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ADVOCATING FOR AND 
ADVANCING THE PRACTICE 
OF ARCHITECTURE AND 
DESIGN IN SOUTHERN NEVADA

AIA Las Vegas / AIA Nevada Executive Director



We are pleased to introduce Carlos Fernandez, the new Executive Director for AIA Nevada and 
AIA Las Vegas. Carlos comes to us from the Las Vegas Chamber of Commerce, the 6th largest 
Chamber of Commerce in the United States, where he served as a Public Policy Manager.  He is a 
graduate of UNLV and held the role of Program Manager in the office of the Vice President of Student 
Affairs.  He also served as President for the Consolidated Students of the University of Nevada (CSUN) 
where he oversaw a budget of 1.4 million dollars, which was used to invest in the experience of students 
through academic affairs, campus life programming, marketing, operations and scholarships.  

In his own words, Carlos provides the following statements on his background and plans for the 
Chapters.  “I am incredibly excited to embark on this journey and look forward to interacting with you, 
even if just virtually for now.”

“I wanted to take some time to introduce myself. I was born in Colombia and immigrated to Las 
Vegas in 2002. I have always been enamored by architecture and design which is something that 
was influenced by my father who was an architect in Colombia. I am a PROUD UNLV Rebel and a 
look around my office space makes that very evident, GO REBELS. I have a passion for travel and 
gastronomy. I’m always open to sharing a meal and receiving recommendations for must-try places 
either locally or abroad.”

“I come to AIA with a background in fields ranging from project management consulting and higher education to marketing and government 
affairs. I am particularly excited to join AIA for its values and unwavering commitment to equity and human rights, reducing our carbon 
footprint and protecting communities from effects of climate change, as well as AIA’s pledge to a brighter tomorrow for architecture with 
a strong emphasis on diversity. I want to ensure that we continue our efforts in building a strong legacy for architects and our community. 
Please feel free to reach out and bring forward any suggestions for improvement or change. United, we can create a stronger and more 
resilient future for all.”

Please welcome Carlos and work with him to continue the success of our chapters and our members in Nevada. 

I AM AIA LAS VEGAS MEMBER SPOTLIGHT2

CARLOS FERNANDEZ

http://www.bwaltd.com/


Sincerely, 

James Horvath, AIA
“As an architect you design for the present, with an awareness of the past, for a future which is essentially unknown.” – Norman Foster

Happy New Year! As we start 2021, we reflect on the past year and the challenges we have been through 
as well as the successes we have achieved. 

I know I speak for all of our members as I start off by thanking Randy Lavigne,  Hon. AIA for her 26 years 
of service to AIA Las Vegas and AIA Nevada. Randy, personally I would not be as prepared to serve as 
President this year if it wasn’t for your mentoring and love of this profession.  I also would like to thank 
our AIA Las Vegas 2020 President Lance Kirk, AIA and all of my colleagues on the Board of Directors. 
Lance’s dedication and leadership helped to guide this chapter through a pandemic as well as the search 
for a new Executive Director all while converting in-person meetings to virtual lectures, panel discussions 
and social chats. Though at times COVID-19 seemed to overshadow our year, Lance successfully led 
2020’s program Climate Change: Taking Action to Transform the Practice of Architecture, but we need 
to continue these efforts as well as advancing the AIA core values.

Syn-er-gis-tic   -- relating to the interaction or cooperation of two or more organizations, substances, or 
other agents to produce a combined effect greater than the sum of their separate effects.  

This year we focus on Synergistic Architecture as we actively seek to connect to our community, and 
work to engage our members in the creation of a greater whole than that of our separate efforts.  AIA Las 
Vegas has 11 committees that are made up of members who collaborate and work to advance the mission of the chapter.  I challenge each 
of you to become involved as we work together with our affiliated organizations of designers, contractors, engineers, landscape architects, 
manufacturers, suppliers and all others in the design and architectural community.  We will collaborate with them to find solutions that will 
help to build a better community for all. We have all survived a most challenging year, and even though we knew before, we have learned again 
the benefit of working together and supporting each other to protect and enhance our community.  

This month we will kick off our member meetings aligned with our Strategic Planning Committee and present “Bouncing Forward in 2021” 
as a discussion with Stephanie Rosol of Skye Coaching and Consulting. I hope everyone will be inspired by the discussion and also become 
inspired to join one of our committees listed below.  

If you would like more information on a specific committee or would like to join, a list of the current chairs and their email addresses is 
included in this newsletter.  More information can be found on our website at www.aialasvegas.org or by emailing klavigne@aianevada.org.

Each month I will close with a quote to inspire. Thank you for believing in me and I look forward to our journey together through 2021 as your 
AIA Las Vegas President.
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•	 Disaster Preparedness
•	 EP YAF
•	 UNLV SOA
•	 Affordable Housing
•	 AIA LV Governmental Affairs

•	 Strategic Planning
•	 Equity, Diversity + Inclusion
•	 Women in Architecture
•	 Education Outreach
•	 COTE 
•	 Allied Members

AIA NEVADA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Lance Kirk, AIA	            	              President 
Mike Andersen, AIA	              Secretary/Treasurer 
James Horvath,  AIA	 AIA LV President
Bradley Carlson, AIA                 AIA NN President
Dwayne Eshenbaugh, AIA              Past President
Randy Lavigne,  Hon. AIA        Executive Director

Maggie Will, Assoc. AIA      NN EP Director
Brandon McLaughlin, AIA    LV EP Director
Dennis Panars,  AIA            NCARB Advisor
Chris Lujan, AIA           SGN Representative
Mike Hillerby 		             Lobbyist

COMMITTEE CHAIRS AND ADVISORS

 AIA LAS VEGAS BOARD OF DIRECTORS
James Horvath, AIA	                               President 
John Sawdon, AIA	    	   President-elect 
Rick Van Diepen, AIA               	              Treasurer 
Ibrahim Kako, AIA		              Secretary
Alexia Chen, AIA	                                  Director 
Joyce Orias, AIA	                 	                Director 
Cesar Ceballos, AIA	                                  Director 
Troy Moser, AIA	                                  Director 
Joe Miller, AIA	                                  Director
Andrew Martin, AIA	                                  Director

AIA LAS VEGAS STAFF
Randy Lavigne,  Hon. AIA        Executive Director 
Kelly Lavigne                       Director of Operations

Open			                Director
Brandon McLaughlin, AIA                EP Director
Lee Hopkinson	                     Allied Director
Lance Kirk, AIA         		   Past President 
Daniel Ortega	                 Eduction Liaison 
Michelle Tapia, AIAS                   AIAS President 
Randy Lavigne,  Hon. AIA     Executive Director
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Dear AIA Members, 

When you spend your days doing something that you love, you are truly fortunate, and for 26 years I have 
been the most fortunate person that I know. For it has been my honor and my privilege to serve as your 
Executive Director.  

As I stand on the edge of “my retirement” my mind is flooded with the memories of all those 9,940 days…. 
And those of you who welcomed me and encouraged me to be a part of AIA and enhancing and elevating the 
profession.  I will be forever thankful to Jon Rappel, AIA for hiring me in 1995 for a little part-time job with 
the AIA Las Vegas Chapter of the American Institute of Architects, and to those who served on the board 
that approved my hiring –Brad Schulz, FAIA, Graeme Mahler, AIA, John Treston, AIA, Jerry Vielma, Assoc. 
AIA, Windom Kimsey, FAIA, Steve Carpenter, AIA and so many others. I have been honored to work with all 
the twenty-six Chapter Presidents and Board Members since that time, and I am so proud of the work we 
have done together to expand and enhance the Chapter and our community.  

