THE 2009 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

STIMULATING THE STIMULUS

Randy Lavigne, Hon. AIA

Executive Director, AIA Nevada/AlA Las Vegas

Our lobbyist, FRED HILLERBY, reports that federal stimulus money remains a hot topic in Carson City.
Hearings continue on how the money can be used, and what priorities should be funded first. The
Nevada Dept. of Transportation has approved its list of $140 million in projects, and the Legislature
continues working on its plans to spend the money and create a new committee to oversee that
spending. Some pots of the new money will go through a dizzying array of budget maneuvers as it is
used to fill budget holes, transferred to other agencies to match other stimulus funds, and back to the
agencies it was designed to fund in the first place.

Two separate bills have been heard to mandate new benefits in health insurance policies, in this

case autism and acupuncture. Labor unions support increased workers compensation benefits and
increased safety training and oversight requirements. Advocates for the under- and un-insured, the
unemployed, and other groups have a list of desires. All of this in the face of declining budget revenues
and increasingly bad news for nearly every sector of the business community. Legislators have their
hands full dealing with their core constituencies and the painful realities of paying the bills.

Also looming in April are deadlines to get bills infroduced, get them passed out of committees, and
on their way to the other house. This also coincides with the Democratic leadership’s self-imposed
deadline to finish budget hearings, announce how much they want to raise to meet their goals, and
just which taxes they will put on the list. Stay tuned to see who will be remembered as a Caesar and
who a Brutus when the dust settles from this Ides of March.

AlA Nevada continues to push for “Pencil Ready Projects” in order to get the industry back on its feet,
and are now taking the message to City Councils, Planning Commissions, and State, Local Public
Works Boards and all entities that can generate projects. Another visit to Carson City is planned within
the next two weeks, in order to again urge legislators to generate “Pencil Ready Projects”. If you are
interested in representing the AIA in Carson City, please contact Randy at rlavigne@aianevada.org. If
you can't go to Carson City, you'llwant to call your representatives and encourage them to generate
jobs in the design industry with pencil ready projects.
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AIA Nevada is also tracking a number of bills this session, many of which are
based on supporting renewable energy and sustainability efforts. These bills
include:

AB147 (BDR 753) - Requires local governments to grant preference to local
bidders bidding on certain contracts for goods or services.

AB148 (BDR 274) - Requires certain health and safety training for construction
workers and supervisors.

AB146 (BDR 30) - Makes various changes to provisions relating to employment
practices.

AB175 (BDR 1032) - Temporarily revises the provisions governing the
prequalification of bidders on public works of this State.

AB192 (BDR 245) - Revises provisions governing certain performance contracts
for operating cost-savings measures.

AB223 (BDR 857) - Revises provisions concerning preferences for bidders on

certain state purchasing and public works contracts.

The list of the current bills being tracked by AIA continues on page 6 of this
newsletter.
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~ they are great examples of the quality of design

THE CHAPTER

AlA LAS VEGAS

PRESIDENT’'S MESSAGE
SEAN COULTER, AIA

As many of you know, this month we celebrate “Architecture
Week." This series of events is held to help demonstrate to the
public the importance and need for good architecture. Some

of the events to take place include the unveiling of Architecture
Las Vegas Magazine, the AlA High School Design Awards and
CANstruction. Another event taking place is the Unbuilt Las Vegas
Design Awards exhibit in the 5th Street School Gallery. This latter
one | find to be particularly interesting.

Judging unbuilt work is always a tricky thing. In some cases what is visualized on paper or
the computer screen may be modified for various reasons once built, or may not come to
fruition at all. However, we all know that these are facts of life in the construction industry.
So why is unbuilt work importante I'll start with the theoretical projects. These demonstrate
new and innovative ideas that are unencumbered by real world construction techniques
or cost constraints that architects have to consider when designing “real” projects. This
pushes the boundaries of design and raises questions that we, as designers, should always
ask ourselves so as to not fall prey to the “this is the way it's done” mode of design. | think

of it like a great science fiction novel, one that contains ideas that at the time are *“fiction”,

but become reality in the near future. Classic examples of this are robots and satellite
communications. As we appraise unbuilt designs we rely a great deal on the graphic
presentation. A well-presented concept conveys all of the qualities that the designer
infends the occupant to experience once the project is built. The project thus acquires
a deeper meaning, and the judge has a better understanding of the designer’s thought
processes. Much like our reaction while watching “How It's Made,” we gets a better
appreciation for an object once we see the thought and care that went into the making
of that object.

