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RICHARD LICATA, AIA
2008 AIA NEVADA
SILVER MEDAL HONOREE

The Silver Medal is the highest honor that AIA Nevada can
bestow upon an individual and is awarded in recognition
of the most distinguished service to the profession of
architecture.  Only one Silver Medal is awarded each
year. The 2008 honoree is Ric Licata, AlA.

As the current AIA Nevada President, Richard spearheaded many community based
projects and studies in Nevada, demonstrating how architects can be a force for change.
Examples of these successful efforts are the Sustainable Design Assessment Team (SDAT)
Study for Northern Nevada and the Blueprint for Nevada, a sustainability plan for creating
more livable communities in Nevada. As AIA 150 Champion Mr. Licata conducted many
town hall meetings for the SDAT and Blueprint, and recognized community leaders who are
also making a difference with AIA Nevada Livable Community Awards.

A two term AIANN President, Mr. Licata created and
oversaw the Reno Magazine Awards, a program
featuring AIA architects and Allied members, with
Gannett Publishing; received the AIA Nevada Service
Award; created the planning committee and secured
the Lake Tahoe venue for the wildly successful 2007
WMR Conference; conducted an SDAT; Chaired
CANstruction; and was No. Nevada AIA 150 Champion
while fulfiling the standard duties of President.

As President of AIA Nevada Richard has provided

the statewide vision for the Blueprint for Nevada, a document hailed by the AIA National
Executive Committee as an example for the country to follow. He is Chair of the Blueprint
for Nevada Task Force and provides effective leadership
at State and national level through AIA Grassroots and
legislative efforts on Capitol Hilland at the Nevada State
Capitol. Most recently he was invited to speak at the
AlA Grassroots Conference on "AlA 150-What Nevada'’s
done right” and also received an invitation to speak
Livable Communities Conference in Seattle, by the AIA
Communities by Design. He has also beeninvited by the
USGBC, both Las Vegas and Reno Chapters, to present
Blueprint for Nevada concepts and studies.

Mr. Licata is recognized by architects and the public as a resource for our profession, our
communities and the American Institute of Architects, at both national and state levels.
His lasting contributions have had a cumulative effect on the practice of architecture by
virtue of his work, the effect he has on his students, his leadership on issues important to
architects and the communities they serve, and for his continued vision for what the built
environment can be. His efforts have transcended the standard notion of what architects
do as a profession, into what it means to be an architect as a way of life.

He has connected the seemingly
separate areas of practice, service
and teaching to one flowing dialog
of creative force; all the while,
acknowledging the humbling
experience of being recognized for
doing what he believes in because
“it's the right thing to do.”
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THE CHAPTER

AlA LAS VEGAS
PRESIDENT’'S MESSAGE
MARK HOBAICA, AlA

Potholes

Are we in arecession2 Well, some say yes and others are just not sure or
are possibly not ready to concede to the notion. No matter how you see
it or what you hear, our state and nation's financial situation isn't good.
Nevada, as a whole, including Clark County, Las Vegas, North Las Vegas,
and Henderson are all seeing major financial crises and are aggressively
seeking budget balancing measures of which most have never before experienced. In
retrospect, we have been truly blessed with an incredible success ride for many years. We
haven't always seen smooth roads, and we can't forget those occasional dips along the way.
But, this “recession” (OK | said it)... is surely not going to have a simple recovery, and it may
not even be one of those avoidable “potholes” in the road. The downfall in the market was
first projected to last only nine months or so. Well, | think we're past that nine month marker
now, and things obviously haven't gotten any better and unfortunately have continued to
slide down hill. As a result, projects have already, or soon will be, placed on hold and/or
possibly canceled. Sadly, this will only further exasperate the quandary for everyone in our
design and construction profession. The unavoidable trickle down effect will soon be in full
force.

| know I'm not telling you something that you don't already know, but we should be prepared
to deal with this slump for a much longer duration...maybe several more months or even a
year or two. So, what should we do to better prepare for our professional survival?

If you haven't already done so, you need to become leaner, more resourceful, better
organized, more efficient, and quite honestly, start seeking ways to be a bit more diverse.
~ e undoubtedly develop new skills during and after each new project we complete. Now is
e time to start capitalizing on the abundance of specialties that continue to be added to

our portfolio of talents. If you haven't already done so...diversify!

Times like these call for our profession to band together. It's time to break down the barriers of
your competitive nature and reach out to your fellow architects to share your resources and
consider the possibilities of partnering.

