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RECIP!ENT OF THE 2OO9 AIA NEVADA SILVER MEDAL
BRAD VAN WOERT, AIA

The highest honor thot the Nevodo Chopter of the Americon
lnstitule of Architects con bestow on on individuol-- THE

SILVER MEDAL is oworded this yeor to BRAD VAN WOERT, AlA.

Service Aword Juror, Bruce Howtin. FAIA. stoted, "There is

no greoter honor in the Nevodo AIA thon to be oworded the Silver Medol. lt recognizes
o lifetime of distinguished service lo the profession. Brod hos hod, ond is hoving, on
outstonding ond productive coreer."

With more thon 30 yeors in the orchitecturol business ond
numerous owords recognizing his expertise, Brod's design
work blends both conlextuol, historic observotion with
new technologies. His designs ore bold in form ond literol
in funclionolinterpretotion. Brod hos been o University of
Nevodo Assistonl Professor for 6 yeors os well os o guest
instructor; he hos been on historic commissions, UNR

Advisory Boords, Sierro Arts Foundotion, Reno Rotory, ond
the City of Reno Ad Hoc Plonning ond Development
Committee, omong others.

Brod Von Woert. AIA joined Jock Sheehon in l97B ond
become o portner in 1980. ln 1992 Angelo Bigotti, AIA
joined SVW Architects ond in 1999 become Nevodo's first

femole portner of o mojor orchitecture firm. Brod hos been
the key designer with SVWB since l97B ond President of the

firm since 1995.

ln 2004 he ond o number of Peers
storted the Block Rock Lecture
Series, bringing to the Reno Art
ond Architecture CommunitY
opproximotely 6 to B quolity speokers
o yeor.

He hos been o member of AIA
Northern Nevodo since 1972, on the
Boord of Directors 1984 - 1986, AIA
Northern Nevodo President 1986, AIA Nevodo Boord of Directors l9B5

- l9BB, AIA Design Awords Progrom, Choir ond Co- Choir in 1978, '80,

'86, '92,'96, AIA Northern Nevodo Host Chopter Committee for the
Western Mountoin Region Annuol Conference.ln 2007 , AIA Northern
Nevodo committee for the Annuolstote Design conference 2008,

on AIA non-poid lobbyist for the 2009 legislotive Session ond ofter 23

yeors finds himself ogoin, President of AIA Northern Nevodo.

Congrotulotions to Brod for this much deserved honor.
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ORWIN YSTEMS ARCHITECTURAL DOORS o FRAMES . HARDWARE

Code Compliahc€...

Can Be Complex

. IBC

. NFPA 80

. NFPA 101

o ANSI A117.1

May we write A specification For you?
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ADVERTISE WITH AIA LAS VEGAS
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AlA LAS VEGAS
PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
SEAN COULTER, AIA

First off, I would like to thonk everyone lhol presented ot the design
conference lhis yeor. All of lhe conferences thot I ottended hod
copious omounts of informotion thot con be used for yeors to
come. lwould olso like to thonk oll of our sponsors, becouse without
lhem (especiolly this yeor) there would hove been no woy we could
hove hod the design conference, so, thonk you very much for your
inleresl in this yeors' conference. And losl, but not leost. lwont
lo thonk Rondy, Kelly ond Debi, becouse withoul lhem, lwould
hove hod to octuolly work! But seriously, due lo their efforts, the

conference went off withoul o hitch.

For lhose lhot ottended the Design Conference lhis post month, you know thot there wos
more informotion presented thon you could shoke o slick ot! The firsl two doys of seminors
went by very quickly os lhe informotion presented wos inleresting ond well presenled.
Fridoy wos the City of Los Vegos chonette, hosted by SIEVE VAN GORP, ASSOC. AlA.
This wos on exciting ond energy-pocked chonelle thot explored the future sustoinoble
development of lh-e downtown oreo; but more on thol loter. The lost doy, Soturdoy, wos
the golf tournoment in lhe morning ond the design owords thot nighl, of which, both
wer6 exciting evenls. To top it oll off, the weolher even cooperoled ond ollowed cosuol
conversotion to toke ploce outdoors in the quoinl courtyords of the Slh St. School.

The one event thot sticks in my mind is the chonette.
This wos on oll-doy evenl wilh oboul 125 porticiponls
on 9 leoms. The doy kicked-off with Sleve Von Gorp
presenting the stole of development in the downtown
oreo followed by o very interesting presentotion by
DOUG FARR, AIA - outhor of Sustoinoble Urbonism:
Urlcon Design wilh Noture. Mr. Fon discussed the
positive impocts o susloinoble opprooch to design
con hove on urbon plonning through the creotion ond
enhoncemenl of wolkoble communities with lhe need
to build high-performonce infrostructure ond buildings.

The teoms were given from obout lO:45 in lhe morning to 5:00p.m to develop o concepl
for downlown th6t embroced the concepts of sustoinoble urlconism. At 5:00, eoch teom
hod 5 minutes to presenl their findings ond concepts, ond believe it or nol; with oll of those
orchitects in lhe room, we olmost monoged to sloy on time! As port of ony chonette,
there needs to be pertinent informotion thot everyone uses, lherefore, lwont to thonk
ROBERT DORGAN, ASSOC. AtA ond his students thot were there. They creoted, for eoch
teom o cd with extensive omounts informotion on it obout downtown (photogrophs of
mojor intersections, Autocod files of the city, os well os sketch-up models). Eoch-teom
could ,se lhis informotion to help in their onolysis ond presentolion ot the end of the doy.

After spending oll doy developing concepls for o "wolkoble" downtown, eoch leom
presented thefr desigh concepls. At lhe end of oll of the presentolions, one thin_g thot
ifound to be very inleresling ond telling wos lhe similorilies between concepts. There
were severolteoins thot looked ot dev-eloping 3rd Street from whot willbe the new Mob
Museum just north of Fremonl St. on Stewort, south lo Bonneville ond beyond to Chorleston
Ave. As iwos sitting there toking in ollof the greot wok lhot eoch teqm developed, I

begon to reolize tn-ot wnot downtown Los Vegos needs is siqOle, it just needs to toke
thoj "next step", whotever il is, it just needs to be storted ond I feel thol we, os orchitects,
should be port of it.

O.K., so lom coming to the end of my orticle ond wonted to soy o few lost lhings; lthought
the submissions of tliis yeors design owords were oulslonding (ond I'm not even tolking
obout the submissions my office put inl) Also, the coliber of people thot submitted for the
Service Awords wos olso oulstonding. At this point, I hove to give o speciol shoui oul to
ylssA RENTERIA, ASSOC. AIA for winning the Associote Aword, congrotulotions, Yisso!

Now bock to lhe Service Awords, I do hove to ogree with BRUCE HAWIIN, FAIA's

Comments regording how mony people submitted for the owords(Bruce wos the choir for
thit yeoo ServTce Aviords). ne sioteO'tnot, with lhe tolent we hove in this stole, we should

hovb mony more submisiions. So my request would be thot next yeor, we hove mony
,ore p.opfe opply. The design owirrds progrom is on.event to celebrole whot we do os

orchitbcls'onO in tnese times. we need lo celebrote whenever ond whoeverwe con.
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