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CELEBRATE ARCHITECTURE WEEK
APRIL 11-15, 2011

MAYOR OSCAR GOODMAN has officially proclaimed April 11-15

to be Architecture Week in Las Vegas, and he will be our guest

of honor when we celebrate the architecture of the city and

the many contributions he has made over the past twelve years

in creating a more sustainable, livable and beautiful Las Vegas.

Mayor Goodman has led the City to become more sustainable by

initiating green standards for all buildings, He has been a champion

of downtown revitalization, focusing his efforts on creating a

downtown urban village filled with small businesses, boutiques,
fine restaurants, bookstores and an art component where the
public can have social dialogue and exchange ideas. Downtown Las Vegas is quickly becoming a
place where people want to live, work and play. The Mayor has also increased the livability of our
city by encouraging a healthy and active community and by promoting sustainability as a way to
ensure that current and future generations will enjoy the quality of life we have all worked so hard to
achieve.

An exciting part of our week-long celebration is the annual AIA LAS VEGAS UNBUILT DESIGN AWARDS
program. Designed to recognize the imagination, ingenuity, resourcefulness and creativity of those
who have un-realized visions for our city, this is a juried program that presents theoretical, academic
and unbuilt projects. Through these three categories we explore the architectural ideas and
innovations of creative minds in finding solutions to design problems. On April 13th the submittal
boards for the Unbuilt Design Awards will be exhibited in the gallery space of the Historic Fifth Street
School, and the award recipients will be announced at the program following the 5:30PM reception.

AlA Las Vegas also recognizes talented young designers from Clark County High Schools each year
with our annual design competition for drafting, architecture and art classes. The AIA LAS VEGAS
HIGH SCHOOL DESIGN AWARDS program has been active for 38 years. It beganin 1971 when it was
sponsored by the Southerm Nevada Homebuilders Association. In the late 1980's the AIA Las Vegas
Chapter began sponsoring the program and has worked consistently since then to provide an
avenue for high school students to participate and learn more about design and the profession of
architecture. Many of the successful practicing architects in Las Vegas today got their start in the High
School Design Awards program, and are past recipients of these awards. Come meet the talented
young designers and see the future architects of this city.

This year students from eight high schools have participated in the program and their work will be

on display at the Architecture Week celebration event. Award recipients will be announced at the
program and over $3,000 in cash prizes will be awarded. In addition, new this year, AIA Las Vegas has
instituted a $1,500.00 UNLV Scholarship Award for the most exceptional student.

The Architecture Week Celebration will be held in the Gallery and Auditorium of the Historic Fifth
Street School and will begin at 5:30PM on Wednesday, April 13th. There is no charge for attending,
however, you MUST RSVP online at www.aialasvegas.org/events/calendar.



'AIA NEVADA

FRED HILLERBY LEGISLATIVE REPORT
LOBBYIST FOR AIA NEVADA

This past fortnight began with the
resignation of U.S. Senator John Ensign,
setting off the unofficial start to the
federal campaign season here and

the redistricting battle to come. Ensign
has been embroiled in an ugly scandal
involving an affair and was widely
expected to announce his retirement, if
not resignation. This creates a rare open
Senate seat and has set off a chain
reaction of moves that could greatly impact the redistricting
effort later this Session.

In a move that has been an unofficial secret for months,
Congressman Dean Heller (R, NV-2) quickly announced his
intention to run for the Republican nomination for Ensign’s

seat. Just as quickly, perennial and controversial candidate
Sharron Angle announced her intention to seek Heller's seat.
She is the first of what is a long list of potential nominees, led by
frontrunner Lt. Gov. Brian Krolicki. (GOP Braces for Angle Encore-
politico) A crowded primary could provide a repeat of her
unlikely 2010 primary win and later general election loss to Harry
Reid, and will be a persistent headache for the Republican
Party in this race. It might also provide a chance for Democrats
to pick up a seat that has been in Republican hands since it
was created.

