office can agree on the 
temperature?  For some, it's never warm enough; others like near-
arctic conditions.  This inevitably leads to a cycle of thermostat 
battles with the cold-blooded cranking it up followed by the warm-
bodied turning it down followed by...   It's easy to see why some 
have resorted to installing fake thermostats that aren't connected 
to anything so the self-appointed rulers of the ambient temperature 
can fiddle with the useless buttons to their heart's content.

What is it about our pets? For people of all ages and walks of life, 
pets fill a special place in our families and daily lives. They bring us 
joy, affection, peace of mind, compassion, and eventually heartache 
when they cross the rainbow bridge.  Most of all, they bring us their 
irresistible, abounding love. This exhibition offers an opportunity to 
share our pets with others.

Exhibition:  November 20,2022 – January 19, 2023 

Pet Portraits at the Government Center Rotunda Gallery 

R E V O L U T I O N  E N G I N E E R I N G  
MECHANICAL, ELECTRICAL,  PLUMBING DESIGN 

https://rightbrain.wrightengineers.com/
https://www.clarkcountynv.gov/government/departments/parks___recreation/services/public_art/public_art_calls/gallery_art_calls/index.php
http://www.armstrong.com/
https://www.revolutionmep.com/
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This year Construction Leadership Council (CLC) hosted the 2022 
Las Vegas Canstruction Competition at the CSN North Las Vegas 
Campus June Whitley Lounge from September 24 to October 14, 
2022. Canstruction is an international non-profit charity that adds a 
competitive spin on collecting food donations for local communities. 
Groups and companies compete in a competition and build 
structures out of cans of food that are then donated to a local food 
bank at the conclusion of the event. 

This year’s Las Vegas Canstruction Competition theme was
“Vegas – Classic to Contemporary” and included four (4) 
structures that were sponsored by Burke Construction, McCarthy 
Building Companies, Nevada Contractors Associations' CLC 
Committee, and The PENTA Building Group partnered with Klai 
Juba Wald and UFP Construction Products (aka The PENTA Team). 

Nearly 14,000 cans were used to build all structures and were 
donated to Three Square Food Bank at the conclusion of the event! 

Thank you to all the companies who participated in the event and 
to all the volunteers that assisted on Build Day and Tear Down Day. 
CSN was an amazing partner in allowing us to use their venue. 

The 2022 Las Vegas Canstruction Competition would not have been 
such a successful event without the support of our amazing NCA 
members who continue to help our Southern Nevada Community 
by giving back.  

LAS VEGAS CANSTRUCTION 
COMPETITION A TOWERING 

SUCCESS!

CANSTRUCTION 
Suzy Young
Director of Marketing and Business 
Development
Centurion Consultants

Burke Construction’s WNBA Las Vegas Aces structure was awarded 
“Best Meal”, “Best Original Design” and “People’s Choice.” 

The PENTA Team was awarded “Most Cans” for their Rockin’ Out 
Hunger Guitar that consisted of 4,325 cans of food! 

McCarthy Building Companies had a classic design of the Luxor 
Hotel & Casino

CLC Team had a contemporary design of the Las Vegas Golden 
Knights Tunnel Helmet. 



COMMUNITY NEWS23

Life in Death at the Winchester-Dondero Gallery
  The entry deadline is September 13th, 2022

Clark County Parks and Recreation presents “Life in Death: Day 
of the Dead,” a two-day festival featuring displays, an art exhibit, 
performances, craft sales, and food vendors at Winchester Cultural 
Center and Park, 3130 S. McLeod Drive. The event will explore 
cultural traditions related to the Mexican holiday of El Día de los 
Muertos, or Day of the Dead. The Gallery will host an exhibition of 
various artists celebrating the art of Day of the Dead and will feature 
the beauty that comes from such a unique event. Artists are advised 
to learn Day of the Dead traditions, which honor the dead, but also 
confront death itself, often with a humorous attitude.

