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RIC LICATA, FAIA WORKING FOR NEVADA

AlA Nevada members are very fortunate. We have a frue friend who is working on our behalf in
Washington, DC. Our own, Ric Licata, FAIA, Senior WMR Director has developed very strong relationships in
Washington, DC with all our federal representatives and is working closely with Congresswoman Berkley and
Senator Harry Reid as well as White House directors and advisors, to develop vertical infrastructure jobs in
the design and construction industry in Nevada through renewable energy and transportation programs. He
is a great advocate on behalf of the profession and AIA and is doing a fremendous job. Following is a report
of his July 21-23 trip to Washington which | think you will find interesting and encouraging. Our thanks to Ric
for continuing to work for Nevada architects.

In all day meetings at the White House on Friday | heard from a number of notable

Directors and Advisors. In discussions with ROBERT FEE, from the White House Office

of Public Engagement, we spoke of the current “coordinated front” the DOE has

developed in approaching their mission. Mr. Fee, a former Special Assistant to the

Deputy Chiefs of Staff at the Department of Energy, presented five focuses which

make up the coordinated front. The five focuses are:

* Transportation-Electric vehicles and investment in battery technologies.

* Energy Efficiency-Weatherization and other “low hanging fruit."”

* Renewable Energy-Solar, wind, geothermal and other energy technologies.

* Transmission-Smart Grid, smart meters, grid storage systems.

* ARPA-E-advanced research, innovative technologies, high risk high reward
projects.

Financing and deployment are some of the challenges many projects face. The
White House and departments like the DOE are exploring unique financing options like utility based financing
and government loan programs through the department and EPA. One for the future challenges may
be the public utility commissions (PUC) of the future. In a future utility climate where more focus will be on
ciistributive generation and transmission and less on energy production the rules for oversight must change
as well.

At the EPA Director of Special Projects and Initiatives, LEANNE NURSE addressed financing opportunities
through grants for Brownfield’s and the American Water Works program. When partnered with community
colleges and universities these grant programs can help address a community’s needs while providing
educational opportunities.

On Friday afternoon briefings were made by the White House Office of Public Engagement. Many notable
White House advisors and assistant’s to the President offered thoughts and ideas in making the White
House services more available. MICHAEL STRAUTMANIS, Deputy Assistant to the President and Counselor for
Strategic Engagement to the Senior Advisor, JON CARSON, Director of the Office of Public Engagement,
and VALERIE B. JARRETT, Senior Advisor to President Barack Obama offered insights into the workings of the
White House and access to programs and partnerships such as CS2-Strong Cities Strong Communities, and
Building One America a program for rebuilding America’s first tier suburbs.

On Saturday we had lunch with SENATOR REID between his debt ceiling meetings with the President. | asked
Senator Reid what initiative will take place to allow the credit markets to thaw and free up financing for

the many projects that are going unfunded?2 Senator Reid’s answer o freeing up credit-a “grand bargain”
type agreement to the debt ceiling negotiations will help free up credit and open up financial markets.

Reid spoke to the plight of architects in Nevada and around the nation, and to the devastating effects this
economy has had on firms and unemployment in the industry. He spoke to the developing jobs through
infrastructure projects. It is clear there’s are plans being set in motion, after the debt ceiling resolution that
initiatives are going to be put in place to stimulate the construction economy through infrastructure projects.

In concluding my thoughts on these meetings | believe the next few months will be pivotal for the economy
and architects. | believe there will be a push for “infrastructure” type projects. | strongly believe we, the

AlA, needs to hone its definition and vision of 21st Century infrastructure projects. | believe we must paint

the vision of vertical infrastructure, rebuilding communities, rebuilding schools, and transportation systems
pased on our ideals. The vision of infrastructure which is of the type that pays long term dividends and helps
create lasting skilled jobs. And finally the type of 21st Infrastructure projects that raises the quality of life in our
country for generations, and will provide a clean and prosperous future for our children and grandchildren.
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CALL FOR ENTRIES AIA NEVADA
EXCELLENCE IN DESIGN AWARDS

The 2011 AIA Nevada Excellence in Design Awards will be
included as a part of the Western Mountain Region Conference
which is being hosted by the AlA Las Vegas Chapter, October
5.8, 2011 in Las Vegas. The AIA Nevada Excellence in Design
Awards recognizes projects of exceptional architectural
distinction. Excellence in Design embraces the ecological,
economic and social circumstances of a project, as well as the
integration of the highest environmental and sustainable design
standards with quality design execution.

