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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
DEBORAH BERGIN, AIA

I am a member of AIA because… AIA is the leading professional membership organization for architects 
and the design community. I appreciate the professional support, advocacy, and collegial community both 
nationally and locally.

I am an architect and senior project manager, with over thirty years of experience in the fields of architecture 
and construction.  My passion and skills are in management of process and concept design that I then can 
shepherd through subsequent phases of design and construction.  My focus in the last 15 years has been in 
development of culturally transformational projects to realize owner goals.  My work on three major Visitor 
Center projects were focused on visitor experience to immerse, educate and transform the guest experience. I 
believe a collaborative design process will produce projects that are not only on-time and on-budget, but more 
importantly on-purpose. I enjoy management of large complex consultant teams. I am versed in all phases of 
architectural services and believe the key to successful project management is understanding and orchestrat-
ing the varied skills and knowledge that individual teams and participants hold. 

 What is the most important thing you’ve learned?  
Continue learning and honing your craft. Become versed in all aspects of architecture and learn from your internal and consultant teams. Learn about 
construction and the methodology of how buildings and projects are created. Listen, always listen. It’s what allows us to be knowledgeable and insight-
ful. Be creative, we are problem solvers at our core.  Enjoy the journey and have fun, it’s not just a career it’s your life.

What is your favorite piece of architecture? Why?  
I’m a huge fan of buildings that forever enhance a skyline. One of my favorite classic examples would be the Empire State Building, an American cul-
tural Icon. Drawings were produced in 2 weeks, construction from excavation to building opening was realized in a record breaking 14 months and still 
to date it’s one of the tallest and most elegant buildings in the world.  

What person, living or dead, would you most like to talk with? 
Richard Branson would have to be on the list. I’ve been inspired by his entrepreneurship, persistence, reinvention, philanthropy and his exceptional 
lifestyle. He has created an environment of mentorship within his companies, realizing the importance of guidance to encourage entrepreneurial op-
portunities. He seems to have mastered my philosophy of balancing hard work with an elegantly crafted personal life. 

How can architects provide “value add” to their clients?
At Gensler our #1 Guiding Principle is “We believe it all begins and ends with our Client Relationships.”  Our knowledge, integrity, honesty and lead-
ership will all contribute to the highly coveted trusted advisor role. Understand your objectives, listen and learn first, be obsessively curious and an 
innovator.  
Think beyond traditional architectural phases of service. My most rewarding projects included collaboration with experts beyond traditional archi-

tecture and engineering. I’ve been blessed to have been involved in proj-
ects working with economic analysts and business planners. I’ve worked 
with The Biomimicry Guild who taught my team to study flora and fauna as 
examples of how to thrive in an environment. I’ve worked with biologists, 
ecologists, artists, cultural anthropologists and interpretive planners. Don’t 
ever be limited in your offer and surround yourself with experts who will 
help you add value.
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AIA Las Vegas
President’s Message
Jon Sparer, AIA

GARDEN CLASSROOM PARTNERSHIP

Kids, you gotta love’em. If you want to have a smile on your face for a few days, I have the perfect recommendation; 
spend a few hours with Landscape Architect Anna Peltier of Aria Landscape Architecture and the AIA Las Vegas COTE 
Committee at one of the elementary schools they visit a few times a month. 

When was the last time you stepped into a 4th grade classroom in a challenged neighborhood?.......never, well I never 
did before either, and boy, what a fun experience it is. Working with the students, I think I learned as much as these 
inquisitive, well-behaved and diverse group of 8 year olds did. I was also amazed at how much these young kids know 
about google earth, sun orientation and compass directions.  Anna is not only a leader of the ‘Garden Classroom 
Partnership’, her company, Aria Landscape Architecture has made it their mission to support this program with passion, 
manpower, drawings and even funds when necessary……superstars in our community.

The Garden Classroom Partnership is a program that was created in 2016 when The AIA Las Vegas Committee on the Environment (AIA LV COTE) 
joined with Green our Planet. For nearly four years, Green Our Planet has been helping Clark County Schools find funding and resources to build 
vegetable gardens at existing elementary schools.  AIA LV COTE joined the effort by providing two additional benefits to the process.  

First, the children are introduced to the design professions through design charrettes and interactive activities.  Members of the AIA LV COTE 
Committee met with the students on two separate occasions to teach the students about the importance of planning and site assessment.

The first visit to the school by Anna and a group of volunteer architects, landscape architects and engineers is to talk about the process of design 
and understanding what their building site will be. They teach the children about measuring, talk about feet and inches on tape measures, and even 
measure the children feet so they can measure a space using their feet walking across a space. Of course, converting how many steps their feet take 
needs to be converted to feet and inches, so another great learning experience.  The group goes out to the space on the school grounds where the 
garden will be and then the children all get to measure the space and help do a drawing. These dimensions and drawings are taken by Anna back to her 
office and put into the computer. The simplified site plans will then be used on the second visit to the school.

On the second visit, the students are taught about the professions of Architecture, Landscape Architecture, and Engineering, about the design process, 
and then do a design charrette that allows the students to think like an Architect and design their own garden. Each child is given a site plan of where 
the garden is to be placed and they get to design their perfect garden. The discussion included such design concepts and program elements as sun 
orientation, scales, legends and what types of plants can be planted and such elements as birdhouses, scarecrows, tool sheds, benches, outdoor 
classroom with white boards, fountains, fencing, gates and more. It is really fun to walk around the classroom and help the children dream and design, 
and it is surprising some of the fun things that are suggested including snack refrigerators and taco shacks. They are amazing! 
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Protecting 
your
relationships.
In the design and construction industry, there is no better way to protect your relationships than by using 
AIA Contract Documents. As the Industry Standard for over 120 years, our pre-drafted agreements and forms 
defi ne the relationships and terms involved in your project, ensuring all parties are aware of expectations. 
Developed with input from key stakeholders, and recognized by courts across the country, AIA Contract 
Documents protect your project from start to fi nish.

