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REJUVENATING ARCHITECTURE
20IO THEME
BY DEEPIKA PADAM, AIA
PRESIDENI, A'A LAS VEGAS

The colls storted in 2008... "ls your firm hiring? I'm looking." The colls increosed with time
Holfwoy through 2009, the phone wenl silenl. The loy-offs hodn'f stopped, but it wos
known by then thot nobody wos hiring. Firm owners hod lost well-troined competent
employees. The decisions were tough ond heortbreoking, but hod to be mode.
Monogers lost key teom members, while the teom members lost lheir source of income
Some were forced lo chonge their field to moke ends meet, some moved owoy, while
others ore just woiting. Everybody lost top to bottom. The biggesl loss... morole.

Whol do we do when we've suffered o mojor loss? We fight bock! Forget the post, its
history. We need to spend our energy looking oheod, not in the reorview mirror. The
innovotors ond risk-tokers will survive; lhose who woit for the better times ore not the
fittest. The focus needs to shift to future possibilities ond moking them hoppen through
ony ossocioted costs. The key tool- odoptobility. Future is uncertoin; but if things were
certoin, there'll be no reoson lo fight!

AIA is the flower thot blooms from the energy of ils members. lf
membership goes weok, this flower will wilt. Thot is why it is criticol
to empower our forces os the first step. As AIA Los Vegos jumps
inlo 2010, we will begin with o renewed force, enthusiosm, ond
possion to overcome hurdles ond emerge os o powerfulresource
for the profession. We olreody hove o leod through the Pencil-reody
Compoign cotching notionol ottention. By continuing lo use our
strengths ond poying speciol ottention to our weok links, we sholl
overcome. The goolwill be to couse rebirth of Committee on the
Environment, nurturing of Emerging Professionols/Young Architects
Forum. ond exponsion of the fomily to generol public through lhe
Friends of AIA progrom. While reenergizing our membership, our next
step will be to build the ommunition.

Close ottention will be poid to P&L morgins of AlA, which hos
suffered the times like ony other business. The environment will be
stimuloted through project tours with invited critics, RTC bus tour
with ortists, increosed involvement of students. interns ond young
orchitects, closer relotionship with municipolities, speciol ottention to
governonce, ond o slrong end of the yeor through the lron Architect
sustoinobility competition. The Design Awords, Golf Tournoment.
Unbuilt Architecture Exhibition, ond Holidoy Celebrotion will continue
to enliven our spirits. We will emerge from the oshes victorious ond
rejuvenoted like o phoenix.

Let us reestoblish orchitects os the leoders of the built environment. To rejuvenoting
orchitecture!
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ORWIN YSTEMS ARCHITECTURAL DOORS . FRAMES O HARDWARE

Life Safety...

Can Be Complex

o Smoke
. Fire
o Positive Pressure
. Means of Egress

c Area of Refuge
r Exit Discharge

May We Write A Specification ForYou?
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ADVERTISE WITH AIA LAS VEGAS

lohn I[ Glancu fflG/GllG I President I ltoruin $ystems I lloruin lnsrallarion
,02.616.3133 | iclancy@ilotuinsustems.Gom

T

r J
7

@t

1

3r

1

h

.-

i

J 1!

f
"/t

/tt

rilt

.T

h F
I

t \

II

&

!
i

a

I t
I

r t

Eu
6
E
U

=



New Girlin lhe City

Like olhers who come before me, I broughl some dreoms with my
luggoge when lcome to Americo. With on exceptionol experience
ol University of Michigon ond o successful coreer ol Los Vegos,
lhose dreoms come lrue. I still remember the doy I hod londed ot
Boston ofter o journey of over 24 hours from Punjob. I come from

one porodise lo onother, but fell lhe differences immediotely. Time flies... I've spent one
third of my life in lhis country now! Punjob wos my home growing up filled with pleosont
memories. ln jusi o few yeors, I've begun to feel o stronge love for United Stotes os my new
home. Whot lies ot lhe core of this love? My exciting job? My involvement with AIA ond
USGBC? My cute little house? Or my independence? Whol hos this country ond Los Vegos
given me thot I didn't hove in lndio?

The onswer hos been in front of me oll olong... ljusl didn'f reolize il until recently

I've hod some greot experiences in this lond of opportunities. Getting lhe orchitecture
license in lndio wos o process, but it felt like on ochievement here. Being oble to teoch
LEED closses hos been morvelous. Serving on the USGBC Nevodo Boord hos been
obsolulely brilliont. And the few yeors I've been on lhe AIA Los vegos boord ore on
omozingly differenl story. But these ore not the centrol reosons for my love for this ploce.
When I look bock ot oll of these milestones, I wonder if the joy of moking o new home here
would hove been lhe some wilhoul lhe people olong the woyl

Jomes Choffers troined me, while Allen Sholfer is the one who firsl showed me the direction
lowords odvoncemenl of my green building ombilions. Gorry Hoholic encouroged me
lo gel involved with USGBC, while Lonce Kirk helped moke it hoppen. Windom Kimsey's
voice is still in my heod when he first inlroduced me to Wode Simpson, "Wotch this girl,
she'llbe on lhe AIA boord somedoy." lknew lhen thol lwillprove him right. Mork Hoboico
gove me the confidence lo run for the Presidenl-Elecl position, while Mike Del Gotto stood
behind my efforts lowords EPYAF. And the person who motivotes me every single doy is

my husbond, Jogon Singh. He is the mosl ombitious ond inlelligent mon I've mel ond he
inspires me everydoy to do beller. The nomes ore endless, but their involuoble support is

limitless.