Having previously worked in television, advertising, the music business, and sports marketing I think I finally 
found my soul here in Las Vegas with you. I’ve always said it was a good fit for me because I love beautiful and effective design, and I admire 
and appreciate those who have the vision and the talents to create it. 
That’s you, my architects.  

Yes, I admit that over the years I have grown possessive of my Chapters (AIA Las Vegas and AIA Nevada) and of all my members across the 
state. I think of each of you as my family, even if I haven’t had the opportunity to get to know each of you personally, I am proud of you and 
proud of being a part of the AIA and all we have accomplished together.  I have learned much from all of you and I thank you sincerely from 
my heart for your membership, your friendship, and your support.  

I am further honored to have worked with the most truly dedicated, talented and enthusiastic leadership of the Chapters over the last 26 
years. Each has contributed to the growth and success of our organization and advanced and protected the profession.  I want to say a special 
thank you to Lance Kirk, AIA 2020 President of the Las Vegas Chapter, for his extraordinary leadership through this challenging year. His 
foresight, his patience, judgement and guidance is the mark of a truly exceptional leader. Lance will go on to lead the AIA Nevada Chapter 
in 2021.  I also want to thank James Horvath, AIA, 2021 President of AIA Las Vegas for his thorough commitment and understanding of the 
importance of the Strategic Plan for leading the Chapter successfully into the future. With Lance and James and all those who serve on the 
Board, Chair Committees and take leadership roles, I leave knowing that the AIA in Nevada is in good hands. 

Though I am retiring I am pleased that Kelly Lavigne who has worked beside me for the last 24 years has chosen to stay on as Director of 
Operations, and that she has the institutional memory, the experience, the knowledge and most importantly, the great big heart to work on 
your behalf. She is a true treasure and I know she will work with and support the new Executive Director and continue to advance both the 
AIA Nevada and AIA Las Vegas Chapters. 

The AIA ED Search Committee and the AIA Nevada Executive Committee and the AIA Las Vegas Board of Directors have contracted 
an exceptional young man to fill the Executive Director role.  I have every confidence that he has the energy, the commitment and the 
determination to take the Chapter into the future and elevate the profession and the members.

So, finally I choose not to say good-bye, for I plan to continue to be a part of AIA, but I will say thank you for all the wonderful memories, 
lessons learned, challenges met and laughter that all of you have given me over the years. I treasure the times we have spent together.  I am 
eternally grateful and will be cheering from the sidelines for all of you.   Stay safe and stay well.

							       Best,

						    
							     
							       Randy Lavigne, Hon. AIA

 

Randy Lavigne,  Hon. AIA
AIA Las Vegas / AIA Nevada
Executive Director
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jmiller@nevadasalesagency.com
702.343.7434

Wedge Table 
Designed by Landscape Forms

https://www.nevadasalesagency.com/
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JANUARY MEMBER MEETING
“SYNERGISTIC ARCHITECTURE – BOUNCING FORWARD”

As we leave 2020 behind…. And launch into a whole New Year, let’s put our best efforts forward and look at our 
world in a brand new way – positive, energetic, hopeful and synergistically.  Our first Virtual Member Meeting 
of the year is scheduled for Wednesday, January 20th at 5:30PM via Zoom. Our focus will be on “Bouncing 
Forward in 2021” and we’ve enlisted the support of Stephanie Rosol of Skye Coaching and Consulting.  She will 
share strategies from the world of positive psychology on adapting with resilience, bouncing forward rather than 
bouncing back.  Her presentation will include a discussion on the use of the Cynefin Framework and Polarity 
Management to support decision making and problem solving in complexity.   

Stephanie Rosol, SPR PCC works with leaders and teams to improve performance, enhance 
communication, and increase satisfaction in both professional and personal domains.  As an executive 
coach, thought-partner, leadership consultant and HR advisor, she brings 25 years as a Senior 
Executive and Non-Profit Leader.  She offers perspectives from the front line to the board room, inside 
and outside of business, to listen and support organizational leaders as they navigate the choices in 
their lives.

As Vice President of Human Resources for Wynn Las Vegas and as Corporate Director for Talent 
Development with Caesars Entertainment, she was responsible for organizational culture and 
engagement initiatives impacting more than 100,000 employees.  Stephanie was recognized as one 
of Southern Nevada’s best and brightest professionals at Vegas Inc’s 10th annual 40 under 40 event. 
She holds degrees in Human Development and Executive Leadership.  Trained in positive psychology, 
emotional intelligence, executive presence, embodied leadership, she’s earned coaching certifications 
from Gallup, The Newfield Network and the Institute for Generative Leadership.  She is a Professional 
Certified Coach (PCC) with the International Coach Federation and a certified Senior Professional in Human Resources (SPHR). 

Join us for a fresh start to a great New Year on Wednesday, January 20th, 2021.  
CLICK HERE TO REGISTER 

There is no charge but you must register to get the link to attend.

MARCH MEMBER MEETING
Hosted by the Women In Architecture Committee

Join us for an informative and inspiring meeting celebrating 
Women’s History Month.
Program TBA
Wednesday, March 17, 2021 at 5:30PM via Zoom

Click here to register
There is no fee but you must register to getthe link to attend.
This program will be registered for 1 AIA CELU.

FEBRUARY MEMBER MEETING
Hosted by the Equity, Diversity and Inclusion Committee

Join us for an informative and inspiring meeting celebrating Black 
History Month.
Program TBA
Wednesday, February 17, 2021 at 5:30PM via Zoom.

Click here to register.
There is no fee but you must register to getthe link to attend.
This program will be registered for 1 AIA CELU.

https://www.aialasvegas.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1454773&group=
https://www.aialasvegas.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1468010&group=
https://www.aialasvegas.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1468011&group=
https://www.helixelectric.com/
https://www.armstrongworldindustries.com/en-us/about-us.html


Grab a cup of coffee and enjoy a fun 
and informative virtual coffee break with 
Eric Roberts, AIA, Principal of KNIT 
Studios, former President of AIA Las 
Vegas and AIA Nevada, noted recipient 
of many design and service awards 
and the fearless leader of the AIA Las 
Vegas Urban Sketchers Group. Eric 
and his firm believes architecture can 
elevate and transform lives, fostering 
community wherever we live, learn work 
and play.  Knit creates schools, libraries 
and educational facilities, as well as 
commercial offices, shopping, restaurants, entertainment venues 
and recreation facilities.   

AIA LAS VEGAS VIRTUAL COFFEE WITH AN ARCHITECT7

REGISTER here right now….. and be one of the first AIA Allied 
Members to join the conversation with Eric!
There is no cost to attend but, you must register online in order to receive the 
instructions to join the meeting.

COFFEE with an ARCHITECT

Hosted by  
Lee Hopkinson, 
AIA Allied Member 
Director

Sponsored by

Eric Roberts, AIA
Principal 

KNIT

The AIA Nevada Design Awards and 
AIA Las Vegas Holiday Celebration
 was recorded and is available online at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=7aCFbLPBFbYwatch?v=7aCFbLP
BFbY

Please Click Here for the Entire AIA Las Vegas Video Archive

Wednesday, January 20, 2021 - 9:30am PST

https://www.aialasvegas.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1461605&group=
https://lochsa.com/
https://www.southwickla.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7aCFbLPBFbY&feature=youtu.be
https://www.aialasvegas.org/page/6
https://www.whiting-turner.com/
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RECORD DONATION TO SAFE NEST

For many years one of the AIA Las Vegas’s most recognized charities and outreach efforts has been 
Safe Nest, an organization that works to protect, empower and support the victims of domestic Abuse.  
We use our Holiday & Awards Gala as an opportunity for our members to donate gifts, personal items, 
and financial support to Safe Nest.  We want to thank all those who set a record this year in allowing 
AIA Las Vegas to provide $3,200.00 so that Safe Nest can provide shelter and a happier Christmas for 
all those in need.  