Awards Timeline:

August 8, 2011 — Deadline for Entry Forms & Fees

August 22, 2011 — Submittals Due prior to 5SPM

August 25, 2011 - Late Submittals Due prior to SPM ($100
additional fee)

September 1, 2011 - Results of Jury

October 8, 2011 — AIA Nevada Design & Honor Awards
Presentation Gala

WALTER P MOORE Entry Fee: $200 per entry
80 YEARS OF ENGINEERING INNOVATION Late Entry Fee: You may purchase a late entry fee foran
additional $100 Fee.
Structural Engineering Structural Diagnostics Parking Consulting Entry fees are non-refundable. No excepTions. Make checks/

P ——— payments payable to AlIA Nevada.

702.944.4710
www.walterpmoore.com

Affordable Concepts, Inc.

General Contractor

Site Development
Design Build
Tenant Improvements

www.affordableconcepts.com
702-399-3330

We Build

License No. 23287B Unlimited and 57821AB Unlimited




AIA NEVADA
PRESIDENT’'S MESSAGE
SEAN COULTER, AIA

The summer time is a great time of year to leave the state to go

exploring, to visit family and friends, to go on a vacation or just to relax

away from home. The summer time for AIA is much the same way. We

are in the middle of the dog days of summer resting up for what will

be coming later this year, the Western Mountain Region Conference

in Las Vegas. O.K., I haven't done that much work to need the rest,

but everyone down at AlA Las Vegas has, yes, that includes Debi Raffi

and Rob Filary, AlA if you can believe it. Randy and Kelly are always
on those two to get some work done! I'm sure you have already signed
up for WMR as it will have some great speakers, seminars and tours; | haven't yet, but that's
because I'm an architect...| procrastinate, not to mention, | have been “exploring” other cities
this summer.

Get ready...this will be another story about my travels on the bike. | recently spent an
extended weekend in Coronado, CA with the intention of getting some cool miles in on the
bike in the middle of summer. The weather, as usual, was perfect for bike riding, though the
traffic kinda stank as it always does in Southern California. | rode around San Diego bay and
out to Point Loma, now a national landmark with awesome views to San Diego and the Pacific
Ocean. As usual with multi-hour bike rides, | started thinking about how we “get around” in
Nevada and our “urban condition.” We have a very unique state in that it is almost all high-
desert with many very high mountain ranges breaking up the desert floor. We have some of
the most remote areas in the United States and some of the most beautiful in the world.

Starting in the south, we have Lake Mead National Recreation Area, a huge man-made lake
that has hundreds of miles of open desert shores. Red Rock Canyon National Conservation
Areq, Lake Tahoe, Lamoille Canyon and Great Basin National Park are just a few other
preserved areas we have in Nevada. In between those wonderful places are miles and miles
of natural untamed desert that, in some ways, acts as the negative space to positive space.
Not to say the open desert is “negative;” to the contrary, the open desert gives credence to
the pockets of wonder we have in our state.

| believe it is worth everyone's time to travel the state to see what we have right here in

our backyards. As | spend more time in the glow of my computer monitor and occupying

“the built environment,” the more | want to see what is just outside my door. | know that
architecture is important and can have a great impact on people; what | sometimes forget is
the “why.” Leaving the city and spending time away from architecture, away from civilization,
helps me understand the human condition, my human condition, without all of the static that
can sometimes be generated in a populated area. Leaving the city also reminds me of how
precious our land truly is when seen unspoiled by human intervention. In many ways, it makes
me want to be a better architect. | only say this because | feel that getting away from what |
do on an everyday basis helps reboot my view towards architecture, design and life.

Though we sometimes discuss what could be here in our state, we should step back sometimes
and see what is. This state is very inspirational and could be the inspiration for something
wonderful in architecture.

RECRUIT A NEW MEMBER - GET $50 CREDIT

Do you have friends, associates, co-workers or acquaintances who should be members of
AlA2 There are many people in the design and architecture community who could profit
greatly by becoming members and receiving the benefits of membership. Maybe you know
of some? If so, why not recruit them and earn $50 for every new member?

You can help them and yourself by encouraging them to join AIA. Simply have them complete
the membership form (found online at www.aialasvegas.org) Write your name on the top

and send it to the AIA office, 401 S. 4th Street, Suite 175, LV NV 89101 or via email to rlavigne@
aianevada.org . You can use your $50 credit to pay for special events like the design award
entry fees, design award gala tickets, golf tournament, seminars or special programs. It's a
great way to grow the Chapter and grow your bank account too!
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