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Now is the time to prepare for the 2011 Legislative Session and to anticipate and examine the
issues that will be important to architects and the design and construction industry when voting

in November. AIA members know all too well how hard this financial crisis has hit firms and their
employees. That’'s why the AIA has made economic recovery for the profession its top advocacy
priority through its Rebuild & Renew plan (www.aia.org/rebuildandrenew). The design and
construction industry in Nevada is key to the revitalization of our state and local economy and our
focus is putting architects back to work.

AIA Nevada's Pencil Ready Phase Il program is aligned with the Nevada Chapters of the
Association of General Contractors, and a number of engineering, confracting and labor
associations to bring forth to the 2011 Nevada Legislature, and the political candidates, the
importance of the construction industry to Nevada, with a focus on vertical/building construction.
The name of this effort is the “Building Nevada Jobs Coadlition”. The movement stresses the
importance of developing a strategy to bring private and public funding forward to start a
sustainable recovery process. The Coalition meets every two weeks with video conferences
between Reno and Las Vegas, and is working to raise approximately $50K to develop an
appropriate information package in order to get the message out to the appropriate legislators
and decision makers across the state.

The Coalition will develop a strategy to educate the public and the
AIA NV GOVERNOR legislative body of Nevada with the hope to have positive legislation in

CANDIDATES FORUM the 2011 session to help:

PAGE 3 Recommit to Economic Development
Deploy a Nevada Business First Strategy
Get ahead of the Renewable Energy Curve
Invest in Education

Develop a 20-year State Transportation Plan

AIA NEVADA Promote and Enhance Rural Development Grants

EXCELLENCE IN Create a Federal Funding Task Force

DESIGN AWARDS AIA Nevada's primary focus for the remainder of this year will be this
effort and getting our legislative leaders to understand the importance

PAGE 6 of investing in the infrastructure of Nevada, the necessity of vertical

construction to our economic recovery and that the future of the state
depends upon improving and supporting our entire education system
from Kindergarten through our University system. We will accomplish our
EPYAF EVENTS goals through our collaboration with the Building Nevada Jobs Coalition
and our own lobbying efforts utilizing members and our lobbyist, Fred
Hillerby. We need the support of our member's time and our member’s
contribution dollars. We are confident that our efforts can make a positive
impact for the architectural profession and our members.

AlA Nevada has also established the AIA NV PAC...dedicated to
protecting and supporting architects and the profession by monitoring
legislative issues and contributing to the candidates who champion issues that are important

to our members and who work for the betterment of our communities. Join us! Contact Eric
Roberts, AIA at eroberts@sh-architecture.com or rlavigne@aianevada.org o make a contribution
or get involved. For more information on the AIA NV PAC, please visit www.aianevada.org.
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PRESIDENT’'S MESSAGE
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I spend four hours a day on average on the web outside my
professional life. | have a web identity and partly live in that virtual
world. | socialize through Facebook, communicate via six different
email addresses, follow through Twitter, network through Linkedin,
survive through design competitions, and project through my blog
on Tumblr. | am working on my website so | may begin to share and
express. There are many people like me who live part of their lives
in the digital world. | prefer my laptop to smoky casinos or crowded
High’fdubs and bars. When | need a break, | travel to explore unknown destinations.

‘recen’rly came across the subject of digital deaths. People are now creating
memonohzed profiles” to leave their messages behind when they die. It creates a
latform of communication among friends and strangers that share memories of the
eceased. No, | will not invest into creating a digital legacy; it's just interesting how we

re moving away from live interactions in this Skype world. Forget the idea of research on
ur fingertips through World Wide Web, that's old news. But it has transformed the society
ylobally with one of the biggest impacts on the communication modes.

igital Architecture has risen out of the norm as a specialty, as a style, as an architectural
tatement. Digital architecture is the destination commencing with the academia and
assing through the competition world. It may or may not materialize, but it exists in time.
ignature work of Zaha Hadid and UNStudio are examples of well established firms that
pecidlize in digital architecture, much of which doesn't get built. From art installations to
patial construction, digital architecture allows idea sharing at the conceptual level of our
~reative minds that the practical world may never accept. It is an extremely important
srena of our profession that seldom is respected in lieu of the built work. There are few who
ave figured out a way to make a living through digital architecture. Many bring it out
hrough retail or hospitality projects, while the starchitects use it at a grander scale. People
yre coming up with grand ideas everyday for energy independence through virtual
nodes of expression. We are able to see beyond current possibilities leading to innovations
>f the future.

digital architecture allows you to play with the materials.

Nhile in a real project you might be bound by how large

3 certain rainscreen panel may be, in the virtual world you

nay challenge the boundaries of material possibilities. Three
Jniversity of Michigan students invented the “FattyShell”

couple months ago, which is “a project rooted in materials
esearch and applications for new methods of elastic formwork
casting derived from minimal surface algorithmic geometries.”
Source: http://www.dezeen.com/2010/05/19/fattyshell-v-

ﬁ) 1-by-kyle-a-sturgeon-chris-holzwart-and-kelly-raczkowski)

3y pouring concrete between two layers of rubber sewn
ogether, a free-flowing result is created. At the same time,
ome students of Architectural Association Design Research
aboratory at London invented a similar product, called
Srompies. They used plaster and Lycra instead of concrete
and rubber. (Source: http://www.dezeen.com/2010/05/06/
grompies-by-berndon—corlin) Who thought of it first, | have no
clue!

|

'he Digital Life has its benefits. It allows innovation and
nteraction. The e-social networking is not a sign of a shy person
or a nerd. To me it's a sign of a person who lives and breathes
~vhat one enjoys. It brings like-minded people closer than ever.
f it is used as a right tool, it can work marvels for you. | believe GROMPIES
1hc11 it is important to know many people and know them

well, not just in your hometown but worldwide. It is imperative

o grow your creativity long after you have graduated through means such as digital
t:rchnecfure It will keep you young and connected with the inventions worldwide.
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