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PHYSICAL | ABSTRACT | CREATIVE
| REGISTRATION NOW OPEN

The 2011 Western Moutain Region Conference
in Las Vegas investigates our regional
connections while providing opportunities for
you to explore some of the most interesting architectural sites in Las Vegas. Registrants can earn up to 15 AIA
C.E. LU’'s /HSW credits by attending their choice of the regular conference sessions. AND, the sessions include
trips to the Gehry-designed Lou Ruvo Cleveland Clinic with Brian Zamora, Senior Associate with GEeHry PARTNERs,
LLC - the Las Vegas Springs Preserve with Pat Mulroy, General Manager of the SoutHern Nevapa WATER AUTHORITY,
who discusses our “water” connection in the region, the Red Rock Canyon Visitors Center with LES WALLACH,
FAIA who will present “Site Responsive Architecture” in this beautiful location. Plus, keynote speakers, JEFF
POTIER, FAIA - AlA 2012 President of the Institute, LAWRENCE SCARPA, FAIA, DR. ROBERT LANG from the
Brookings INstitute and DAVID ZACH, Futurist and much, much more.

physical abstract creative

You can also earn up to 5 additional AIA.C.E. LU's by attending one of the three program/tours scheduled
for Saturday, October 8th. These include -- “Creating CityCenter” by WILLIAM SMITH, AIA, Project Director for
MGM Hospirauty; Symphony Park and the Smith Center presented by SCOTT CARTER, Redevelopment Officer
for the Ciry of Las Vecas, and MYRON MARTIN, CEO of the Smiti Center, and the Hoover Dam and the new Mike
O'Cdallahan - Pat Tillman Memorial Bridge. Please keep in mind that some sessions and tours have limited
capacity so reserve your spot early and don’t miss out on attending.

Register foday online at www.aialasvegas.org

PRE-CONFERENCE WORKSHOP — DISASTER ASSISTANCE: A COMPREHENSIVE TRAINING

8 AlA CE LU’s & HSW Credits

Earn even more AIA HSW Credits ....AND... receive accreditation as a Building Evaluator in AIA Disaster
Assistance by attending the special pre-conference workshop. This AIA Disaster Assistance Program
provides leadership, advocacy and training to those who are interested in volunteering their skills in fimes
of crisis. The workshop will teach participants to conduct rapid damage assessments of structures affected
by earthquakes, wind and water, and will provide instruction on how to collaborate with emergency
management officials.

Register today online at www.aialasvegas.org

MAKE THE CONNECTION

Enhance your WMR Conference experience by connecting with your regional friends and associates. Don't
miss the “Insert Coin"” Reception, hosted by the AIA LV EPYAF and Fellows — at the classic “Insert Coins” video
lounge and game bar on October éth. Unwind and get loose at the “Loose Connections” Host Chapter Party
on October 7th, featuring “gourmet trucks”, music, games, prizes and fun. Make your connections on the golf
course by playing in the WMR Golf Tournament on Saturday morning, October 8th.

AIA NEVADA AND WMR DESIGN & HONOR AWARDS GALA

Celebrate Excellence in Design and Distinguished Service by attending the Awards Gala in the beautiful
Pinyon Ballroom at the ARIA Resort Hotel at City Center. Beginning at 5:00PM on Saturday, October 8th
Get your tickets and reserve your table today. at www.aialasvegas.org
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have a legislative voice? A Dime A Day?2 $36.50 per year?
That’s not too much, isite It's much less than you spend on
your daily coffee, snacks or social networking. And, it can do so
much more for your future and your profession.

A Dime a Day from each AIA member will buy ATTENTION. And,
that's a priceless commodity in today's political world. The AIA
Nevada PAC will use this funding to support efforts on a local
and state level to monitor and advocate for legislation and bills
that make a difference to our businesses, employees and our
clients.

A Dime a Day.... And, your contribution and
participation will facilitate a better future for our
state and the practice of architecture. If the
profession of architecture is to have a voice,
claim a place in the legislative process, and
take an active role in determining the laws and
regulations that govern the profession, then AIA Members.....
Architects and Design Professionals..... must step up and help to
fund the advocacy program to make it happen. It is vital that
we ensure that future architects are well-informed, unified and
positioned to influence Nevada's political landscape.

