
NEVADA'S SIXTH AIA FEI.TOW . RIC LICATA, FAIA

Richord Licoto, FAIA, principol of Licoto Honsen Architects in
Reno, Nevodo, cunent AIA Notionol Director for the Western
Mountoin Region, previous President of AIA Nevodo, ond AIA
Norlhern Nevodo Chopters hos been elevoted 1o Fellowship, ond
.ioins Nevodo's distinguished group of five other orchitects who
hove ochieved this greot honor.

Bosed upon his commitment to the communily ond his concern
for the environment Richord Licoto begon ieoching on

lntroduciion to Solor Energy closs in 1989 ot Truckee Meodows Community College (TMCC). Licoto's
position grew from o port-time instructor to full professorship, while still mointoining his proctice ond
being octive in the AlA. As o Professor ond AIAS odvisor Richord hos helped sludents to understond
the profession. He teoches thot the AIA is o symbol, demonstroling commilment ond being o port o
profession thot is dynomic, ond mokes o difference in the quolity of life in the communities we serve.
As the only orchilect to ever receive the AIA Nevodo Livoble Communily Medol, Richord utilizes
Nevodo's regions, cities ond environmenl os o teoching lob.

Ric's students hove won mony nolionol design competitions, in most coses two-yeor students
compeling ogoinst five-yeor or groduote students. His students ore coveted by mony orchitecture
schools notionolly ond internotionolly for their excellent work ond the excellent quolities of educotion
they've receive. So respected is Licoto's work with his students thoi he wos recognized os the 2005
Alumnus of the Yeor ot the New School of Architecture ond Design in Son Diego. ln his oddress to
the New School commencement of the Solk lnstitute, Licoto shored with the groduoles his vision of
shoring ond thot they connecl to iheir creoiive essence; to believe ond trusl in themselves ond their
iniuilive nolure to connecl to thot something greoter inside them to give hope, solidify dreoms ond
confinue to develop their unique obilities ond bring forth their innote lolents out to shore with oll.

Nominoted three yeors running os Professor of the Yeor Richord Licoto is respected by his students
ond his ocodemic peers for his commitment to educotion ond the belief thot o design educotion
should be occessible to oll. Licoto hos chosen to remoin teoching ot the community college level
believing thot it provides occess to those otherwise left un-served in o culturolly diverse region
where no occredited school of orchitecture exists. The numbers of students from TMCC tronsfening
to occrediied progroms of orchiteclure ond londscope orchiteclure hos steodily grown under his
tenure of ihe college. This trend shows the commitment ond desire Licoto helps to nurture in his
students - the fire wilhin for the possion of design ond the power of moking o difference in people's
lives.

Ric Licoto is recognized by orchitects ond ihe public os o greot resource for the profession, our
communities ond the Americon lnstilute of Architects, ot both notionol ond stole levels. His losting
contribulions hove hod o cumulotive effect on the proctice of orchitecture by virtue of his work, ihe
effecl he hos on his students, his leodership on issues importont to orchitects ond the communities
they serve, ond for his conlinued vision for whot the built environment con be. His efforts hove
tronscended the stondord nolion of whot orchiiects do os o profession, into whot it meons lo be on
orchitect os o woy of life.

He hos connected the seemingly seporote oreos of proctice, service ond teoching to one flowing
diolog of creotive force; oll the'while, ocknowledging the humbling experience of being recognized
for doing whot he believes in becouse "it's the right thing to do."

Congrotulotions to Ric Licoto, FAIA on this well deserved honor. morch
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FRED HItI.ERBY TEGISTATIVE REPORT
LOBBY'SI FOR A'A NEVADA

The first lwo weeks of the 761h Nevodo
Legisloture hove ended, ond observers
might be excused for wonting o
scorecord to keep trock of the new
freshmon legislotors, the true size of
the budget, ond the number of press

conferences held to dote. And the
scorecords should be long enough to
trock the 370 bills thot hove been so for
introduced.

