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AIA NEVADA WORKING TO GENERATE JOBS
PAT PUSICH, AIA - 2010 PRESIDENT, AIA NEVADA

This past week our Governor provided the State of the State, and our President
followed with the State of the Union. Both speeches included reference to what
made us great and the potential that we have to be incredible once again. Neither
speech was optimistic in what we all need the most help with - creating jobs.

After 3 years of recession, Nevada has lost over 180,000 jobs, adding up to over 14.5%
documented unemployment. The effect on the A/E profession has been much
worse, where our unemployment is closer to 60% and pay reductions of over 25% are
the norm for those who have been able to hold on to their job.

Architecture is the “Canary" for the Construction Industry, in other words if Architects are not working now,
there will be few if any new construction projects for the next 8 to 12 months. The lack of projects in A/E

firms is a precursor that the downtumn will continue at least through 2011 and possibly in to 2012. With this
understanding, the AIA Nevada Chapter was one of the original members of the Nevada Building Jobs
Coalition. The Coalition has now grown to over 25 organizations, representing over 10,000 Nevadans in nearly
every county and job type. The AlA is not the largest group involved, but we are one of the most vocal and
respected. As Brad Van Woert, AlA recently said, we have grabbed on to the tail of a big dog and are
holding on!

The Coadlition has met with over 12 key State Legislators in Reno and Las Vegas and received what we believe
is a sincere reception. The Ideas and Position of the Coalition were formally released on January 20th and the
north and south events garnered a great deal of media attention with multiple TV, Radio, and Newspapers
present. They witnessed a large crowd of nearly 300 people hoping to get back to work and a small sampling
of unused heavy construction equipment sitting idle and not generating any tax dollars. We presented 5-6
points from the report and asked thru the Media that the 2011 Legislator take action to get people back

to work and projects moving forward - or the State could be looking at two more bleak years of little or no
construction, further exasperating the recession. We noted that creating jobs, strengthen our education
system, and keeping our infrastructure current should take precedence over the status quos in our tax base.
We need to create 27,000 jobs in the next 18 months to see a positive movement in our economy.

The points we wanted to have heard that could have an immediate impact on jobs include:

1. Create a stable, dedicated revenue source for capital projects: The Nevada Job Bonds Support Fund.

2. Require State and Local Governments to sufficiently invest in the up keep and maintenance of taxpayer
assets such as roads, bridges, pipelines, and public buildings through the Annual Appropriations/Authorizations
dedicated to a capital replacement plan.

3. Eliminate Tax Rate Sunsets dedicated to Capital Projects, thus increasing flexibility and accelerating
essential infrastructure projects.

4. Require Local Governments to provide a Streamlined Permitting Process and abate fees when a project
puts underutilized property to a higher and better use; the project creates more than 50 jobs; and project
completion is within 12 months.

5. Index the Motor Vehicle Fuel Tax Imposed on the Sale of Motor Vehicle Fuels Statewide. (currently adopted
in Washoe County) Directing Additional Funds to local Transportation Infrastructure Projects.

These are but 5 of 25 recommendations for our legislators to consider if they want to put Nevada back to
work. Many ideas do not increase the tax rolls, some longer run ideas would, but they would generate long
term sustainable diversified job growth. As a state we have borrowed this last year nearly $885 million dollars
from the Fed for unemployed worker benefits, all of which plus interest that we will need to pay back. We
need to put our money and our people back to work, which is the best way to turn this battered economy
around.

| encourage all of the AIA Nevada Membership to write your Statesman (Federal as well as Nevada) and note
your concern of the economy and join the Building Jobs Coalition in Carson City this year. Please see www.
buildingjobscoalition.com for updates and the full plan and how we have to make a difference.
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ADVERTISE WITH AIA NEVADA

The world’s finest tile and stone is
on display in Las Vegas, March 2011.

Coverings features North America’s largest
collection of international tile and stone. Attend
Coverings to indulge in the hottest trends and
meet the world’s most exciting and innovative
manufacturers and artisans. Discover inspiring
new formats, shapes, and installation methods
that will elevate and differentiate your tile and
stone designs.

DOUBLE DOWN ON GREAT DESIGN

Learn and earn. Free CEU credits.