Visit us online at www.aia.org/contractdocs

https://www.aiacontracts.org/


The second benefit provided by AIA LV COTE is a usable design for the 
garden classroom.  After meeting with the students, teachers, and other 
staff from the schools, AIA LV COTE, through Aria Landscape, creates 
a garden classroom plan, incorporating the needs of the specific school 
and providing some guidance for the constructions.  At the end of the 
process, the school is provided with a garden layout plan and some 
simple construction details to assist with the build out.  To date, AIA LV 
COTE has worked with eight elementary schools in the Las Vegas valley.   
Anna shared an email she recently received from a very excited teacher 
and class and both Anna and the teacher have given me permission to 
include in this message. Thank you Rachelle at Marc Kahre Elementary 
School. I know you and the class will enjoy the entire experience:

Hi Anna,
I would be lying if I was to say it's a pleasure to work with you in a few   
weeks. I am thrilled, excited, ready to leap and jump and shout excited. 
My students are going to be over the moon for the upcoming challenge. 
My class is AMAZING and they will be so enthusiastic about all the 
activities that we will be doing. I am so excited... have I said this yet?

Thank you for your time and dedicated to children and teachers all 
around, this is an amazing opportunity and an incredible way to teach 
children about some things that are just so difficult to teach in the 
classroom. This is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity that these kids will 
be talking about this forever.

Please feel free to contact me or Paula with any questions.

Have an incredible day,
Rachelle

This year’s focus on Igniting Interest, Education & Passion for Architecture 
in The Next Generation of Architects is important and ongoing. As I meet 
and talk with students from elementary grades to high school seniors, 
I am encouraged more than ever about the future of architecture. The 
interest in architecture is there. We in the architectural community can 
help ignite the passion and aide in the education of the students, all we 
need to do is reach out and talk, show and share. 

There are so many opportunities to share your passion of architecture 
that will help ignite the same passion in a young person. Please consider 
volunteering with Anna on this amazing project. You can reach out to 
www.AIALV.org to learn more of what you can do to help. They are our 
future and the future looks amazing!
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A’19: CONFERENCE 
ON ARCHITECTURE
Hosted by AIA Las Vegas

Did you know that AIA Las 
Vegas is hosting the A19’ 

Conference on Architecture?  
2019!!!   

It will be here before 
we know it.  

The A’19 Committee is working right now to plan and execute the best 
national conference since 2005 …. That’s the last time we hosted it.

This time it will be bigger and better.  Join the committee today…. As an 
event Chair or as a volunteer.

We need ALL members to join this effort.  

Steering Committee Chairs are Eric Roberts, AIA and Jon Sparer, AIA 
contact Randy Lavigne, Hon. AIA if you are interested in 
being a part of this great event in celebration of our city.

rlavigne@aianevada.org  or 702-895-0936

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE- CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

The AIA FORUM is your newsletter.  

It is provided as a member benefit and to 
help you stay informed on Chapter happen-
ings, meetings, ideas and activities.  We invite 
your participation in the form of articles and 
editorials. 

If you have information you’d like to share or 
if you’d like to comment on an article, or provide new information or a 
point of view, please let us know via email to Randy Lavigne, Hon. AIA
Executive Director, AIA Nevada/AIA Las Vegas rlavigne@aianevada.org 

WHAT DO YOU HAVE TO SAY?

www. sh -a r ch i t e c t u re . com  |   702 .363 .2222

a ia  nevada  2016  a r ch i t e c t u re  f i rm  o f  t he  yea r

SHine

ARE STUDY MATERIALS 
AVAILABLE IN AIA OFFICE

A complete set of the Kaplan Architectural Exami-
nation Study Guide is available in the AIA Las Ve-
gas office.  These materials are available for use in 
the AIA office and can be reserved by emailing 
klavigne@aianevada.org 

http://sh-architecture.com/


http://arialandscape.com/
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AIA LAS VEGAS MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS 
ARE NOW AVAILABLE ONLINE

We are proud to say we have started an archive of our past meetings

CLICK HERE FOR THE ARCHIVE

Index so far:
“60TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION” JANUARY MEETING

“1956-1971 -THE WAY WE WERE” FEBRUARY MEETING

"MID CENTURY MODERN ARCHITECTURE" MARCH MEETING

"1971-1986 - A CITY GROWING UP" JUNE MEETING

"1986 - 2001 - THE FASTEST GROWING CITY IN THE COUNTRY"

NOVEMBER MEETING

PLEASE NOTE -- CHANGE OF PLANS FOR THE AIA MAY MEETING
  

THE AIA MAY MEETING WILL NOW BE HELD ON WEDNESDAY, MAY 10TH 
INSTEAD OF WEDNESDAY, MAY 17TH…….

THE EVENT WILL BE A RECEPTION AT THE “TILTING THE BASIN” EXHIBIT….
ON DISPLAY IN AN ARTS DISTRICT WAREHOUSE

920 S. Commerce Street
The “Tilting the Basin” exhibit was on display at the Nevada Museum of Art last fall, and has been brought to 

Las Vegas as a special event to encourage and support the plans for the Las Vegas Art Museum.  Curated 
by NMA’s JoAnne Northrup and Las Vegas based Michele C. Quinn of MCQ Fine Art, “Tilting the Basin” reflects the unique voices and approaches of 

artists working in Nevada.  The exhibit highlights the work of six artists in depth, showing several examples from each in a variety of media.  

