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I am a member of AIA because… Education matters.  To be an Architect requires one to continue to learn 
about anything and everything, every day.  There’s no better way to learn than though the AIA.  Through the 
discussions and lectures at meetings, the conversations with other members, and the newsletters regarding 
local, national and international news, the AIA encourages me to learn and experience things I had never 
thought to investigate.

      I grew up in a small farm town in Michigan, only knowing that I wanted to build a career that would allow 
me an opportunity to leave a mark on the architectural profession. I moved to Las Vegas nine and half years 
ago after graduating from the University of Michigan and spending a summer working abroad. Following the 
recession and a few shifts in scenery, I have spent the last four and half years at SH Architecture working on 
an array of projects. Most recently focusing my energies on growing our Medical and Healthcare Division for 
the firm.  In any free time we can find, my wife, a fellow Wolverine and Architect, and I spend as much time 
as we can traveling. If the AIA is the easiest way to continue to learn, traveling is a close second in my book.

 What is the most important thing you’ve learned?  
Push yourself out of your comfort zone.  There is so much to learn and do in Architecture that I think if you become complacent in your day to day task 
you may find yourself left behind.  Take on a new task you haven’t done before, try to create that detail before your boss does it for you, anticipate the 
phone call from the client, go research a project type before asking to be added to a new team at the office.  Push, every day. 

What is your favorite piece of architecture? Why?  
Anything by BIG.  From the diagrams, to the models, to the use of materials and spaces, to how on Earth Bjarke Ingles convinces client after client to 
spend money on projects way outside of the box is inspiring.  

What person, living or dead, would you most like to talk with? 
See above…seriously…he’s 42, and owns his second wildly successful firm (PLOT being the first).

How can architects provide “value add” to their clients?
We need to learn a better way to convey that the overall ROI of a project is more than a balance sheet.  The definition of Architecture is “the art or 
practice of designing and constructing buildings,” and I feel that too often the “design” of a building is examined as only the function of the building by 
those that control the check book.  The impact of a well-designed, well executed building can, and should, reach beyond the property line.  We need to 
better convince our clients that well designed buildings, ones that are designed beyond function and minimum codes, can more quickly gain tenants, 
can better and more easily maintain full occupancy, and can bring better businesses to the surrounding areas, possibly leading to increased rental rates 
and driving up demand.  We need a better way to help clients understand this, as there is far too rarely “Value” in “Value Engineering.”

www.coreconstruction.com

Proud to be an AIA Las Vegas
2017 Silver Sponsor
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AIA Las Vegas
President’s Message
Jon Sparer, AIA

MEMBERSHIP

Why do I need to be a member? What does the AIA do for me?
During this time of year of our annual renewal of membership, this is a conversation that I, along with my fellow board 
members and Randy, Caron and Kelly have many times while talking to fellow architects and even students and allies.

Times seem to have changed, when I was going through architectural school (back in the old days) and then working 
in my first professional architectural office, all I could think about was getting my license and then joining the AIA. For 
me, the big goal of putting those magic letters ‘AIA’ after my name was the cherry on top of all the hard work. After 
those grueling years of all-nighters at school and long hours as the low man on the totem pole in the office, those 3 
letters would tell the world that I was an architect. ‘Prestigious’ is how I always looked at those 3 letters. ‘Legitimate’…
’Professional’…’Accomplished’.

Sadly, for most of our newly registered architects, and even some of our more seasoned licensed practitioners, joining the AIA doesn’t have the same 
appeal.

Perhaps things were different back when I was getting my license, because we couldn’t take our exams until after working in an office for 4 years. In 
addition, the exams were only given once a year, and you had to take them all at the same time; the first day had three, 2 hour exams and one, 3-hour 
exam (structures…ugh). This was then followed the next day with the 12-hour design exam (designing and hand drawing your solution….no computers 
then). You then had to wait months to find out if you passed, and if you didn’t, which exams you would need to wait until next year to take again. Once 
you passed these 2 days of exams, you were then qualified to take another round of 2 days of ‘professional exams’. Again, these professional exams 
were only given once a year and then you had to wait for months to find out if you passed. Taking nothing away from the exams today, but back then 
there wasn’t the flexibility and leeway to take the exams individually, on your own timelines, and with immediate results. Having the AIA after your name 
was a true badge of honor.

Apparently, those 3 letters after your name isn’t the enticement for today’s architects as it was for me and my contemporaries any more. Times change, 
fair enough.

So what does the AIA do for you? Lots of things, in fact. 

In this Nevada Legislative year, our State AIA Chapters (Las Vegas & Northern Nevada) Committee on Legislative Affairs has been working with our 
attorneys as well as the attorneys for ACEC (American Consulting Engineers Council) to put together a revised Lien Law Bill that will provide architects 
and designers with more protections than we currently have. In particular, this bill will allow architects and designers the ability to place a lien on a 

project even if the project has not started construction; something we 
are not currently allowed to do. This is an extreme disadvantage because 
if a project never starts, the designers have no ability to lien the property 
as leverage for getting paid.

This law will change the date of when a lien can be filed from “when the 
work becomes visible” to “the date on which the design professional 
begins work”.  
     
This is a huge bill for all of us, and I am pleased to tell you that Senator 
Roberson has agreed to be the sponsor and it has been introduced as SB 
423. This is one very important thing that the AIA is doing for you! Now 
you can do something to help support this bill to make it a law:

There is a website that allows the public to express an opinion on bills 
under consideration "Vote" in favor of the bill by clicking here.  Look up 
SB423 under "Select Bill" or type SB423 into "type bill name here". A 
brief description of the bill - AN ACT relating to statutory liens; revising 
certain provisions relating to statutory liens for design professionals; 
and providing other matters properly relating thereto. should pop up. 
Click "For" and fill out your constituent information. Click “submit” and 
you're done! 