After exploring the spectacular vignettes in the
global pavilions, attend your choice of more
than 70 FREE education seminars where you can
earn CEU credits from several leading industry
organizations. Broaden your knowledge of the
sustainable properties of tile and stone and learn
how to incorporate them into your next green
design plan. Only at Coverings can you find your
design inspiration.

COVERINGS. A SURE BET FOR YOUR DESIGN BUSINESS.

coverings

THE ULTIMATE CITY FOR THE ULTIMATE TILE + STONE EXPERIENCE

March 14-17,2011 | Las Vegas, Nevada, USA | Sands Expo and Convention Center

Register today: coverings.com

Use VIP Code ALVA1 when registering.




AlA NEVADA

PRESIDENT’'S MESSAGE
SEAN COULTER, AIA

Well, Spring is in the air...o.k., o.k., as | write this lefter we are still in the
throws of Old Man Winter, but it is 72 degrees outside in January, how
can you beat that when half the Country is knee deep in snow? It's
this time of year that makes you realize that desert living is pretty darn
good, at least for us Southern Nevadans. What would make it even
better is if the economy turned around, which it will, if it hasn’t started
already (pssst, it has!)

To express our concerns about the economy and to make suggestions
on what can be done to improve it, AIA National will be hosting Grassroots in a few weeks in
Washington D.C. where we will be meeting with our Federal Representatives from Nevada.
As | mentioned in my last Presidents message, Grassroots gives us a great opportunity to meet
face-to-face with all of our Representatives; something that members in more populace
states seem to find a bit more challenging. When meeting with our Federal and State
Representatives we will have four national issue briefs to discuss, they are:

1. A Transportation Bill to Get our Communities Moving Again,

2. The Market for Building Retrofits as an Engine of Economic Growth
3. Regulatory Burdens That Hold Small Business Back

4. Unfreeze Credit, Create Jobs

These four issues are obviously important to the entire nation, but more importantly, our state.

| have seen direct results from the AIA meeting with our Representatives in the past and my
hope is that this time there will also be progress made even; if we do have to hike knee deep in
that white stuff up in D.C.

On a state level, AIA Nevada has been very involved with the Building Jobs Coalition, a group
of concerned organizations and people involved in the construction industry. The group is
creating a white paper called Creating 100,000 Nevada Jobs that will propose how to create
new jobs here in Nevada. This will give us a more state-specific focus in February as we meet
with our State Representatives to further discuss the four national issues above, and just as
important, focusing on creating jobs right here in our state.

So these next few weeks will be quite busy as we meet with both State and Federal politicians.
| feel confident that as we get more involved with our government, the more we help ourselves
as a profession.

THE REAL VALUE OF YOUR 2011 DUES

This is the time of year when members consider the value in paying their AIA dues. Each person
must decide for him or herself the value of their AIA membership. In the current economic
climate this is an especially important decision but as you weigh your current income and the
future, please consider the importance of being a member of the AlA.

Now more than ever, the unity and the collective voice of the AIA provides more value for the
individual member.

Policy makers are making decisions that willimpact the immediate and long range future of
the profession and it is the AIA that is working on the local, state and federal levels to inform
and educate them to the importance of the architectural industry. On the state level, AlA
Nevada is the collective voice of the architecture profession and is working with the AlA
Nevada Task Force, the Building Jobs Coalition and the Pencil Ready Projects ....to make sure
that the architect’s concermns and interests are heard by key decision-makers at all levels and
in the private sector.

By maintaining your membership you are supporting these important efforts to generate jobs
and you are helping to craft a better future for yourself, the profession and your community.
Renewing your membership in AlA is the most important investment you can make for your
future, and we encourage you to renew today.
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AlA NEVADA POLITICAL
ACTION COMMITTEE

ERIC ROBERTS, AIA

AIA NV SGN COORDINATOR

FEAIANV
~PAC

Committee is preparing for an active and important legislative
session this year. We are kicking off the month of February with
our annual Grassroofts trip fo Washington DC. During this trip

we will discuss issues important to architects with our federally
elected officials. We look forward to continuing old relationships
and forging new ones with newly elected officials. This event is
a launching point for our annual legislative projects.