Our special thanks to all who donated:

AECIndustryPro
Travis Allen, AIA

Maggie Allred
Michael Andersen, AIA

Michele Brigida, AIA
Burke Construction Group

Carpenter Sellers Del Gatto Architects
Cesar Ceballos, AIA

Kimberly Corkill
DecoLights, Inc.

DIRTT Environmental Solutions
Dwayne Eshenbaugh, AIA

Chris Fenton, AIA
Maria Gesteland

Jack Hawkins, AIA
Brian Henley, AIA

Lee Hopkinson
IZ Design Studio

Windom Kimsey, FAIA
Lance Kirk, AIA

John R. Klai, II, FAIA
Stephan Kordt

Chris Lujan, AIA
Magnin Architecture, LLC

Daniel McGinnis, AIA
Troy Moser, AIA
Ninyo & Moore

O’Connor Construction Management
Joyce Orias, AIA

Dennis Panars, AIA
Jenifer Panars, AIA

Soren Peterson

Catherine Polk, AIA
PUNCH Architecture

Pat Pusich, AIA
Stephen Ranck, AIA

Jeff Rensmon
Mark Ryan, AIA

John Sawdon, AIA
Michael Schwob
Marti Siska, AIA
Stan Southwick

The Brown Group, LLC
Edward Vance, FAIA

Van Woert Bigotti Architects
Jack Zunino

https://safenest.org/
https://www.tjkengineers.com/
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AIA NEVADA SILVER MEDAL - ANGELA BIGOTTI, AIA

Angela is a principal of Van Woert Bigotti Architects located in Reno, Nevada and is the first female 
architect to be honored with the state’s highest recognition.  She began her career there in 1993 and 
became a partner and Vice President of the firm in 1999.  Her creative leadership exemplifies her energy 
and tenacity for the pursuit of excellence, which has helped earn Van Woert Bigotti Architects numerous 
AIA Nevada Honor awards, sustainability awards and several industry awards in the western mountain 
region.  For over 25 years, she remains driven to reach beyond function and form, and transform the 
practicalities of space into enlightened architectural environments. 

Angela believes the AIA is where she joins with like-minds to create a force for better living.  Her roles 
have included President of the Northern Nevada and Nevada Chapters of AIA and she has served in 
numerous roles in support of the AIA. Angela’s counsel in the education of young designers builds 
unabashed enthusiasm for architecture; learning as much from each generation as she teaches them.  
For her, mentoring is about questioning what is and believing what could be.  She infuses innovative thinking about design through her 
participation as a speaker in K-12 classes and a juror at UNLV and Truckee Meadows Community College.  Engaging students of all ages, she 
emphasizes design as a way to improve the world.  Congratulations to Angela!

AIA NEVADA FIRM AWARD - EV&A

The firm culture at EV&A centers on design to lift and improve the human experience.  Nineteen 
architects, interior designers, lanners, technology specialists and support professionals are 
dedicated to a collaborative ethos, allowing the firm to tackle the every-changing challenges 
of the built environment.

EV&A was established in 2006 with a passionate team of creative professionals and has 
grown into a mid-sized firm that uses the power of collaboration and discipline to deliver a 
diverse body of work from commercial and industrial projects to hospitality and retail venues 
to highly complex and sophisticated healthcare facilities. They have developed a reputation 
for working closely with their clients blending their business needs with design excellence in 
every project, regardless of size.

The firm’s leadership is grounded in the profession of architecture and service to the AIA.  Staff members are encouraged and supported to 
be involved in the Institute programs on the local, state and national levels and to contribute to the profession they love. The firm donates 
thousands of man-hours annually to various charities and not-for-profit organizations throughout Southern Nevada and the region.  Some of 
these include the American Institute of Architects, UNLV School of Architecture, Opportunity Village, Big Brothers and Big Sisters, St. Jude’s 
Ranch for Children, Shade Tree, Boy Scouts of America, Lied Discovery Children’s Museum, The Las Vegas Rescue Mission and Shannon 
West Homeless Youth Center and many others.   Congratulations to the team at EV&A – Ed Vance & Associates Architects!

AIA NEVADA SERVICE AWARD - DWAYNE ESHENBAUGH, AIA

Dwayne is a respected and recognized architect and interior designer and the principal of NOVUS 
Architecture the award-winning firm he founded in 2009. He began his career of service by enlisting in 
the United States Air Force in 1984 and trained as a carpenter at Nellis AFB in Las Vegas before being 
stationed in Honduras.  He received the Air Force Commendation Medal for “distinguishing himself 
by meritorious service for playing a key role in the construction of an 8,000 SF school facility for 
handicapped children in San Pedro Sula, Honduras. After completing his service, he enrolled in the 
UNLV School of Architecture and began working with Lucchesi, Galati Architects as a “runner”.  He 
served as a member of the AIA Las Vegas Board of Directors from 2016 and as President of the AIA 
Las Vegas Chapter in 2019, and then went on to serve as President of the AIA Nevada state Chapter 
for 2020.  In addition he has chaired many of the Chapter’s committees as well as working as a part of 
the Fundraising Committee to host the Conference on Architecture held in Las Vegas, Nevada in 2019.
Congratulations Dwayne!

The Nevada Chapter of the American Institute of Architects (AIA Nevada) honors the achievements of exceptional AIA members and firms 
through this annual awards program.  It is designed to recognize the significant contributions made to the profession of architecture, and 
to the larger community through the various levels of AIA membership.  This year, at our virtual Design and Service Awards Program on 
December 3rd, the recipients were awarded as follows.

Continued Next Page

https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.aianevada.org/resource/resmgr/2020_service_awards/angela_bigotti_nv_siler_meda.pdf
https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.aianevada.org/resource/resmgr/2020_service_awards/ev&a_firm_award_submittal_sm.pdf
https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.aianevada.org/resource/resmgr/2020_service_awards/dwayne_eshenbaugh,_aia_servi.pdf
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AIA NEVADA YOUNG ARCHITECT AWARD - MICHELE K. BRIGIDA, AIA

Michele K. Brigida is a Partner and Principal of Carpenter Sellers Del Gatto Architects, the 2019 AIA 
Western Mountain Region Firm of the Year and has 17 years of architectural experience in all aspects of 
design, construction documents and client service.

Since she joined the firm in 2007, her professional efforts have forged valuable relationships with 
clients and her contributions have been instrumental in fostering the firm’s commitment to design 
excellence.  Michele’s high level of leadership, client dedication, and devotion to architecture is key to 
both CSD’s present success and long-term vision.  She is a talented architect and designer; having won 
multiple design awards on the projects she has been a part of. Some of her notable projects include the 
University of Nevada Las Vegas Hospitality Hall, UNLV Lee Business School, Henderson Fire Station 
#91, the Muscular Dystrophy Association Headquarters Addition, the Nevada State College Education 
Academic Building, the Henriksen Butler Showroom and the Zappos.com Headquarters. 

Michele graduated Cum Laude from the University of Southern California, School of Architecture.  She strongly believes in collaborative 
design; it is through the collaborative effort with the team and client that a successful design emerges. Michele’s communication skills, 
research, discovery and analysis approach, ability to successfully verbalize concepts and an acute understanding of client needs helps to 
create successful interaction at all levels.  She is passionate about sustainability and has led the CSD team in sustainable design practice. 
She is a licensed architect in Nevada and heavily involved with the local AIA and the USGBC Chapters.  Michele has already accomplished 
so much and has a more brilliant future ahead of her.  Congratulations, Michele!