The Session unofficiolly begon with Governor Sondovol's Stote
of lhe Siote oddress, in which he oullined o budget thot
conlemploies generol fund revenue of $5.3 billion (down from
the $6.5 budgeted for the 2009 biennium), but spends neorly
o billion dollors more. Those billion dollors would come from
roiding vorious funding sources cunently directed elsewhere
ond the prepoyment of mining toxes; borrowing ogoinst future
receipts of the insuronce premium tox (leoving o nel decreose
in future yeor's premium collections); $425 million would be
redirected from certoin school district's copitol bond funds
(primorily Clork County) ond used to fillcuts mode to their
operoting budgets; ond $l2l million in projected property tox
revenues would be diverted from Clork ond Woshoe counties
ond seni io the University System to portiolly fill holes lefi from
cuts envlsioned in the Execuiive Budget. (See ihis excellent
Public Finonce Report for more onolyisis: Public Finonce Report )

The Legisloture's money committees (Senote Flnonce ond
Assembly Woys ond Meons) met jointly between the Stote
of the Stote ond the officiol stort of the Session. They heord
obout the long list of cuts io Heolth ond Humon Services, higher
educotion ond K-12, os well os the Governor's proposol to
chonge o current stote employee furlough plon to o stroight 5%

poy cut for stoie, higher educotion ond school teochers funded
in the stote budget.

The Nevodo Legisloture remoins in Democrotic conlrol, ond
those members wosled no time in decrying the cuts ond
expressing vorying levels of interesl in finding new revenue
(toxes) to fill some of the holes. However, neither Speoker
Oceguero nor Senote Mojorily Leoder Horsford hos the 2/3rds
mojorily needed 1o poss o tox pockoge ond override o
promised gubernoioriol veto. They will need some Republicons
to vote for the pockoge ond on override.

They will need those Republlcon votes from two coucuses thot
hove lorgely remoined united with the Governor- so for. Two
Republicons mentioned o possible willingness to vote for o
revenue pockoge thot includes reforms to spending ond future
liobililies, ond both were summoned to the Governor's office
for o little "counseling". Despite the public show of support for
o no new toxes budget, some lowmokers continue to hint thot
the right combinotion of tort reform (porticulorly construction
defects), reforms to unfunded public pension ond heolth
insuronce liobilities, chonges in the educotion system, ond
possibly locol government collective borgoining overhouls,
could eorn their supporl for o tox pockoge.

It is notoble thot the tox pockoge possed by the 2009
Legisloture will sunsei on June 30, ond Gov. Sondovol hos mode

thot sunset o centerpiece of his budgei. Thot hos necessitoted
the Governor including o tox cut for smoller Nevodo businesses,
while ot the some time cutling politicolly populor progroms
ond tox rebotes for senior citizens. The Democrotic response
hos been torgeted heorings ond bill introduction focused on
the impoct of the cuis ond woys thot toxes con be used to
creote much needed jobs. Expect weekly press conferences
ond heorings focused on o new set of issues os lhe Session
progresses.

Discussions obout o possible tox pockoge hove been going on
for some months belween Democrotic leodership ond o smoll
group of business, goming ond mining interests. They hove been
bolstered by the obove-menlioned heorings, ond possibly by
o new poll from ihe Retoil Associolion of Nevodo (o lroditionol
foe of ony tox pockoge) thot shows support for corporote
toxes, os well os strong opprovol rotings for the Governor.