Later in the month we will have multiple opportunities to testify
before committees at the state legislature. We have been
aiding Senator Horsford develop his legislative agenda for the
upcoming session and will be sharing our ideas and proposals
to the legislature. This is a great success for our chapter and
our political action committee. We will also combine our

time in front of the legislative committees with personal visits
to many of the elected officials in Carson City. We welcome
and encourage participation at these events from across our
membership. Please let me know if you would like to attend.

We have our eyes on many issues for the upcoming session. We
are wary of proposals that place undo financial burden on the
backs of small businesses such as architects and will work to
eliminate proposals such as this that make being an architect
more difficult. We are also keeping our eyes on changes to
negatively affect our schools and education within the state.
This is certain to be a session that changes the face and future
of Nevada and we expect to be fully engaged.

Our efforts would not be possible without the dedication of the
time and financial resources of our members. We are thankful
for the donations that have already made these successes
possible. There is, however, much left to be done. We are
trying to increase our exposure and presence in the Nevada
political spectrum and we need the continued support of each
of you. This year | would like to set a lofty goal for our financial
donations. | want to raise $5000 for our AIA Nevada PAC. This

is still @ minimal percentage of what the AGC PAC raised last
year, but it is a fantastic step for us. To, hopefully, stimulate your
donations | am willing to offer up some personal shame.

If we reach our goal, | will wash Randy Lavigne's car at the
AlA offices in whatever "get-up” the membership chooses.
However, to get your "right to vote” on the chosen outfit you
must donate at
least $250 as an
individual / $500

as a company
throughout the year
(each company
only gets 1 vote.)
I'm afraid final outfit
approval must pass
the inspection of
Mrs. Roberts. If it's
something that
she’s not willing to
see, she won't allow
you to seel Let's
see if we can reach
our goal!

AIA NEVADA TASK FORCE
ON NEVADA'S FUTURE

AIA Nevada leadership has
been working closely with
Senator Steven Horsford to
illustrate the importance of

a diversified economy for
Nevada and how this will help
to generate jobs in the design
and construction industry, as well as other industries across the
state.

The AIA Nevada Task Force (consisting of ED VANCE, AlA, J.
WINDOM KIMSEY, FAIA, ERIC ROBERTS, AIA, MIKE DEL GATTO,
AlA, RICK VAN DIEPEN, ASSOC. AIA, CHRIS LUJAN, DEBI RAFFI
and RANDY LAVIGNE, HON. AIA) has created a presentation

in powerpoint format entitled “Envisioning Nevada's Future —
lllustrated”. It addresses and illustrates key issues of the research
document provided by Moody's Analytics for the Nevada
Vision Stakeholder Group.

Specifically AIA Nevada's presentation looks at....
1. Multi-Modal Transportation

2. Medical Tourism

3. Research & Development

4. Education

On January 20th, we met with Senator Horsford to review

the presentation for the first time. He was very pleased with
content and the creative presentation of the information. Al
members of the Task Force have provided valuable research
and Ed Vance did an excellent job in creating it. In reviewing
the presentation, the Senator requested that we include a
section on “Infrastructure” utilizing some of the ideas included
in the Building Jobs Coadlitio, Creating 100,000 Jobs in Nevada
document which support his bill drafts to generate (immediate)
jobs. Ed Vance and Eric Roberts are researching this new
section and will include it along with the other updates. The
revised edition will be ready for presentation by February 1st,
2011.

AlA Nevada will then travel to Carson City, where we have
been invited to make the presentation to several legislative
committees. The objective is to provide background
information for upcoming proposed bills and to inform and
enlighten members of the legislature with regard to these areas
of discussion.

The first presentation will be to the Interim Finance Committee,
on February 3rd, 2011.  Other committee meeting
presentations will be scheduled during the weeks of February

7 =18 and will include: Select Committee on Economic
Growth and Employment - SENATOR KIHUEN; Transportation
Committee — SENATOR BREEDEN; and Health & Human Services
— SENATOR COPENING.

Additional updates will be provided throughout the Legislative
session, and the AIA Nevada Task Force will continue to work
with the Building Jobs Coalition to present ideas and techniques
designed to generate jobs in the design and construction
industry.