Democratic operatives are searching for a Senate candidate
to face Heller in case Congresswoman Shelly Berkeley (D,

NV-1) decides not to run for Senate. Four Democratic Nevada
Constitutional officers (Miller, Cortez-Masto, Wallin and Marshall)
are mid-term and all are being wooed. Should Berkeley decide
to run for Senate, the Legislature will start redistricting with

one open Senate seat, and 3 of what will be 4 Congressional
seats unfilled by incumbents. This will ease some of the outside
pressure on Legislators, and stir the hopes of those lawmakers
who see someone in higher office looking back at them in the
mirror each morning. (Legislature sharpens redistricting knife- Las
Vegas Sun)

The tussle over job creation bills (see March 7 report) continued
with the Governor saying he would veto bills that create holes
in his budget. Both bills have passed their house of origin (AB
183, SB 192) and the potential showdown with the Governor
remains. Local governments, particularly counties, remain
caught in the middle and continue to be seen by both warring
parties as a potential source of revenue, or a dumping ground
for expensive programs. (‘You raise taxes.’ ‘No, you do it." - Las
Vegas Sun)

Mining continues to be a popular target, and a bill removing
a long-standing eminent domain provision was easily passed
by the Senate. And in a very pointed hearing, Senator
Horsford grilled the Department of Taxation about their audits
of mining company tax returns. The exchange revealed that
the Department had not had properly trained auditors for

at least 2 years, and resulted in Department Director Dino
DiCianno losing his job the next day. (Horsford Wants Audit of
Tax Department- NV News Bureau) A variety of bills have been
intfroduced recently to make it easier for plaintiff's attorneys
to sue, or to forgive their late or improper filing of claims. Auto,
workers comp, life and health insurers, along with hospitals,

remain popular targets for “transparency”, price controls
and enhanced oversight by everyone from the Legislature to
new Consumer Advocates. Bills on medical marijuana, fake
marijuana, state eminent domain over federal lands and a
variety of other curiosities add to the festive atmosphere in

Carson City- if not to the efficient and timely end of this Session.

March 21 is the deadline for Legislator’s bills to be introduced,
and a long set of floor sessions is expected Monday to
accommodate the volume. March 28 is the same deadline
for Committees, and bill introductions will greatly subside after
that. April 15 is the deadline for non-budget bills to pass out of
committees in the house of origin. Kiling season can’t begin
soon enough for a great many measures infroduced so far.

AB144 This bidder preference bill has passed the Assembly and
a Senate committee. It is awaiting an amendment and action
on the Senate floor.

AB 183 Debbie Smith’s school construction bill has passed the
Assembly and is now on the Senate floor for consideration and
possible passage. The Governor has said he will veto this bill
because of the impact on the budget.

SB 192 Senator Horsford's jobs bill has passed the Senate and
been referred to the Assembly. It also faces a gubernatorial
veto threat because of its impact on the executive budget.

~ ', MENTORS NEEDED
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Did you know that YOU can help direct
the future of the architecture profession?
. YOU can have a profound influence

on future architects. YOU can monitor,
guide, teach and direct AlA interns and
help them to achieve licensure and a
place in the architectural community.
X All you have to do is register with the

AlA Las Vegas Chapter to be a mentor

for the IDP (Intern Development)
program. Now is the time to put your
own experience and expertise to work. Share your knowledge
with those who can benefit most. Become a Mentor. If you are
interested contact R. Lavigne, Executive Director of AIA Las
Vegas at rlavigne@aianevada.org

NEVADA PUBLIC RADIO

news 88.9

Have you joined Nevada
Public Radio yet? If you

are not already a member,
please consider joining and
supporting NPR. As you
know, the Las Vegas Chapter
of the AIA is a proud supporter of NPR. Please join and thank
you for supporting Nevada Public Radio and the design and
architecture community.

MEVADA PUBLIC RADIO
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PRESIDENT’'S MESSAGE
SEAN COULTER, AIA

As Spring slowly creeps in, the weather is changing for the better.

This time of year is always a wonderful time in our state. The desert

is beginning to bloom which is spectacular...at least for a week

or two! Cool nights and warm days also allow for great outdoor

activities, whether it is a picnic in the park, patio dining, a stroll in the

neighborhood, watching sporting events or doing that long-needed

yard work. For me yard work is one of those things | dread; at least

until I start it. There are also other aspects about the Spring | love. With
the warmer temperatures, it allows me to work on my painting (I’'m an
architect, so | can’t afford a painting studio; | have to paint in the garage.) Another thing
Spring means for me is great cycling weather.