Lastly, the unbuilt exhibit gives a preview of what's to come. It shows projects of all types
that architects have spent long hours on in the
hopes that they will be built one day. This year
many projects that have been submitted and

for which Las Vegas should be known. There
are gifted designers in our community, and we
will celebrate much of this great talent during
Architecture Week.

Truly, Architecture Week will be an exciting time
in our community and an exciting time for our
members. The mayor will help us get the week
started and our magazine will be unveiled. We
will meet the next generation of designers at the
High School Design Awards; we will see the fun
and innovative constructions for families in need
at CANstruction; and we will see possible future
projects in the Unbuilt Las Vegas exhibit. As always, | hope that each of you can join us for
these wonderful activities and can help us celebrate architecture in style!

Quote of the month:

2008 HONOR AWARD WINNING PROJECT
UNLV ATHLETIC ACADEMIC &
ADMINISTRATION CENTER
WEeLLEs PuGsLEY ARCHITECTS

“Consider the momentous event in architecture when the wall parted and the column
became.” Louis Kahn

BE AN ARCHITECTURE WEEK SPONSOR!
ARCHITECTURE WEEK SPONSORS | $2,000

Benefits

Recognition and introduction at each of the architecture week events

Listing in programs and inclusion in public relations and media releases covering the week
Firm listing on event signing

Firm listing on table tents

Sponsor table available at the kick off reception on Monday, April 13th

Firm listing and link to your website on www.aialasvegas.org

Quarter page ad in the May newsletter (includes ad build if needed)
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CHAPTER EVENTS

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

ALLIEDS:

Jason Davis
Rise & Shine Lighting
(Rejoin)

Michael Gallo
Holman’s Of Nevada

Ja Haddad
Henriksen Butler

Kenneth Zarembski
Walter P Moore

Jason Zoeller

Henderson Engineers, Inc.

ARCHITECTURE WEEK APRIL 13-18

We have a full week of exciting activities that enhance the public’s awareness of architects,
design and our built environment. So, celebrate with us .....mark these dates on your
calendar and tune your radio to 88.9 - KNPR - Nevada Public Radio.

This year events include....

Monday, April 13th

Architecture Week Kick-Off Party

Join us when Mayor Oscar Goodman officially proclaims Architecture
Week, and we unveil the 9th edition of our Architecture Las Vegas
Magazine. The opening reception with special guests will be held in the
courtyard at the Historic Fifth Street School — 5:30PM. RSVP online at the
www.aialasvegas.org website.

“Unbuilt Las Vegas” Exhibit Opening and Reception

This special Design Awards Program features architectural work that to
date remains unbuilt - theoretical, academic and unbuilt projects. It is an opportunity for
the entire design community -- practicing professionals, educators and students to have
their unbuilt work juried and honored for design excellence. Applaud the award recipients
for Honor, Merit and Citation achievements. The exhibit will remain open in the gallery at the
Historic Fifth Street School until April 30.

Wednesday, April 15th

AlA Las Vegas High School Design Awards

Meet the future at the AIA Las Vegas High School Design Awards. This

annual program recognizes talented high school drafting students from

Clark County Schools and rewards their efforts. They want to meet YOU. ...

Real Architects ... and learn more about the profession. Plan to attend

, and share your knowledge and experience. 5:30PM in the auditorium and
‘ gallery space at the Historic Fifth Street School. RSVP online at the www.

aialasvegas.org website.

Thursday, April 16th

CANstruction Exhibit

CANstruction provides a great opportunity to give back to the community
through the Three-Square Food Bank. Teams are already working to
construct delicious, nutritious, interesting and structurally sound structures
that will be juried and recognized as the best. Plan to join us for this
outstanding event. Reception will be held at 6:00PM in the Fashion Show
Mall at the Runway. RSVP online at the www.aialasvegas.org website.

MAY MEMBERSHIP MEETING
ART AND ARCHITECTURE IN DOWNTOWN LAS VEGAS

How much do you know about your downtown?2 What's

going on with the redevelopment and plans for the future?

Where is our public art? What's happening with the bone

yard and the old post office2 A walking tour of the city should

answer these and many other questions. So, that's what

we've planned for our May Membership Meeting. It's spring
and the weather should be wonderful for a walk around the
town. We'll start at the Historic Fifth Street School, of course, with a brief reception. Then break
into small groups and visit some of the most interesting, historic, and architecturally significant
sites in our city. Plan to attend 5:30PM on Wednesday, May 20th at the Fifth Street School.
RSVP online at the www.aialasvegas.org website.




