
AIA NEVADA WORKING TO GENERATE JOBS
PAT PUSICH, AIA - 20 IO PRES/DENI, AIA NEVADA

This post week our Governor provided the Slote of the Stote, ond our President
followed with the Stote of the Union. Both speeches included reference to whot
mode us greot ond the potentiol thot we hove 1o be incredible once ogoin. Neither
speech wos optimislic in whot we oll need the mosl help with - creoting jobs.

After 3 yeors of recession, Nevodo hos lost over 180,000 jobs, odding up to over 'l 4.5%

documented unemployment. The effect on the A/E profession hos been much
worse, where our unemployment is closer lo 60% ond poy reductions of over 257o orc
the norm for those who hove been oble to hold on to their job.

Architecture is the "Conory" for the Construclion lndustry, in other words if Architects ore not working now,
there will be few if ony new construction projects for the next 8 to l2 monlhs. The lock of projects in A/E
firms is o precursor thol the downturn will continue ot leost through 201 I ond possibly in to 2012. With this

underslonding, the AIA Nevodo Chopter wos one of the originol members of the Nevodo Building Jobs
Coolition. The Coolition hos now grown lo over 25 orgonizotions, representing over 10,000 Nevodons in neorly
every county ond job type. The AIA is not the lorgest group involved, but we ore one of the most vocol ond
respected. As Brod Von Woert, AIA recently soid, we hove grobbed on to the toil of o big dog ond ore
holding on!

The Coolition hos mel wiih over 12 key Stote Legislotors in Reno ond Los Vegos ond received whot we believe
is o sincere reception. The ldeos ond Position of the Coolition were formolly releosed on Jonuory 20th ond the
north ond south evenis gornered o greot deol of medio ottention with multiple TV, Rodio, ond Newspopers
present. They witnessed o lorge crowd of neorly 300 people hoping to get bock to work ond o smoll sompling
of unused heovy construction equipment sittlng idle ond not generoting ony tox dollors. We presented 5-6
poinis from the report ond osked thru the Medio thot the 201 1 Legislotor ioke oction to gel people bock
io work ond projecls moving forword - or the Stole could be looking ol two more bleok yeors of little or no
construction, further exosperoting the recession. We noted lhot creoting jobs, strengihen our educotion
system, ond keeping our infrostructure current should toke precedence over the stotus quos in our lox bose.
We need to creote 27,000 jobs in the next 'l 8 months to see o posltive movement in our economy.

Ihe poinls we wonled lo hove heord lhol could hove on immediole impocl on jobs include:
l. Creote o stoble, dedicoted revenue source for copitol projects: The Nevodo Job Bonds Support Fund.

2. Require Slole ond Locol Governments to sufficiently invesi in the up keep ond mointenonce of toxpoyer
ossets such os roods, bridges, pipelines, ond public buildings through the Annuol Approprioiions/Authorizotions
dedicoled to o copilol replocement plon.
3. Eliminole Tox Rote Sunsets dedicoted to Copitol Projects, thus increosing flexibiliiy ond occeleroting
essentiol infrostructure projects.
4. Require Locol Governments to provide o Streomlined Permitting Process ond obote fees when o project
puts underutilized property to o higher ond better use; the project creotes more thon 50 jobs; ond projeci
completion is within l2 months.
5. lndex ihe Motor Vehicle Fuel Tox lmposed on the Sole of Motor Vehicle Fuels Stotewide. (currently odopted
in Woshoe Couniy) Directing Additionol Funds to locol Tronsportotion lnfrostruclure Projects.

These ore but 5 of 25 recommendolions for our legislotors to consider if they woni to put Nevodo bock to
work. Mony ideos do not increose the tox rolls, some longer run ideos would, but they would generote long
term sustoinoble diversified job growth. As o stote we hove borrowed this lost yeor neorly $885 million dollors
from the Fed for unemployed worker benefits, oll of which plus Interesl thot we will need to poy bock. We
need 1o put our money ond our people bock lo work, which is the best woy 1o lurn this bottered economy
oround.

I encouroge oll of the AIA Nevodo Membership to write your Stotesmon (Federol os well os Nevodo) ond note
your concern of the economy ond join the Building Jobs Coolition in Corson City this yeor. Pleose see www.
buildingjobscoolition.com for updotes ond the full plon ond how we hove to moke o difference.
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DOUBTE DOWN ON GREAT DESIGN
Ihe world's finest tile ond stone is
on disploy in los Vegos, Morch 201 I .

Coverings feotures North Americo's lorgest
collection of internotionol tile ond stone. Attend
Coverings to indulge in the hottest trends ond
meet the world's most exciting ond innovotive
monufocturers ond ortisons. Discover inspiring
new formots, shopes, ond instollotion methods
thot will elevote ond differentiote your tile ond
stone designs.

leorn ond eorn. Free CEU credits.
After exploring the spectoculor vignettes in the
globol povilions, ottend your choice of more
thon 70 FREE educotion seminors where you con
eorn CEU credits from severol leoding industry
orgonizotions. Brooden your knowledge of the
sustoinoble properties of tile ond stone ond leorn
how to incorporote them into your next green
design plon. Only ot Coverings con you find your
design inspirotion.

