
AIA LAS VEGAS MEMBERS HONORED BY WESTERN

MOUNTAIN REGION

Windom Kimsey, FAIA, principol of Tote Snyder Kimsey
Architects, hos been oworded the highesl honor thot
con be presented to on orchitect within the AIA Western
Mountoin Region. The WMR Silver Medol is oworded
onnuolly by the WMR Council to the individuol orchiiect
who hos mode significont contributions to the lnslitute,
lhe profession ond to the cilizens of the Western Mounloin
Region, ond who hos tronscended locol boundories in
moking these contribulions.

CongrolulotingWindom on fhe WMR
Silver /Vledol ore (Llo R) Terry Brown.

FAIA.lllindom Kimsey, FAIA, John
Anderson, FAIA ond Phil Gerou, FAIA

Mr. Kimsey is recognized for his ouistonding leodership
within the AIA communily over his 25 yeor coreer. He
served os presidenl of the locol chopter in 1997, choired
the AIA's Noiionol Committee on Design in 2004 ond
represented Nevodo on the notionol steering commiltee

to celebrote the l50th Anniversory of the lnstitute. Windom's design work
hos been feotured in Architecture, Archilecturol Record, L'ARCA ond World
Architecture mogozines. Over the post severol yeors, Windorn's projects
hove been honored by the Americon lnslilute of Archilects of the locol, stole
regionol ond notionol levels. ln 2004 Windom wos inducted inlo lhe AIA's
College of Fellows, on honor bestowed on only four Nevodo orchitects.

Flo Rogers, President ond Generol Monoger of Nevodo Public Rodio hos
been honored with ihe Western Mounioin Region
"Aword of Distinction" for her dedicoted efforts
to promote public oworeness ond oppreciotion
for orchitecture within the region. The Aword of
Distinclion is specificolly given in recognition of
those individuols ond orgonizotions, oulside the
AIA membership cotegory of Architecl, who hove
recorded, illustroied or contribuled io o better
understonding ond interpretoiion of oworeness of
orchitecture in the Western Mountoin Region.

Over the lost six yeors, Ms. Rogers hos worked
in portnership with the AIA Los Vegos Chopter
to inform ond educote ihe public regording
orchitecturol issues thol impoct the community.
She serves os o member of the Editoriol Boord
for the Chopter's Architeclure Los Vegos
mogozine ond works diligently to promote quolity
orchileciure throughout the community. She is

most deserving of this speciol recognition.

fB Flo Rogers, Presidenl
&Generol Manoger,
Nevodo Public Rodio

Congrotulottons lo EDWARD A. VANCE, AIA - newly
elected to the AIA Notionol Boord of Directors,
representing lhe Western Mountoin Region.

Ed joins RIC LICATA, AIA os o WMR Direcfor and both
ore from Nevodo. Wifh such quoltfied ond dedicoted
dtectors, the stofe ond the region will be well represenled
in Woshington, DC.
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ORWIN YSTEMS ARCHITECTURAL DOORS . FRAMES . HARDWARE

ADA...

Can Be Complex
o Forward and Side Reach

o CIear Width '

I Maneuvering Clearance
r Doors in a Series
. Operable Hardware
o Thresholds

May We Write A Specification For You?
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lohn l[ Glanculll_q_Gry_ | lrysiuent I lloruin Srctems I ltoruin Insrauafon
,02.016.3133 I iclancy@iloruinsystGms.Gom
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AIA IAS VEGAS
PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
SEAN COULTER, AIA

lottended o symposium lote lost month to discuss orchiteclure in our
stote. The symposium wos colled "Finding o Nevodo Voice." The
focus wos to explore the ideo of on indigenous Nevodo orchilecture
ond discuss how we, os o profession, ore more thon copoble of

I designing ony project in our stote without lhe need to go oul of
I stote for design servlces. The symposium took ploce of the Goldwell

Open Air Museum in Rhyolite, NV - yes, thot's right, the ghost town
of Rhyolite! There were oboul 45 people in ottendonce (most of them

orchitecture sludents from UNLV, with o mix of professionols.) The scenery wos spectoculor
ond peoceful, the weother wos o bit worm, but in the end, it wos o greot ploce to hove
o hootenonny...or wos it o shindig? Hmmm. Anywoy, it wos ERIC SIRAIN, AlA, from
ossemblogesTuDlO, who developed the ideo for this gothering, procured ihe gronts ond
coordinoted the whole effort. My compliments to him ond his crew for iheir hord work!

There were five presenters: Eric Stroin from assr,r,rsreorSTUDlO,

JEFF ROBERTS, AIA from Luccursr Grurr, JACK HAWKINS, AIA
from Hawxrxs & assocrrrrs, JOEL SHERMAN, ASSOC. AIA from
JLS DrsroN ond myself. Eoch of us hod 30 minutes to present
our projecls, thoughts, etc. During our lunch breok, we oll
took o quick iour of Rhyolite, o ghost town built in the eorly
1900's ond obondoned in the ,]920's. 

At the end of ihe
doy we hod o roundtoble discussion leod by DAVID BAIRD,
AlA, the new Director of the Scnoor or Ancnrrclunr ar UNLV.
To me, this wos the most interestlng port of the doy, os
we discussed the stote of design ond the impoct it could hove on our communities in ihe
fulure. Not to mention, il wos greot to hove the roundtoble oulside in the shode of the red
born os the sun set over the open desert. lt wos one of those moments where I truly felt the
impoct the deserl hos on me os o designer.

As lsol listening to the presenters, I begon to reolize thot we oll hod o common gool of
creoling quolily orchitecture thol mokes o posilive impoct on people's lives. I sow in oll
of the presentolions how eoch one responded 1o the environment, to the owners needs,
to the siie, to moleriols ond to form. Though eoch presenter hod o different opprooch to
design, in the end, eoch one kepl coming bock to the ideo thot quolity design does moke
for o better woy of life.

moy or moy nol ollow thoi to offect the quoliiotive ospects of ihe spoces we creote

I won't speok for oll of the presenters, but I feel thot LEED is one of those things ihol we, os
o profession, used os o morketing tool of firsl, bul hos now token on o life of its own, olmost
dictoting form. I don't necessorily mind o process thot quoniifies certoin ospects of design
such os how much recycled moteriol is used in o project; when it storts to quoniify the
omounl of light thot hits o surfoce ond forgets obout the quolity of thot light, thot is when it
storts to become o bit problemotic. I believe we should rely on our lolent os deslgners; we
possess intuition ond con conceptuolize spoce in our mind, so let's use thot to our benefit!
Science con ond will help us creote spoce thot is more efficient, but we musl rely on our
obilities to creote spoce thot is worthy of inhobiting.
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One ospect lfound interesting wos the discussion of LEED
ond of how ii should or should not be implemenied during
lhe design process. lt is obviously o force to be reckoned
with, os everyone louched on the topic to some degree.
The opinions ronged from rejecting LEED, by sloting thot
design should noturolly respond to the environment, to
decloring thot LEED is nol stringent enough, os orchitecture
should be regenerotive ond not just sustoinoble. lt mode
me think obout the effects thot o quontitolive process, such
os LEED, hos on orchiteclure ond how we, os orchitecls.
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