WHAT THE AMERICAN JOBS ACT MEANS TO NEVADA

thoe . o
RIC LICATA, FAIA, Senior Director for the Western Mountain Region
AM E R l CA N continues to work on behalf of architects in Nevada and the Western
Mountain Region to re-energize the economy and generate jobs. Just
J Q B S A C T prior to President Obama's Congressional presentation of the American
! ) Jobs Act, Ric was working with White House advisors to provide
rr é § B cvidence and information regarding the plight of architects in Nevada
and the Region and the necessity to get the design and construction
‘ industry back to work. His letter of August 31st, 2011 to President
Obama is available on the www.aianevada.org website. Ric has provided here an analysis of what the
American Jobs Bill means to architects and the economy particularly in Nevada.

This moming Obama Administration Advisors, the White House Office of Public Engagement and leadership
in the State of Nevada held a phone conference to discuss the President’s proposed jobs act and its
impact for Nevada. One issue was reinforced repeatedly-the purpose of the American Jobs Act is to put
more people back to work and to do so without adding a dime to the deficit. | have been asked to share
this information with you. The following is a synopsis of the President’s proposal in regard to work and range
of possible fund amounts for Nevada:

The American Jobs Act has five components:

1. Tax Cuts to Help America’s Small Businesses Hire and Grow

The President’s plan will cut the payroll tax in half to 3.1% for employers on the first $5 million in wages,
providing broad tax relief to all businesses but targeting it o the 98 percent of firms with wages below this
level. In Nevada, 50,000 firms will receive a payroll tax cut under the American Jobs Act.

2. Putting Workers Back on the Job While Rebuilding and Modernizing America

The President’s plan includes $50 billion in immediate investments for highways, transit, rail and aviation,
helping to modernize an infrastructure that now receives a grade of “D” from the American Society of Civil
Engineers and putting hundreds of thousands of construction workers back on the job. Of the investments
for highway and transit modernization projects, the President’s plan will make immediate investments of at
least $250,800,000 in Nevada that could support a minimum of approximately 3,300 local jobs.

The President is proposing to invest $35 billion to prevent layoffs of up to 280,000 teachers, while supporting
the hiring of tens of thousands more and keeping cops and firefighters on the job. These funds would help
states and locdlities avoid and reverse layoffs now, and will provide $258,300,000 in funds to Nevada to
support up to 3,600 educator and first responder jobs.

The President is proposing a $25 billion investment in school infrastructure that will modernize at least 35,000
public schools — investments that will create jobs, while improving classrooms and upgrading our schools to
meet 21st century needs. Nevada will receive $168,400,000 in funding to support as many as 2,200 jobs.

The President is proposing to invest $15 billion in a national effort to put construction workers on the job
rehabilitating and refurbishing hundreds of thousands of vacant and foreclosed homes and businesses.
Nevada could receive about $585,600,000 to revitalize and refurbish local communities, in addition to
funds that would be available through a competitive application.

The President’s plan proposes $5 billion of investments for facilities modernization needs at community
colleges. Investment in modernizing community colleges fills a key resource gap, and ensures these local,
bedrock education institutions have the facilities and equipment to address current workforce demands
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SPECIAL EVENTS

It's not too late to buy tickets to these special WMR events!
Everyone is invited to attend these events, even if they are not
registered for the conference.

“LOOSE CONNECTIONS” HOST CHAPTER PARTY
Friday, October 7 6:00PM
Historic Fifth Street School Courtyard

Unwind, unplug, calm down, lighten up and let loose... You'll
make the best connections when you share fun, food and
drinks with your friends and associates from across the region.
You'll enjoy the beautifully decorated outdoor courtyard in the
midst of our urban oasis, gourmet delights that are especially
trucked-in for your enjoyment, revel with your favorite drinks,
music, games, performances and make the connection to a
truly fun event.

THOMAD

Structural Engineering Consulting

Over 38 years combined expetience., Established 2003.

Mohammed Thomad, PE, SE
Principal
4535 W. Russell Road, Suite
Las Vegas, NV 89118
Phone: 702-388-7755
Fax: 702-388-7766
www.thomadengr.com

AIA NEVADA AND WMR DESIGN & HONOR AWARDS GALA

Celebrate Excellence in Design and Distinguished Service by
attending the Awards Gala in the beautiful Starvine Ballroom at
the ARIA Resort Hotel at CityCenter.

AlA design award programs (state, regional and national) are
held in order to bring architects together in recognition and
celebration of quality design. It is an occasion when design
professionals applaud those who have achieved excellence in
design and service to the profession. The purpose is to elevate
the quality of architectural practice, establish a standard by
which all architects can measure performance, and inform the
public of the breadth and value of architecture practice.

Jurors for the each of the four awards programs will attend the
festivities and provide their jurors’ comments on their selections
and recognitions. Jurors for the AIA Nevada Service Awards are
(Chair) SOREN SIMONSEN, AIA,(UT); JAMES TRAHAN, AIA (AZ),

C. ROBERT CAMPBELL, FAIA (NM). Jurors for the AIA Nevada
Design Awards are (Chair) TERRANCE BROWN, FAIA (NM), MARK
RODDY, AIA (AZ) and HENRY TOM, AIA (AZ). Jurors for the WMR
Honor Awards are JOHN KANE, FAIA (AZ), VICTOR JOHNSON,
AlA (NM) and STEVEN SCHONBERGER, AIA (CO.) Jurors for

the WMR Design Awards are RANDALL STOUT, FAIA (CA & NV)
SUSAN JONES, FAIA (WA) and GORDON CARRIER, FAIA (CA.)