AIA NEVADA ASSOCIATE MEMBER AWARD - MAGGIE MCDONNELL WILL, ASSOCIATE AIA

Maggie Will, Associate AIA, through outstanding service, dedication and drive has demonstrated her 
ability to work with others towards advancing the goals of the profession.  Her enthusiasm as a dedicated 
leader in the profession is easily evidenced after only a few moments of conversation and her passion 
as an engaged early-career architectural professional has made a large impact. As the Associate 
Director for the AIA Nevada Chapter and an active member in the six state Western Mountain Region’s 
Emerging Professionals network, her development of comprehensive “best practices” presentations 
illustrating the initiatives, planning and role of emerging professionals within her local component has 
served as an informative an inspirational guide to EP Leaders across the region.  Maggie’s commitment 
to AIA Northern Nevada has transcended categories of emerging professionals, students or full AIA 
Members, she works to serve them all and has been extraordinary in the integration and blending of 
these categories in everything she touches.  Maggie works to plan the AIANN Architecture Week.  She 
is caretaker and manager of the AIA NN ARE library, keeping all information up to date and ensuring 
that licensure candidates are provided ample access.  She is also instrumental in the planning and 
administration of a host of informal community networking events bringing architects and non-
architects together for enriching conversation and the sharing of ideas.  Maggie is an outstanding Associate Member of AIA Northern Nevada 
and certainly deserves this recognition.  Congratulations, Maggie!

AIA NEVADA ALLIED MEMBER AWARD - CLARE CHRISTENSEN

Allied Members of the AIA are essential to the growth and prosperity of the organization and so we 
salute those individuals who collaborate with us to advance the profession.  Clare Christensen is 
such an outstanding Allied Member.  She joined Clark/Sullivan Construction in 2015, as a part of 
their Marketing and Business Development department.  She enrolled in a Construction Marketing 
course facilitated through the Construction Marketing Professional association.  She brings a wealth of 
experience in marketing and business development and is responsible for spearheading all marketing 
efforts as well as leading the charge in business development and community outreach.  She plans 
and coordinates all internal and external events, including project milestone celebrations like ground 
breaking, topping-out and grand opening events.  

In addition to her work at Clark/Sullivan she is actively involved in the AIA Northern Nevada Chapter 
of the AIA and serves as the Board’s Construction Industry Director.  She is the Former Chair of the 

Communications Committee and the Current Events Liaison.  She has also launched the Chapter’s inaugural edition of its annual publication, 
spearheaded the Chapter’s website refresh, reinvigorates existing events and works to bring new events to the Chapter.  Clare is an exceptional 
AIA Allied Member and certainly deserves this recognition.  Congratulations, Clare! Continued Next Page

Continued from previous page

https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.aianevada.org/resource/resmgr/2020_service_awards/michele_brigida_young_archit.pdf
https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.aianevada.org/resource/resmgr/2020_service_awards/maggie_will,_associate_membe.pdf
https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.aianevada.org/resource/resmgr/2020_service_awards/clare_christensen_allied_mem.pdf
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SPECIAL CITIZEN ARCHITECT AWARD - MONICA GRESSER, AIA

Monica Gresser, AIA is principal of Brazen Architecture and is the first to architect in Nevada to be 
recognized with this Citizen Architect Award.  She is a catalyst for change at various levels connecting 
the dots as a citizen architect to serve the homeless, underprivileged, and minority members in our 
community.  Through her own volunteer services she is a member of various boards representing 
the architecture field, initiating a talk series focusing on social issues, providing pro-bono services, 
researching an impoverished neighborhood to develop processes for neighborhood improvements, 
serving AIA Las Vegas in many capacities and mentoring women and youth. 

Monica volunteers her time at numerous community clean ups, homeless counts, habitat builds, 
neighborhood outreaches and was a main force of change at the public design charrettes for the City 
of Las Vegas Office of Community Services future project – Corridor of Hope, Monica’s involvement in 
the charrette, led to the Corridor of Hope and Courtyard master planning project with the City in 201i7.  
She has served on several committees, including Southern Nevada Homeless Continuum of Care Board, Chair of Continuum of Care Joint 
Housing Working Group, City of Las Vegas Homeless Advisory Committee and Community Development Advisory committee where Monica 
represented the profession within these multidisciplinary committees bringing the architectural perspective into all issues discussed, planned 
and implemented.  

In line with her homelessness advocacy, Monica has also worked to create affordable housing and rescue impoverished neighborhoods, like 
the Meadows Village Neighborhood, aka Naked City.  Monica has over 20 years of experience as an Architect and Project Manager in small 
to large projects, from ground-up to tenant improvements.  For the last 10 years she has primarily managed design projects for municipalities 
and higher education entities. She is also trained in architectural building forensics…… and she is a force of nature. She certainly deserves to 
be recognized as Nevada’s Citizen Architect for 2020.  Congratulations, Monica.

Continued from previous page

THINKING OF AIA FELLOWSHIP?  

AIA Nevada has fourteen current members of the College of 
Fellows. Each having achieved this distinguished level of service to 
the profession through their membership and participation in the 
AIA.  Every AIA member is encouraged to consider this important 
achievement and to plan for their Pathway to Fellowship.  On 
Monday, January 4th, the AIA Nevada Fellows Committee will 
host a virtual meeting to share their experiences and knowledge 
of how to achieve Fellowship. Now is the time learn what is required 
and what is involved in planning your Pathway to Fellowship.  The 
meeting begins at Noon and you can register now….. click here.  

https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.aianevada.org/resource/resmgr/2020_service_awards/monica_gresser,_aia_service_.pdf
https://www.aialasvegas.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1454774&group=
https://www.aialasvegas.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1454774&group=
https://blueheron.com/
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The AIA Nevada Excellence in Design Awards Program recognizes achievements for a broad range of architectural activity to elevate the 
general quality of architecture practice, establish a standard of excellence against which all architects can measure performance and inform 
the public of the breadth and value of architecture practice.  AIA Nevada advocates that quality architecture is sustainable architecture.  
This year, we had 57 entries in 7 Categories with 10  Award Recipients.  Our Jury was a first in that all three members were women.  They 
were Kirsten R. Murray, FAIA, Principal of Olson Kundig Architects, Seattle, WA; Taal Safdie, AIA, RA, Founding Principal of Safdie Rabines 
Architects, San Diego, CA; and Christiana Moss, FAIA Principal of Studio MA, Phoenix, AZ.  The Awards were distributed as follows.  
Click on the image to see the submittal.  You can also Click Here to see the Awards Ceremony and  hear the Jury Comments.

CITATION AWARD
Academic Category

Mojave College of Art + Design
Jaclyn Roth

CITATION AWARD
Built - Commercial Architecture Category

Ferguson Park @ Ferguson's Downtown
MOSER Architecture Studio

CITATION AWARD
Built - Commercial Architecture Category

Sky Ranch Middle School
Van Woert Bigotti Architects

CITATION AWARD
Built - Residential Architecture
Interiors

Terra
assemblageSTUDIO

Continued Next Page

https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.aianevada.org/resource/resmgr/2020_design_awards/nva20713_-_mojave_college_of.pdf
https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.aianevada.org/resource/resmgr/2020_design_awards/nvbca-20107_-_ferguson_park_.pdf
https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.aianevada.org/resource/resmgr/2020_design_awards/nvbrai-20317_-terra.pdf
https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.aianevada.org/resource/resmgr/2020_design_awards/nvbca-20171_sky_ranch_middle.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7aCFbLPBFbY&feature=youtu.be
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MERIT AWARD
Built - Commercial Architecture Category