Legislators do monitor this site so comments are always a great addition!

While you are on the website, other bills to consider and vote on while 
you're on the site:

OPPOSE: SJR7 (urges Congress to transfer majority of public lands to 
state control)

OPPOSE: AJR12 (urges Congress to abolish Gold Butte National 
Monument)

This is just one thing that AIA does for you.  I encourage you to visit 
the AIA Website; www.AIA.org and check out the many programs and 
information that is available to you. I wanted to list them in my message, 
but to be honest, there are far too many to mention them all. I will just 
briefly mention one of them here. Advocacy:  (continued next page)
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ATTENTION ALL AIA 
NEVADA MEMBERS
A CALL TO ACTION

 
AIA Nevada is working on your 
behalf to revise and update Ne-
vada's Lien Laws for Architects 

and Design Professionals.

Our Bill - SB423- has just been introduced and we need every 
member to show their support for this bill.

SB423 - AN ACT relating to statutory liens, revising certain 
provisions relating to statutory liens for design professionals and 

providing other matters properly related thereto. 

This bill will allow architects, engineers, land surveyors, geologists and 
landscape architects, as well as other design professionals, to attach a 
mechanic's lien against a project, in order to receive payment for work 

they have provided prior to the commencement of construction.

YOUR VOTE COUNTS
LET THE NEVADA LEGISLATORS KNOW WHAT YOU THINK

  
"Vote" in favor of the bill by clicking here.

Look up SB423 under "Select Bill" or 
type SB423 into "type bill name here". 

A brief description of the bill - "AN ACT relating to statutory liens; revis-
ing certain provisions relating to statutory liens for design professionals; 

and providing other matters properly relating thereto", should pop up. 

Click "For" and fill out your constituent information.   
Click "submit" and you're done!

Legislators do monitor this site 
so comments are always a great addition!

This bill will help to level the playing field for architects and design 
professionals and will help to make sure 

they get paid promptly for services rendered. 

Members of AIA Nevada may be called upon to testify in support 
of our bill before the Judiciary Committee. 

If so, we will need to reference actual case studies where the existing 
legislation has proven detrimental to architects and design profession-

als and how changes in this statute would remedy the situation. 

Please contact Randy Lavigne, Hon. AIA at rlavigne@aianevada.org 
if you can provide a case study or experience in support,

ALSO - while you are on the 79th Legislature Website
 you can vote on these other bills:

OPPOSE:   SJR7 - Urges Congress to transfer majority of public lands  
  to state control.
OPPOSE:   AJR12 - Urges Congress to abolish Gold Butte National  
  Monument

We are stronger together! 

(President's Message continued from previous page)

The Advocacy Programs that AIA National has for all our betterment, 
includes working to defeat numerous tax hikes that would hurt small 
architectural business; supporting green building design and increase 
disaster grants by 4 percent; opposing any proposals that would weaken 
the rigorous standards for architectural licensure and design of the built 
environment, including the encroachment into the scope of architectural 
practice by non-architect licensed professionals or unlicensed individuals; 
and AIA fights against draconian policies that hold architects liable for 
the negligent acts of others. 

AIA is a Professional Organization, but we like to have fun too. As a kick 
off to our annual April “Art, Architecture and Design” Month, check out 
our own Canstruction at the Meadows Mall. The unveiling and judging 
of these creative sculptures made entirely out of food cans will be at 
5:30 on April 3rd. All the food will be donated to Three Square at the 
conclusion of the exhibit. Come show your support and bring your friends 
and family…..and maybe a fellow professional that is not an AIA member.

So, the next time you are asked why you are a member of AIA, you have 
an answer. 

We are stronger together and it is important to grow our membership 
so we can keep doing more for you. Please talk to someone that isn’t a 
member and explain what the AIA does for them and encourage them to 
become members.

To paraphrase our great President John Kennedy;
“Ask not what your AIA can do for you, but what can you do for your AIA.”

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE & CALL TO ACTION 4



4560 S. Decatur Blvd., Suite 200
Las Vegas, NV 89103

702.248.7000
info@JohnMartinNevada.com

JohnMartinNevada.com
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AIA LAS VEGAS MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS 
ARE NOW AVAILABLE ONLINE

We are proud to say we have started an archive of our past meetings

CLICK HERE FOR THE ARCHIVE

Index so far:
“60TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION” JANUARY MEETING

“1956-1971 -THE WAY WE WERE” FEBRUARY MEETING

"MID CENTURY MODERN ARCHITECTURE" MARCH MEETING

"1971-1986 - A CITY GROWING UP" JUNE MEETING

"1986 - 2001 - THE FASTEST GROWING CITY IN THE COUNTRY"

NOVEMBER MEETING

MAY MEMBERSHIP 
MEETING

GEARS, DEVICES, 
APPARRATI & GIZMOS

What’s new?   
Right now we’re busy looking 
for all the new technology and 

services that are available and we 
hope to provide this information for you at the May 17 Member Meeting.  

The Meeting will start at 5:30pm with cocktails and hors d' oeuvres
Program begins at 6:30pm

Location TBA
Stay tuned for an update.

A’19: CONFERENCE 
ON ARCHITECTURE
Hosted by AIA Las Vegas

Did you know that AIA Las 
Vegas is hosting the A19’ 

Conference on Architecture?  
2019!!!   

It will be here before 
we know it.  

The A’19 Committee is working right now to plan and execute the best 
national conference since 2005 …. That’s the last time we hosted it.

This time it will be bigger and better.  Join the committee today…. As an 
event Chair or as a volunteer.

We need ALL members to join this effort.  

Steering Committee Chairs are Eric Roberts, AIA and Jon Sparer, AIA 
contact Randy Lavigne, Hon. AIA if you are interested in 
being a part of this great event in celebration of our city.

rlavigne@aianevada.org  or 702-895-0936

The AIA FORUM is your newsletter.  

