NEVADA'S SIXTH AIA FELLOW - RIC LICATA, FAIA

Richard Licata, FAIA, principal of Licata Hansen Architects in
Reno, Nevada, current AIA National Director for the Western
Mountain Region, previous President of AIA Nevada, and AIA
Northern Nevada Chapters has been elevated to Fellowship, and
joins Nevada's distinguished group of five other architects who
have achieved this great honor.

Based upon his commitment to the community and his concern
for the environment Richard Licata began teaching an
Introduction to Solar Energy class in 1989 at Truckee Meadows Community College (TMCC). Licata’s
position grew from a part-time instructor to full professorship, while still maintaining his practice and
being active in the AIA. As a Professor and AIAS advisor Richard has helped students to understand
the profession. He teaches that the AIA is a symbol, demonstrating commitment and being a part a
profession that is dynamic, and makes a difference in the quality of life in the communities we serve.
As the only architect to everreceive the AIA Nevada Livable Community Medal, Richard utilizes
Nevada's regions, cities and environment as a teaching lab.

Ric’s students have won many national design competitions, in most cases two-year students
competing against five-year or graduate students. His students are coveted by many architecture
schools nationally and interationally for their excellent work and the excellent qualities of education
they've receive. So respected is Licata's work with his students that he was recognized as the 2005
Alumnus of the Year at the New School of Architecture and Design in San Diego. In his address to
the New School commencement at the Salk Institute, Licata shared with the graduates his vision of
sharing and that they connect to their creative essence; to believe and trust in themselves and their
infuitive nature to connect to that something greater inside them to give hope, solidify dreams and
continue to develop their unique abilities and bring forth their innate talents out to share with all.

Nominated three years running as Professor of the Year Richard Licata is respected by his students
and his academic peers for his commitment to education and the belief that a design education
should be accessible to all. Licata has chosen to remain teaching at the community college level
believing that it provides access to those otherwise left un-served in a culturally diverse region
where no accredited school of architecture exists. The numbers of students from TMCC transferring
to accredited programs of architecture and landscape architecture has steadily grown under his
tenure at the college. This frend shows the commitment and desire Licata helps to nurture in his
students - the fire within for the passion of design and the power of making a difference in people's
lives.

Ric Licata is recognized by architects and the public as a great resource for the profession, our
communities and the American Institute of Architects, at both national and state levels. His lasting
contributions have had a cumulative effect on the practice of architecture by virtue of his work, the
effect he has on his students, his leadership on issues important to architects and the communities
they serve, and for his continued vision for what the built environment can be. His efforts have
transcended the standard notion of what architects do as a profession, into what it means to be an
architect as a way of life.

He has connected the seemingly separate areas of practice, service and teaching to one flowing
dialog of creative force; all the while, acknowledging the humbling experience of being recognized
for doing what he believes in because “it's the right thing to do.”

Congratulations to Ric Licata, FAIA on this well deserved honor.
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The first two weeks of the 76th Nevada
Legislature have ended, and observers
might be excused for wanting a
scorecard to keep track of the new
freshman legislators, the true size of

the budget, and the number of press
conferences held to date. And the
scorecards should be long enough to
track the 370 bills that have been so far
infroduced.

The Session unofficially began with Governor Sandoval’s State
of the State address, in which he outlined a budget that
contemplates general fund revenue of $5.3 billion (down from
the $6.5 budgeted for the 2009 biennium), but spends nearly

a billion dollars more. Those billion dollars would come from
raiding various funding sources currently directed elsewhere
and the prepayment of mining taxes; borrowing against future
receipts of the insurance premium tax (leaving a net decrease
in future year's premium collections); $425 million would be
redirected from certain school district’s capital bond funds
(primarily Clark County) and used to fill cuts made to their
operating budgets; and $121 million in projected property tax
revenues would be diverted from Clark and Washoe counties
and sent to the University System to partially fill holes left from
cuts envisioned in the Executive Budget. (See this excellent
Public Finance Report for more analyisis: Public Finance Report )
The Legislature's money committees (Senate Finance and
Assembly Ways and Means) met jointly between the State

of the State and the official start of the Session. They heard
about the long list of cuts to Health and Human Services, higher
education and K-12, as well as the Governor's proposal to
change a current state employee furlough plan to a straight 5%
pay cut for state, higher education and school teachers funded
in the state budget.