COVERINGS, A SURE BET FOR YCUR DESIGN BUSINESS

G(Rrerlngs
THE UTTIMATE CITY FOR THE ULTIMATE TILE + STONE EXPERIENCE

Morch 14-17,2011 I LosVegos, Nevodo, USA I Sonds Expo ond Convenlion Center
Register todoy: coverings.com

Use VIP Code ALVA'l when registering



AlA NEVADA
PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
SEAN COULTER, AIA

Well, Spring is in the oir...o.k., o.k., os I write this letter we ore still in the
throws of Old Mon Winter, but il is 72 degrees ouiside in Jonuory, how
con you beot thot when holf the Country is knee deep in snow? lt's
this time of yeor thot mokes you reolize thot desert living is pretty dorn
good, of leosl for us Southern Nevodons. Whot would moke it even
better is if ihe economy turned oround, which it will, if ii hosn't storted
olreody (pssst, il hosl)

To express our concerns obout the economy ond to moke suggesiions
on whot con be done to improve it, AIA Notionol will be hosting Grossroots in o few weeks in
Woshington D.C. where we will be meeting with our Federol Representolives from Nevodo.
As I mentioned in my lost Presidents messoge, Grossroots gives us o greot opportunily to meet
foce-io-foce with oll of our Representolives; something ihot members in more populoce
stoles seem to find o bit more chollenging. When meeting with our Federol ond Siote
Representotives we will hove four notionol issue briefs 1o dlscuss, they ore:

1. A Tronsportotion Bill to Get our Communilies Moving Agoln,
2. The Morkel for Building Retrofits os on Engine of Economic Growth
3. Regulotory Burdens Thot Hold Smoll Business Bock
4. Unfreeze Credit, Creote Jobs

These four issues ore obviously lmportont to the eniire nolion, but more importontly, our stote.
I hove seen direct resulls from the AIA meeling with our Represeniotives in the post ond my
hope is thot this time there will olso be progress mode even; if we do hove to hike knee deep in
thol while stuff up in D.C.

On o stote level, AIA Nevodo hos been very involved wilh the Building Jobs Coolilion, o group
of concerned orgonizotions ond people involved in the conslruction industry. The group is

creoting o white poper colled Creoling 100,000 Nevodo Jobs thot will propose how to creote
new jobs here in Nevodo. This will give us o more stote-specific focus in Februory os we meet
with our Siote Representolives 1o further discuss the four notionol issues obove, ond just os

importont, focusing on creoting jobs right here in our stote.

So these next few weeks will be quite busy os we meet wilh both Slote ond Federol politicions.
lfeel confident thot os we get more involved with our government, the more we help ourselves
os o profession.

THE REAI VATUE OF YOUR 2O1I DUES

This is the time of yeor when members consider the volue in poying their AIA dues. Eoch person
must decide for him or herself ihe volue of their AIA membership. ln the cunent economic
climote this is on especiolly importonl decision but os you weigh your current income ond the
future, pleose consider the importonce of being o member of ihe AlA.

Now more thon ever, the unity ond the collective voice of the AIA provides more volue for the
individuol member.
Policy mokers ore moking decisions thot will impoct the immediote ond long ronge future of
ihe profession ond it ls the AIA thol is working on the locol, stote ond federol levels to inform
ond educote them to the importonce of the orchiteclurol Industry. On the stoie level, AIA

Nevodo is the collective voice of the orchitecture profession ond is working with the AIA
Nevodo Tosk Force, the Building Jobs Coolilion ond the Pencil Reody Projects ....1o moke sure
thot the orchitect's concerns ond interests ore heord by key decision-mokers of oll levels ond
in the privole sector.

By moinloining your membership you ore supporting lhese importont efforts to generote jobs
ond you ore helping to croft o better fulure for yourself, the profession ond your community.
Renewing your membership in AIA is the most importont investment you con moke for your
future, ond we encouroge you to renew todoy.

2OI I AIA NEVADA
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
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Commillee is preporing for on octive ond importont legislotive
session this yeor. We ore kicking off the month of Februory with
our onnuol Grossroots trip to Woshington DC. During this trip
we will discuss issues importonl to orchiiects wilh our federolly
elected officiols. We look forword to continuing old relotionships
ond forging new ones with newly elecled officiols. This event is

o Iounching point for our onnuol legislotive projects.