It is provided as a member benefit and to 
help you stay informed on Chapter happen-
ings, meetings, ideas and activities.  We invite 
your participation in the form of articles and 
editorials. 

If you have information you’d like to share or if you’d like to comment 
on an article, or provide new information or a point of view, please let us 
know via email to Randy Lavigne, Hon. AIA
Executive Director, AIA Nevada/AIA Las Vegas rlavigne@aianevada.org 

WHAT DO YOU HAVE TO SAY?



JUNE MEMBERSHIP MEETING
WHAT ARE YOU SAYING?

When you speak to a group….or an individual…or when you write a response to a communication… do 
you know what you are saying?   Do you consider your tone, attitude, message and how you want the 
listener to respond?  Communicating professionally, passionately and understandably is a requirement 
in today’s business environment. Style and presence affects how an audience perceives a message and 
while there is great respect for architects, there’s a lack of understanding about what we do and how 
our work affects others. 

Caitlin Reagan, manager of public affairs at the American Institute of Architects’ national office in Washington, 
DC. will present the research, methods and conclusions that led to publishing the AIA Message Book, an im-
portant tool in bridging the gap between the public and architects. She will talk about crafting a well-designed 
message, advancing the profession, and identify key words to convey points that your listener will remember and 
be able to repeat. The AIA Message Book provides statistics and anecdotes that can easily be customized to for-
mulate individual talking points and examples with your clients. Caitlin’s primary focus is the public awareness 
campaign efforts to help raise the profile of architects in their communities. 

Join us on Wednesday, June 21st when we explore “What Are You Saying?”. 
Reception begins at 5:30PM, Program starts at 6:30PM.  

Historic 5th Street School Auditorium
401 S. 5th St., Las Vegas,  NV.  89101

Click Here To RSVP For This Event

No Charge for AIA Las Vegas Members or UNLV Students
Guests are $30.00

RSVP No Shows will be invoiced

MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS 7

Caitlin Reagan
Manager of Public Affairs
AIA National
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9 APRIL - ART, ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN MONTH

CANSTRUCTION
APRIL 3-10, 2017

AIA LV will start the month with 
our CANstruction event from 

April 3-10.  The artistic structures 
created by our AIA LV teams will 

be on display at the Meadows Mall. Stroll by and enjoy the creative 
structures and even vote for your favorite.  Canstruction is a unique 
charity art exhibition and event featuring structures made by teams 
of architects, associates, engineers and others.  The structures are 

made entirely from full cans of food, which will be donated to the Three 
Square Food Bank at the end of the exhibit on April 10th.

You’re invited to attend the opening reception being held at 5:30PM in 
the Meadows Mall, by the west entrance near JC Penny.  Come enjoy 
the structures, learn the results of the jury and enjoy refreshments at 

the reception.

CLICK HERE TO RSVP! 

AIA LV HIGH SCHOOL DESIGN COMPETITION
THE CHALLENGE: THE HISTORY OF SIN (CITY) 

A LOCAL HISTORY MUSEUM
AIA LV HIGH SCHOOL DESIGN AWARDS

April 19, 2017

The AIA LV High School Design Awards will be held on Wednesday, April 
19th at the UNLV School of Architecture.  Talented students from Clark 
County High Schools have been working on this year’s design challenge, 
which is to design a “Local History Museum” on the site vacated by two of 
Las Vegas’s iconic resorts – The Landmark Hotel, and the Riviera Hotel 
and Casino.  The students have been asked to use their imagination in 
creating a Cultural Entertainment Pedestrian Corridor on the north end 
of the Strip – pulling in tourists and visitors from Las Vegas Boulevard, 
with its terminus at the Las Vegas Convention Center.  

See the results of their work at the Awards program being held at 5:00PM 
on April 15 in the Architecture Studies Library, UNLV School of Architec-
ture.  The program will begin with a reception at 5:30PM for the students, 
their parents, instructors and AIA members. The students submittals will 
be on display.  Plan to attend and meet the next generation of architects!

To see the complete design challenge with instructions CLICK HERE.

Through collaborations between the UNLV School of Architecture, AIA 
Las Vegas, and AIAS, this event connects prospective interns and full-
time employees with firms seeking emerging professionals and top de-
sign talent.  Participation in the internship/job fair may be limited to the 
first 18 firms to register for the event;

Please consider the value of participating in this event.  The graduates 
of the M. Arch program have seen over 90% employment rates upon 
graduation over the last five years, and we suspect this year’s group will 
continue to make great additions to the profession.  This year's under-
graduates are exceptional and extremely motivated.  Over the last five 
years we’ve seen over 400 students across all year levels participate in 
the internship fair.  
 
Please arrive 20-30 minutes early for set-up and parking (free and no 
permit required after 1:00pm), while the school’s Architect Licensing 
Advisor briefly goes over updates to NCARB’s Architecture Experience 
Program (AXP).  Rectangular banquet tables (6’) will be provided to each 
firm for any promotional materials you would like to bring.  From 1:30-
5:00pm students will be invited to visit each firm’s table, ask questions, 
and share their resumes/portfolios.      
 

We hope you will join us!  
Contact Glenn Nowak, AIA at glenn.nowak@unlv.edu 

or phone 702-895-1076 for more information
 Deadline March 31, 2017. 

The 6th Annual Architectural
Internship/Job Fair
Friday April 7, 2017 1:30-5pm 
ASL at the School of Architecture
Contact glenn.nowak@unlv.edu to register your firm (100+ students to attend)

FOR STUDENTS AND FIRMS ALIKE!
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Jina Zavala, AIA
SH Architecture

ALLIED
Michael DiFabbio

Nevada General Construction

Michael Schwob (rejoin)
Schwob Acoustics

Kimberly Trueba
Fortè Specialty Contractors

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!
ARCHITECT

JUNE ISSUE NOW IN PRODUCTION
Don't miss this chance to reach potential clients, project partners and
key decision-makers in Las Vegas and all across the western United 

States. 87,500 Educated and discerning consumers of art, architecture 
and design!