The Nevada Legislature remains in Democratic control, and
those members wasted no time in decrying the cuts and
expressing varying levels of interest in finding new revenue
(taxes) to fill some of the holes. However, neither Speaker
Oceguera nor Senate Majority Leader Horsford has the 2/3rds
majority needed to pass a tax package and override a
promised gubernatorial veto. They will need some Republicans
to vote for the package and an override.

They will need those Republican votes from two caucuses that
have largely remained united with the Govemor- so far. Two
Republicans mentioned a possible willingness to vote for a
revenue package that includes reforms to spending and future
liabilities, and both were summoned to the Governor's office
for a little “counseling”. Despite the public show of support for
a no new taxes budget, some lawmakers continue to hint that
the right combination of tort reform (particularly construction
defects), reforms to unfunded public pension and health
insurance liabilities, changes in the education system, and
possibly local government collective bargaining overhauls,
could earn their support for a tax package.

It is notable that the tax package passed by the 2009
Legislature will sunset on June 30, and Gov. Sandoval has made

that sunset a centerpiece of his budget. That has necessitated
the Governor including a tax cut for smaller Nevada businesses,
while at the same time cutting politically popular programs
and tax rebates for senior citizens. The Democratic response
has been targeted hearings and bill introduction focused on
the impact of the cuts and ways that taxes can be used to
create much needed jobs. Expect weekly press conferences
and hearings focused on a new set of issues as the Session
progresses.

Discussions about a possible tax package have been going on
for some months between Democratic leadership and a small
group of business, gaming and mining interests. They have been
bolstered by the above-mentioned hearings, and possibly by

a new poll from the Retail Association of Nevada (a traditional
foe of any tax package) that shows support for corporate
taxes, as well as strong approval ratings for the Governor.

The 2011 Session is notable for a large freshman class- 20 of 42
Assembly members are new, and 11 of 21 Senators are new.
While 8 of the new Senators previously served in the Assembly
and one Senator moved to the lower house, 22 of 63 lawmakers
are true freshman. They bring with them strong beliefs on what
their voters wanted (particularly some of the new Republicans)
as well as a new emphasis on social media as a part of the
messaging to constituents and their own colleagues. How they
all fare in this crucible remains an open, and very important,
question.

AlA NEVADA POLITICAL
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We have our eyes on many issues

for the upcoming session. We are wary of proposals that place
undo financial burden on the backs of small businesses such as
architects and will work to eliminate proposals such as this that
make being an architect more difficult. We are also keeping
our eyes on changes to negatively affect our schools and
education within the state.

Our efforts would not be possible without the dedication of the
time and financial resources of our members. We are trying to
increase our exposure and presence in the Nevada political
spectrum and we need the continued support of each of

you. This year | would like to set a lofty goal for our financial
donations. | want to raise $5000 for our AIA Nevada PAC.

If we reach our goal, | will wash Randy Lavigne's car at the

AlA offices in whatever "“get-up” the membership chooses.
However, to get your “right to vote” on the chosen outfit you
must donate at least $250 as an individual / $500 as a company
throughout the year (each company only gets 1 vote.) I'm
afraid final outfit approval must pass the inspection of Mrs.
Roberts. If it's something that she's not willing to see, she won't
allow you to see! Let's see if we can reach our goall
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Well, we did it! AIA Nevada went to Washington to talk to our
legislators. As usual, it was an interesting and exciting time. We missed
the bad weather as it was warmer in D.C. than it was in Vegas at that
time. This year, Grassroots was going on when Congress was not in
session, however, we were able to meet with staff from each of our
Representatives offices. We also met with Senator Ensign and Senator
Reid fo discuss our concerns over the economy and how it is impacting
architects, specifically Nevada architects.