Featured artists include Galen Brown, Justin Favela, Katie Lewis, David Ryan, Brent Sommerhouser and Rachel Stiff.  
The remaining artists’ work gives visitors a wide-ranging picture of the art being created across Nevada today.  Including painting, sculpture, draw-

ing, photography, mixed media, street art, installation, sound performance, fiber arts and new media.  
Some work will live exclusively on social media, others, exclusively as street mural. 

The exhibit closes on May 14th so don’t miss this chance to see these extraordinary works of contemporary art.
Join us on Wednesday, May 10th.  Enjoy the exhibit and learn more about the plans for establishing the Las Vegas Museum of Art. 

Please Note:   South Commerce Street is under construction but is open for business.  The road is accessible from Main Street.  If you are driving 
on Main St., turn at Gambler’s General Store.  Drive forward, past the "Road Closed" Sign and over the large gravel and rocks in the street and look 

for the colorful “Tilting the Basin” graphics on the building to the right. Parking is available in front of 920 Commerce St or in the other open parking 
lots along that street.  If you have RSVP'd, you will be sent a map of available parking via e-mail the night before the event.

Reception and Exhibit opens at 5:30PM.  No charge to attend but you must RSVP.  
(Without RSVP there will be a $30.00 charge at the door. RSVP No-Shows Will Be Invoiced) 

CLICK HERE TO RSVP TODAY 
This meeting is being sponsored by AIA Las Vegas Platinum Sponsor, Polar Shades and Gold Sponsor Southwick Landscape Architects.

www. lagedes ign inc. comDesign

LAGE

Design with 
intention.

A Las Vegas-based landscape 
architecture and planning firm, 
serving Nevada and beyond. 
Where people and places come 
together to create experiences.

http://www.aialasvegas.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=914187&group=
https://aialv.site-ym.com/page/63
http://lagedesigninc.com/


JUNE MEMBERSHIP MEETING
WHAT ARE YOU SAYING?

When you speak to a group….or an individual…or when you write a response to a communication… do 
you know what you are saying?   Do you consider your tone, attitude, message and how you want the 
listener to respond?  Communicating professionally, passionately and understandably is a requirement 
in today’s business environment. Style and presence affects how an audience perceives a message and 
while there is great respect for architects, there’s a lack of understanding about what we do and how 
our work affects others. 

Caitlin Reagan, manager of public affairs at the American Institute of Architects’ national office in Washington, 
DC. will present the research, methods and conclusions that led to publishing the AIA Message Book, an im-
portant tool in bridging the gap between the public and architects. She will talk about crafting a well-designed 
message, advancing the profession, and identify key words to convey points that your listener will remember and 
be able to repeat. The AIA Message Book provides statistics and anecdotes that can easily be customized to for-
mulate individual talking points and examples with your clients. Caitlin’s primary focus is the public awareness 
campaign efforts to help raise the profile of architects in their communities. 

Join us on Wednesday, June 21st when we explore “What Are You Saying?”. 
Reception begins at 5:30PM, Program starts at 6:30PM.  

Historic 5th Street School Auditorium
401 S. 5th St., Las Vegas,  NV.  89101

Click Here To RSVP For This Event

No Charge for AIA Las Vegas Members or UNLV Students
Guests are $30.00

RSVP No Shows will be invoiced

MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS 7

Caitlin Reagan
Manager of Public Affairs
AIA National

702.697.2000
fortedesignbuild.comYOUR PARTNER IN PERFECTION

Design Build
General Contracting

Specialty Construction 
Theming

http://www.aialasvegas.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=914199&group=
http://fortedesignbuild.com/


aia las vegas   401 s. 4th street, suite 175   las vegas, nv 89101
T 702.895.0936   www.aialasvegas.org   klavigne@aianevada.org

2017 AIA LAS VEGAS
44TH ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT

SPONSORED BY SLETTEN CONSTRUCTION OF NEVADA

MONDAY, MAY 22ND, 2017

GRAB YOUR PUTTER AND 
ROUND UP YOUR BALLS!

It’s Time To Play Golf 
With AIA Las Vegas
CLICK HERE FOR SPONSORSHIP 

AND TEAM INFORMATION

TEAM DEADLINE IS FRIDAY, MAY 12TH

SPONSORSHIP DEADLINE IS 

FRIDAY, MAY 5TH

http://www.aialasvegas.org/?page=15
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CANSTRUCTION
APRIL 3, AT THE MEADOWS MALL

Canstruction is a unique charity art exhibition and event featuring structures made by teams of architects, as-
sociates, engineers and others.  The structures are made entirely from full cans of food, which were donated to 

the Three Square Food Bank at the end of the exhibit on.  We ended up donating over 9,000 cans!

Above
"Don't Roll The Dice With 
Hunger" was entered by The 
Korte Company and was 
awarded "Best Meal" and 

"Most Cans"

To The Right
"Sweet Relief for Hunger" 

was entered by RWA

Bottom
"Viva Las Vegas" was 

entered by Tate 
Snyder Kimsey Architects 

and was awarded 
"Structural Integrity"

and "People's Choice"

Above
"Game Time" was entered by 

SH Architecture

To The Left
"Home Grown" was entered 
by Klai Juba Wald Architects 

and was awarded
 "Best Original Design"

Bottom
"Welcome" was 

entered by TJK Consulting 
Engineers and was awarded 

"Best Use of Lables"

Thank you to our Jurors who gave generously of their time.  John Courtney, Director for the Smith Hospitality Group
Joyen Vakil, AIA, Exec. Director of Architecture at MGM Resorts International and Ron Frye, V.P. of Design & Construction for Boyd Gaming

Thank you to our 
Committee Members, 

Maggie Allred, 
John Ritz, 

Marco Davis, Assoc. AIA, 
Caron Richardson, 
Kelly Lavigne and 

Randy Lavigne, Hon. AIA

And last but not least, 
Thank you to our 
Committee Chair, 

Travis Allen, Assoc. AIA for 
a job very well done!