Throughout the year there are many cycling events that take place and the Spring seems to
be the best time to ride. There are several charity organizations that sponsor cycling events

to help raise money for their particular cause. | like to participate in at least 6 of these a year
and in April there is one | plan to participate in, the Tour de Cure in Henderson sponsored by
the American Diabetes Association. There are three routes available this year, 15, 45 and 65
mile courses. The 65 mile course is not for the faint-of-heart as it will be leaving downtown
Henderson and heading towards Sunrise Mountain then out to Calville Bay at Lake Mead

(all the way to the beach!) and then back into Henderson via Boulder City. For anyone that
has ridden this route before knows, the scenery is soectacular and the climbs are a bit heart-
pounding, but that’s the way any avid cyclist likes it, right2 Another thing | like about this ride is
that it coincides with the desert blooming and, with new paving on the highway; the asphailt is
nice and smooth!

The reason | bring up cycling is that | feel it is important to support our community in ways
that are not just directly related to architecture. | chose to do this because | whole-heartedly
support the cause, | love cycling, | love the weather, | love the scenery and | love supporting
the community in ways that get me away from architecture if only for a few hours. It also
gives me a perspective of life that | sometimes take for granted. | hope there are events/
organizations in your area that you feel are important enough to support. As architects, our
ultimate responsibility is to the community and, other than the built environment, what better
way to help than support your favorite charity!

If you don’t mind getting up a bit early on a Saturday morming and doing a few hours of
cardio, | would recommend the Tour de Cure, in the meantime, if | don’t see you out on the
bike, | hope your year is going great so far and | hope to see you at one of our local AlA events
over the remaining months.

AMERICAN INSURANCE DESIGN CONFERENCE 2011
NEVADA RISK MANAGEMENT AND LIABILITY ISSUES FOR DESIGN
PROFESSIONALS

American Insurance and Investment is inviting Nevada Design Professionals to attend their
Design Conference 2011, being held on April 26th, 2011 at the Gold Coast Hotel in Las
Vegas. Registration is $50.00 per attendee. Conference being held from 8Am to 1:30PM,
breakfast and lunch provided. Register today to receive 3 AIA HSW/LU's

This event is provides an excellent opportunity for Nevada design professionals to convene
and focus on issues they face in today's legal, practice and economic environment.
Keynote speaker is Dr. Robert Lang, who will provide insight on the current and future
economic conditions. Dr. Lang is an urban planning and policy expert and professor of
sociology at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas. He is co-director of Brookings Mountain
West and director of the Lincy Institute. Additional speakers include Jean Weil, Nick
Wieczorek, Esq., Guy LeVan, Kendall Nelson.

To register contact Steve Boyer at StevenB@american-ins.com
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&AIA NV AlA NEVADA POLITICAL
ACTION COMMITTEE
—_PAC ERIC ROBERTS, AIA
‘ AIA NV SGN COORDINATOR
It has been a very active

legislative session for the AIA. We were asked to testify before
the Senate Committee on Employment and Commerce,
the Committee on Education, and the Committee on
Transportation. We have been consulted on multiple other
bill draft requests from issues ranging from local preference to

education funding. We are playing a larger and larger part in
the political game.

There are also local elections taking place currently (they
may be over by the time of publication). Races for Mayor in
Las Vegas and City Council in Henderson have been hotly
contested and remain a major part of the nightly news. We
encourage all members of the American Institute of Architects
to get out and vote!l Make your voice heard!

As some of you may know, the deadline for all bills to be
infroduced was March 21; with the deadline for bills fo come
from committees set for March 28. Once these deadlines pass
the real session begins. While there remain a number of issues
and bills that are extraneous to the real issues of budget and
funding the State; we expect that these issues will be resolved
or eliminate through the month of April. By May we expect the
session to become very urgent. We expect a very active and
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passionate session that will take every last day of the allotted
time and may include many late nights. While we cannot make
any financial donations to candidates or issues during the
session; we continue to stress the need to raise funds for future
efforts.

We are implementing a “dime a day”
program to raise funds for the PAC. Our Las
Vegas Executive Board has thrown 100%
support behind this initiative. We are asking
each member to give a dime a day to the
Political Action Committee. That equates to
$36.50 per member. With this minimal level
of giving, we can raise a fantastic amount of
money to promote the cause of architecture and design within
the state. These donations can help support candidates who, in
turn, support our industry and the issues that help architects. We
also use these funds to promote issues to the public and to our
elected officials.

Please take a moment to make a donation today! Your
donations can make all the difference between success and
failure of our efforts to promote and advocate for architects
and architecture.
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