In a few days, we'll get to vote
for the next president of the
United States. I'll be honest, ) '
it really doesn’t matter to me DON T FORGET TO °
who you vote for, but it does
matter to me that you cast
your ballot. I don’t believe the I - = Al
next president will be able to lNJW/jén: M BIE IR él_?
immediately bail us out of this = e
mess, but | do believe that any
change in our government will
steer us in a better direction and eventually we will recover. Even the 700 billion dollar bailout
won't restore things immediately. So, don't hold your breath — but breathe deeply and then

exhale slowly — and start contemplating what you'll need to do to protect and secure your
job or your company.

If you feel the need, by all means reach out to the AIA Las Vegas as well. Our tight-knit
organization can always aid in connecting those searching for help with those seeking help.
If you or anyone you know is out of work or possibly on the verge of being unemployed, let this
AlA Chapter help out. We'll be glad to display your resume, and at the same time, continue
to provide our job-posting feature on our newly revamped website or through this AIA LV

,.{orum.

irecallthe stories that Harry Campbell shared during his early days in the Las Vegas architecture
scene. When times were tough, architects from one firm would be loaned out to one of the
offices down the street, and the network of companies would band together to help each
other pull through rough times. | believe now is just one of those “potholes” in the road that
we'll ultimately pass through, and | guarantee you that we will come out of it much smarter,

more diverse, and we'll be better off for it when we eventually get back on smoother roads.
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

ARCHITECTS:
Dana Cooper, AlA
O’Connor Construction
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Edward Feiner, FAIA
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Bruce Kriese
RM General Contracting

Kristie Meves
SMDS, Las Vegas

CHAPTER EVENTS

NOVEMBER MEMBERSHIP MEETING

We've changed the date of our Nover*r.c’r
meeting from Wednesday, November 19th
to Wednesday, November 12th...in order
to accommodate those of you who wil be
attending Greenbuild. AND, we've partnered
with the UNLV Downtown Design Studio and
the Klai Juba Lecture Series in providing John
Norquist, President and CEO of the Congress of
New Urbanism, Chicago, IL. The meeting will
begin at 5:30PM with a reception in the Historic
Fifth Street School gallery (401 S. Fourth Street, Las Vegas) and the presentation will be held
in the auditorium at 6:30PM. Please remember that parking at the school is metered so
bring quarters and remember you parking space number. This will still be a joint meeting
with USGBC and if you are planning to attend, please RSVP to klavigne@aianevada.org by
Monday, November 10.

John Norquist’s work promoting New Urbanism as an alternative to sprawl and antidote to
sprawl’s social and environmental problems draws on his experience as big-city mayor and
prominent participant in national discussions on urban design and school reform.  John
was the Mayor of Milwaukee from 1988-2004. Under his leadership, Milwaukee experienced
a decline in poverty, saw a boom in new downtown housing, and became a leading
center of education and welfare reform. He oversaw a revision of the city's zoning code
and reoriented development around walkable streets and public amenities such as the
city’s 3.1-mile Riverwalk. At CNU he has joined local activists in numerous cities as a key
champion of plans to replace freeways with boulevards. A leader in national discussions of
urban design and educational issues, Norquist is the author of The Wealth of Cities, and has
taught courses in urban policy and urban planning at the University of Chicago, University
of Wisconsin-Milwaukee School of Architecture and Urban Planning, and at Marqu- -
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DECEMBER HOLIDAY CELEBRATION

We are fast approaching holiday season and that means ....our traditional AIA Las Vegas
End-of-the-year Holiday Celebration. This year we will be decking the halls on Wednesday,
December 17, 6PM, in the auditorium and gallery space of the beautifully restored Historic
Fifth Street School, 401 S. Fourth Street, downtown Las Vegas.

This special meeting is our opportunity to say thank you to all who have contributed to the
success of our Chapter and our community, to celebrate the wonderful accomplishments
of 2008....and to anticipate the excitement of the coming New Year. This year the festivities
include a delicious holiday buffet, wine and champagne, holiday music provided through
the Nevada School for the Arts.

Also don't forget to make the season brighter for others by bringing your donations for Safe
Nest. You'll be helping others in our community to enjoy a wonderful holiday season. See the
wish list that is included on the enclosed ticket order form, or you may simply make a cash
donation. It will make your holidays brighter.

Get into the spirit of the season and make plans to join us. Use the order form included in
this newsletter to secure your reservation or a table for your firm. Ecowau is a sponsor for the
meeting....and other sponsorships are available.

VEGAS VALLEY BOOK FESTIVAL

The City of Las Vegas Cultural Affairs Office will host the Vegas Valley B~ -~
Festival this fall, November é-8. The UNLV Downtown Design Studio

AlA Las Vegas are supporters of the event. The focus of this year's festival
will be on ‘architecture’ and the three-day event will feature nationally
known authors, book signings, exhibits, lectures, films and round-table
discussions. The festival events are scheduled to be held in a number of
locations around the downtown area including the Fifth Street School,
Clark County Library, The Arts District and Centennial Plaza.