A very special 
Thank You to 

Dominic 
Armendariz, 
Assoc. AIA, 

Rafael 
Armendariz, 
Assoc. AIA 

and 
Cameron Tate, 

Assoc. AIA
for going above and 
beyond in helping 
to take it all down. 
We couldn't have 

done it without you!
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Victoria Cousino, Assoc. AIA
SH Architecture

Andrew Martin, Assoc. AIA
Klai Juba Wald Architects

ASSOCIATE

Alexia Chen, AIA (Upgrade)
LGA

ALLIED
Rick Juleen,  Jr.

Young Electric Sign Co. (YESCO)

Dick McClure (Rejoin)
Woodwork Institute

Mitchell Olorenshaw
Young Electric Sign Co. (YESCO)

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!

ARCHITECT

JUNE ISSUE NOW IN PRODUCTION
Don't miss this chance to reach potential clients, project partners and
key decision-makers in Las Vegas and all across the western United 

States. 87,500 Educated and discerning consumers of art, architecture 
and design!

 
Architecture Las Vegas is the communications tool that informs,

educates and delivers your message directly to the most effective audi-
ence.

 
LAST CHANCE TO RESERVE YOUR SPACE

THE DEADLINE IS NOW, TODAY! 
Call Favian Perez at 702-259-7813 

to reserve your space!

or
Click here for more information

        
ARCHITECTURE LAS VEGAS IS YOUR VOICE!

Use it!

5155 W PATRICK LANE      LAS VEGAS, NV 89118      702.362.9200      JBACE.COM

ACOUSTICS 

ARTISTIC ENGINEERING

AUDIOVISUAL

CODE CONSULTING

ELECTRICAL

FIRE PROTECTION

LIGHTING DESIGN

PLUMBING

MASTER PLANNING

MECHANICAL

SECURITY & SURVEILLANCE

TECHNOLOGY

TELECOMMUNICATIONS
OMNIA NIGHTCLUB

GRAND BAZAAR SHOPS

HAKKASAN LAS VEGAS NIGHTCLUB 

SLS LAS VEGAS

https://c.ymcdn.com/sites/aialv.site-ym.com/resource/resmgr/magazine/2017_Arch_LV_Media_Kit.pdf
http://jbace.com/


FEA consulting engineers is a Las Vegas based, multi-discipline engineering firm specializing in 
Mechanical, Plumbing, Electrical, Low Voltage and Fire Protection. Our portfolio of unique projects and 
our innovative approach to our craft continues our commitment to our clients for economical, reliable 
and sustainable system designs. FEA also has Light Theory Studios, a complete lighting design studio 
that gives you the ability to create dramatic effects for your building.

Our Principals Will Help Design The
   Perfect Approach For Your Project

          Robert P. Finnegan, P.E.  •  Boyd L. Erickson Jr., CPD. 
                              Justin Veilleux, P.E., LEED AP BD+C.  •  Ryan Calahan, P.E., LEED AP

FEA Consulting Engineers is proud to be a 
Visionary Sponsor for AIA Las Vegas!

FEA13559-AIA_Full_Pg_Ad.indd   1 3/29/17   3:36 PM

http://www.fealasvegas.com/


12HIGH SCHOOL DESIGN AWARDS

TOP HONORS AT THE AIA LAS VEGAS HIGH SCHOOL DESIGN AWARDS

This year's High School Design Awards Challenge was to Design a museum to showcase the local history of the city, on a site once occupied by one 
of the strip’s original resorts: The Riviera Hotel and Casino. The work presented by over 84 students in 5 schools was truely exceptional!  Our AIA Las 

Vegas President Jon Sparer, AIA served as Master of Ceremonies.  We congradulate our 2017 High School Design Award Winners.

Below
The Elton Dale Scheideman, AIA 

Masterplan Award was awarded to
Las Vegas High School.

Teacher Sabrina Woodruff

Below
The Honor Award for Visual Arts was 

presented to Renae Sebastian of Southeast 
Career & Technical Academy

Below
A Citation Award for Monette Filipe, An 
Honorable Mention Award for Trevor J. 
Rackley and a Merit Award for Blaise 

Madayag was accepted by their teacher, 
Richard Knoeppel from Advanced 

Technologies Academy

Above
The Honor Award was pre-
sented to Trevor A. Wegel 

from Advanced Technologies 
Academy

Below
Teacher Steve Oranchak from Northwest 
Career & Technical Academy accepted a 

Citation Award oh behalf of Jacob Sturm.

Below
Teacher Rosemary Czar from Southeast 
Career & Technical Academy stood with 
Antonio Valencia while he accepted his 

Citattion Award

Below
Teacher Alisa Sirat from Southwest Career 
& Technical Academy stood with Molly  L. 
Cuddihy while she accepted her Citattion 

Award

Above
Teacher Sabrina Woodruff from Las Vegas 
High School stood with Dillon Miller while 

he accepted his Citattion Award

To the Right
President of AIA Las Vegas, Jon Sparer, AIA Thanks 
and Congratulates High School Design Awards Chair, 

Ryan Sisti, Assoc. AIA on a job very well done!

We would also like to Thank all the Jurors and the Mentors 
who worked with the High Schools and gave generously of their 

time and energy!
We honestly could not do it without you!
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SunStone Building Specialties is 
pleased to announce the promotion 
of Cory M. Alder to President effective 
April 5, 2047.

Cory has been with SunStone since 
its inception in 2004.  For the past 
13 years, Cory has been Vice Presi-
dent and Secretary of the Corporation.  
Cory is a minority shareholder at Sun-
Stone and is now moving into the role 

of President.  He will continue to be a driving force for the next generation 
of SunStone Building Specialties.  Matt L. Alder will continue as Chief 
Executive Officer (CEO) and oversee the function of the Company.