Day of the Dead should not be confused with Halloween. Best in 
Show and Honorable Mention awards will be selected for categories 
of experienced, amateur, and youth. Selectees will receive a gift 
card to Desert Art Supply This exhibition will be juried by local artist 
Estefania Rangel.

Application Deadline:     September 13th, 
2022 Exhibition:      October 24 - November 25, 2022 
Reception:      Wednesday, November 2, from 5:30-7:30 PM

*Official Call Post and Rules can be found on the Clark County 
Public Arts website

*Applications are to be submitted electronically by emailing: 
CCPublicArt@ClarkCountyNV.gov

https://www.ala-lv.com/
http://www.poggemeyer.com/
https://grnvision.com/
https://www.clarkcountynv.gov/government/departments/parks___recreation/services/public_art/index.php
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Merging Your Firm With Another Firm?  
Hired A New Employee? 

Having A Baby?  Getting Married? 
Congratulating Someone On A Job 

Well Done?
LET US KNOW!  

We'd like to share your news! 
Send announcements to Kelly at klavigne@aianevada.org

Every bank has 
business accounts.
Ours come with accountability.  

PROUD SUPPORTER OF 
AIA Las Vegas

ASID'S ANNUAL FRIENDSGIVING DINNER
November is the time to be thankful, a time to remember and 

embrace those who enrich our lives.

ASID'S Annual Friendsgiving Dinner is an opportunity to forge new 
friendships and connect with old friends and colleagues. Bring your 

friends and family - the more, the merrier!

November 10, 2022 | 6:00pm - 9:00pm

ESG Gallery
5011 Sobb Ave Las Vegas NV, 89118 

GIVING BACK!

In the spirit of giving, we will be supporting The Good Deed 
Project and Firefighter's Memorial Transport. Proceeds from the 

evening will be split between the two charities. 

**** Space is limited - get your ticket today! ***

RSVP to attend 

RSVP Here

mailto:klavigne@aianevada.org
https://fealasvegas.com/
https://www.westernalliancebancorporation.com/bank-of-nevada
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/asids-annual-friendsgiving-2022-tickets-444804300637
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FAS44
FREYBOY ART SALON
Exhibit features Parisian-themed images from world-renowned 
photographers Louis Stettner, Renè Groebli, Alain Laboile and Kit 
Young.  Please call for a private showing.

Inspiring images from four internationally acclaimed artistic 
photographers will be on display at Michael Frey’s FAS44 gallery, 
offering a rare opportunity to experience the mystique and allure of 
Paris just off the Las Vegas Strip.

Presented by Frey and Michael Hulett of The Hulett Collection, the 
“Fall into Paris” exhibition will showcase the masterful works of 
esteemed photographers Louis Stettner, René Grobli, Alain Laboile 
and Kit Young. 

The exhibition is open and runs through Saturday, Nov. 19, 2022.
Closing Reception to be held November 17th, 4:30 - 7:00pm

“This show features stunning black-and-white photography that 
evokes all your memories and vivid emotions from the first time you 
visited Paris,” said Frey, an avid collector of fine art photography for 
more than 30 years. 

“These works allow you to smell the coffee and the croissants, 
marvel at the wide boulevards and the fashionable women in stylish 
skirts and Hermes scarves. They capture all the style and elegance 
of Paris, and you’ll be able to enjoy it right here in Las Vegas. I like to 
refer to it as ‘Fall into Paris … and fall in love.’ ” 

FAS44, 4044 Dean Martin Drive in Las Vegas. 
info@FAS44.com or call (702) 735-8322. 

Fall into Paris
a new fine art 

photography exhibit

THE CITY OF LAS VEGAS CELEBRATES

We invite the community to celebrate National Hispanic Heritage 
Month with a variety of events through Nov. 12, 2022. All activities 
are subject to change. Centers will be closed Oct. 28, Nov. 11 and 
Nov. 24-25 for holiday observance.