The celebration begins with a reception at 5:00PM on Saturday,
October 8th, followed by the Awards Dinner and Presentation
Ceremonies. Join your friends and associates from across

the region as we announce recipients of the AIA Nevada
Distinguished Service Award, the AIA Nevada Excellence

in Design Awards and the WMR Design and Honor Award
recipients.

Tickets can be purchased online at www.aialasvegas.org.
Individual tickets are $150 and tables of eight are $1,250.

THANK YOU TO OUR WMR CONFERENCE SPONSORS!

AFrrorDABLE CONCEPTS

AMERICAN INSURANCE & INVESTMENTS
ARIZONA TILE

ARC, Inc.

- JBA CONsULTING ENGINEERS
JW ZuNINO LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
JOHNSON SCREENS
LocHsA ENGINEERING

ARMOURCOAT SURFACE FINISHES, INC
BARKER DROTTAR ASSOCIATES
BRIDGERS & PAXTON CONSULTING
ENGINEERS

CBC FLoORING

CENTIVA

Colb SPRING GRANITE

CORE CONSTRUCTION SERVICES OF
NEVADA

ENERGY DESIGN SERVICE SYSTEMS
Epic METALS

ESG ConsTruCTION CONSULTANTING
FLOORING SoLutions ofF NV, INc.
Fox BLocks

HALLMARK BUILDING SuPPLIES, INC.
Heux ELectric, INC

MARTIN & MARTIN CiviL ENGINEERS
MaRrvVIN WINDOWS

McKeoN Door oF NEvaba
NCARB

PaNDA WiNDOWS & DooRs
PATAGONIA

PeNNYWIise ENTERPRISE

RAVEN INDUSTRIES INC.

RIDER LEVETT BUCKNALL

SOMERS FURNITURE

SoutHWICK LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS
StoNE Peak CERAMICS

STONE QUARRY INC

SUNSTONE BUILDING SPECIALTIES

TB Penick & Sons, INC.

TJK CONsuLTING ENGINEERS
UNLV ScHooL oF ARCHITECTURE

Without the support of these firms, we would not be able fo
organize such a successful conference.
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PRESIDENT’'S MESSAGE
SEAN COULTER, AIA

Fallis finally here, and the summer heat seems to be waning just a bit.
This gave me a chance to hike Sloan Canyon just south of Anthem

with a friend of mine. We hiked about 5 miles into the canyon and
spent about 4 hours in “the wild". Sloan Canyon, for those that don’t
know, is a National Conservation Area to help preserve some incredible
petroglyphs. Archeologists believe the more than 300 rock art panels
with 1700 individual design elements were created by native cultures
from the archaic to historic eras. When Ilook at these beautiful etchings
contemplate how old they are and wonder what the person that drew
them must have been thinking, it humbles me as a creature of modern conveniences. For |
know that in just a few hours, | will be in my air-conditioned house taking a hot shower before |
lay on my couch to watch TV and fall asleep. This of course made me think of modern shelter
vs. archaic shelter.

The friend | hiked with is an interactive software developer. His job is to develop software

and websites that perform technically complicated actions while making the interface with
the user understandable to the lay person, such as myself. As we began to discuss our
seemingly different professions, | began to realize the similarities of the two. Architecture is the
bringing together of very complicated systems, yet as architects, we make the “interface”
with the “user” as simple as possible. This was an interesting revelation for me as it made me
contemplate architecture from a perspective | had not viewed architecture from in the past.

Buildings, before the industrial revolution, where very simple constructions that served the very
basic need of shelter. Yet there was something else in many of the ancient buildings that did
more than that, architecture was built to inspire and last. This architecture didn't have all of
the “systems” we have in buildings now, ie, electrical, mechanical, data, sprinklers, lighting,
audio, video, efc. As society progressed through the ages so have our buildings, at least from
a technical standpoint. What is interesting to me about this is that we put a great deal of effort
into the systems of a building to make them perform in an as efficient manner as possible. Do
we put this much effort into how we interact with the building2 When | say “interact” | am not
only referring to how the building functions from a programmatic standpoint, | am also referring
to the more ethereal qualities of the building. How do we perceive the space? How are our
senses stimulated?¢ How are we inspired? And as an undercurrent to all of these questions,
how authentic and permanent is the building? | feel that when we consider these qualities

of a building they become much more successful as people want to occupy them and are
inspired.

As we continued our hike up the canyon and the conversation slowed, our pace quickened.
We were determined to reach the pinnacle. Once we arrived at the peak with little
conversation left (we are typical guys after alll) we realized that sometimes it's not about the
conversation, it's about the doing, about the exploring and about the simplicity of being
outside to help reset priorities. | was inspired by nature and primitive art; | feel the modern built
environment can do the same. Now | just need to do.

FALL MEMBERSHIP CAMPAIGN
RECRUIT A NEW MEMBER - GET $50 CREDIT

AlA Nevada's Fall Membership Campaign is underway. You can help....and get a $50 credit
for doing so. Do you have friends, associates, co-workers, and acquaintances who should be
members of AIA¢ There are many people in the design and architecture communities who
could profit greatly by becoming members and receiving the benefits of membership. Maybe
you know of some. You can help them and yourself by encouraging them to join AIA. Simply
have them complete the membership form (found online at www.aialasvegas.org) Write your
name on the top and send it to the AIA office or via email to rlavigne@aianevada.org . You'll
get a $50 credit for every new member you recruit which you can use to pay for special AIA
events like design award entry fees, or design award gala tickets, golf tournament, seminars

or special programs. It's a great way to grow the Chapter and grow your bank account too.
In addition.... Allmembers who join in October get “15 for 12”. That means their membership
starts in October 2011 and continues through December 2012. 15 months of membership for
the price of 121 Also, AIA National now provides an installment plan for dues payments. Learn
more at www.aia.org or contact Kelly Lavigne at klavigne@aianevada.org.
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