As I mentioned in my last message the four items discussed were:

1. A Transportation Bill to Get our Communities Moving Again,

2. The Market for Building Retrofits as an Engine of Economic Growth
3. Regulatory Burdens That Hold Small Business Back

4. Unfreeze Credit, Create Jobs

Senator Ensign focused on not approving any item that costs tax-payer money and stated that
our national debt is the biggest issue at the moment while Senator Reid focused on getting our
economic engine started again in the gaming/hospitality industry immediately. My hope is
that they work together to get our state back in a position that will create and sustain jobs, not
just for architects, but for everyone.

Since we met with them in early February, a bill was approved that lifts the 1099 burden off
of small businesses. The issue was that any transaction conducted by a small business with a
vendor over $600 would require that business to submit a 1099 for each vendor; obviously a
huge burden on small businesses that are already struggling to make ends meet. So this was
one little victory for small business.

We also just got back from Carson City. Our group, Brad Van Woert, Max Hershenow, Pat
Pusich, AIA, Ed Vance, AIA, Windom Kimsey, FAIA, Eric Roberts, AIA, Randy Lavigne, Hon. AIA
(she’s always therel) and myself, met with several state senators and representatives over the
coarse of two days.

The focus was to diversify the economy in our state. The presentation “Envisioning Nevada's
Future” was presented to three committees, they were: Select Committee on Economic
Development & Employment, Health & Human Services Committee and Transportation
Committee. Based on feedback from each committee, we feel that they heard what we
had to say and will be using that information to help inform their decisions as bills come up
throughout the session. But we know that we can't stop now, we must press forward and help
out whenever and where ever we can if we want the economy to turn around, so please talk
to your representatives and let them know your ideas. We are creative, we should give them
creative ideas!

I'want to take this time to thank everyone that attended Grassroots in D.C. and our trip to
Carson City, | feel that we have some great members that | am proud to be associated with;
they are articulate, creative and most importantly, concerned about the profession, not just
themselves.

“MUNI MATTERS” VOTE IN THE MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS
AlA Las Vegas is joining with the Nevada Conservation League,
OT E the League of Women Voters, Sierra Club and other organizations

committed to building better communities to encourage all citizens

to VOTE in the upcoming Municipal Elections. If you care about your
community and want to help build stronger, safer, more livable neighborhoods, learn about
the candidates and the issues and VOTE in the Municipal Elections.
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THE REAL VALUE OF YOUR 2011 DUES

This is the time of year when members consider the value

in paying their AIA dues. Each person must decide for him

or herself the value of their AIA membership. In the current
economic climate this is an especially important decision but as
you weigh your current income and the future, please consider
the importance of being a member of the AlA.

Now more than ever, the unity and the collective voice of the
AlA provides more value for the individual member.

Policy makers are making decisions that willimpact the
immediate and long range future of the profession and it is
the AIA that is working on the local, state and federal levels

to inform and educate them to the importance of the
architectural industry. On the state level, AIA Nevada is the
collective voice of the architecture profession and is working
with the AIA Nevada Task Force, the Building Jobs Coalition and
the Pencil Ready Projects ....to make sure that the architect’s
concerns and interests are heard by key decision-makers at all
levels and in the private sector. Our goalis fo get the design
and construction industries back to work.

By maintaining your membership you are supporting these
important efforts to generate jobs and you are helping to craft
a better future for yourself, the profession and your community.
Renewing your membership in AIA is the most important
investment you can make for your future, and we encourage
you to renew today.
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MENTORS NEEDED

Did you know that YOU can help direct
the future of the architecture profession?
YOU can have a profound influence
on future architects. YOU can monitor,
guide, teach and direct AlA interns and
help them to achieve licensure and a
place in the architectural community.
A4 All you have to do is register with the
AlA Las Vegas Chapter to be a mentor
for the IDP (Intern Development)
program. Now is the tfime to put your
own experience and expertise fo work. Share your knowledge
with those who can benefit most. Become a Mentor. If you are
interested contact R. Lavigne, Executive Director of AIA Las
Vegas at rlavigne@aianevada.org

NEWS 88_9 NEVADA PUBLIC RADIO
Have you joined Nevada
Public Radio yet? If you

are not already a member,
please consider joining and
supporting NPR. As you
know, the Las Vegas Chapter
of the AlIA is a proud supporter of NPR. Please join and thank
you for supporting Nevada Public Radio and the design and
architecture community.
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