The 201 i Session is notoble for o lorge freshmon closs- 20 of 42
Assembly members ore new, ond I I of 2l Senotors ore new.
While B of the new Senotors previously served in the Assembly
ond one Senotor moved to the lower house, 22 of 63 lowmokers
ore true freshmon. They bring with them strong beliefs on whot
their voters wonted (porticulorly some of the new Republicons)
os well os o new emphosis on sociol medio os o port of the
messoging to constituents ond their own colleogues. How they
oll fore in this cruclble remoins on open, ond very importont,
question.
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AIA NEVADA POLITICAL
ACTION COMMITTEE
ER'C ROBERIS, A'A
AIA NVSGN COORD'NAIOR

We hove our eyes on mony issues
for the upcoming session. We ore wory of proposols thoi ploce
undo finonciol burden on the bocks of smoll businesses such os
orchiiecls ond will work to eliminote proposols such os this thot
moke being on orchitect more difficuli. We ore olso keeping
our eyes on chonges lo negotively offect our schools ond
educotion within the stote.

Our efforts would not be possible without the dedicotion of the
time ond finonciol resources of our members. We ore trying to
increose our exposure ond presence in the Nevodo politicol
spectrum ond we need the continued support of eoch of
you. Thls yeor I would like to set o lofty gool for our finonciol
donotions. I wont to roise $5000 for our AIA Nevodo PAC.

lf we reoch our gool, I will wosh Rondy Lovigne's cor ot the
AIA offlces in whotever "get-up" the membership chooses.
However, to get your "right to vole" on the chosen outfit you
must donoie ot leost $250 os on individuol/ $500 os o compony
throughoui the yeor (eoch compony only gets 1 vote.) l'm
ofroid finol outfii opprovol must poss the inspection of Mrs.
Roberts. lf it's something thot she's not willing to see, she won't
ollow you to seel Let's see if we con reoch our gooll

AIA NEVADA



AIA NEVADA
PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
SEAN COULTER, AIA

Well, we did it! AIA Nevodo went to Woshington to tolk to our
legislotors. As usuol, it wos on interesting ond exciting time. We missed
the bod weother os it wos wormer in D.C. thon it wos in Vegos of thot
time. This yeor, Grossroots wos going on when Congress wos not in
session, however, we were oble to meet with stoff from eoch of our
Representotives offices. We olso met with Senotor Ensign ond Senotor
Reid to discuss our concerns over the economy ond how it is impocting
orchilects, specificolly Nevodo orchitects.

As I mentioned in my lost messoge ihe four items discussed were:

1. A Tronsportotion Bill to Gel our Communiiies Moving Agoin,
2. The Morket for Building Retrofils os on Engine of Economic Growth
3. Regulotory Burdens Thot Hold Smoll Business Bock
4. Unfreeze Credit, Creote Jobs

Senotor Ensign focused on not opproving ony item thot cosls lox-poyer money ond stoted thot
our notionol debt is the biggest issue ot ihe moment while Senotor Reid focused on gelting our
economic engine storted ogoin in lhe goming/hospitolity industry immediotely. My hope is

thot they work togelher to gei our stole bock in o position thot will creote ond sustoin jobs, not
just for orchitects, but for everyone.

Since we met with them in eorly Februory, o bill wos opproved thot litts the 1099 burden off
of smoll businesses. The issue wos thot ony lronsoction conducted by o smoll business with o
vendor over $500 would require thot business to submit o .l099 

for eoch vendor; obviously o
huge burden on smoll businesses thol ore olreody struggling to moke ends meel. So this wos
one liitle victory for smoll business.

We olso jusl goi bock from Corson Cily. Our group, Brod Von Woert, Mox Hershenow, pol
Pusich, AlA, Ed Vonce, AlA, Windom Kimsey, FAIA, Eric Roberts, AlA, Rondy Lovigne, Hon. AIA
Ishe's olwoys therel) ond myself, mel with severol stole senotors ond represenlolives over the
coorse of two doys.

The focus wos to diversify the economy in our stote. The presentoiion "Envisioning Nevodo's
Fulure" wos presenled to three committees, ihey were: Select Committee on Economic
Development & Employmenl, Heolth & Humon Services Committee ond Tronsportotion
Committee. Bosed on feedbock from eoch committee, we feel thot they heord whot we
hod to soy ond will be using thot informotion to help inform their decisions os bills come up
throughout the session. But we know thot we con't stop now, we musi press forword ond help
out whenever ond where ever we con if we wont the economy to turn oround, so pleose tolk
to your representotives ond let them know your ideos. We ore creotive, we should give lhem
creolive ideos!

