DECEMBER 2010

HOLIDAY IN WHOVILLE!

Even though the “Grinch” (AKA The Economy) has
been a nasty monster this year.... Here in “Whoville”
we will still find cause for joy and celebration. Join us
for a “Holiday in Whoville" -- We'll fight off the Grinch
with good humor, great food and holiday cheer.
(Remember last year's Charlie Brown Christmas?
Great fun, wasn't it!)  So, this year's Holiday
Celebration will be even better.

This is the time of year when we want to thank those
who have served the Chapter ....and recognize those
who have helped to build a better community. We
will present the Livable Community Award, take a look
at the great work being done by Nevada architects,
recognize the services of committee chairs, board
members and sponsors. And, we will also swear-in (not at) the new members of the 2011
Board of Directors.

This is the time of year when we remember others. Don't forget to bring your donation for
Safe Nest. This can be any item that you feel would help or bring joy to the victims of domestic
abuse - toys for children, any personal care items for women, food, baby products, and even
a check or a gift card. New this year, we are also collecting used eyeglasses for the Blind
Center of Nevada, so bring along those old glasses and help someone else have a wonderful
Holiday Season.

A HOLIDAY IN WHOVILLE

2011 CALENDAR OF

EVENTS The “who's down in whoville" have prepared a great feast...
Including “who pudding" “who hash” and “roast beast"!

We'll thank all our leaders and friends of the Chapter...
And remember their screw-ups with good natured laughter.

Heady libations will be poured with caprice...
and each “who" at each table makes their own centerpiece.

We will award prizes....we'll toast the New Year...
We'll enjoy being together with Holiday Cheer.

We will celebrate achievements .... In the past year we'llrevel...
And tell the Grinch-like economy....to go fo the devill!

Make your plans now to celebrate a “Holiday in Whoville” on Wednesday,
December 15th, in the Auditorium of the Historic Fifth Street School, 6:00PM.
2011 WMR RSVP online at adialasvegas.org — Members $25.00 / Non-members $50.00.
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Affordable Concepts, Inc.

General Contractor

Building for Southern Nevada Since 1985 with

INEE

TIT Accountability - Commitment - Integrity

Site Development

Design Build

Tenant Improvements

www.affordableconcepts.com
702-399-3330

Innovative

Surround yourself with ideas at our 4-acre facility and
showroom where we conduct ongoing research and
development to ensure we continue to innovate and
bring you solutions.

Concrete

With over 100 years experience. concrete is what we
know. From specification writing, sample development,
cost budgeting. and project installation. our concrete
experts are available to offer knowledge and support.

Systems

Installing superior concrete paving involves a system:
proper subgrade. formwork. reinforcement. joint
control, finishing, sealing, and maintenance. There are
no shortcuts to providing a high level of craftsmanship.

TEP—EW 800-239-3046
§SQ]\J_SJII\L www.tbpenick.com
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THE CHAPTER

AlA LAS VEGAS
PRESIDENT’'S MESSAGE
DEEPIKA PADAM, AlA, LEED AP

I have truly enjoyed writing the monthly message as the Chapter
President. | write in my diary occasionally since childhood. FORUM
provided an extension to my diary and made it public, by letting me
talk to you, my invisible readers. The year has come to an end faster
than Iimagined and | will miss you. In my last article, | would like to
thank all those that helped the Chapter be profitable this yearin the
midst of recession.

Profitable you say2 Of course! First off, a big thanks to you for continuing to be a member
of the Chapter, for attending our programs, and for your contributions to the profession.
Thanks to all the sponsors for your support to the chapter. | must thank the Chapter
Treasurer, MIKE ANDERSEN, AIA, for his thorough financial reports every month that kept
us on track with our funds. The staff came up with some great ideas this year to diversify
the financial resources, so thanks to RANDY, KELLY and DEBI. Thanks to all the board
members who helped not only generate some income and attendance at events, but for
their volunteer time towards the organization and envisioning the future of the chapter.

I would especially like to thank our committee chairs, who often go unnoticed, but work
very diligently in their roles — JIM STROH, AIA, Codes Committee; PAUL CLINE, AIA, Chair of
EPYAF; ERIC ROBERTS, AIA, SGN Representative; ROCHELLE WALLIS, AIA, Golf Tournament;
YISSA RENTARIA, ASSOC. AlA, High School Design Awards.

When | was reminded that | may give out a President’s Award as | leave this role in
December, | was faced with the biggest personal challenge of the year. This award is
given by the president to that individual or organization that has either contributed the
most towards the chapter during the year or it may be a personal award by the President
to someone who made it possible for him/her to serve in the role. Being an emotional
woman, | immediately knew that my award will be in the latter category. So | started by
thanking God for this opportunity and went down the list.

| wouldn't be who | am without my parents. They gave me the necessary education and
character that brought me here. My sister gave me guidance while my brother filed my
life with laughter. My husband supported me in every manner and encouraged me every
day to never be intimidated and face every challenge with courage. We often take our
families for granted. But they are the ones who give us the reason to try o be a good
person. | fry.

But the President’s Award is really not about that. When |

think of it, | think of the person who put me in this spot. It is the
person for whom nothing | do is ever good enough. Every day
is a challenge with him because he is so much better and

too much ahead in the race. | strive to gain is approval, and
fail most of the time. | don't enjoy failing. So | try harder the

next day. It is this constant effort that brought me to AIA from
USGBC, made me a board member, and run as the Chapter
President. | have far to go because | am frying to catch up to
him. | doubt I'll ever get there, but life is only exciting to me if
there is a challenge ahead. | am very thankful to him for being
my inspiration; | hope that someday | can reach his heights and
finally gain his approval. (Don't misunderstand me.... He hasn't
set any demands of me. | do what | am or what I'm trying to be
on my own free willl) He is an architect who not only does good
work, but contributes to the society through his commitment to
the profession and AIA. He is good humored, friendly, a good person, cares about people,
and loves his family. | value the combination of all these qualities. My President’s Award
goes to my role model, my boss, J. WINDOM KIMSEY, FAIA.
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