Altitude
Cathexes

MERIT AWARD
Unuilt - Commercial Architecture Category

CORE Academy Comminity Center
NOVUS ArchitectureContinued Next Page

MERIT AWARD
Built - Residential Architecture / Interiors Category

min/MAX
PUNCH

MERIT AWARD
Unuilt - Commercial Architecture Category

Desert Aviation Center Remodel
Carpenter Sellers Del Gatto Architects

Continued from previous page

https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.aianevada.org/resource/resmgr/2020_design_awards/nvbca-20117_-_altitude.pdf
https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.aianevada.org/resource/resmgr/2020_design_awards/nvbrai-20301_minimummaximum.pdf
https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.aianevada.org/resource/resmgr/2020_design_awards/nvuca-20420__core_academy_co.pdf
https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.aianevada.org/resource/resmgr/2020_design_awards/nvuca20432_desert_aviation_c.pdf
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HONOR AWARD
Built - Commercial Architecture Category

Bently Heritage Distillery
Van Woert Bigotti Architects

HONOR AWARD
Built - Commercial Architecture Category

Acero
assemblageSTUDIO

Continued from previous page

https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.aianevada.org/resource/resmgr/2020_design_awards/nvbca-20114-acero.pdf
https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.aianevada.org/resource/resmgr/2020_design_awards/nvbca-20126_-_bently_heritag.pdf
https://grandcanyoninc.com/
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The AIA 2030 Commitment sets ambitious achievable targets for 
carbon reduction –leveraging your influence in the design process.  
By signing on you gain access to the best practices and comparative 
tools to track your performance.

•	 ARCHITECTS HAVE THE POWER TO CREATE A 
         SUSTAINABLE FUTURE

The 2030 Commitment enables firms of all sizes to advance 
energy-efficient and resilient design approaches while elevating 
their practice, boosting their profile and saving money for clients.

•	 SAVE ENERGY, SAVE MONEY
A typical 2,500 square-foot single-family home in Mobile, 
Alabama designed to perform 70% better than the 2030 
baseline would yield the following approximate annual savings.
•	 22.6 MWh less energy
•	 $2,050 in energy cost
•	 9 metric tons of CO2e reduction

•	 BUILDINGS GENERATE NEARLY 40% OF ANNUAL 
GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS. 

•	 DESIGN PRACTICES HAVE THE GREATEST IMPACT ON 
BUILDING ENERGY USE
Architects have the most influence on Design

JOIN THE MOVEMENT NOW!  AIA.ORG/2030 COMMITMENT

https://www.coreconstruction.com/
https://lgaarchitecture.com/
https://arialandscape.com/
https://www.aia.org/resources/202041-the-2030-commitment
https://www.aia.org/resources/202041-the-2030-commitment


DESIGNING COMMUNITY
Knit believes architecture can elevate 
and transform lives, fostering community 
wherever we live, learn, work and play.

knitstudios.com

https://knitstudios.com/
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 AIA LAS VEGAS CONTINUING 

EDUCATION LUNCHEONS

 If you are interested in providing a Virtual 
AIA Las Vegas CE Luncheon

Click HERE for more information

Our ancestors knew that we needed ingenuity, creativity and 
strength to survive. Even though we aren't hunting in the plains 
or building rough structures, we are building and protecting 
employees, families and loved ones, which is as complicated 
as ever. With advancement in science and technology things 
are moving at lightning speeds with some of the greatest 
opportunities ahead. Working as a community and adapting to 
change we will do more than just survive, we will leave a mark 
for generations to come.

As your preferred insurance provider, we make the proper 
adjustments to protect your business and cover it's liability. 
We are leaders in insurance products and services for 
architects and engineers with over 60 years of specialized 
experience. From loss prevention to risk management, we 
strive to build long-term relationships with a foundation 
built on trust and commitment. 

10,000 Years of Creativity, Science, 
Physics, and Spear Chucking.

6765 W. Russell Rd. #150  |  Las Vegas, NV
(702) 877-1760  |  (877) 806-5317

american-ins.com

PYRAMID LAKE, Nev. 
Oldest recorded petroglyphs in 
North America, dating back 
at least 10,000 years

We have the following dates available for 
Virtual Continuing Education Luncheons.  

Please note, They are all Thursdays from 11:30am to 1:00pm. 

February 11th and 25th
March 11th and 25th
April 8th and 22nd
May 13th and 27th

June 10th
July 8th and 22nd

August 12th and 26th
September 9th and 23rd
October 14th and 28th

November 11th

*These dates are subject to change to accomodate schedule changes  
from Chapter Events.

When: 	 Thursday, January 28th - 11:30 am to 1:30 pm PST
What: 	 "Architectural Design Elements in Stainless Steel" 
Hosted by Chris Schmitt of 
CG Schmitt & Co.

Presented by John Taylor of 
Johnson Architectural Elements

Registered for 1 CE/HSW

There is no charge to attend this meeting but you must register to 
receive the link to join the meeting

This program will cover the invention and the production of Stainless 
Steel. It will address advantages and disadvantages of the use of 
Stainless Steel.  Attendees will also view photographic samples of 
architectural elements and applications of Stainless Steel.

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.aialasvegas.org/resource/resmgr/sponsorships/2021_sponsorship_ce_only.pdf
https://www.aialasvegas.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1468012&group=
https://burkecgi.com/
https://www.american-ins.com/
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ASSOCIATE
Stephanie Dauenhauer, Assoc. AIA

Daniel Joseph Chenin, Ltd.

ALLIED
Chris Brooks

The PENTA Building Group

Yvette Dickinson
Kimley-Horn and Associates,Inc. 

Stefanie Fassbender
Burke Construction Group

Kolby Johnson
Armstrong World Industries

Sam Nicholson
Grand Canyon Development Partners

Greg Peterson
G2 Consulting Engineers, Inc.

WELCOME NEW & REINSTATED  
MEMBERS!

Join Us!  
CLICK HERE for information on  

how to become a Member of  
AIA Las Vegas! 

What are you waiting for?

Architectural Acoustics
Mechanical System Noise Mitigation

NFPA 72 Speech Intelligibility (STI) Modeling
Auditoria & Performance Venue Acoustics

Vibration Analysis & Mitigation
Field Testing & Measurement

702.677.8108
schwobacoustics.com

DON’T FORGET 
WHAT YOU CAN’T SEE.

https://www.ala-lv.com/
https://schwobacoustics.com/
http://www.harrisengineers.com/
https://www.aialasvegas.org/page/ApplicationsDues
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It is with much sadness that we 
report that noted architect and 
beloved AIA member, Hal Dean, 
AIA passed away on December 
22nd peacefully at his home in 
Las Vegas, NV. Hal was a great 
friend and associate of many in 

the architecture, education and design communities and was well 
known for his artistic talents.  He will be greatly missed by all who 
had the opportunity to know and work with him. 

Born on March 23, 1935 in Raton, NM to John Thomas Dean and 
Opal Eden, Hal and his older brother Ron grew up in a small, rural 
railroad town which sparked his lifelong love of trains. At 19, he 
joined the United States Marine Corps in 1954 where he learned 
many important lessons including a desire to study architecture. 
After his discharge in 1956, Hal utilized the GI Bill to obtain a degree 
in architecture from the University of New Mexico in Albuquerque, 
graduating in 1964. Another formative experience for Hal was 
apprenticing as an architect in Australia in the 60’s, spending time 
in both Sydney as well as Perth prior to returning to Albuquerque 
to complete his certification to register as a licensed architect and 
open a small firm in 1970. Hal’s firm designed many award-winning 
buildings including the City/ County Government Center building 
in Albuquerque, and several libraries for both the University of New 
Mexico as well as New Mexico State University. The New Mexico 
State Records Center and Archives were also the result of his firm’s 
work. Some noteworthy private residences in Santa Fe, Cedar Crest 
and Pecos, New Mexico were also the result of his client-centered 
creative process. In 2000, Hal moved to Las Vegas, NV to join Tom 
Schoeman at JMA architectural firm. Tom was a former apprentice 
of Hal’s who provided him with the opportunity to focus more on 
design and less on managing a firm.

