'!:HE 2009 AIA NEVADA DESIGN CONFERENCE
SURVIVING & THRIVING IN THE NEW NEVADA"
DOUG FARR, AIA , TO LEAD “GREENING DOWNTOWN LAS VEGAS" CHARRETTE
Doug Farr, AIA, author of “gyustainable Urbanism” and the
pbglr 'of the LEED-Neighborhood Development (LEED-ND)
initiative and principal of FARR Associates, Chicago, IL, will
be keynote speaker and lead the “Greening Downtown Las
Vegas” Charrette on Friday, September 18th . “Sustainable
Urbanism: Urban Design with Nature” is both an urgent call
to action and a comprehensive introduction to ssustainable
urbanism”, the emerging and growing design reform
movement that combines the creation and enhancement of
walk-able and diverse places with the need to build high-

performance infrastructure and puildings.

stered. The purpose of the :
v'/

Form Your Own Charrette Team and get regi
Charrette is to generate ideas that can be used to re-align and improve the )

downtown plan for the City of Las Vegas. Teams of 8-10 registrants will be i
formed and each team will work on a specific design or planning concem. The
focus area of the city is 3rd Street — from Charleston to stewart. Get your own
team together from your firm, friends or allied organizoﬁon....ond get them

all registered so we can plan a great Charrette. Mayor Oscar Goodman will

be there at 8:30AM on September 191h, fo get the charrette started and will

be back fo hear the ideas and suggestions at the end of the day. There is N0
charge for the Charrette, BUT you must register online at www.aialasvegas.

org By the way, architects can get 6 AlA C.E. credits for porﬁcipoﬁon in the

charrette.
ce, the Charrette, the Golf

n'tyet registered for the Conferen
ht now and get it done.

AND....If you have
Design Awards Gala, go online rig

Tournament or the

$50,000 CASH .... FOR A HOLE IN ONE!

Get a Hole in One and you could win $50,000 CASH....Ora 7-day cruise to the
Caribbean on Norwegian Cruise Lines.....OR two round trip fickets to anywhere
in the Continental U.S. on American Airlines...or even a Club Glove Golf Bag.
we're offering four Hole-In-One chances at the 36th Annual AlA Las vegas Golf
Tournament, being held at TPC Canyons. on Saturday, August 19th. Only 30
Teams available...and they aré going fast....sO get yours registered today!!!

CELEBRATE EXCELLENCE IN DESIGN AND DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AT THE

AWARDS GALA

Being held on saturday evening. September 19th, 6PM in the quditorium of the

Historic Fifth street School. Join your friends and colleagues fora wonderful
pmittals, before finding out whose work will

tion and view all the project su
line at www.aialasvegas.org

recep
Registration required on

be honored.
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THE CHAPTER

AlA LAS VEGAS

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
SEAN COULTER, AIA

I'm sure most of you, when in school, had to study Christian Norberg-
Schulz and his writings on a phenomenological approach to
architecture and on a spirit of place, or genius loci. His thoughts on
place, space and dweller are interesting, to say the least. Well, for
some strange reason, | have been re-studying his writings as well as
those of other authors such as Martin Heidegger, Juhani Pallasmaa
and Alberto Perez-Gomez, and contemplating what it means to
create a sense of place. As | have been reading these authors’
works, I've kept in the back of my mind what a phenomenological
approach to architecture might mean to us as we ‘dwell’ in the Mojave Desert.

One of the recurring themes that appear throughout these writings is how, since the
advent of modern science (for this paper, consider Newton's Principia as the beginning),
architects have used geometry and aesthetics as the defining attributes of architecture.
Up until ‘modern science’ began, buildings were more than a functional edifice to
Cartesian geometry. As we all know, the Greeks used the proportion of the human body
to help define the form of a building. However, there was always a deeper meaning to a
Greek structure and how it was situated in the world, how it sat within the landscape and
how it became an integral concatenated element in the polis or city-state. Each building
was imbued with metaphysical attributes that responded to the occupant on an intimate
and personal level, giving the occupant within the built environment a sense of place and
giving relevance to Heidegger's concept of being-in-the-world.

Jumping ahead a few hundred years from the turning point of ‘modern science,’
Modemism arrived and stripped the building of ornament and allowed architects to create
a ‘machine for living." At this point in history, architecture was reduced to the essential
elements that create shelter with no need for a metaphysical connection to the world.

This was clearly a response to the way we were beginning to understand the universe and
the laws that it obeyed. We could now plot any location on a grid, build any building on

a structural grid, and create buildings of immense size; there was no need for “superfluous”
metaphorical meaning in our built environment.

Now I'm not slamming Modernism or modermn science; on the contrary, | believe both have
helped us progress considerably as humans on this planet. I'm just not sure if they have
helped human ‘beings.” What | am saying is that | question the way we, as a society, are
going about creating the built environment. We design buildings to be cost-effective,
functional and responsive to the environment. We have a formula or some way of
quantifying just about every aspect of a building, i.e., foot-candle values, thermal comfort
zone, gross-to-net ratio, LEED Silver, etc. We can design a building that meets all these
criteria, but in the end, do our buildings feed the soul2 What is more sustainable and
better for the occupant, a building meeting these criteria and lasting maybe 50 years,

or a building meeting these criteria but enduring the test of time by being imbued with

a deeper meaning, a genius loci?2 What can we, as designers, do to create a quality
architecture that people won't want to destroy when it reaches the end of its ‘usefulness’ 2
We need a more rigorous phenomenological approach to architecture if we are to
create a built environment that is made to endure. | agree with Juhani Pallasmaa, who
states, “The timeless task of architecture is to create embodied existential metaphors that
concretize and structure man's being-in-the-world.”

In the closing paragraph of Italo Calvino's Invisible Cities, Marco Polo responds to a
frustrated Kublai Kahn, seeing no hope for finding the perfect city:

“The inferno of the living is not something that will be; if there is one, it is what is already
here, the inferno where we live every day, that we form by being together. There

are two ways fo escape suffering it. The first is easy for many: accept the inferno

and become such a part of it that you can no longer see it. The second is risky and
demands constant vigilance and apprehension: seek and learn to recognize who and
what, in the midst of the inferno, are not inferno, then make them endure, give them
space.”
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