
AIA 201 1 Western Mountain Region Conference AIA 2011 WMR CONFERENCE
CONNECTIONS
PHYSTCAT I ABSTRACT I CREATTVE

REGISTRATION NOW OPEN

physicor obstroct creotiv" Ihe 201 I western Moutoin Region Conference
in Los Vegos investigotes our regionol
connections while providing opportunilies for

you to explore some of the most interesting orchitecturol sites in Los Vegos. Registronts con eorn up to l5 AIA
C.E. tU's /HSW credits by ottending their choice of the regulor conference sessions. AND, the sessions include
trips to the Gehry-designed Lou Ruvo Clevelond Clinic with Brion Zomoro, Senior Associote with Grxny PanrNens,

U.C - the Los Vegos Springs Preserve with Pot Mulroy, Generol Monoger of the SournrnN Nrveoa Waren Aursonrrv,

who discusses our "woter" connection in the region, the Red Rock Conyon Visitors Center with LES WAILACH,
FAIA who will present "Site Responsive Architeclure" in this beoutiful locotion. Plus, keynote speokers, JEFF

POTIER, FAIA - AIA 2012 President of the lnstiiute, TAWRENCE SCARPA, FAIA, DR. ROBERT LANG from the
Bnoorrxos lr.rsrrrurr ond DAVID ZACH. Futurist ond much, much more

You con olso eorn up to 5 oddilionol A|A.C.E. LU's by ottending one of the three progrom/iours scheduled
for Soiurdoy, Oclober Bth. These include - "Creoting CityCeniei' by WlLtlAM SMITH, AlA, Project Director for
MGM Hosrrrrurv; Symphony Pork ond the Smith Cenier presented by SCOTT CARTER, Redevelopment Officer
for the Cnv or Las Vecas, ond MYRON MARTIN, CEO of ihe Srrurn Crmra, ond the Hoover Dom ond the new Mike
O'Collohon - Pot Tillmon Memoriol Bridge. Pleose keep in mind thol some sessions ond tours hove limited
ccrpociiy so reserye your spot eorly ond don't miss out on otlending.

Regisier todoy online of www.oiolosvegos.org

PRE-CONFERENCE WORKSHOP - DISASTER ASSISTANCE: A COMPREHENSIVE TRAINING
8 AIA CE LU's & HSW Credits
Eorn even more AIA HSW Credits ....AND... receive occreditotion os o Building Evoluotor in AIA Disoster
Assistonce by ottending the speciol pre-conference workshop. This AIA Disoster Assistonce Progrom
provides leodership, odvococy ond lroining to those who ore interested in volunteering their skills in times
of crisis. Ihe workshop will leoch poriiciponts to conduct ropid domoge ossessments of structures offecled
by eorthquokes, wind ond woter, ond will provide instruction on how to colloborote with emergency
monogement officiols.

Register todoy online of www.oiolosvegos.org

IHE CONNECTION
nhonce your WMR Conference experience by connecting with your regionol friends ond ossociotes. Don'l
iss the "lnsert Coin" Reception, hosted by the AIA LV EPYAF ond Fellows - ot the clossic "lnsert Coins" video

ounge ond gome bor on October 6th. Unwind ond get loose of the "Loose Connections" Host Chopter Porty
Oclober 7th, feoturing "gourmet trucks", music, gomes, prizes ond fun. Moke your connections on the golf
rse by ploying in the WMR Golf Tournoment on Soturdoy morning, October 8th.

AIA NEVADA AND WMR DESIGN & HONOR AWARDS GALA
Celebrqte Excellence in Design ond Distinguished Service by ottending the Awords Golo in the beoutiful
Pinyon Bollr'oonr ot the ARIA Resorl Hotel ot Clty Center. Beginning ot 5:00PM on Soturdoy, October 8th
Get your tickefs ond reserve your toble todoy. of www.oiolosvegos.org
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ffiEIANV
=PAC How much would you give to

hove o legislotive voice? A Dime A Doy? $36.50 per yeor?
Thot's not too much, is it? lt's much less thon you spend on
your doily coffee, snocks or sociol networking. And, it con do so
much more for your future ond your profession.

A Dime o Doy from eoch AIA member will buy ATTENTION. And,
ihot's o priceless commodity in todoy's politicol world. The AIA
Nevodo PAC will use ihis funding to support efforts on o locol
ond stote level to monitor ond odvocote for legislotion ond bills
thot moke o difference to our businesses, employees ond our
clients.

A Dime o Doy.... And, your contribution ond
porticipotion will focilitole o better future for our
stoie ond ihe proctice of orchitecture. lf the
profession of orchitecture is to hove o voice,
cloim o ploce in the legislotive process, ond
toke on octive role in determining the lows ond

regulotions thot govern the profession, then AIA Members.....
Architects ond Design Professionols..... must step up ond help to
fund the odvococy progrom to moke it hoppen. lt is vitol thot
we ensure thot future orchitects ore well-informed, unified ond
posilioned to influence Nevodo's politicol londscope.