List of Events

mailto:info@FAS44.com
http://www.harrisengineers.com/
https://www.lasvegasnevada.gov/News/Blog/Detail/celebrating-hispanic-heritage-month
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In April, Charlotte Mayor Vi Lyles shared her city’s energy 
performance benchmarking report for the first time. Why? 

Because publicly available municipal benchmark goals not only 
entice more residents and businesses to move in, they can also 

generate annual energy savings of over 2%, according to the EPA.

AIA's Blueprint for Better campaign is a call to action for AIA 
members, architecture professionals, civic leaders, and the public 
to transform the practice of architecture to achieve a zero-carbon, 

resilient, healthy, just, equitable future for everyone. 

Answer with action.

Join the  Blueprint for Better campaign>

https://www.kordteg.com/
https://www.assuranceltd.com/
https://www.kimley-horn.com/
https://blueprintforbetter.org/articles/how-one-community-united-behind-its-mayors-sustainable-building-initiative/?j=123159&sfmc_sub=15715936&l=961_HTML&u=3619693&mid=514011323&jb=3001&utm_source=MarketingCloud&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2022_10_COM_B4B_Sustainability_Goals
https://blueprintforbetter.org/?utm_source=MarketingCloud&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2022_10_COM_B4B_Sustainability_Goals#signup
https://architectsfoundation.org/?utm_source=MarketingCloud&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2022_10_COM_11_AIA_Architect_Final


AIA NATIONAL NEWS27

The architecture and design event of 
the year is heading to San Fransisco 
June 7-10, 2023.

Real projects start with 
the industry standard
Before they broke ground, HBG Design ensured 
the Guest House at Graceland™ Resort was 
protected with AIA contracts. 

Learn more at aiacontracts.org/aiachapter

Photography ©Jeffrey Jacobs
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https://store.aia.org/pages/sale?utm_source=MarketingCloud&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2022_10_AS_Promo_Sale
https://theaiatrust.com/
https://www.aiacontracts.com/#/purchase?utm_term=aia%20documents&utm_campaign=Branded%20Maximize%20Conversion&utm_source=adwords&utm_medium=ppc&hsa_acc=8579796829&hsa_cam=18143664411&hsa_grp=143492781514&hsa_ad=626045139806&hsa_src=g&hsa_tgt=kwd-44196868&hsa_kw=aia%20documents&hsa_mt=p&hsa_net=adwords&hsa_ver=3
https://conferenceonarchitecture.com/
https://www.aia.org/nevada
https://network.aia.org/cof/home
https://www.aia.org/aia-architects?filters=typeFilters%3A2491%3B


https://klaijubawald.com/
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ARCHITECT / ARCHITECTURAL 

PROJECT MANAGER
and

ARCHITECTURAL DRAFTER / 
PRODUCTION SPECIALIST

kga, one of Nevada's largest commercial architectural firms, seeks an 
experienced Architect/Architectural Project Manager and Architectural 
Drafter/Production Specialist for our Las Vegas, Nevada, and Austin, Texas 
Offices. kga is a full-service Architecture and Interior Design firm with offices 
in Las Vegas, Nevada, and Austin, Texas.

Our growth is your chance to join an energetic, creative team of professionals. 
KGA is currently interviewing for a licensed Architect/Architectural Project 
Manager and Architectural Drafter in our Las
Vegas, NV, and Austin, TX locations:

•	 Architect/Architectural Project Manager
     kga has an immediate opening for a Healthcare Facilities Architect/   
Architectural Project Manager with a minimum of 5 years of experience 
and knowledge in Revit. The ideal candidate would be a licensed Architect 
and have experience in documentation and construction for Healthcare, 
Education, Public Facilities, and large-scale Commercial projects.

•	 Architectural Drafter / Production Specialist
         kga is currently seeking an Architectural Drafter / Production Specialist 
with a minimum of 5 years of experience in Revit.

These positions are for full-time employment with an excellent benefits 
package. Compensation shall be based on experience. 
Please submit your resume to Careers@kga.design

WANT TO POST A JOB TO 
THE AIA LAS VEGAS 

SOCIAL MEDIA, WEBSITE AND 
IN THE NEWSLETTER?