AIA Las Vegas congratulates Cory on this advancement and we look 
forward to our continued partnership in the AIA Las Vegas "Learn About 
/ Turn About" Product Show with SunStone in the future.

CONGRATULATIONS 
CORY!

http://www.ala-lv.com/
http://www.sunstonespecialties.com/
http://www.assuranceltd.com/




AIA NEVADA / NSBAIDRD SEMINAR 15
NSBAIDRD /AIA NEVADA CONTINUING EDUCATION SEMINAR

The Nevada State Board of Architecture, Interior Design & Residential Design in 
partnership with the Nevada Chapter of the American Institute of Architects 

is offering an opportunity for Nevada Architects, interior designers and 
residential designers to earn all of Nevada’s 8 required 

Healty, Safety and Welfare (HSW) Continuing Education Credits (CEU’s) in one day!

Thursday, May 25, 2017
8:00AM to 5:00PM

Worldview on Sixteen, Las Vegas Design Center
World Market Center, 495 S. Grand Central Pkwy., Las Vegas, NV.  89106

SCHEDULE & SPEAKERS
7:00 am - 8:00 am - Registration & Coffee

8:00AM – 10:00AM – Next Gen Worker and Workplace
Presented by Kay Sargent, ASID, IIDA, CID, LEED AP, MCR.w

Senior Principal & Director of HOK's Workplace
Workspaces for the future, need to provide for a multi-generational workforce, enabled by technology and working in a more agile manner than ever 

before.  The NEXT generational wave is about to hit the workplace and today's space planning decisions should anticipate them. What will spaces 
look like, and what will be the impact on the way we work? How will new advances in technology impact workplaces? This session examines the Ar-
chetype theory, the impact of Gen Z’s and emerging differences in lifestyle, culture, work styles and the effects on the Next Generation Workplace.

10:15AM – 12:15PM – The Virtuous Supervisor:  Awareness = Profit
Presented by Harry M. Falconer, Jr., AIA, NCARB

Director, Examinations of Experience + Education, NCARB
Ethics in daily life…you live it though you might not recognize it.  It is your ethical commitment as a registered professional in Nevada to guide the 
development of your team members and prepare them for practice.  Errors cost you money; knowledge makes you money.  This session focuses on 

the knowledge, skill, and tasks that your teams need to know and, how ethics and conduct underwrite success in your practice.

12:15AM – 1:15PM – Lunch (Provided)

1:15PM – 3:15PM– Building and Fire Code Updates
Presented by Sam Palmer

Acting Director, Clark County Department of Building & Fire Prevention
An in-depth discussion of the most recent updates to the currently adopted ICC Building and Fire Codes as well as Clark County local amendments. 

In addition, we will discuss the detailed process that Clark County and all local Authorities Having Jurisdiction (AHJ’s) will be performing towards 
the upcoming 2018 ICC Building and Fire Code adoption cycle.

3:15PM – 5:15PM – Avoiding Conflicts: Architects & Code Officials
Presented by Ron Lynn

Director of Operations, Nevada State Contractors Board
This session identifies best practices to minimize code errors and ensure complete plan submittals. Identifying key partnerships, cultivating rela-

tionships and cooperation as methods of effective communication with approving agencies and building officials are important components of the 
architect’s role in protecting health, safety and welfare.

Registration Fee = $45.00    Deadline to Register is May 23, 2017
Sessions provide 8 HWS/Code CEU’s

CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO REGISTER

THIS EVENT SPONSORED BY

http://www.aianevada.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=940748&group=
http://noblecompany.com/


 AIA LAS VEGAS CONTINUING 
EDUCATION LUNCHEON 

SCHEDULE

AIA Las Vegas continues to provide 
Continuing Education Luncheons without 

charge as a benefit  of membership, 

However, there 
is a charge of $20.00 for non-members.  

All (including members) who wish to 
attend an AIA Continuing Education 
Luncheon MUST RSVP prior to the 

luncheon. 

If you are interested in providing or 
hosting an AIA Las Vegas Continuing 

Education Lunch

 click HERE for more information

A New Way to Earn LUs Online-AIAU courses are rigorously 
curated and target your professional success no matter where you 

work in the industry. Earn LUs online, anytime.

CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFORMATION
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2017 AIA LV Continuing Education Opportunities are as follows:

Thursday, May 25 - AIA NV/NSBAIDRD Seminar - LV

Thursday, June 8 - OPEN

Thursday, June 22 - AIA LV COTE Committee
COTE’s Sustainable Design Series via AIAU

Thursday, August 10 - OPEN

Wednesday, September 20 - AIA LV Product Show CE

Thursday, September 28 - AIA LV COTE Committee
COTE’s Sustainable Design Series via AIAU

October 11 - 14 - WMR Conference

Thursday, November 9 - OPEN

Wednesday, December 6- AIA LV COTE Committee
COTE’s Sustainable Design Series via AIAU

Thursday, December 7 - AIA NV/NSBAIDRD  - Reno

https://www.polarshade.com/index.php
https://c.ymcdn.com/sites/aialv.site-ym.com/resource/resmgr/sponsorships/2017_Sponsor_Packet_CE_Only.pdf
https://www.aia.org/continuing-education


AIA LV COTE’S SUSTAINABLE 
DESIGN SERIES VIA AIAU

Join AIA Las Vegas COTE for the 2017 
quarterly lecture series focused on sus-
tainable design, techniques, integrated 

design approaches and optimizing strategies in your practice. Through 
the video presentations of AIAU, you can put your career into high gear 
as you learn about design professionals who are implementing technol-
ogy, resolving challenges and creating new tricks to create comfortable 
spaces. 
 

