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RICHARD LICATA, AIA
2OO8 AlA NEVADA
SITVER MEDAL HONOREE

The Silver Medol is the highest honor thot AIA Nevodo con
bestow upon on individuol ond is oworded in recognition
of the mosl distinguished service to the profession of
orchilecture. Only one Silver Medol is oworded eoch
yeor. The 2008 honoree is Ric Licoto, AlA.

As the current AIA Nevodo President, Richord speorheoded mony communily bosed
projects ond studies in Nevodo, demonstroting how orchitecis con be o force for chonge.
Exomples of these successful efforts ore the Susioinoble Design Assessment Teom (SDAT)

Study for Northern Nevodo ond the Blueprint for Nevodo, o sustoinobility plon for creoting
more livoble communities in Nevodo. As AIA 150 Chompion Mr. Licoto conducled mony
lown holl meetings for the SDAT ond Blueprint, ond recognized community leoders who ore
olso moking o difference wilh AIA Nevodo Livoble Community Awords.

A two term AIANN President, Mr. Licolo creoled ond
oversow the Reno Mogozine Awords, o progrom
feoturing AIA orchitects ond Allied members, with
Gonnetl Publishing; received the AIA Nevodo Service
Aword; creoted the plonning committee ond secured
the Loke Tohoe venue for the wildly successful 2007
WMR Conference; conducted on SDAT; Choired
CANslruction; ond wos No. Nevodo AIA 

,l50 
Chompion

while fulfilling the stondord duties of Presidenl.
I

As President of AIA Nevodo Richord hos provided
the sloiewide vision for the Blueprinl for Nevodo, o document hoiled by the AIA Notionol
Execulive Commillee os on exomple for the country to follow. He is Choir of the Blueprint

for Nevodo Tosk Force ond provides effective leodership
of Stote ond notionol level through AIA Grossroots ond
legisloiive efforts on Copitol Hill ond ot lhe Nevodo Slole
Copitol. Mosl recently he wos invited to speok ot the
AIA Grossroots Conference on "AlA 150-Whot Nevodo's
done right" ond olso received on invitoiion to speok
Livoble Communities Conference in Seottle, by the AIA
Communities by Design. He hos olso been inviled by the
USGBC, both Los Vegos ond Reno Chopters, to present
Blueprint for Nevodo concepts ond studies.

Mr. Licolo is recognized by orchitects ond the public os o resource for our profession, our
communities ond the Americon lnstitute of Archilects, ot both notionol ond slote levels.
His losting conlributions hove hod o cumulotive elfect on the proclice of orchilecture by
virtue of his work, the etfect he hos on his students, his leodership on issues importont lo
orchitecls ond the communiiies they serve, ond for his continued vision for whot the built
environment con be. His elforts hove lronscended the stondord notion of whot orchitects
do os o profession, into whot it meons to be on orchitecl os o woy of life.

He hos connected the seemingly
seporote oreos of proctice, service
ond teoching to one flowing diolog
of creoiive force; oll the while,
ocknowledging the humbling
experience of being recognized for
doing whol he believes in becouse
"il's the right thing to do."
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May We Write A Specification For You? I
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THE CHAPTER

AIA tAS VEGAS
PRES!DENT'S MESSAGE
MARK HOBAICA, AIA

Polholes

Are we in o recession? Well, some soy yes ond others ore just nol sure or
ore possibly nol reody 1o concede to the notion. No motter how you see
ii or whot you heor, our siote ond nolion's finonciol situotion isn't good.
Nevodo, os o whole, including Clork County, Los Vegos, North Los Vegos,
ond Henderson ore oll seeing mojor finonciol crises ond ore oggressively

seeking budgel boloncing meosures of which most hove never before experienced. ln

retrospect, we hove been lruly blessed wiih on incredible success ride for mony yeors. We
hoven't olwoys seen smooth roods, ond we con'l forget those occosionol dips olong the woy.
But, this "recession" (OK lsoid it)... is surely nol going lo hove o simple recovery, ond it moy
not even be one of ihose ovoidoble "potholes" in the rood. The downfoll in the morkel wos
first projected to lost only nine months or so. Well, I think we're post thot nine month morker
now, ond things obviously hoven't gotlen ony belter ond unfortunotely hove continued to
slide down hill. As o result, projects hove olreody, or soon will be, ploced on hold ond/or
possibly conceled. Sodly, this will only further exosperote the quondory for everyone in our
design ond construction profession. The unovoidoble lrickle down effecl will soon be in full

force.

I know l'm not telling you something thot you don'l olreody know, bul we should be prepored
to deol with this slump for o much longer durotion...moybe severol more months or even o
yeor or lwo. So, whot should we do to better prepore for our professionol survivol?

lf you hoven't olreody done so, you need to become leoner, more resourceful, betler
orgonized, more efficient, ond quite honeslly, stort seeking woys to be o bit more diverse.

-r{e undoubtedly develop new skills during ond ofter eoch new project we complete. Now is
'e time to stort copitolizing on the obundonce of speciolties lhoi continue to be odded lo

our portfolio of lolenls. lf you hoven't olreody done so...diversify!

