AIA NEVADA SILVER MEDAL TO ERIC STRAIN, AIA

Eric Strain, AIA has been awarded the highest honor that can be given

to an architect in the state of Nevada. The AIA Nevada Silver Medal

was presented to him at the AIA Nevada and Western Mountain Region
Awards Gala on Saturday, October 8th held at the ARIA at CityCenter. The
Silver Medal is given in recognition of the most distinguished service to the
profession of architecture.

Eric received his Master’s of Architecture from the University of Utah in
June 1990, where he received the Reuel's Prize. His thesis “Museum as

Site” received an AIA Nevada Unbuilt Merit Award. Upon graduation, Eric
worked for Prescott Muir Associates in Salt Lake City, Utah and Los Angeles,
CA before returning to Las Vegas to work in the offices of Holmes Sabatini
Associates Architects, JMA and Tate Snyder Architects. He received his
Nevada Architectural license in October 1996 and on April 1st, 1997 started
assemblageSTUDIO.

Eric has maintained involvement in the art community of Las Vegas and throughout Nevada. He
received a Governor's appointment to the Nevada Art Council as well as a City Council Appointment fo
the Las Vegas Arts Commission (serving 2 years as Chair). While with the councils Eric was heavily involved
in the refinement of the Nevada Design Arts Grant and the % for Public Art Program in Las Vegas.

In addition to these councils, Eric was also appointed to the Neon Museum Board of Directors, Goldwell
Arts Association, CAC Board of Directors and the Metro Arts Board of Directors. He was recently
appointed to the UNLV College of Fine Arts Advisory Board. Eric served as Director for the Nevada
Institute of Contemporary Art where he was responsible for the design and relocation of the Institute
into the downtown Las Vegas Arts District. While Director, Eric reinstated the youth educational program
and expanded the curatorial direction of the Institute to include design arts. He has organized art and
architecture tours of Las Vegas, “The Phenomena that is the City" for various museum groups from around
the country. Tours included an introduction and critic of the Las Vegas Strip and various projects around
the city. He is currently working with the Bellagio Fine Art Gallery to conduct a tour this October for their
members. He is currently working with the North Las Vegas Fire Department on a pro bono project -
“Northern S.T.A.R.S. Safety Village.”

Eric has received grants to conduct public design
charettes for the Downtown Las Vegas Arts District,
UNLV Ham Halland the Goldwell Artist Residency.
These programs have worked with the local design
profession as well as the general public for creation
of these master plans.

Eric began his involvement with the AIA as a student
at the University of Utah where he served for 2 years
as the chapter President and for 2 years as the WMR
AIAS Representative on the National AIAS Board. In
2000 he served as President of the AlA Las Vegas
Chapter.

Congratulations and best wishes to Eric Strain, AlA
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AIA NEVADA SERVICE AWARD RECIPIENTS

AIA Nevada Associate Member Award —presented to the
Associate Member who has provided outstanding service to the
profession through their membership and participation in their
local Chapter.

IBRAHIM KAKO, ASSOC. AIA - With a passion
to pursue environmentally and culturally
responsible design, Kako, holds a Master of
Architecture and a Bachelor of Science in
Architecture from the University of Nevada.
He has been an active and dedicated
member of AIAS and AIA Las Vegas for the
past six years.

‘AlA Nevada Young Architect Award -
presented to the architect who in the
first ten years of licensure has shown
exceptional leadership in design, education an service to the
profession.

JEFF WAGNER, AIA - Jeff's passion for
architecture has also led to a passion for
teaching and sharing his knowledge with

others. He currently balances his time
between Rosert A. FiELDen, INc., the College
of Southern Nevada and his various roles

within the AIA.

ROB GURDISON, AIA -
Rob’s contributions to
architecture and to his
community are widely
felt. He currently sits on
the AIA Las Vegas Board of Directors and is
working on behalf of AlA to bring together
architects and code officials to adopting
a Green Code that strives to attain the
goals of the 2030 Challenge. As Director
of Design for Carpenter SeLLers DeL Gatro, he
guides the design process for multiple
projects and has helped the firm to receive
numerous design awards and recognitions.

AIA Nevada Architecture Firm Award - the highest honor that
the Nevada Chapter of the American Institute of Architects can
bestow on an architecture firm. It is awarded to recognize a firm
that has consistently produced distinguished architecture for a
period of at least ten years, and has a commitment to the AIA...
to the profession of architecture...and has been of service to the
community in which they are located.