June 22nd - 7:30 am – 9:00 am, 1.00 LU, $10/person
Net Zero Energy Buildings (NZEB) in 7 Climate Zones: 

An Analysis of How to Design NZEB’s in Varied Climates
Presented by John Andary Bioclimatic Design Leader at Integral Group, 
David Kaneda, Managing Principal at Integral Group and John Weale, 

an Engineer Fellow and Associate Principal at Integral Group
Case studies of Net Zero Energy buildings in 7 distinctly different cli-

mates compare techniques to effectively drive energy use down to reach 
net-zero energy.

CLICK HERE TO RSVP

September 28th – 7:30 am – 9:00 am, 1.50 LU, $10/person
Manipulating the Microclimate: Creating Comfortable Outdoor 

Spaces for People and Energy Efficient Communities
Presented by Duncan A. Phillips, Principal Architect, RWDI

Engage with the tools to include manipulation of the microclimate in 
design work to influence the internal conditions and energy demand of 

buildings.
CLICK HERE TO RSVP

 
December 6th – 7:30 am – 9:00 am, 1.00 LU, $10/person

Designing to an Energy Budget: Focus on Small Firms and Projects 
Presented by Chris J. Green, FAIA, Founding Principal Ago Studios, 

Inc., Heather Gayle Holdridge, LEED AP BD+C, EIT, Assoc. AIA, Kim E. 
Shinn, P.E., Principal, TLC Engineering for Architecture

Case studies of the Performance Design Process and using Design 
Performance Modeling to integrate energy modeling into the design 

process.
CLICK HERE TO RSVP

Sponsorships are available for individual sessions and/or the complete 
Design Series. Sponsors will be listed on promotional materials. 
Individual session sponsorship are $250. Please contact 
Caron Richardson; crichardson@aianevada.org at AIA Las Vegas for 
more information.  

You must RSVP to attend.  No Walk-Ins permitted.

COTE CONTINUING EDUCATION 17

SUPPORT AIA ALLIED 
MEMBERS 

Allied Members are committed 
to the architects and design 
professionals of Nevada and they 
show it by supporting the AIA through 
advertising, sponsorships and service 
on committees.

  
SUPPORT OUR AIA ALLIED MEMBERS

and keep our Chapters strong.

http://southwickla.com/
http://www.tjkengineers.com/
www.aialasvegas.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=914233&group=
http://www.aialasvegas.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=914236&group=
http://www.aialasvegas.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=914242&group=
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EPYAF NEWS
TRAVIS ALLEN, ASSOC. AIA
EPYAF DIRECTOR

The EP|YAF was busy last month!
 
Craig Palacios, AIA & Tina Wichmann, AIA 
of BUNNYFiSH Studio provided one of the 

best discussions so far for 
the Memoir Monday events. 
Thank you to them for tak-
ing the time to discuss their 
unique insights to licensure/
starting their firm, working 
with Tony Hsieh to rede-
velop Downtown Las Vegas, 
and then gaining the 2015 
AIA Nevada Firm of the Year 
Award. 

CANstruction was also a huge success! With 6 teams creating sculp-
tures, we raised over 9,000 cans, enough to fill up an entire box truck. 
Thank you to the teams that participated: SH Architecture, TJK Consult-
ing Engineers, The Korte Company, TSK Architects, Klai Juba Wald Ar-
chitects, and Richardson Wetzel Architects. 
Look for photos from the event on page 9 
of this newsletter and select winners in the 
upcoming Architecture Las Vegas magazine. 

Since the Clark County School District has ramped up building efforts 
yet again, we’re putting together options to tour some of the new schools 
under construction for this month’s Hard Hat Tour. Be on the look out for 
the announcements!

If you are interested in helping out with the planning and promoting of 
these events, have some ideas of your own, or would like to be part of the 
Emerging Professionals committee in any way - please email me: 
tallen@csdarchitecture.com

Thanks!

Pictured: "Gametime" by SH Architecture and Sweet Relief" by RWA

http://american-ins.com/


Summer Conservation

It’s that time of the year again! Summer 
brings warmer temperatures suitable for 
outdoor activities, but also water and energy 
conservation challenges.
 
It is important to recognize that Southern 
Nevada has done a tremendous job of con-

serving water. Over the past decade, the city of Las Vegas has reduced 
its water consumption by 23 percent, despite adding half a million new 
residents. However, we must continue that path, to make sure there is 
enough water for future generations of Las Vegans. Here are some tips 
and tricks that we can implement to stay on track.

Get rid of grass
Did you know about the “Cash for Grass” rebate? With this program, 
Southern Nevada Water Authority pays homeowners $1.50 for each 
square foot of grass that’s replaced with water-efficient desert landscap-
ing. So far, 172 million square feet of grass has being removed, which 
translated into 9.6 billion gallons of water saved every year.

Everything counts
Even the most modest measures can add up to big savings. 
• Make sure your home is leak-free, read your water meter before and 

after a two-hour period when no water is being used. If the meter 
does not read exactly the same, there is a leak.

• Repair dripping faucets by replacing washers. If your faucet is drip-
ping at the rate of one drop per second, you can waste up to 2,700 
gallons per year.

• Avoid flushing the toilet unnecessarily. 
• Don't let water run while shaving or washing your face.
• Take shorter showers. Replace you shower head with an ultra-low-

flow version. 
• Do not use running water to defrost food. 
• Kitchen sink disposals require lots of water to operate properly. A 

composting pile could be a great way of disposing food waste in-
stead.

• If you have a swimming pool, consider installing pool covers to re-
duce evaporation.

• Install water-efficient sprinklers and make sure that the water lands 
on lawn and shrubs and not on paved areas.