 
Architecture Las Vegas is the communications tool that informs,

educates and delivers your message directly to the most effective audi-
ence.

 
RESERVE YOUR SPACE TODAY!

 

Call Favian Perez at 702-259-7813 
to reserve your space!

or
Click here for more information

        
ARCHITECTURE LAS VEGAS IS YOUR VOICE!

Use it!

AIA LAS VEGAS WELCOMES NEW REGISTRANTS 
TO THE STATE OF NEVADA 

In January, 2017, Michael Schafer, Brian Glennon, AIA, 
Esther Garcia, AIA, Kelly Scherbenski, and Carson Nolan are 

congradulated and welcomed by Kimberly Ciesynski, RID (far left) and 
Randy Lavigne, Hon. AIA (far right).

In March, 2017, 
Randy Lavigne, Hon.AIA 
(far right) congratulated 

and welcomed 
Andrea Limpede and 

Carlos Lausso.

ARE STUDY MATERIALS 
AVAILABLE IN AIA OFFICE

A complete set of the Kaplan Architectural Exami-
nation Study Guide is available in the AIA Las Ve-
gas office.  These materials are available for use in 
the AIA office and can be reserved by emailing 
klavigne@aianevada.org 



aia las vegas   401 s. 4th street, suite 175   las vegas, nv 89101
T 702.895.0936   www.aialasvegas.org   klavigne@aianevada.org

2017 AIA LAS VEGAS
44TH ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT

SPONSORED BY SLETTEN CONSTRUCTION OF NEVADA

MONDAY, MAY 22ND, 2017

GRAB YOUR PUTTER AND 
ROUND UP YOUR BALLS!

It’s Time To Play Golf 
With AIA Las Vegas

CLICK HERE FOR SPONSORSHIP 
AND TEAM INFORMATION



AIA Nevada once again participated with St. Baldrick's 
to raise money to fight childhood cancer.  

This year, the event took place on March 4th at McMullan's Irish Pub.
(4650 W Tropicana Ave #110, Las Vegas, NV 89103)

This year, the Bald By Design Team raised over $97,000 Dollars!

Team members included
Alex Raffi, Joe Schmidt, Mark Dowell, AIA, Jeffrey St. John, Shawn Billings, 

Bill Snyder, FAIA, Miles D., Tim Dixon, Gail Sammons, Kevin Ward, 
Mike Del Gatto, AIA,  Christopher Lujan, Assoc. AIA, Windom Kimsey, 

FAIA,  KC Camis, Jennifer Turchin, AIA, Ana Rubalcaba, Kent Bell,
Kosta C., Dan Dziedziak, Namyd Lyoubi, AIA, Ri Buckner, Angela F., 

Susan McGee, Young Cho, Jason Roop, Ken Swain, Lynette Villa, 
Tonia Sulick-Bell,  Clay Rodriguez, Michael Huntington,  

and Las Vegas Team Captain,  Phil Ralston

It's not too late to Donate if you'd like...

CLICK HERE TO DONATE TO THE BALD BY 
DESIGN TEAM

REMEMBER... BEING BALD BY DESIGN IS 
TEMPORARY.  IT'S JUST HAIR,

BUT A CURE IS FOREVER! 

12BALD BY DESIGN

AND WE ALL HAD A HAIR-RAZING GOOD TIME

702.697.2000
fortedesignbuild.comYOUR PARTNER IN PERFECTION

Design Build
General Contracting

Specialty Construction 
Theming



AIA LAS VEGAS 2017 
SCHOLARSHIPS

Each year AIA Las Vegas awards over $10,000 
in scholarships to UNLV School of Architec-
ture Students. These awards are made possible 
through our Scholarship Endowment Fund and 
through individual donations from AIA Members.  

Applications are available online at www.aialasvegas.org and are due to 
R. Lavigne, Hon. AIA, Executive Director at rlavigne@aianevada.org on 
Monday, April 24th before 5:00PM.  

Scholarships include the following:

For all students from 2nd to 6th year in the Fall of 2017
Carpenter Sellers DelGatto Travel Award - $1,500.00

For students entering 3rd Year in the Fall of 2017
Felicia Friedlander Memorial Scholarship - $1,000.00

For students entering 4th Year in the Fall of 2017
AIA Las Vegas Scholarship – $1,500.00

Ric Licata, FAIA Scholarship - $1,500.00
William Snyder Honorary Scholarship - $1,000.00

SHarchitecture Scholarship - $2,000.00

For students entering 5th Year in the  Fall of 2017
John Klai Honorary Scholarship – $2,500.00

 Complete your application(s) today and beat the April 24th deadline. 
Scholarship recipients will be announced on Monday, May 8th, 2017.  

13LAS VEGAS SCHOLARSHIPS

5155 W PATRICK LANE      LAS VEGAS, NV 89118      702.362.9200      JBACE.COM

ACOUSTICS 

ARTISTIC ENGINEERING

AUDIOVISUAL

CODE CONSULTING

ELECTRICAL

FIRE PROTECTION

LIGHTING DESIGN

PLUMBING

MASTER PLANNING

MECHANICAL

SECURITY & SURVEILLANCE

TECHNOLOGY

TELECOMMUNICATIONS
OMNIA NIGHTCLUB

GRAND BAZAAR SHOPS

HAKKASAN LAS VEGAS NIGHTCLUB 

SLS LAS VEGAS

Protecting 
your
relationships.
In the design and construction industry, there is no better way to protect your relationships than by using 
AIA Contract Documents. As the Industry Standard for over 120 years, our pre-drafted agreements and forms 
defi ne the relationships and terms involved in your project, ensuring all parties are aware of expectations. 
Developed with input from key stakeholders, and recognized by courts across the country, AIA Contract 
Documents protect your project from start to fi nish.