CLICK HERE TO FIND OUT HOW!

Build your team at 
the AIA Career Center.
Put us to work for you. Post your firm’s open positions with confidence and 
connect with 30,000+ highly qualified architecture and design professionals.

Visit the AIA Career Center today. careercenter.aia.org/employers

mailto:Careers@kga.design
https://www.strategicwd.com/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qa0d2mEv5yINMmps7ckarLMJeSPugdaV/view
https://kga.design/
https://careercenter.aia.org/jobseekers/
https://careercenter.aia.org/employers/


AIA LAS VEGAS CALENDAR
2022 AIA LAS VEGAS SPONSORS

silver

platinum

gold

visionary

DECDEC
9

LV Holiday Celebration and
NV Design & Service Awards

10
AIA LV Urban Sketchers Meeting

13
AIA Las Vegas Board Meeting

15
AIA Nevada ExCom Meeting

17
AIA Office Closes for the Holidays

Opens back up on Jan. 4th

19 - 26
Chanukkah

24
Christmas Eve

25
Christmas Day

26 - Jan. 1, 23
Kwanzaa

NOVNOV
4

AIA NV / NSBAIDRD Seminar Day
and

AIA NV Service Awards Submittals Due

6
Daylight Savings Time

Fall Back

8
Election Day

12
AIA LV Urban Sketchers Meeting

15
AIA Las Vegas Board Meeting

16
Coffee With An Architect
featuring Anne Johnson, AIA

and
AIA LV Membership Meeting 

"Allied Appreciaiton

17
AIA Nevada ExCom Meeting

24
Thanksgiving

JANJAN
1

New Year's Day

4
AIA LV Office Open

14
AIA LV Urban Sketchers Meeting 

"Las Vegas Museum of Art"

17
AIA Las Vegas Board Meeting 

19
AIA Nevada ExCom Meeting

25
AIA Las Vegas Membership Meeting

"2023 Kick Off"
and

Coffee With An Architect

'23'23

https://burkecgi.com/
https://decolightsinc.com/
https://klaijubawald.com/
https://knitstudios.com/
https://www.bwaltd.com/
https://grandcanyoninc.com/
http://www.harrisengineers.com/
https://www.tjkengineers.com/
https://www.helixelectric.com/
https://www.de-simone.com/
https://schwobacoustics.com/
http://www.moserarchitecture.com/landing.aspx?id=7&Page=home
https://nevadasalesagency.com/
https://lgaarchitecture.com/
https://silverlandsinc.com/
https://coreconstruction.com/
https://terpconsulting.com/
https://www.whiting-turner.com/
https://501studiosphotography.com/
https://lagedesigninc.com/
https://www.ocmi.com/
http://g2ce.com/
https://blueheron.com/
https://www.american-ins.com/
https://www.pentabldggroup.com/
https://www.slalandarchitects.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/michael-mcgettigan-pe/
https://srbuilt-usa.com/
https://lochsa.com/
http://www.armstrong.com/
https://www.revolutionmep.com/
https://www.ala-lv.com/
http://www.poggemeyer.com/
https://grnvision.com/
https://fealasvegas.com/
https://www.westernalliancebancorporation.com/bank-of-nevada
https://www.kordteg.com/
https://www.assuranceltd.com/
https://www.kimley-horn.com/
https://www.strategicwd.com/
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_LJjVwmJ8RKS-EKBc9_Ke1A#/registration
https://www.aia.org/resources/6521457-2022-aia-nevada-distinguished-service-awar
https://aialasvegas.org/event/november-coffee-with-an-architect-featuring-tba/
https://aialasvegas.org/event/november-2022-virtual-membership-meeting-hosted-by-the-aia-lv-government-affairs-committee/
https://aialasvegas.org/event/aia-nv-design-service-awards-and-aia-lv-holiday-celebration/



