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RECIPIENT OF THE 2009 AIA NEVADA SILVER MEDAL
BRAD VAN WOERT, AIA

The highest honor that the Nevada Chapter of the American
Institute of Architects can bestow on an individual -- THE
SILVER MEDAL is awarded this year to BRAD VAN WOERT, AlA.

Service Award Juror, Bruce Hawtin. FAIA. stated, “There is
no greater honor in the Nevada AIA than to be awarded the Silver Medal. It recognizes
a lifetime of distinguished service to the profession. Brad has had, and is having, an
outstanding and productive career.”

With more than 30 years in the architectural business and
numerous awards recognizing his expertise, Brad's design
work blends both contextual, historic observation with
new technologies. His designs are bold in form and literal
in functional interpretation. Brad has been a University of
Nevada Assistant Professor for 6 years as well as a guest
instructor; he has been on historic commissions, UNR
Advisory Boards, Sierra Arts Foundation, Reno Rotary, and
the City of Reno Ad Hoc Planning and Development
Committee, among others.

Brad Van Woert, AlA joined Jack Sheehan in 1978 and

became a partner in 1980. In 1992 Angela Bigotti, AIA

joined SVW Architects and in 1999 became Nevada's first

female partner of a major architecture firm. Brad has been

the key designer with SYWB since 1978 and President of the
firm since 1995.

and Architecture Community
approximately 6 to 8 quality speakers
avyear.

He has been a member of AIA

2009 AIA NEVADA Northern Nevada since 1972, on the
SERVICE AWARD Board of Directors 1984 — 1986, AlA

Northern Nevada President 1986, AIA Nevada Board of Directors 1985

WINNERS — 1988, AIA Design Awards Program, Chair and Co- Chair in 1978, ‘80,
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‘86, ‘92, ‘96, AIA Northern Nevada Host Chapter Committee for the
Western Mountain Region Annual Conference. In 2007, AIA Northern
Nevada Committee for the Annual State Design Conference 2008,
an AlA non-paid lobbyist for the 2009 legislative Session and after 23

2009 AIA NEVADA years finds himself again, President of AIA Northern Nevada.
DESIGN AWARD

WINNERS
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Congratulations to Brad for this much deserved honor.
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THE CHAPTER

AlA LAS VEGAS
PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
SEAN COULTER, AIA

First off, | would like to thank everyone that presented at the design
conference this year. All of the conferences that | attended had
copious amounts of information that can be used for years to
come. | would also like to thank all of our sponsors, because without
them (especially this year) there would have been no way we could
have had the design conference, so, thank you very much for your
interest in this years' conference. And last, but not least, | want

to thank Randy, Kelly and Debi, because without them, | would
have had to actually work! But seriously, due to their efforts, the
conference went off without a hitch.

For those that attended the Design Conference this past month, you know that there was
more information presented than you could shake a stick at! The first two days of seminars
went by very quickly as the information presented was interesting and well presented.
Friday was the City of Las Vegas charrette, hosted by STEVE VAN GORP, ASSOC. AlA.

This was an exciting and energy-packed charrette that explored the future sustainable
development of the downtown area; but more on that later. The last day, Saturday, was
the golf tournament in the moming and the design awards that night, of which, both
were exciting events. To top it all off, the weather even cooperated and allowed casual
conversation to take place outdoors in the quaint courtyards of the 5th St. School.

The one event that sticks in my mind is the charrette.
This was an all-day event with about 125 participants
on 9 teams. The day kicked-off with Steve Van Gorp
presenting the state of development in the downtown
area followed by a very interesting presentation by
DOUG FARR, AIA - author of Sustainable Urbanism:
Urban Design with Nature. Mr. Farr discussed the
positive impacts a sustainable approach to design
can have on urban planning through the creation and
enhancement of walkable communities with the need
to build high-performance infrastructure and buildings.

The teams were given from about 10:45 in the morning to 5:00p.m to develop a concept
for downtown that embraced the concepts of sustainable urbanism. At 5:00, each team
 had 5 minutes to present their findings and concepts, and believe it or not; with all of those

architects in the room, we almost managed to stay on time! As part of any charrette,
there needs to be pertinent information that everyone uses, therefore, | want to thank
ROBERT DORGAN, ASSOC. AlA and his students that were there. They created, for each
team a cd with extensive amounts information on it about downtown (photographs of
major intersections, Autocad files of the city, as well as sketch-up models). Each team
could use this information to help in their analysis and presentation at the end of the day.

After spending all day developing concepts for a “walkable™” downtown, each team
presented their design concepts. At the end of all of the presentations, one thing that

| found to be very interesting and telling was the similarities between concepts. There
were several teams that looked at developing 3rd Street from what will be the new Mob

~ Museum just north of Fremont St. on Stewart, south to Bonneville and beyond to Charleston
‘ Ave. As | was sitting there taking in all of the great work that each team developed, |

~ began to realize that what downtown Las Vegas needs is simple, it just needs to take
 that “next step”, whatever it is, it just needs to be started and | feel that we, as architects,

~ should be part of it.

O.K., so | am coming to the end of my article and wanted to say a few last things; | thought
the submissions at this years design awards were outstanding (and I'm not even talking
about the submissions my office put inl) Also, the caliber of people that submitted for the
Service Awards was also outstanding. At this point, | have to give a special shout out to
YISSA RENTERIA, ASSOC. AlA for winning the Associate Award, congratulations, Yissal

Now back to the Service Awards, | do have to agree with BRUCE HAWTIN, FAIA's
comments regarding how many people submitted for the awards(Bruce was the chair for
this years Service Awards). He stated that, with the talent we have in this state, we should
~ have many more submissions. So my request would be that next year, we have many
~ more people apply. The design awards program is an event to celebrate what we do as
- architects and in these times, we need to celebrate whenever and whoever we can.
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