• Use Mulch to retain moisture in the soil. 
• Plant native grasses, ground covers, shrubs and trees. 
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COTE CLOSET
ESTHER GARCIA, ASSOC. AIA
CHAIR, COTE COMMITTEE

The Urban Sketchers next meeting will 
be on Saturday, May 20th, 
from 8:00am to 4:00pm.

(Don't be late!)

They will be meeting at the Lowe's near Farm and Durango
(7551 N. El Capitan Way, Las Vegas, NV.  89143) 

at 8am to carpool to the Rhyolite Ghost Town in Beatty, NV.  
They plan to be back a the Lowe's by 4:00pm

  (702-498-3658 Eric's Cell)
PLEASE RSVP TO ATTEND

RSVP today to eroberts@sh-architecture.com
You should bring your own sketch supplies, some water and your water 

colors (if you’d like).  Don’t forget some water (to drink),
something to sit on (you’ll be glad you did)!

A Hat and Sunscreen is a  must!!
See you May 20th

GREENING THE WMR

AIA Las Vegas is hosting the Western Mountain Region conference in 
October 2017 and we want to make the conference as sustainable as 
possible. Our committee has the following ideas but would love to hear 
from the membership on creative ways ideas to green our convention. 
• Recycling paper
• Electronic versus printed materials
• Transportation options (like a bike share between the hotel and the 

5th Street School)
• Refillable water bottles instead of bottled water

If you are interested in helping Green the WMR please contact Jennifer 
at Jennifer@codagroupinc.com with your ideas! 

GET IN ON THE ACTION JOIN AN AIA COMMITTEE

Want to get involved?  
There’s no better way than to join an AIA 
Committee.  

2017 Western Mountain Region 
Conference
Chair:  Jennifer Turchin, AIA
We need your help in determining the 
theme, speakers, programs, tours and 

events. The planning starts now and the execution of the fabulous event 
in the fall of 2017.  
To join the committee contact rlavigne@aianevada.org 

Rhyolite Ghost Town

www.coreconstruction.com

Proud to be an AIA Las Vegas
2017 Silver Sponsor

https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=urban%20sketchers%20las%20vegas
http://www.coreconstruction.com/


4560 S. Decatur Blvd., Suite 200
Las Vegas, NV 89103

702.248.7000
info@JohnMartinNevada.com

JohnMartinNevada.com

http://www.johnmartinnevada.com/
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SPEAK UP
ADVOCACY TRAINING

AIA National will hold the annual 
SPEAK UP Advocacy Training in 
Denver, Colorado on July 19-21.

SPEAK UP is a three day advocacy skills training, with interactive discus-
sions and hands-on learning opportunities to each architects how they 
can better engage in the legislative and political arenas at the federal, 
state and local levels.  It will bring together AIA members from across the 
Institute to share winning strategies, learn from political professionals 
and find new ways to mobilize members to advocate in their communities

IF you have an interest in Legislative Advocacy and protecting the pro-
fession then we need to talk to you. Now more than ever, the profession 
needs AIA members who will SPEAK UP in the political arena and do it 
effectively. The purpose of this conference is to teach architects how to 
take action with regard to important legislative issues and how to be an 
advocate for the profession and your fellow architects.  

Attendance is limited. We’re looking for individuals who want to make a 
difference in the world through engaging in the electoral and legislative 
process. 

 If you are interested in attending, please contact R. Lavigne, Hon. AIA at 
rlavigne@aianevada.org   or 702-895-0936

UNLV SCHOOL OF 
ARCHITECTURE REPORT
GLENN NOWAK, AIA
Graduate Coordinator
Associate Professor of Architecture

The UNLV School of Architecture is wrapping 
up an incredibly productive year and would 
like to celebrate the achievements of its stu-
dents, faculty, staff and extended design com-
munity with an end-of-semester event Friday 
May 5 with afternoon reviews of some of the 
best student work, followed by an awards cer-
emony including AIA Scholarship announce-

ments followed by a reception.   

Please join us at the School of Architecture on the main campus!  Among 
the highlights for the 2016-2017 academic year, the SoA experienced 
very positive accreditation visits for both the Landscape and Architec-
ture programs, the launch of the new Masters of Healthcare Interior 
Design, two major design-build projects are simultaneously underway 
(The Solar Decathlon and the Mesa Artist Retreat), the SoA hosted a 
vibrant lecture series and Mayor's Symposium, faculty have advanced 
their research through publications, presentations, and funded research, 
and many students have been recognized in national/international com-
petitions and have admirably represented the School at various venues 
across the country.  

Thank you for joining us in recognizing the accomplishments and contin-
ued successes of the UNLV School of Architecture!

http://501studiosphotography.com/


Surveying & 3D Laser ScanningStructural & Civil Engineering

Las Vegas | Boise | Denver
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Reflecting on the Past 20 Years and 
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WANT TO POST A JOB TO 
THE AIA LAS VEGAS WEBSITE 

AND IN THE NEWSLETTER?

CLICK HERE TO FIND OUT HOW!

ARCHITECTURAL DRAFTER

ethos | three ARCHITECTURE is a progressive ar-
chitectural practice focusing on commercial and 
educational environments.  Our current projects 
range in size from $25m - $250k in construction 
cost.  We are client driven, environmentally con-
scious, and deliver our services with passion and 
commitment.  We are seeking a confident, self-
motivated person who can thrive in a busy studio.