Loler in the month we will hove mulliple opportunities to testify
before committees ot the stote legislolure. We hove been
oiding Senotor Horsford develop his legislotive ogendo for the
upcoming session ond will be shoring our ideos ond proposols
1o the legisloture. This is o greot success for our chopter ond
our politicol oction commitiee. We will olso combine our
time in front of the legislotive committees with personol visits
lo mony of ihe elected officiols in Corson City. We welcome
ond encouroge porticipotion of these evenis from ocross our
membership. Pleose let me know if you would like to ottend.

We hove our eyes on mony issues for the upcoming session. We
ore wory of proposols thol ploce undo finonciol burden on the
bocks of smoll businesses such os orchilecis ond wlll work io
eliminole proposols such os this thot moke being on orchitect
more difficult. We ore olso keeping our eyes on chonges to
negotively offecl our schools ond educotion within the slote.
This is certoin to be o session thot chonges the foce ond future
of Nevodo ond we expect to be fully engoged.

Our efforts would not be possible without the dedicotion of the
time ond finonciol resources of our members. We ore thonkful
for the donotions thot hove olreody mode these successes
possible. There is, however, much left to be done. We ore
trying to increose our exposure ond presence in the Nevodo
politicol spectrum ond we need the continued support of eoch
of you. This yeor I would like to set o lofty gool for our finonciol
donotions. I woni 1o roise $5000 for our AIA Nevodo PAC. This
is still o minimol percentoge of whot the AGC PAC roised lost
yeor, but it is o fontoslic step for us. To, hopefully, stimulote your
donotions I om willing to offer up some personol shome.

lf we reoch our gool, lwill wosh Rondy Lovigne's cor ot the
AIA offices in whotever "get-up" the membership chooses.
However, to get your "right to vote" on the chosen outfit you
must donote ot
leost $250 os on
individuol/ $500
os o compony
throughout the yeor
(eoch compony
only gets 1 vote.)
I'm ofroid finoloutfit
opprovol must poss
the inspection of
Mrs. Roberts. lf il's
something thot
she's not willing to
see, she won't ollow
you to seel Let's
see if we con reoch
our gooll

AIA NEVADA TASK FORCE
ON NEVADA'S FUTURE

AIA Nevodo leodership hos
been working closely with
Senotor Steven Horsford to
illustroie the importonce of
o diversified economy for
Nevodo ond how this will help

to generote jobs in the design
ond conslruction induslry, os well os other industries ocross the
stote.

The AIA Nevodo Tosk Force (consisting of ED VANCE, AlA, J.
WINDOM KIMSEY, FAIA, ERIC ROBERTS, AIA, MIKE DET GATTO,
AIA, RICK VAN DIEPEN, ASSOC. AIA. CHRIS LUJAN. DEBI RAFFI
ond RANDY IAVIGNE, HON. AIA) hos creoted o presentotion
in powerpoint formot entitled "Envisioning Nevodo's Future -
Illustroted". lt oddresses ond illustrotes key issues of the reseorch
document provided by Moody's Anolytics for the Nevodo
Vision Slokeholder Group.

Specificolly AIA Nevodo's presentotion looks ot
1. Multi-Modol Tronsportotion
2. Medicol Tourism
3. Reseorch & Development
4. Educotion

On Jonuory 20th, we met wilh Senotor Horsford to review
the presentotion for the first time. He wos very pleosed with
contenl ond the creotive preseniotion of the informoiion. All
members of the Tosk Force hove provided voluoble reseorch
ond Ed Vonce did on excellent job in creoting it. ln reviewing
the presentotion, the Senotor requested thot we include o
section on "lnfrosiructure" utilizing some of the ideos included
in the Building Jobs Coolitio, Creoting 100,000 Jobs In Nevodo
documeni which support his bill drofts to generote (immediole)
jobs. Ed Vonce ond Eric Roberts ore reseorching this new
section ond will include it olong wilh the other updotes. The
revised edition wlll be reody for presentotion by Februory lst,
20r r.

AIA Nevodo will then trovel to Corson City, where we hove
been invited to moke ihe presenlotion to severol legislotive
committees. The objective is to provide bockground
informoiion for upcoming proposed bills ond to inform ond
enlighten members of the legisloture with regord to these oreos
of discussion.

The first presentotion will be to the lnterim Finonce Commiltee,
on Februory 3rd, 201 L Other committee meeting
presentotions will be scheduled during the weeks of Februory
7 - l8 ond will include: Select Committee on Economic
Growth ond Employment - SENATOR KIHUEN; Tronsportotion
Committee - SENATOR BREEDEN; ond Heolth & Humon Services
- SENATOR COPENING.

Additionol updotes will be provided throughout the Legislotive
session, ond lhe AIA Nevodo Tosk Force will continue 1o work
with the Building Jobs Coolition to present ideos ond techniques
designed lo generote jobs in the design ond construction
industry.

AIA NEVADA POIITICAt
ACTION COMMITTEE
ER'C ROBERIS, A'A
A'A NVSGN COORD'NAIOR

AIA NEVADA
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