Do you ever wonder why other organizations are so politically
successfulg Two words. Unity and Funding.
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Building for Southern Nevada Since 1985 with

Accountability - Commitment - Integrity

Site Development
Design Build

Tenant Improvements

www.affordableconcepts.com
702-399-3330

We Build

AlA Nevada cannot act effectively on behalf of members
without the basic funding and without your support. We
need every member to make the pledge of A Dime A Day. In
these uncertain financial times our unity as a profession can
be a decisive force in the decision making of our elected
officials. There will be landmark changes to the governance
and structure of this state in the coming months; and there
will be even more work to be done when the 76th Legislative
Session is concluded. The state of Nevada and our individual
communities needs the problem-solving ability of architects.
That means YOU.

Join the AIA NV PAC now. Pledge A Dime A Day. $36.50 per
year. You are investing in your future and in the health of the
profession. Contact AIA Nevada to contribute today!
702.895.0936

Our thanks to those who have already become members of the
AIA NV PAC.....
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
SEAN COULTER, AlA

I recently spent an entire day in the desert about 100 miles north of
Las Vegas. It was at a friends “home away from home” that is about
as remote as one can get. It made me very aware of the natural
environment and the role the built environment plays in creating a
sense of place. | began to wonder what it means to have a “sense of
place"; to possess qualities in the natural and built environment that
acknowledge, respond to and enhance the human condition. | asked
myself, what it means to create this sense of place in the desert¢ This
then led me to consider what | had learned about how we experience
the world around us and how that influences our attitude towards life and each other. It
reminded me of phenomenology.

Phenomenology, a branch of philosophy started in the early 20th
Century by Edmund Husserl, was developed to the study structures

of consciousness as experienced from the first-person point of view.
The central structure of an experience is its intentionality, its being
directed toward something, as it is an experience of or about some
object. Relevant to architects, architecture and the built environment
can be that “object.” These studies further expanded into exploring
‘spirit of place’, or genius loci, as the ancient Greeks called it when
describing the metaphysical aspects of place and how it would invoke
our senses. Martin Heidegger, an early 20th century phenomenologist,
spoke of this sense of place in the philosophical and metaphysical
senses. He stated that for any one place to have a genius loci, or spirit
of place, it must connect four elements. These are: earth, sky, mortal
and divinity. He classified these as the Quadrature. Simply put, if the
four aforementioned elements were all present and connected in any
one place, a spirit of place would exist. |interpret these as being: earth
- the physical location and attributes of a place, our rootedness to

the ground; sky — the physical space above our heads and our higher
aspirations; mortal — the individual that experiences phenomena of a
place; divinity — the metaphysical aspirations of the individual.

EDMUND HUSSERL

According to Heidegger these connections, the quadrature, becomes
extremely important as to how we perceive, understand and
experience our life-world (what is self-evident, experienced or given).
To me, the interesting thing about Heideggers quadrature, is that it
takes into account, not only the individual, it takes info account the
physical and the metaphysical environments and ties all four together
to create a whole that is bigger the sum of its parts. If this is the case
and the environment is as important as the individual or our metaphysical aspirations; then
it makes me wonder, in a philosophical sense, about how architecture must respond to the
context and climate. Our environment in Nevada has a huge impact on how we perceive
our world and how we respond to it day to day, ie, how we live our lives. Therefore, the
environment must be an integral part to any design that is created.

MARTIN HEIDEGGER

With this in mind, | began asking myself other questions. What do we do as architects to
respond to the environment and the other elements of the quadrature¢ Can we do better
as creators of our built-environment2 More importantly, what are we doing right now that is
making the human condition a little bit better and how can we perpetuate the positives?

| hope that if you have made it this far in the newsletter that you consider how we, as
architects, can create better experiences through the built environment. We have a powerful
influence on the human condition (whether it is conscious or subconscious), we should use this
influence in the most positive ways.

If you have any thoughts on this matter, | would like to hear from you to discuss these issues. |
don't claim to have all the answers and I'm not sure I'm correct about the ones | do have, |
only hope that discussion will bring about positive change in design.
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