Hal firmly believed that the best three-dimensional thinking primarily 
occurred through hand-drawing, model-building, and peer-critique. 
He actively sought opportunities to cultivate the power of sketching 
from aspiring architectural students in both New Mexico and Las 
Vegas with recently concluded seminars and classes at the College 
of Southern Nevada. He published these ideas in a work titled “Wild 
Ink: 10 Steps to Learning how to Sketch” in collaboration with Dr. 
Brian J. Miller. Well-traveled, Hal often used his trips to create 
sketches of the local environs much to the delight of his traveling 
companions.

When not designing, Hal channeled his early awe of those powerful 
trains charging up Raton Pass into a lifelong pursuit of motorcycles, 
fast cars and even dune buggies. As a father to two daughters and 
a son, he relished those activities where he could use his design skill 
on important matters such as treehouse construction and pumpkin 
carving. He also valued and kept large dogs as beloved pets most of 
his adult life, frequently taking them to Red Rock Canyon for long 
walks to sketch familiar areas with ever-changing light conditions.

This past summer, Hal made a generous contribution of eight of his 
beautiful framed sketches to the AIA Las Vegas Chapter. These will 
be on display in the AIA office throughout 2021.  

Now rejoined with his brother Ron, Hal is survived by his wife of 
54 years, Susan Dean, a Great Pyrenees named Sam, children 
Erin Dean, Ryan Dean and Kelli Dean Calhoun and six wonderful 
grandchildren who were influenced by and continue in his artistic 
sensibilities. No memorial is planned at this time and the family 
requests that in lieu of flowers donations can be made to the 
schools of architecture at either the University of New Mexico or the 
University of Nevada at Las Vegas.

IN MEMORIUM
HAL DEAN, AIA

Sketch by Hal Dean, AIA

SUPPORT AIA ALLIED 
MEMBERS 

Our Allied Members are committed to 
the design community of Nevada and 
they show it by supporting the AIA 
through advertising, sponsorships 
and service on committees. 

SUPPORT OUR AIA ALLIED MEMBERS
and keep our Chapters strong.

SHARE YOUR PROJECT IMAGES ON OUR 
SOCIAL MEDIA

AIA Architects in Las Vegas are producing some of the most 
beautiful and innovative architecture in the world.  

We’d like to highlight and feature these projects on our Social 
Media platforms.  All we need is for you to send us a photo(s) that 

we can use on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and Linked In…..
to recognize your firm’s work. Give us the name of the project….

the location….and the name of the firm.   
We’ll do the rest.

Send all images directly to our Social Media Manager, Lori Lea 
lorimlea@aecindustrypro.com 
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TSK ARCHITECTS 
PROMOTES FROM 
WITHIN
Jason Andoscia, AIA, joins 
the firm’s leadership team 
as vice president of business 
development and marketing.

TSK Architects is proud to 
announce that Jason Andoscia, 
formerly associate principal, has 
been promoted to vice president 
of business development and 
marketing. In this new role, 

Andoscia will manage the planning and execution of the firm’s 
marketing initiatives and will direct the business development efforts 
to establish new clients and new markets. A licensed architect with 
more than fifteen years of experience, Andoscia will also continue to 
oversee projects throughout the design and building phases.

“It gives me great pleasure to share the news of Jason’s recent 
promotion at TSK,” said Windom Kimsey, president and CEO of 
TSK Architects. “Since joining our team in 2016, Jason has become 
an integral part of our operations, from overseeing the success 
of numerous projects to providing instrumental expertise and 
leadership to facilitate growth. I am confident that with the addition 
of Jason, our executive team will continue to celebrate numerous 
accomplishments in the future.”

In his previous position as associate principal, Andoscia held 
responsibilities in multiple departments including project 
management, business development, and design. For the past three 
years, Andoscia has served as lead project manager for the Las 
Vegas Convention Center Phase II Expansion, providing leadership 
to an office of nearly 40 design professionals from conceptual design 
through construction completion.

Andoscia joins Mike Purtill, vice president of firm management, on 
the executive leadership team. Purtill, a licensed architect and LEED 
accredited professional, has more than twenty years of experience 
and has successfully delivered many incredible projects that are not 
only high performance but also sustainable.

boston  |  denver  |  las vegas  |  los angeles  |  phoenix 

code consulting
f ire protection engineering   
construction management

f ire protection system inspection and testing

you design amazing spaces. 
we ensure their safety.

+1.702.953.9436
terpconsulting.com

WHAT DOES      STAND FOR?

•	 We stand for equity and human rights 

•	 We stand for architecture that strengthens our 
communities 

•	 We stand for a sustainable future 

•	 We stand for protecting communities from the impact of 
climate change 

•	 We stand for investing in the future 

•	 We speak up, and policymakers listen

If you stand for these things, and you value the work you do 
as an architect, then stand with the AIA as an active member 

and work to protect your profession and improve your 
community and your world.

LGA ARCHITECTURE HOSTS 
FIRESIDE CHATS AND 
WEBINARS.     Even if you missed them, 
you can still view them on the LGA website at 
https://lgaarchitecture.com/webinars/

** Bookmark the page and sign up for the next one LIVE!

https://lgaarchitecture.com/webinars/
https://terpconsulting.com/
http://www.poggemeyer.com/
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Bank of Nevada, a division of Western Alliance Bank, Member FDIC.

It’s not just  
about  
understanding 
the numbers.

Bank on  
Accountability

http://www.harrisengineers.com/
https://www.theaiatrust.com/
https://www.strategicwd.com/
https://www.westernalliancebancorporation.com/bank-of-nevada-home
https://www.jllp.net/
https://www.revolutionlv.com/
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STEP UP!  
JOIN AN AIA 
COMMITTEE 

Want to get involved?  
There’s no better way than to 

join an AIA Committee. 
Step Up!

 
Contact Randy Lavigne, Hon. AIA at rlavigne@aianevada.org

Virtual Event

Time: 11:00am to 1:00pm PST 
			 

The Theme Is  
"Snow"

702-498-3658 Eric's Cell

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER 
Please bring your work completed and ready to share

 You must register in advance to receive the link to join the meeting

Holiday Sketch  by Urban Sketcher Member, Pam Lopez

FRIDAY
JANUARY 8TH

SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE!
AIA LV COMMITTES AND MEETING SCHEDULES

AIA Las Vegas Disaster Preparedness Committee
Chair: Troy Moser, AIA  troy@moserarchitecture.com
Meeting: 1st Tuesday of each month at 3:00pm

AIA Las Vegas COTE Committee
Chair: Rick Van Diepen, AIA  rick@GRNVision.com
Meeting 1st Thursday of each  month at 11:30am

AIA Las Vegas Affordable Housing Committee
Co-Chair: Dwayne Eshenbaugh, AIA dwayne@novusarchitecture.com
Co-Chair:  Monica Gresser, AIA  mgresser@brazenarchitecture.com
Meeting 2nd Tuesday of each month at 4:00pm

AIA Las Vegas Allied Members Committee
Chair: Lee Hopkinson  lhopkinson@rand.com
Meeting 3rd Wednesday of each month at 9:00am (Coffee w/ Arch)

AIA Las Vegas Government Affairs Committee
Chair: Lance Kirk, AIA  ljkirk@lgainc.com
Meeting 3rd Thursday of each month at 1:30pm

AIA Las Vegas Equity, Diversity and Inclusion Committee
Chair: Melvin Green, AIA  melvin@kmearchitects.com
Meeting 3rd Thursday of each month at 4:00pm

AIA Las Vegas Education Outreach Committee
Chair: John Torpey.  AIA  jot751@aol.com
Meeting 4th Tuesday of each month at 1:00pm

AIA Las Vegas Women In Architecture Committee
Co-Chairs: Monica Gresser, AIA mgresser@brazenarchitecture.com
	      Anna Peltier  anna@arialandscape.com
Meeting 4th Tuesday of each month at 4:00pm

AIA Las Vegas UNLV School of Architecture Committee
Chair: Glenn Nowak, AIA  glenn.nowak@unlv.edu
Meeting 4th Wednesday of the month at 11:30am

AIA Las Vegas Strategic Planning Committee
Chair: John Sawdon, AIA  johns@knitstudios.com
Meeting 4th Thursday of each month at 10:00am

AIA Las Vegas EPYAF Committee
Chair: Brandon McLaughlin, AIA  bmclaughlin@lgainc.com
Meeting TBA

AIA Las Vegas Mentors

Associates, Young Architects, 
and Students Need You!