I wont to toke lhis time 1o thonk everyone thot ottended Grossroots in D.C. ond our trip to
Corson City, lfeel thol we hove some greot members lhol I om proud to be ossocioted with;
they ore orliculote, creotive ond most importontly, concerned obout the profession, not just
themselves.
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.,MUNI MATTERS'' VOTE !N THE MUNICIPAT ETECTIONS

AIA Los Vegos is joining with the Nevodo Conservolion Leogue,
lhe Leogue of Women Volers, Sierro Club ond other orgonizotions
commitied to building belter communities to encouroge oll citizens
to VOTE in the upcoming Municipol Elections. lf you core obout your

communiiy ond wont to help build stronger, sofer, more livoble neighborhoods, leorn obout
the condidotes ond the issues ond VOTE in the Municipol Elections.
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THE REAI VATUE OF YOUR 2OI1 DUES

This is the time of yeor when members consider the volue
in poying their AIA dues. Eoch person must decide for him
or herself the volue of their AIA membership. ln ihe current
economic climote this is on especiolly importonl decision but os
you weigh your current income ond lhe fulure, pleose consider
the importonce of being o member of the AlA.

Now more thon ever, the unity ond the collective voice of the
AIA provides more volue for the individuol member.
Policy mokers ore moking decisions thot will impoct the
immediote ond long ronge future of the profession ond it is

the AIA thot is working on the locol, stote ond federol levels
to inform ond educote them lo the importonce of the
orchitecturol industry. On ihe slote level, AIA Nevodo is the
collective voice of the orchitecture profession ond is working
with lhe AIA Nevodo Tosk Force, the Building Jobs Coolition ond
the Pencil Reody Projects ....to moke sure thot the orchitect's
concerns ond interesls ore heord by key decision-mokers of oll
levels ond in the privote seclor. Our gool is to gel the design
ond construction industries bock to work.

By mointoining your membership you ore supporting these
importont efforts to generote jobs ond you ore helping to crolt
o beiter future for yourself, the profession ond your communily,
Renewing your membership in AIA is the most importoni
investment you con moke for your future, ond we encouroge
you to renew todoy.

Did you know lhol YOU con help direct
the future of the orchiteciure profession?
YOU con hove o profound influence
on future orchilects. YOU con monitor,
guide, leoch ond direcl AIA interns ond
help them to ochieve licensure ond o
ploce in the orchitecturol communily.
All you hove to do is register with the
AIA Los Vegos Chopier to be o menlor
for the IDP (lntern Developmenl)
progrom. Now is the time to pui your

own experience ond expertise to work. Shore your knowledge
with those who con benefit most. Become o Mentor. lf you ore
inlerested contoci R. Lovigne, Executive Director of AIA Los
Vegos ot rlovigne@oionevodo.org

Hove you joined Nevodo
Public Rodio yet? lf you
ore not olreody o member,

t{!yAtrA f utltC tADto pleoseconsiderjoiningond
supporting NPR. As you
know, the Los Vegos Chopter

of the AIA is o proud supporter of NPR. Pleose join ond thonk
you for supporting Nevodo Public Rodio ond the design ond
orchiteciure community.
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MENTORS NEEDED

Affordable Concepts, fnc.
General Contractor

trtnl
ttt

Building for Southern Nevada Since 1985 with

Accountability - Commitment - lntegrity

Site Development

Design Build

Tenant !mprovements

www. affordableconcepts.com

702-399-3330
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You Benefit

We Build

License No. 232878 Unlimited and 57821AB Unlimited
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NEVADA PUBTIC RADIO
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