Visit us online at www.aia.org/contractdocs



FEA consulting engineers is a Las Vegas based, multi-discipline engineering firm specializing in 
Mechanical, Plumbing, Electrical, Low Voltage and Fire Protection. Our portfolio of unique projects and 
our innovative approach to our craft continues our commitment to our clients for economical, reliable 
and sustainable system designs. FEA also has Light Theory Studios, a complete lighting design studio 
that gives you the ability to create dramatic effects for your building.

Our Principals Will Help Design The
   Perfect Approach For Your Project

          Robert P. Finnegan, P.E.  •  Boyd L. Erickson Jr., CPD. 
                              Justin Veilleux, P.E., LEED AP BD+C.  •  Ryan Calahan, P.E., LEED AP

FEA Consulting Engineers is proud to be a 
Visionary Sponsor for AIA Las Vegas!

FEA13559-AIA_Full_Pg_Ad.indd   1 3/29/17   3:36 PM



 AIA LAS VEGAS CONTINUING 
EDUCATION LUNCHEON 

SCHEDULE

AIA Las Vegas continues to provide 
Continuing Education Luncheons without 

charge as a benefit  of membership, 

However, there 
is a charge of $20.00 for non-members.  

All (including members) who wish to 
attend an AIA Continuing Education 
Luncheon MUST RSVP prior to the 

luncheon. 

If you are interested in providing or 
hosting an AIA Las Vegas Continuing 

Education Lunch

 click HERE for more information

A New Way to Earn LUs Online-AIAU courses are rigorously 
curated and target your professional success no matter where you 

work in the industry. Earn LUs online, anytime.

CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFORMATION

CONTINUING EDUCATION 15

2017 AIA LV Continuing Education Opportunities are as follows:

Thursday, April 13 - OPEN

Thursday, May 25 - AIA NV/NSBAIDRD Seminar - LV

Thursday, June 8 - OPEN

Thursday, June 22 - AIA LV COTE Committee
COTE’s Sustainable Design Series via AIAU

Thursday, August 10 - OPEN

Wednesday, September 20 - AIA LV Product Show CE

Thursday, September 28 - AIA LV COTE Committee
COTE’s Sustainable Design Series via AIAU

October 11 - 14 - WMR Conference

Thursday, November 9 - OPEN

Wednesday, December 6- AIA LV COTE Committee
COTE’s Sustainable Design Series via AIAU

Thursday, December 7 - AIA NV/NSBAIDRD  - Reno

NSBAIDRD /AIA NEVADA
CONTINUING EDUCATION SEMINAR

Presented by

The Nevada State Board of Architecture, Interior Design & 
Residential Design in partnership with the Nevada Chapter 

of the American Institute of Architects is offering an opportunity 
for Nevada Architects, interior designers and residential designers 

to earn all of Nevada’s 8 required Healty, Safety and Welfare (HSW) 
Continuing Education Credits (CEU’s) in one day!

Thursday, May 25, 2017
8:00AM to 5:00PM

Worldview on Sixteen, Las Vegas Design Center
World Market Center

495 S. Grand Central Pkwy.
Las Vegas, NV.  89106

SCHEDULE & SPEAKERS
7:00 am - 8:00 am - Registration & Coffee

8:00AM – 10:00AM – Next Gen Worker and Workplace
Presented by Kay Sargent, ASID, IIDA, CID, LEED AP, MCR.w

Senior Principal & Director of HOK's Workplace

10:15AM – 12:15PM – The Virtuous Supervisor:  Awareness = Profit
Presented by Harry M. Falconer, Jr., AIA, NCARB

Director, Examinations of Experience + Education, NCARB

12:15AM – 1:15PM – Lunch (Provided)

1:15PM – 3:15PM– Building and Fire Code Updates
Presented by Sam Palmer

Acting Director, Clark County Department of Building & Fire Prevention

3:15PM – 5:15PM – Avoiding Conflicts: Architects & Code Officials
Presented by Ron Lynn

Director of Operations, Nevada State Contractors Board

Registration Fee = $45.00
Deadline to Register is May 23, 2017
Sessions provide 8 HWS/Code CEU’s

CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFORMATION 
AND TO REGISTER

THIS EVENT SPONSORED BY

NSBAIDRD and
AIA NEVADA



AIA LV COTE’S SUSTAINABLE 
DESIGN SERIES VIA AIAU

Join AIA Las Vegas COTE for the 2017 
quarterly lecture series focused on sus-
tainable design, techniques, integrated 

design approaches and optimizing strategies in your practice. Through 
the video presentations of AIAU, you can put your career into high gear 
as you learn about design professionals who are implementing technol-
ogy, resolving challenges and creating new tricks to create comfortable 
spaces. 
 

June 22nd - 7:30 am – 9:00 am, 1.00 LU, $10/person
Net Zero Energy Buildings (NZEB) in 7 Climate Zones: 

An Analysis of How to Design NZEB’s in Varied Climates
Presented by John Andary Bioclimatic Design Leader at Integral Group, 
David Kaneda, Managing Principal at Integral Group and John Weale, 

an Engineer Fellow and Associate Principal at Integral Group
Case studies of Net Zero Energy buildings in 7 distinctly different cli-

mates compare techniques to effectively drive energy use down to reach 
net-zero energy.