Times like these coll for our profession to bond together. lt's time to breok down ihe borriers of
your compelitive noture ond reoch oul to your fellow orchitects to shore your resources ond
consider the possibilities of portnering.

ln o few doys, we'll get 1o vote
for the next presidenl of the
United Stotes. I'll be honesl,
it reolly doesn't motler to me
who you vote for, but it does
motter io me thot you cost
your bollot. I don't believe the
next president will be oble to
immediotely boil us out of this
mess, bul ldo believe thoi ony
chonge in our government will
steer us in o belter direction ond eventuolly we will recover. Even the 700 billion dollor boilout
won'l restore things immedioiely. So, don't hold your breoth - but breothe deeply ond lhen
exhole slowly - ond stort contemploting whoi you'll need to do lo protect ond secure your
job or your compony.

lf you feel the need, by oll meons reoch out to the AIA Los Vegos os well. Our tightknil
orgonizotion con olwoys oid in connecting those seorching for help with ihose seeking help.
lf you or onyone you know is out of work or possibly on the verge of being unemployed, let this
AIA Chopter help out. We'll be glod to disploy your resume, ond of the some time, continue
lo provide our job-posting feolure on our newly revomped website or through this AIA LV

lorum.

r recollthe stories thot Horry Compbell shored during his eorly doys in lhe Los Vegos orchitecture
scene. When times were tough, orchitects from one firm would be looned out to one of the
offices down the slreet, ond the network of componies would bond together to help eoch
other pull through rough times. I believe now is just one of those "potholes" in the rood thot
we'll uliimotely poss ihrough, ond I guorontee you thol we will come out of it much smorter,
more diverse, ond we'll be belter off for it when we eventuolly gel bock on smoother roods.
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NOVEMBER MEMBERSHI P MEETING

We've chonged the dote of our Noverl\-cr
meeting from Wednesdoy, November lgth
to Wednesdoy, November l2th...in order
to occommodote those of you who will be
oltending Greenbuild. AND, we've portnered
with the UNLV Downtown Design Studio ond
the Kloi Jubo Lecture Series in providing John
Norguist, President ond CEO of the Congress of
New Urbonism, Chicogo, lL. The meeting will
begin ot 5:30PM with o receplion in the Historic

Fifth Sireet School gollery (401 S. Fourth Street, Los Vegos) ond the presentotion will be held
in the ouditorium of 6:30PM. Pleose remember thot porking of the school is metered so
bring quorters ond remember you porking spoce number. This will still be o joint meeting
with USGBC ond if you ore plonning to ottend, pleose RSVP to klovigne@oionevodo.org by
Mondoy, November 10.

John Norquist's work promoting New Urbonism os on olternolive to sprowl ond ontidote to
sprowl's sociol ond environmenlol problems drows on his experience os big-city moyor ond
prominent porticipont in notionol discussions on urbon design ond school reform. John
wos lhe Moyor of Milwoukee from 1988-2004. Under his leodership, Milwoukee experienced
o decline in poverty, sow o boom in new downtown housing, ond become o leoding
center of educotion ond welfore reform. He oversow o revision of the city's zoning code
ond reoriented developmenl oround wolkoble streets ond public omenities such os the
city's 3. l-mile Riverwolk. At CNU he hos joined locol octivisls in numerous cities os o key
chompion of plons to reploce freewoys with boulevords. A leoder in notionol discussions of
urbon design ond educotionol issues, Norquist is the oulhor of The Weolth of Cities, ond hos
tought courses in urbon policy ond urbon plonning ot the University of Chicogo, University
of Wisconsin-Milwoukee School of Architecture ond Urbon Plonning, ond o1 Morqu.

DECEMBER HOII DAY CETEBRATION

We ore fosi opprooching holidoy seoson ond thoi meons ....our troditionol AIA Los Vegos
End-of-the-yeor Holidoy Celebrotion. This yeor we will be decking the holls on Wednesdby,
December 17, 6PM, in the ouditorium ond gollery spoce of the beoutifully restored Hisloric
Fifth Street School, 40.I S. Fourth Slreel, downtown Los Vegos.

This speciol meeting is our opportunity to soy thonk you to oll who hove contributed to the
success of our Chopler ond our community, to celebrote the wonderful occomplishments
of 2008....ond to onticipote ihe excitemenl of lhe coming New Yeor. This yeor the festivities
include o delicious holidoy buffei, wine ond chompogne, holidoy music provided through
the Nevodo School for the Arts.

Also don't forget to moke the seoson brighter for others by bringing your donotions for Sofe
Nest. You'll be helping others in our communiiy to enjoy o wonderful holidoy seoson. See the
wish lisl thot is included on the enclosed ticket order form, or you moy simply mqke o cosh
donolion. lt will moke your holidoys brighter.

Get into the spirit of the seoson ond moke plons to join us. Use the order form included in
this newsletter to secure your reservotion or o toble for your firm. EcowatL is o sponsor for the
meetlng....ond other sponsorships ore ovoiloble.

VEGAS VAttEY BOOK FESTIVAL

The City of Los Vegos Culturol Affoirs Office will host the Vegos Volley B. -t,

Festivol this foll, November 6-8. The UNLV Downtown Design Sludio .
AIA Los Vegos ore supporters of the event. The focus of thiiyeor's tesiii6t
will be on 'orchitecture' ond the three-doy event will feoture notionolly
known outhors, book signings, exhibiis, lectures, films ond roundioble
discussions. The festivol events ore scheduled to be held in o number of
locotions oround the downtown oreo including the Fifth Street School,
Clork County Librory, The Arts District ond Centenniol plozo.

WETCOME NEW MEMBERS

Ancumrcrs:
Dono Cooper, AIA

O'Connor Conslruction
Monogemenl

Edword Feiner, FAIA
Sonds Corporolion

Assocrarm:
Angelo Moi, Assoc. AIA

SH Archilecture

Kelcie Robinson, Assoc. AIA
SH Archilecture

Auros:
Bruce Kriese

RM GenerolConlrocling

Krislie Meves
SMDS, Los Vegos
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