JOIN TODAYJOIN TODAY
Contact Randy Lavigne at   rlavigne@aianevada.org

https://www.aialasvegas.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1468018&group=
https://decolightsinc.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/USkLV


https://klaijubawald.com/
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https://www.aialasvegas.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1468019&group=
https://www.aialasvegas.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1468020&group=
https://www.aialasvegas.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1468021&group=
https://www.aialasvegas.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1468022&group=
http://g2ce.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/michael-mcgettigan-pe/
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The supreme challenge of our time: how to be available and provide 
great service without being a slave to your inbox.  Can it be done?  A 
couple of years ago, a 4 hour response time seemed to make most 
email senders happy.  Today it's under an hour.  At the rate this is 
going, in a couple of years a response will be expected before the 
email is received.  

EDRA52 DETROIT invites researchers and practitioners to join as 
we debate, discuss, reflect, and transform our capacity to foster 
justice around the world through collaborative and transdisciplinary 
efforts. 	

The conference offers one-of-a-kind networking opportunities and 
educational sessions, transformative plenary and keynote lectures, 
conference intensives, workshops, virtual mobile sessions, award 
ceremonies, and opportunities to gain Continuing Education credits 
from various professional organizations. 	

This year, due to the virtual format of the conference and in 
consideration of the unfortunate circumstances related to COVID-19, 
EDRA has strived for an affordable EDRA52 DETROIT conference 
and is offering a 20% early bird discount on registration fees for 
those registering by March 8th, 2021. 	

There is still time to submit to EDRA52! EDRA52 invites proposals 
to the Visual Presentations (Posters, Digital Media Shorts) and the 
Work in Progress submission categories. Proposals due January 8th 
2021! Learn more about submission types.

Register to Attend EDRA52 Detroit

Call for Proposals

Submit to EDRA51 Detroit!

https://www.de-simone.com/firm/location/las-vegas/
https://fealasvegas.com/
https://www.edra.org/page/EDRA52registration
https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.edra.org/resource/resmgr/edra52/edra52_main_page/edra-52_cfp.pdf
https://edra.confex.com/edra/EDRA52/cfp.cgi
https://rightbrain.wrightengineers.com/2016/09/gotta-be-more-responsive.html
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The AZ Awards (sponsored by Azure Magazine) is acknowledged 
for its influence and significance within the global design 
and architecture sphere and is a unique opportunity for 
architects and designers to receive the international exposure 
and acknowledgement that their exceptional work deserves.  

Entries are juried by a panel of internationally renowned practitioners 
in the areas of product design, architecture, landscape architecture 
and interiors. 
  
Finalists and winners will be celebrated at the AZ Awards Gala in 
June 2021, and published in print and online. 
  
You can find out more about the AZ Awards and our past jurors, 
winners and finalists HERE. 

Our Good Friend, Alex Raffi, the author of the book Creative 
Courage, is conducting interviews with, artists, teachers, and 
industry professionals to discuss creativity and problem solving in 
their specialized fields. 

See Them All At https://alexraffi.com/interviews/
Contact Alex at araffi@weareimagine.com for more information.

You may not be aware that 
AIA Las Vegas offers a 
resume posting service on 
the AIA Las Vegas Website... 
FOR FREE!! 
Click here for details

https://awards.azuremagazine.com/
www.assuranceltd.com
https://lagedesigninc.com/
https://www.aialasvegas.org/page/36
https://www.amazon.com/Creative-Courage-Alex-Raffi-Victor/dp/0997442212
https://alexraffi.com/interviews/
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The Environmental Design Research Association (EDRA) is proud 
to announce the new Great Places Awards category: Place Art. 
Place Art endows projects that use art as a primary means of 
exploring people-place relationships and the immediate or more 
far-reaching environmental and societal issues impacting those 
relationships. Submissions may be temporary or more permanently 
installed interventions, exhibitions, events, or programs that aim 
to socially activate a place and uncover, challenge, or transform 
its socio-environmental dynamics, conditions, and meanings. 
 
EDRA invites submissions from a broad range of historic and 
contemporary art genres and practices, such as public art, 
environmental art, relational art and aesthetics, performance art, 
new-genre public art, creative placemaking, and artivism. 
The deadline for submissions is February 5th, 2021. 

Awardees will be celebrated at the Awards Ceremony during the 
EDRA52DETROIT: JUST ENVIRONMENT virtual conference in 
May 2021. 

The Great Places Awards recognize work that combines expertise 
in design, research and practice; and contributes to the creation of 
dynamic, humane places that engage our attention and imagination. 
Award-winning projects reflect an interdisciplinary approach that is 
enduring, human-centered, sustainable, and concerned with the 
experiential relationship between people and their environment.

Meet the 2021 GPA Jurors

Download the 2021 GPA Brochure

Submit to 2021 GPA

Merging Your Firm With Another Firm?  
Hired A New Employee? 

Having A Baby?  Getting Married? 
Congratulating Someone On A Job 

Well Done?
LET US KNOW!  

We'd like to share your news! 
Send announcements to Kelly at klavigne@aianevada.org

Where is your Ad in the FORUM?
CLICK HERE  

for Advertising Information

https://www.kimley-horn.com/
https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.aialasvegas.org/resource/resmgr/sponsorships/2021_sponsorship_newsletter_.pdf
https://www.edra.org/page/gpa_2021_jurors
https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.edra.org/resource/resmgr/great_places/2021_files/20201011_brochuregpa2021fina.pdf
https://edra.confex.com/edra/2021places/cfp.cgi
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_TTpZRdgKTXezAPEOzZQTZA
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_D1SuZDTkScufha6d39d-zA
http://sunstonespecialties.com/
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https://cpjam.com/asid/california-central-nevada/contests/2020-ANDYZ-Awards
https://cacnv.asid.org/andyzawards
https://www.dmconsultingseminars.com/#seminar-overview
https://www.dmconsultingseminars.com/
https://www.kordteg.com/
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ROBERT FIALA, AIA

Citizen Architect Robert Fiala 
has been working in and around 
government since he started his 
career more than 40 years ago. 
After leading a firm responsible 
for designing educational facilities 
in Ohio, he is now leading the city 
of Willoughby, Ohio, through the 
COVID-19 pandemic while executing 
a “community-wide effort” for 
reinventing the town. Fiala’s experience as a planner and architect 
has benefited Willoughby in other ways, as well. While serving on the 
City Council, Fiala chaired the Budget and Finance Committee and 
the Economic Development Committee, and was a member of the 
Environmental Planning Committee.