CLICK HERE TO RSVP

September 28th – 7:30 am – 9:00 am, 1.50 LU, $10/person
Manipulating the Microclimate: Creating Comfortable Outdoor 

Spaces for People and Energy Efficient Communities
Presented by Duncan A. Phillips, Principal Architect, RWDI

Engage with the tools to include manipulation of the microclimate in 
design work to influence the internal conditions and energy demand of 

buildings.
CLICK HERE TO RSVP

 
December 6th – 7:30 am – 9:00 am, 1.00 LU, $10/person

Designing to an Energy Budget: Focus on Small Firms and Projects 
Presented by Chris J. Green, FAIA, Founding Principal Ago Studios, 

Inc., Heather Gayle Holdridge, LEED AP BD+C, EIT, Assoc. AIA, Kim E. 
Shinn, P.E., Principal, TLC Engineering for Architecture

Case studies of the Performance Design Process and using Design 
Performance Modeling to integrate energy modeling into the design 

process.
CLICK HERE TO RSVP

Sponsorships are available for individual sessions and/or the complete 
Design Series. Sponsors will be listed on promotional materials. 
Individual session sponsorship are $250. Please contact 
Caron Richardson; crichardson@aianevada.org at AIA Las Vegas for 
more information.  

You must RSVP to attend.  No Walk-Ins permitted.

www. lagedes ign inc. comDesign

LAGE

Design with 
intention.

A Las Vegas-based landscape 
architecture and planning firm, 
serving Nevada and beyond. 
Where people and places come 
together to create experiences.
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SHine

SUPPORT AIA ALLIED 
MEMBERS 

Allied Members are committed 
to the architects and design 
professionals of Nevada and they 
show it by supporting the AIA through 
advertising, sponsorships and service 
on committees.

  
SUPPORT OUR AIA ALLIED MEMBERS

and keep our Chapters strong.
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EPYAF NEWS
TRAVIS ALLEN, ASSOC. AIA
EPYAF DIRECTOR

The EP|YAF had another successful Hard 
Hat Tour last month, this time on the UNLV 
campus touring the currently under-con-
struction Hotel College Academic Building. 
A big thank you to both UNLV Planning & 
Construction and Carpenter Sellers Del 
Gatto Architects for providing such an inti-
mate look at this great new addition to the 
university. 

Stay tuned and be sure to register for upcoming tours and the next 
Memoir Monday Wednesday event: 
Wednesday, April 12th at 6:00pm: 

Craig Palacios, AIA & Tina Wichmann, AIA of BUNNYFiSH Studio 
will be our hosts.

Space is Limited so... Please Click Here To RSVP Today 

The rejuvenation of CANstruction is 
shaping up nicely too. The EP|YAF 
is honored to be taking the lead in 
reviving this awesome charity event 
for the community. We have 6 teams 

participating this year, a great turnout that will create a dynamic exhibi-
tion for the public from April 3 – April 9. We’ve updated the host venue 
to the Meadows Mall, so be sure to stop by the mall and vote for the 
People’s Choice Award! We will be hosting an Opening/Award’s Recep-
tion on Monday, April 3rd – in which a panel of locally esteemed judges 
will present awards ranging from Structural Ingenuity to Best Meal. 

2017 CANstruction Judges
• Flo Rogers: KNPR, President & CEO
• John Courtney: Simon Hospitality Group (Carson Kitchen/Stan-

dard & Pour), Culinary Director
• Joyen Vakil, AIA: MGM Resorts International – Design, SR. VP of 

Design and Development
• Ron Frye: Boyd Gaming Corporation, VP of Design & Construction

If you are interested in helping out with the planning and promoting of 
these events, have some ideas of your own, or would like to be part of the 
Emerging Professionals committee in any way - please email me: 
travis@studiobunnyfish.com

Thanks!



EARTH MONTH IS EVERY MONTH...
but let’s make this month the greenest yet.
Did you know that the average American 
meal travels an estimated 1500 miles to get 
from farm to plate? 
What does this translate into?

Fossil Fuels Depletion
Food transportation consumes large quan-
tities of fossil fuels. It is estimated that we 

currently put almost 10 kcal of fossil fuel energy into our food system for 
every 1 kcal of energy we get as food.

CO2 Emissions
Food transportation also generates 
great quantities of carbon dioxide 
emissions. Our increasing demand 
for fresh food is forcing the market 
to increasingly use more Airfreight 
than sea shipping, which gener-
ates 50 times more CO2. In 2005, 
the import of fruits, nuts, and veg-
etables into California alone by air-
plane released more than 70,000 

tons of CO2, which is equivalent to more than 12,000 cars on the road.

 GMO and Chemicals
In order for produce to survive 
the long travel times and distance 
much of it is picked while still un-
ripe and then gassed to “ripen” af-
ter transport, or by using preserva-
tives or irradiation to slow decay; 
not to mention genetically modi-
fying produce to make it longer-
lasting.

There are many reasons to shop from local farmer’s markets and sup-
port our local food system. When we do so we help build food security 
for future generations, and feed ourselves and our families food that is 
delicious, fresh, and more nutritious. 

Last month the COTE Committee had the opportunity to tour the Ur-
ban Seed’s offices and learn about their company and process. We are 
very excited to have access to fresh produce that is locally grown without 
harmful chemicals or pesticides in our city. Las Vegas is a strategic lo-
cation to demonstrate that if food can grow in our harsh climate, it can 
grow anywhere. Their facilities are scheduled to open this year.
 
GREEN OUR PLANET 
We have some upcoming events on the following dates:

April 7th: noon-2pm @ Marc Kahre ES, 7887 W. Gowan Rd, Las Vegas
Measuring exercise, 4th grade class

April 21st: noon-2pm @ Marc Kahre ES, 7887 W. Gowan Rd.
Design Charrette, 4th grade class 

Please email Anna Peltier at anna@arialandscape.com  for details and 
to sign up for our 2017 volunteer list!
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COTE CLOSET
ESTHER GARCIA, ASSOC. AIA
CHAIR, COTE COMMITTEE

The Urban Sketchers next meeting will 
be on Saturday, April 15th, 
from 9:00am to 11:00am.