REQUIREMENTS:
• Professional Degree in Architecture.
• Minimum 5 years of professional architectural experience.
• Proficiency in AutoCAD, Revit, Microsoft Office.
• Knowledge of building and zoning codes.
RESPONSIBILITIES:
• CAD drafting in Design Development and Construction Document 

Phases of work, under supervision of senior staff.
• Communication and coordination with building department plans 

checkers.
• Communication and coordination with General Contractors.
• Measurement and CAD documentation of existing buildings.
• Research of building materials.
• Research building code and zoning code requirements.
EXPECTATIONS:
• Ability to communicate effectively with other team members and 

supervisors.
• Ability to understand and meet goals and deadlines.
• Pursue architectural license.
Please send resume and / or portfolio to cberry@ethosthree.com
No Phone Calls Please

PROJECT ARCHITECTS
PROJECT MANAGERS

JOB CAPTAINS
INTERIOR DESIGNERS 

AND INTERNS
Carpenter Sellers Del Gatto Architects is looking for great people to add 
to their family.  We are seeking talented applicants for positions as: Proj-
ect Architects, Project Managers, Job Captains, Interns and Interior 
Designers. The most qualified candidates are experienced with Revit 
software and construction documents.  Excellent design skills are a plus, 
great design sensibilities are required.  

We offer competitive salaries based on experience and abilities, excellent 
benefits, and a great office culture (thanks to our amazing team).  Our 
firm is committed to provide a working environment that promotes em-
ployee professional development and growth.

If you are passionate about architecture and client service, please email 
your cover letter, resume, portfolio samples and references to: 
careers@csdarchitecture.com.  
Please include the position name and your name in the email subject 
line.  Thank you!

DESIGNER

ethos | three ARCHITECTURE is a progressive 
Architectural and Interior Design firm with a 
diversity of projects, primarily focused on edu-
cational and commercial project types.   We are 
looking for people who are passionate, energetic 
with a can-do attitude who want to grow person-
ally and professionally.   We pride ourselves on 
being client driven, environmentally conscious, 

and collaborative in our approach to Architecture and Interior Design.
We are primarily looking for people who can enhance our ability to pro-
vide the following:
 REQUIREMENTS:
• Proficiency in Sketchup, InDesign, Photoshop, Powerpoint, MS Of-

fice, Revit a plus
• A good eye for graphics and presentation skills 
• Architectural background preferred 
• 3- 5 years of professional architectural experience, favorable
RESPONSIBILITIES and EXPECTATIONS:
• Work with our studio based team approach on a variety of project 

types
• Assist with development of projects, design and graphic presenta-

tions
• Assist to develop visually stimulating marketing materials that rep-

resent ethos|three firm
• Assist ethos|three to maintain cutting edge design and presentation 

tools and skillsets
• Ability to communicate effectively with other team members.
• Ability to understand and meet goals and deadlines.

Please send portfolio and/or resume to Christina at 
cberry@ethosthree.com
No Drop-Ins or Phone Calls Please

We are looking for a dedicated career individual to work in a comfortable 
but fast-paced collaborative team environment for projects in casino / 
hospitality, aviation, retail, restaurant design and commercial interiors.
Requirements:
• Architectural background or Bachelor’s degree in Architecture pre-

ferred;
• Minimum 3 years’ experience with Revit and AutoCAD;
• Must be proficient in Photoshop, Sketch Up, MS Office and other 

presentation software.
Please forward your resume and portfolio highlighting relevant areas 
of experience to doug@dwaltonarch.com and nancy@innovativodesign.
com. Upon acceptable review of your credentials, an appointment will be 
scheduled for an interview at our newly renovated studio at 4810 West 
University Ave near Flamingo & Decatur.

Thank you for your interest in our firm.
DWA PLLC / INNOVATIVO DESIGN INC. are equal opportunity employers.

REVIT PRODUCTION TECHNICIAN

http://www.aialasvegas.org/?page=27


GET READY TOGO
APRIL 2017

DESIGN. CULTURE. CRAFT.

A new way to connect to  
nature and each other.

Live | Learn | Work | Care | Play | Travel | Outside 

The GO Outdoor Table:  
Designed by Landscape Forms

Find us at landscapeforms.com or  
contact us toll free at 800.430.6202.

http://www.nevadasalesagency.com/


AIA EVENTS CALENDAR2017 AIA LAS VEGAS SPONSORS

4
UNLV Jury Panels

5
Cinco de Mayo

10
AIA Membership Meeting

"Tilting the Basin Reception & Exhibit"

14
Mother's Day 

16
AIA Las Vegas Board Meeting

18
AIA Nevada Board Meeting

20
AIA LV Urban Sketchers

22
AIA LV 44th Annual Golf Tournament

25
AIA Nevada / NSBAIDRD Seminar

29
Memorial Day

8
AIA LV CE Luncheon

17
AIA LV Urban Sketchers

18
Father's Day

20
AIA Las Vegas Board Meeting

21
AIA Membership Meeting

"What Are You Saying? - Media Training"

22
AIA Nevada Board Meeting

and
AIA LV COTE CE Breakfast

JUNE

JULY

silver

platinum

MAY

gold

Visionary Sponsors

3
WMR Design & Service Awards 

Call for Entry

4
4th of July!!

6
UNLV Library Panel Discussion

18
AIA Las Vegas Board Meeting

19 - 21
Speak Up

Denver, CO.
20

AIA Nevada Board Meeting

http://buildwithdcbg.com/
http://sh-architecture.com/
http://arialandscape.com/
http://lagedesigninc.com/
http://fortedesignbuild.com/
http://jbace.com/
http://www.fealasvegas.com/
http://www.ala-lv.com/
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https://www.polarshade.com/index.php
http://southwickla.com/
http://www.tjkengineers.com/
http://www.yesco.com/
http://american-ins.com/
http://www.coreconstruction.com/
http://www.johnmartinnevada.com/
http://501studiosphotography.com/
http://www.lochsa.com/
http://www.nevadasalesagency.com/
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http://www.aialasvegas.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=914187&group=
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=urban%20sketchers%20las%20vegas
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