When I hod first come here, I hod my gools stroighl. But now I know thot the joy of
ochieving lhese gools is meoningful only when shored wilh olhers. Only now do I see
thot my stronge love for this city is octuolly one wilh lhe otlitude of lhe people ond the
encourogement they offer.

Uniled Slotes is os lough os il is beoutiful. lf we pouse for o moment from running ofter our
gools ond think of whot reolly molters, life will oppeor specloculorl I om living the life of oll
lhose who come lo this counlry before me wilh big dreoms ond ospirolions. I hope you'll
join me in reliving the moments you or your onceslors lived. Join me in living the Americon
Dreom!
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As porf of our 2009 AIA Los Vegos End of Yeor
Holidoy Event, we roosled our Boord members. Ihis
imoge wos used to illustrote lhof Deepiko Podom,
AIA is going to be fhe first femole presidenf of lhe
AIA Los Vegos Chopter in 2010..... ond her new
book hos jusl been pub/ished.
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JANUARY MEETING
CREATING CITY CENTER. A PROJECT TOUR BY GENSLER

Gensler is o globol orchileclure, design, plonning ond consulting firm - 2000+ professionols
in 32 locotions. One of lheir most oslounding projects is the lorgesl, most foscinoling ond
tolked-obout project in lhe world. CITY CENTER LAS VEGAS. Gensler hos worked hond in
hond with MGM Miroge to creole the urbone ond sustoinoble "city within o city" thot
redefines Los Vegos. On Wednesdoy, Jonuory 2}lh,2OlO...Gensler's Los Vegos AIA
Members - Steve Ronck, AlA, Bill Hebinck, Bob Stefko ond Jordon McGee will provide o
lour of the City Cenler project especiolly for AIA Los Vegos members ond friends.

Leorn obout the chollenge of creoling lhe world's lorgest LEED developmenl from
concepl lo complelion in five yeors, ond see the behind the scenes spoces, plonning ond
operolions thot hove brought this imogined metropolis inlo reolity.

PTEASE NOTE: To porticipote in the Tour of City Center, you MUST RSVP on the www.
oiolosvegos.org website. Select Events, Select Colendor, Select the City Center Tour ond
RSVP. Members $25 / Non-members $50. Those who RSVP by Mondoy, Jonuory l8th, will
receive o confirmolion odvising porking ond meeting locolions for lhe lour. No wolk-ins.

FEBRUARY MEETING
A GREEN TlE GAIA FOR SENATE MAJORITY TEADER HARRY REID

On Februory l7th, AIA Los Vegos will join with lhe Nevodo Conservotion Leogue lo solule
Senotor Horry Reid, ond to recognize his efforts to moke Nevodo o leoder in providing
renewoble energy for lhe notion. We believe thol Nevodons hove o right to o cleon ond
heollhy environment. ln Nevodo, conservotion minded voters hove no better odvocote
thon Senotor Horry Reid. He hos brought over 1.5 billion dollors lo Nevodo to oid in
economic recovery ond over 2.1 million to lhe stote to help creote jobs in renewoble
energy projects ond to help lower lhe cosl of energy bills. We ore honored to hove such
o greot leoder, ond ore hoppy to join with NCL in hosling this event to soy thonk you for
the work he hos done on beholf of conservotion ond the developmenl of o cleon energy
economy in our stole. We could think of nolhing more oppropriote lhon o Green Tie
Golo........So put on your best green ond come join us in honoring the best friend the
conservotion communily hos ever hod.....Senotor Horry Reid.

This evenl is o fund-roiser for the Nevodo Conservotion Leogue, on independent, non-
portison voice of the Conservolion Community thot works every doy lo mointoin ond
enhonce lhe nolurol chorocler of Nevodo ond the quolity of life for oll Nevodons. AIA Los
Vegos is on independent, non-portison voice in the orchitecturol ond design community
working lo enhonce, improve ond prolect our communities ond our built environment.
The Green Tie Golo will be held in the oudilorium ot the Historic Fifth Street School ot
6:00PM on Wednesdoy, Februory 17lh 2OlO. Ticket soles willcommence ond RSVP's will
be loken for the event beginning on Jonuory l5ih oi lhe Nevodo Conservotion Leogue
website www.nvgreenvote.org. The ticket price hos not been determined yet, but oll of
the informotion will be posted on the websile by Jonuory l5th.

I SPONSORSHIPS NOW AVAItABtE FOR 2O1O

Moke the most of your AIA membership. We've reduced the
sponsorship fees ond increosed the benefits for oll our progroms
ond evenls in 2010. Utilize the greol morketing opportunities thot
ore provided through AIA meelings ond events. Toke o look ot
the Plolinum, Gold ond Silver sponsorships os well os individuol
opportunities for Membership Meetings, C.E. Progroms, 37th
Annuol Golf Tournoment, Archileclure Week, Leorn Aboul-Turn
Aboul Producl Show ond the 2010 Holidoy Celebrotion. All

events ore plonned lo provide moximum exposure ond morketing effeciiveness for
sponsors. Go to www.oiolosvegos.org ond select Sponsorship & Advertising. Moke your
plons now ond conloct AIA Los Vegos -702395.0935 or rlovigne@oionevodo.org

CHAPTER EVENTS

WETCOME NEW MEMBERS

ROBIRT TIAESSIANA, ArA (UPGRADE)
JMA ARCHIIECTURE STUDIOS

CURTIS CUMMINGS, ASSOC. AIA
AI.AN JESKEY BUIIDERS, INC.

DENA SIMONEAUX, ASSOC. AIA
(REJOTN)

TERRY FORREST

TIFESOURCE WAIER SYSTEMS, INC.
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