They will be meeting by the California Pizza Kitchen 
in Downtown Summerlin (near the Plaza on the North End)

(10945 Oval Park Dr. LV, NV. 89135  702-498-3658 Eric's Cell)
PLEASE RSVP TO ATTEND

RSVP today to eroberts@sh-architecture.com
You should bring your own sketch supplies, some water and your water 

colors (if you’d like).  Don’t forget some water (to drink),
something to sit on (you’ll be glad you did)!
Sunscreen is a  must, even when it's cold!

See you April 15th

GREENING THE WMR

AIA Las Vegas is hosting the Western Mountain Region conference in 
October 2017 and we want to make the conference as sustainable as 
possible. Our committee has the following ideas but would love to hear 
from the membership on creative ways ideas to green our convention. 
• Recycling paper
• Electronic versus printed materials
• Transportation options (like a bike share between the hotel and the 

5th Street School)
• Refillable water bottles instead of bottled water

If you are interested in helping Green the WMR please contact Jennifer 
at Jennifer@codagroupinc.com with your ideas! 

GET IN ON THE ACTION JOIN AN AIA COMMITTEE

Want to get involved?  
There’s no better way than to join an AIA 
Committee.  

2017 Western Mountain Region 
Conference
Chair:  Jennifer Turchin, AIA

We need your help in determining the theme, speakers, programs, tours 
and events. The planning starts now and the execution of the fabulous 
event in the fall of 2017.  
To join the committee contact rlavigne@aianevada.org 

Desert Shores by Eric Roberts, AIA



Surveying & 3D Laser ScanningStructural & Civil Engineering

Las Vegas | Boise | Denver
6345 S. Jones Blvd. Suite 100, Las Vegas, NV 89118

www.lochsa.com | (702) 365-9312

Reflecting on the Past 20 Years and 
Looking Foward to the Next 20
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SPEAK UP
ADVOCACY TRAINING

AIA National will hold the annual 
SPEAK UP Advocacy Training in 
Denver, Colorado on July 19-21.

SPEAK UP is a three day advocacy skills training, with interactive discus-
sions and hands-on learning opportunities to each architects how they 
can better engage in the legislative and political arenas at the federal, 
state and local levels.  It will bring together AIA members from across the 
Institute to share winning strategies, learn from political professionals 
and find new ways to mobilize members to advocate in their communities

IF you have an interest in Legislative Advocacy and protecting the pro-
fession then we need to talk to you. Now more than ever, the profession 
needs AIA members who will SPEAK UP in the political arena and do it 
effectively. The purpose of this conference is to teach architects how to 
take action with regard to important legislative issues and how to be an 
advocate for the profession and your fellow architects.  

Attendance is limited and only one Scholarship is available to AIA Ne-
vada. The scholarship will pay registration fee of $395.00 plus airline 
and hotel expenses.  We’re looking for individuals who want to make a 
difference in the world through engaging in the electoral and legislative 
process. 

 If you are interested in attending, please contact R. Lavigne, Hon. AIA at 
rlavigne@aianevada.org   or 702-895-0936

BUILD  YOUR BEST A'17
It's not too late to register and attend the AIA National Convention in 
Orlando, FL.  It's three immersive days and an unrivaled range of work-
shops, seminars, tours and experiences.

ANTICIPATING A BETTER TOMORROW
Harness the collective intellect and entrepreneurial spirit of speakers 
whose power to anticipate has shaped their careers and our industry. 
Over three days our keynoters will explore this theme and what it means 
to anticipate need, challenge, and change in architecture and design.  

INDUSTRY-BEST EDUCATION
500+ sessions that explore some of the most interesting ideas in archi-
tecture, plus all-new courses earning HSW, ADA, GBCI, RIBA, and AIA 
LU credits.

ARCHITECTURE EXPO
Nearly 800 leading building product manufacturers are bringing their 
best architectural products and materials to the expo so you can experi-
ence what’s new, next, and cutting-edge.

CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFORMATION AND REGISTRATION



GET READY TOGO
APRIL 2017

DESIGN. CULTURE. CRAFT.

A new way to connect to  
nature and each other.

Live | Learn | Work | Care | Play | Travel | Outside 

The GO Outdoor Table:  
Designed by Landscape Forms

Find us at landscapeforms.com or  
contact us toll free at 800.430.6202.
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WANT TO POST A JOB TO THE 
AIA LAS VEGAS WEBSITE AND IN 

THE NEWSLETTER?

CLICK HERE TO FIND OUT HOW!

ARCHITECTURAL DRAFTER

ethos | three ARCHITECTURE is a progressive ar-
chitectural practice focusing on commercial and 
educational environments.  Our current projects 
range in size from $25m - $250k in construction 
cost.  We are client driven, environmentally con-
scious, and deliver our services with passion and 
commitment.  We are seeking a confident, self-
motivated person who can thrive in a busy studio.

REQUIREMENTS:
• Professional Degree in Architecture.
• Minimum 5 years of professional architectural experience.
• Proficiency in AutoCAD, Revit, Microsoft Office.
• Knowledge of building and zoning codes.
RESPONSIBILITIES:
• CAD drafting in Design Development and Construction Document 

Phases of work, under supervision of senior staff.
• Communication and coordination with building department plans 

checkers.
• Communication and coordination with General Contractors.
• Measurement and CAD documentation of existing buildings.
• Research of building materials.
• Research building code and zoning code requirements.
EXPECTATIONS:
• Ability to communicate effectively with other team members and 

supervisors.
• Ability to understand and meet goals and deadlines.
• Pursue architectural license.
Please send resume and / or portfolio to cberry@ethosthree.com
No Phone Calls Please

PROJECT ARCHITECT

NOVUS Architecture is seeking 
an experienced Project Architect 

to join our expanding and dynamic team in our downtown Las Vegas 
design studio.  Minimum qualifications include five (5) years of project 
management & coordination with both architectural and interior design 
projects.  A Bachelor’s degree in Architecture or Interior Design is pre-
ferred.  