Fiala is the founding partner and executive chairman of ThenDesign 
Architecture (tda), which specializes in educational-facility 
programming and design. The firm has received the prestigious 
Weatherhead 100 Award as well as the NEO Success Award, 
NorthCoast 99 Award, and was recognized as one of Crain's 
Cleveland Business 52 Fastest-Growing Companies. It is a 19-
time Fast Track 50 award winner and an inductee in the Lakeland 
Business Hall of Fame. Fiala has been mayor and safety director for 
the city of Willoughby, Ohio, since January 2018. Before that, he was 
a City Council member for 20 years. He is a former president of the 
Cleveland chapter of AIA.

CITIZEN ARCHITECT OF THE MONTH

NOMINATE A CITIZEN ARCHITECT

Do you know an AIA member that brings their insights, talents, 
training, and experience to make positive contributions to their 
community through engaging in the administrative and legislative 
political process?  CLICK HERE to Nominate a Citizen Architect

Article continued at www.aia.org
CLICK HERE TO READ THE ENTIRE ARTICLE

AIA’s awards program celebrates the best buildings and spaces, and 
the people behind them, with some of the most prestigious awards 
in the architecture industry. Today we’re announcing the winners 
of two distinguished awards, the AIA Gold Medal and the AIA 
Architecture Firm Award. It’s time for the big reveal.

See Who Won  >

AIA Gold Medal Award

See Who Won  >

AIA Architecture Firm Award

AIA’s biggest awards announcement of the year!

Real projects start with 
the industry standard
Before they broke ground, HBG Design ensured 
the Guest House at Graceland™ Resort was 
protected with AIA contracts. 

Learn more at aiacontracts.org/aiachapter

Photography ©Jeffrey Jacobs
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https://www.grnvision.com/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/8DD8GG6
https://www.aia.org/showcases/6358847-robert-fiala-aia
https://www.aia.org/showcases/6346387-edward-mazria-faia/?utm_source=real-magnet&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=hna20-gold-firm-award-winner-001members
https://www.aia.org/showcases/6346446-moody-nolan/?utm_source=real-magnet&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=hna20-gold-firm-award-winner-001members
https://www.aiacontracts.org/
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Build your team at 
the AIA Career Center.
Put us to work for you. Post your firm’s open positions with confidence and 
connect with 30,000+ highly qualified architecture and design professionals.

Visit the AIA Career Center today. careercenter.aia.org/employers

WANT TO POST A JOB TO 
THE AIA LAS VEGAS 

SOCIAL MEDIA, WEBSITE AND 
IN THE NEWSLETTER?

CLICK HERE TO FIND OUT HOW!

By The Way... It's Free!  AIA Las Vegas is waiving 
fees for posting jobs through the June of 2021!!

OUTSIDE SALESPERSON 
     Las Vegas NV.

Southwestern Mechanical Sales, a 
Manufacturer's Representative with multi 
lines looking for an Outside Salesperson to 
build specifications with the Architectural 
& Design industry. Also, be able to work 
plumbing engineers and casino/ hotels. 
Our manufacturers are constantly bringing 

new technology and designs to the plumbing industry. 1-5 years of 
outside sales experience required, with experience calling on architects 
and designers. We look forward to hearing from you.

Benefits:  401k, health insurance

Please send resume’s to Jeff McBride at  jeffm@swmech.com
No Phone Calls Please

REVIT PRODUCTION TECHNICIAN

DWA PLLC / INNOVATIVO DESIGN, INC., local award winning Architectural 
and Interior Design related companies, are seeking to immediately fill a 
position for a Revit Production Technician.

We are looking for a dedicated career individual to work in a comfortable 
but fast-paced collaborative team environment for projects in casino / 
hospitality, aviation, retail, restaurant design and commercial interiors.

Requirements:
•	 Architectural background or Bachelor’s degree in Architecture preferred;
•	 Minimum 7 years’ experience with Revit;
•	 Experienced in Design Development / Construction Document 

production and consultant document coordination;
•	 Must also be proficient in AutoCAD, Photoshop, MS Office and other 

applicable office environment software;
•	 Successful candidate will be able to pass an in-studio proficiency test 

utilizing REVIT software.

Please forward your resume and portfolio highlighting relevant areas of 
experience to doug@dwaltonarch.com and ryan@dwaltonarch.com. Upon 
acceptable review of your credentials, an appointment will be scheduled for 
an interview at 4810 West University Ave near Flamingo & Decatur.
No Phone Calls Please
Thank you for your interest in our firm.

DWA PLLC / INNOVATIVO DESIGN INC. are equal opportunity employers.

https://www.aialasvegas.org/page/27
https://careercenter.aia.org/employers/
https://careercenter.aia.org/jobseekers/
https://www.swmech.com/
https://www.dwaltonarch.com/
https://www.innovativodesign.com/


AIA LAS VEGAS CALENDAR
2021 AIA LAS VEGAS SPONSORS

silver

platinum

gold

visionary

JANJAN
1

New Year's Day

4 
AIA Office Reopen

8
Urban Sketchers Virtual Meeting 

"Snow"

14
AIA LV Virtual C.E. Luncheon

"OPEN"

18
MLK Day

19
AIA Las Vegas Board Meeting

20
Coffee With An Architect 

"Eric Roberts, AIA"
and

AIA LV Membership Meeting 
"Synergistic Architecture"

21
AIA Nevada ExCom Meeting

28
AIA LV Virtual C.E. Luncheon 

"Arch. Design Elements in Stainless Steel" 

FEBFEB
2

Groundhog Day

11
AIA LV Virtual C.E. Luncheon

"OPEN"

13
Urban Sketchers Virtual Meeting

"Romantic Places"

14
Valentine's Day

15
President's Day

16 - 19 
AIA Virtual Grassroots

16
AIA Las Vegas Board Meeting

and
Mardi Gras

17
Coffee With An Architect 

"Ed Vance, FAIA
and

AIA LV Membership Meeting 
hosted by the EDI Committee

and
Ash Wednesday

18
AIA Nevada ExCom Meeting

25
AIA LV Virtual C.E. Luncheon

"OPEN"

26
AIA LV / UNLV SoA Lecture 

"Snøhetta"

All Meetings and Events are being held virtually 
via ZOOM until further notice

http://www.bwaltd.com/
https://www.nevadasalesagency.com/
https://www.helixelectric.com/
https://www.aialasvegas.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1468010&group=
https://www.aialasvegas.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1461605&group=
https://www.armstrongworldindustries.com/en-us/about-us.html
https://lochsa.com/
https://www.southwickla.com/
https://www.whiting-turner.com/
https://www.tjkengineers.com/
https://blueheron.com/
https://grandcanyoninc.com/
https://www.coreconstruction.com/
https://lgaarchitecture.com/
https://arialandscape.com/
https://knitstudios.com/
https://www.aialasvegas.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1468012&group=
https://burkecgi.com/
https://www.american-ins.com/
https://www.ala-lv.com/
https://schwobacoustics.com/
http://www.harrisengineers.com/
https://terpconsulting.com/
http://www.poggemeyer.com/
https://www.strategicwd.com/
https://www.westernalliancebancorporation.com/bank-of-nevada-home
https://www.jllp.net/
https://www.revolutionlv.com/
https://decolightsinc.com/
https://klaijubawald.com/
https://www.aialasvegas.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1468019&group=
http://g2ce.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/michael-mcgettigan-pe/
https://www.de-simone.com/firm/location/las-vegas/
https://fealasvegas.com/
www.assuranceltd.com
https://lagedesigninc.com/
https://www.kimley-horn.com/
https://www.kordteg.com/
https://www.grnvision.com/
https://www.pentabldggroup.com/
https://www.aialasvegas.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1468018&group=
https://www.aialasvegas.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1454773&group=
https://www.aialasvegas.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1468024&group=
https://www.aialasvegas.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1468025&group=