Do you ever wonder why oiher orgonizotions ore so politicolly
successful? Two words. Unity ond Funding.

AIA Nevodo connot oct effectively on beholf of members
without the bosic funding ond without your support. We
need every member lo moke the pledge of A Dime A Doy. ln
ihese uncertoin finonciol limes our unily os o profession con
be o decisive force in the decision moking of our elected
officiols. There will be londmork chonges to the governonce
ond structure of this stote in the coming months; ond there
will be even more work to be done when the 76th Legislotive
Session is concluded. The slote of Nevodo ond our individuol
communities needs the problem-solving obility of orchitects.
Thot meons YOU.

Join the AIA NV PAC now. Pledge A Dime A Doy. $36.50 per
yeor. You ore investing in your future ond in the heolth of the
profession. Contoct AIA Nevodo to contribute todoyl
702.895.0936

Our lhonks lo lhose who hove olreody become members of the
AIA NV PAC.....
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AIA NEVADA
PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
SEAN COULTER, AIA

I recently spent on entire doy in the desert oboul 100 miles north of
Los Vegos. lt wos of o friends "home owoy from home" ihol is obout
os remote os one con get. ll mode me very owore of lhe nolurol
environmeni ond the role the built environment ploys in creoting o
sense of ploce. I begon to wonder whot it meons to hove o "sense of
ploce"; io possess quolities in the noturol ond built environment thot
ocknowledge, respond to ond enhonce the humon condition. losked
myself, whot it meons to creote this sense of ploce in the desert? This

then led me io consider whoi I hod leorned obout how we experience
the world oround us ond how lhot influences our ottitude towords life ond eoch other. ll
reminded me of phenomenology.

Phenomenology, o bronch of philosophy storted in the eorly 201h

Cenlury by Edmund Husserl, wos developed to the study structures
of consciousness os experienced from ihe first-person point of view.
The cenlrol structure of on experience is its intentionolity, its being
direcled toword something, os it is on experience of or oboui some
object. Relevont lo orchitects, orchilecture ond the built environment
con be thot "object." These studies further exponded into exploring
'spirit of ploce', or genius locl, os the oncient Greeks colled it when
describing the metophysicol ospects of ploce ond how it would invoke
our senses. Morlin Heidegger, on eorly 20th cenlury phenomenologist,
spoke of thls sense of ploce in the philosophicol ond metophysicol
senses. He stoted thot for ony one ploce to hove o genius loci, or spirit
of ploce, it must connect four elements. These ore: eorth, sky, mortol
ond divinity. He clossified these os the Quodroture. Simply pul, if the
four oforementioned elemenls were oll present ond connected in ony
one ploce, o spirit of ploce would exist. linterprei these os being: eorth
- the physicol locotion ond ottributes of o ploce, our rootedness to
the ground; sky - the physicol spoce obove our heods ond our higher
ospirotions; mortol - the individuol thot experiences phenomeno of o
ploce; divinity - the melophysicol ospirotions of the individuol.

EDMUND HUSSERL

According 1o Heidegger these connections, lhe quodroture, becomes
extremely importonl os to how we perceive, understond ond
experience our life-world (whot is self-evident, experienced or given) .

To me, the interesiing thing obout Heideggers quodroiure, is thot it
lokes into occount, noi only the individuol. it tokes into occount the MARTIN HEIDEGGER
physicol ond the melophysicol environments ond ties oll four logether
to creote o whole thot is bigger lhe sum of its ports. lf this is the cose
ond the environment is os importont os the individuol or our metophysicol ospirotions; then
it mokes me wonder, in o philosophicol sense, obout how orchitecture must respond to the
coniexl ond climote. Our environment in Nevodo hos o huge impoct on how we perceive
our world ond how we respond to it doy to doy, ie, how we live our lives. Therefore, the
environment must be on integrol port to ony design thot is creoted.

With this in mind, I begon osklng myself oiher questions. Whot do we do os orchitecis to
respond to the environment ond the other elements of the quodroture? Con we do better
os creolors of our built-envlronment? More importonlly, whot ore we doing right now thot is

moking the humon condition o little bit beller ond how con we perpetuote the positives?

I hope thot if you hove mode it this for in the newsletter thot you consider how we, os

orchitects, con creote better experiences ihrough the built environmenl. We hove o powerful
influence on the humon condition (whether it is conscious or subconscious), we should use this

influence in the most positive woys.

lf you hove ony thoughts on this motter, I would like to heor from you to discuss these issues. I

don't cloim to hove oll lhe onswers ond I'm not sure I'm correct obout the ones I do hove, I

only hope thot discussion will bring obout positive chonge in design.
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