The successful candidate must:
• Be detail oriented, well-organized, and be an expert user of industry 

related software
• Demonstrate knowledge of building and accessibility codes and 

construction methodologies
• Possess leadership qualities and be an effective communicator in a 

team setting     

Candidates must email a current resume and portfolio of work to 
connect@novusarchitecture.com for consideration.

Founded in 2009, NOVUS Architecture provides comprehensive archi-
tecture, interiors, planning, and sustainability services to a variety of pri-
vate and public clients. The award-winning firm has completed over 150 
successful projects in the Commercial, Educational, Healthcare, Hospi-
tality, and Public Works market sectors.

PROJECT ARCHITECTS
PROJECT MANAGERS

JOB CAPTAINS
INTERIOR DESIGNERS 

AND INTERNS
Carpenter Sellers Del Gatto Architects is looking for great people to add 
to their family.  We are seeking talented applicants for positions as: Proj-
ect Architects, Project Managers, Job Captains, Interns and Interior 
Designers. The most qualified candidates are experienced with Revit 
software and construction documents.  Excellent design skills are a plus, 
great design sensibilities are required.  

We offer competitive salaries based on experience and abilities, excellent 
benefits, and a great office culture (thanks to our amazing team).  Our 
firm is committed to provide a working environment that promotes em-
ployee professional development and growth.

If you are passionate about architecture and client service, please email 
your cover letter, resume, portfolio samples and references to: 
careers@csdarchitecture.com.  
Please include the position name and your name in the email subject 
line.  Thank you!
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Award winning Design & Concept firm, Foundry, is 
seeking an experienced individual for the position of 
“Intermediate Interior Designer” in our Las Vegas of-
fice.   Foundry functions as an “idea engine” thanks 
to a 
team of architects, interior designers, industrial de-
signers, and graphic designers who collaborate to 

produce all aspects of the Hotel, Restaurant, Casino and Commerical 
projects that we focus on. Foundry is working on projects all over the 
United States. 
We are currently looking for an Intermediate Interior Designer to join our 
talented team. The ideal candidate would be a creative, self-motivated 
and meticulous individual that is willing to embark on amazing projects 
and a rewarding professional experience. The ideal candidate will have 
the opportunity to grow and collabo-rate in an open creative venue that 
fosters equallity, respect and most of all fun. 

QUALIFICATIONS       
• Proficient in AutoCAD and/or Revit.
• Experience in hospitality and high-end residential             design.                                                                                          
• Minimum of 5 years of professional working experience. (Preferrably 

in Hospitality) 
• Strong knowledge in sourcing and documenting commercial hospi-

tality finishes and FF&E
• Has the ability to make interior design selections on their own for 

small projects; including furniture, fabrics, carpet, and other FF&E 
selections for venues.

• Experience with creating all project documentation, including De-
sign Development and Construction  Document sets. -Interior con-
struction and millwork detailing a must. 

• Provide excellent presentation skills and proficiency in Photoshop, 
InDesign, Sketch Up or 3D max and  Microsoft Office Suite. 

• Basic knowledge of current building codes including ADA require-
ments.    

• Must be a US green card holder or US citizen.                                                                                                         

RESPONSIBILITIES     
• The successful candidate will report to the studio’s Principals and 

Directors.
• Keeps abreast of current desgin trends, materials and technologies. 

Maintains “design library” of FF&E  materials.
• Exhibits understanding of the firm’s design philosophy.
• Project Leadership on Interior Design, including lead of in-house 

team, project consultant correspondence  and client presentation. 
• Produce CD sets for interior purposes.  
• Coordinate with outside consultants and vendors.                                                                                                         
• Write specifications and reviewing of shop drawings and submitials.                                                            
• Strong communication, organization skills and ability to work in a 

team environment. 

We offer a competitive salary and benefits package commensurate with 
experience.  

To apply, please submit your resume, cover letter with salary require-
ments and work samples in PDF form, to info@foundryid.com. 
Please include Intermediate Level Interior Designer on the subject 
line.  

INTERMEDIATE INTERIOR DESIGNER





AIA EVENTS CALENDAR2017 AIA LAS VEGAS SPONSORS

4
UNLV Jury Panels

5
Cinco de Mayo

14
Mother's Day 

16
AIA Las Vegas Board Meeting

17
AIA Membership Meeting

"Gears, Devices, Apparrati and Gizmos"

18
AIA Nevada Board Meeting

15
AIA LV Urban Sketchers

22
AIA LV 44th Annual Golf Tournament

25
AIA Nevada / NSBAIDRD Seminar

29
Memorial Day

8
AIA LV CE Luncheon

17
AIA LV Urban Sketchers

18
Father's Day

20
AIA Las Vegas Board Meeting

21
AIA Membership Meeting

"What Are You Saying? - Media Training"

22
AIA Nevada Board Meeting

and
AIA LV COTE CE Breakfast

JUNE

APR

silver

platinum

MAY

gold

Visionary Sponsors

Art, Architecture & Design Month

3- 8
CANstruction

7
UNLV SOA Job / Intern Fair

11 - 18
Passover

15
AIA LV Urban Sketchers

16
Easter

18
AIA Las Vegas Board Meeting

19
AIA Membership Meeting
"High School Design Awards"

20
AIA Nevada Board Meeting

26 - 29
AIA National Convention

Orlando, FL.


