Congratulating Windom on the WMR

Silver Medal are (L to R) Terry Brown,
FAIA, Windom Kimsey, FAIA, John

Anderson, FAIA and Phil Gerou, FAIA

AIA LAS VEGAS MEMBERS HONORED BY WESTERN
MOUNTAIN REGION

Windom Kimsey, FAIA, principal of Tate Snyder Kimsey
Architects, has been awarded the highest honor that

can be presented to an architect within the AIA Western
Mountain Region. The WMR Silver Medal is awarded
annually by the WMR Council to the individual architect
who has made significant contributions to the Institute,
the profession and to the citizens of the Western Mountain
Region, and who has transcended local boundaries in
making these contributions.

Mr. Kimsey is recognized for his outstanding leadership
within the AIA community over his 25 year career. He
served as president of the local chapterin 1997, chaired
the AlA's National Committee on Design in 2004 and
represented Nevada on the national steering committee

to celebrate the 150th Anniversary of the Institute. Windom's design work
has been featured in Architecture, Architectural Record, L'ARCA and World

Architecture magazines. Over the past several years, Windom's projects
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have been honored by the American Institute of Architects at the local, state,

CELEBRATION regional and national levels. In 2004 Windom was inducted into the AIA's
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Over the last six years, Ms. Rogers has worked
in partnership with the AIA Las Vegas Chapter
to inform and educate the public regarding
MEMBERSHIP OFFER architectural issues that impact the community.
She serves as a member of the Editorial Board

College of Fellows, an honor bestowed on only four Nevada architects.

Flo Rogers, President and General Manager of Nevada Public Radio has
been honored with the Western Mountain Region
“Award of Distinction” for her dedicated efforts

to promote public awareness and appreciation
for architecture within the region. The Award of
Distinction is specifically given in recognition of
BOOK FESTIVAL 2009 those individuals and organizations, outside the
AlIA membership category of Architect, who have
PAGE 4 recorded, illustrated or contributed to a better
understanding and interpretation of awareness of
architecture in the Western Mountain Region.
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magazine and works diligently fo promote quality Flo Rogers, President
architecture throughout the community. She is & General Manager,
most deserving of this special recognition. Nevada Public Radio

Congratulations to EDWARD A. VANCE, AIA —newly
elected to the AIA National Board of Directors,
representing the Western Mountain Region.

Ed joins RIC LICATA, AIA as a WMR Director and both

are from Nevada. With such qualified and dedicated
directors, the state and the region will be well represented
in Washington, DC.
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THE CHAPTER

AIA LAS VEGAS

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
SEAN COULTER, AIA

| attended a symposium late last month to discuss architecture in our
state. The symposium was called “Finding a Nevada Voice.” The
focus was to explore the idea of an indigenous Nevada architecture
and discuss how we, as a profession, are more than capable of
designing any project in our state without the need to go out of
state for design services. The symposium took place at the Goldwell
Open Air Museum in Rhyolite, NV - yes, that's right, the ghost town

of Rhyolite! There were about 45 people in attendance (most of them
architecture students from UNLV, with a mix of professionals.) The scenery was spectacular
and peaceful, the weather was a bit warm, but in the end, it was a great place to have
a hootenanny...or was it a shindige Hmmm. Anyway, it was ERIC STRAIN, AlA, from
assemblageSTUDIO, who developed the idea for this gathering, procured the grants and
coordinated the whole effort. My compliments to him and his crew for their hard work!

There were five presenters: Eric Strain from assemsLaceSTUDIO,
JEFF ROBERTS, AIA from LuccHesi Gaan, JACK HAWKINS, AIA
from Hawkins & associates, JOEL SHERMAN, ASSOC. AIA from
JLS DesicNh and myself. Each of us had 30 minutes to present
our projects, thoughts, etc. During our lunch break, we all
took a quick tour of Rhyolite, a ghost town built in the early
1900's and abandoned in the 1920's. At the end of the
day we had a roundtable discussion lead by DAVID BAIRD,
AlA, the new Director of the ScHooL oF ArcHimecTure AT UNLV.
To me, this was the most interesting part of the day, as

we discussed the state of design and the impact it could have on our communities in the
future. Not to mention, it was great to have the roundtable outside in the shade of the red
barn as the sun set over the open desert. It was one of those moments where | truly felt the
impact the desert has on me as a designer.

As | sat listening to the presenters, | began to realize that we all had a common goal of
creating quality architecture that makes a positive impact on people’s lives. | saw in all

of the presentations how each one responded to the environment, to the owners needs,
to the site, to materials and to form. Though each presenter had a different approach to
design, in the end, each one kept coming back to the idea that quality design does make
for a better way of life.

One aspect | found interesting was the discussion of LEED
and of how it should or should not be implemented during
the design process. It is obviously a force to be reckoned
with, as everyone touched on the topic to some degree.
The opinions ranged from rejecting LEED, by stating that
design should naturally respond to the environment, to
declaring that LEED is not stringent enough, as architecture
should be regenerative and not just sustainable. It made
me think about the effects that a quantitative process, such
as LEED, has on architecture and how we, as architects,
may or may not allow that to affect the qualitative aspects of the spaces we create.

I won't speak for all of the presenters, but | feel that LEED is one of those things that we, as
a profession, used as a marketing tool at first, but has now taken on a life of its own, almost
dictating form. | don’t necessarily mind a process that quantifies certain aspects of design,
such as how much recycled material is used in a project; when it starts to quantify the
amount of light that hits a surface and forgets about the quality of that light, that is when it
starts to become a bit problematic. | believe we should rely on our talent as designers; we
possess infuition and can conceptualize space in our mind, so let's use that to our benefit!
Science can and will help us create space that is more efficient, but we must rely on our
abilities to create space that is worthy of inhabiting.
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