VaN Woert Bicom ArcHitects, Reno,
Nevada - Van Woert Bigotti
Architects has been an outstanding
firm in Northern Nevada and
Northern California for 36 years.
Founded on the basics of making
better communities, better use of
local materials and use of local
craftsmen, the firm continues to
design architecture that has become
the cornerstones of the community, while at the same time the
firm has instilled a strong tradition of service through leadership in
the AlA.

2011 AIA NEVADA EXCELLENCE IN DESIGN AWARDS

AlA Nevada has applauded the exceptional design
accomplishments of some of State's top architects through the
Nevada Design Awards Program. The annual statewide program
recognizes achievement of the highest standards of design
excellence and quality in several categories.

Built Architecture'

HONOR AWARD

Lyon County Middle School
TATE SNYDER KIMSEY ARCHITECTS

Built Architecture
HONOR AWARD
Green Residence
HAWKINS AND ASSOCIATES

Built Architecture
MERIT AWARD
House in Two Parts
ASSEMBLAGESTUDIO

Built Architecture
CITATION AWARD

Desert Research Institute
CRVB Facility

VAN WOERT BiGoTTI ARCHITECTS

Built Architecture
CITATION AWARD

CORE Construction Office
CARPENTER SELLERS DEL GATTO
ARCHITECTS

Interior Architecture
CITATION AWARD
ACI Pediatrics

Arrus
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
SEAN COULTER, AIA

I want to start out this months’ message thanking the AIA Angels RANDY,
KELLY and DEBI for all of their effort getting the WMR conference to run
smoother than a Swiss clock. Since it was an AIA Las Vegas event, |
didn’'t have much involvement with the planning and implementation
so | saw it like most of the members did, as a participant. As far as |
could tell, there was nothing that went wrong during the entire event,
nothing! This says something about how the three Angels work together
as a super-team to help all of the members get the most out of their
membership. If you have a chance, please let them know how much
you appreciated their efforts during the event. (ok, they may not be “angels”, but there is some
good in them, right?)

| also wanted to thank ROB FILARY, AIA. As president of AlA Las Vegas, the WMR was his baby.

| feel that the lectures | attended and the seminars that took place during the few days WMR
was in Las Vegas, was, in some ways, better the than the National Convention this past year.

Of course the food wasn't as good as in NOLA, but you couldn't beat the weather we had
during the conference (Not sure what “connections” Rob has, but whatever they are, he pulled
together some great weather.) There was also the committee members that helped gather
lecturers, arrange accommodations, travel, venues, etc. | want fo thank them as well.

As everyone well knows by now, the AIA Nevada Design Awards were at the beginning of the
WMR Design Awards program at Aria on the last night of the conference. There were some last-
minute changes that had to be made to accommodate this and | feel that the program went
off without a hitch, if | say so myself. As usual, the projects submitted this year were all excellent
examples of the great work we are doing as a profession from schools in rural Nevada to large
projects in Las Vegas. Also, the organizations and people receiving service awards this year
were all very deserving from Van Woert Bicom ArcHitecture receiving the 2011 AIA Firm Award to
ERIC STRAIN, AIA of assemsLaceSTUDIO receiving the Silver Medal award. It was an honor to give
out the awards to such great talent in the State.

| wanted to point out that the lecturers were all great (as mentioned above) and it was
wonderful to be able to mingle with them before and after events. | was impressed by equally
by their work and their openness. Of particular note, | sat beside LES WALLACH, FAIA of Line

AND SPACE on the bus trip to UNLV. His interest in Las Vegas was refreshing and he was also truly
interested in the development of the city. As an architect that had worked in the area recently
(Red Rock Visitors Center) he was still impressed with the dynamics of the city and of the people.
The conversation | had with him reinforced in me the fact that Las Vegas is a very unique and
diverse city and has a great deal (pun infended) to offer everyone that visits.

Another positive | took away from the conference was the attitude of the architects/attendees
and how we are going to beat this economy. It was nice to hear positive comments coming
from so many architects around the region. Based on some of what | heard, the economy is
picking up and we will all survive. We still
have a long road ahead of us and with the
positive attitudes of everyone, | know we
will survive; though we may have a few
battle scars, we will make it through.

If you missed the conference, you missed
a great time. If you were able to make the
conference then you know exactly what |
am talking about. This was a huge success
in my book and | hope that everyone that
attended believes it was as well.

If | don't see you before, | hope everyone
has a great Thanksgiving and | hope fo see
you at the holiday event in December.
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