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THE RIGHT AND RESPONSIBILITY OF VOTING
RIC LICATA, AIA - PRESIDENT, AIA NEVADA

Please take time from the election fury to become informed and not rely
onTV'stalking heads orradio talk shows. We need to understand that much
of this is not news but entertainment. This present election is too important
and the state of our country is too perilous to take this responsibility lightly.
We must be able to cross party lines and rhetoric to focus on the issues
and the work ahead. We must be engaged with our leaders and let them
know how issues that affect the built environment and create livable communities can provide
solutions that will bring about sound economic and social well-being.

-

Last week | served on a panel after the premier of the Robert Redford documentary Fighting
Goliath, a film about opposition to coal fired plants in Texas. After we were finished, and feeling
good about the fim and discussion we had, | spoke to a member of our state assembly who
said to me, "Ric you know the state has no money, so any talk about tax breaks is silly, heck
we are trying to just keep the lights on!” | thought to myself, is this kind of thinking going to
do the job for the people of Nevada? Come on its time to earn your votes and get creative.
What can the state do that won't cost money or raise taxes2 Maybe it is time to look at other
possible revenue streams! But the fime is now to really do something for the people of Nevada.
Unemployment in our state is rising and Nevada lead’s the country in foreclosures.

Committing fo a green economy will lead our country and state out of the economic mess
we are in. This past week the Administration has proposed an economic bailout for some
of the major financial institutions on Wall Street. To the amazement of all most everyone in
the country, the Bush Administration, with the support of Congressional and financial leaders,
have recommended a 700 billion dollar buy-out of bad debt from these companies. | for one
thought this action was necessary, but my point is 700 billion dollars is same amount this country
spends on oil every year, with 70% of those dollars going overseas to kingdoms and regimes
that don't like us! We need to cut off this drain to our economic well-being now! Committing
to creating a green based economic system for this country will do that.

Some things that we can do now:

* Outlaw incandescent lights now and replace them within two years. This will create jobs
now; this will save energy now; this will help to preserve the environment now!

* Support the creation of a low interest loan program for commercial and residential energy
retrofits and improvements with loan guarantees for renewable energy products and
applications. These loans can be secured as performance based on savings on utility
bills, underwritten by utilities. This kind of program will create jobs and get the residential
construction industry going again.

* Extend the federal energy tax credits now (my hope is that this is done by the time this is
printed) and call Reid, Ensign, Porter, Berkeley, and Heller and tell them enough already,
just get it done! And tell them to make this extension permanent.

* Support utility de-coupling and peak use pricing to allow utilities to benefit from conservation
measures, and to bill those high demand low conserving energy users appropriately.

* No taxes on renewable energy products' profits for products produced in Nevada for a-
period of ten years. No sales taxes on renewable energy applications for this same period.
This too would create jobs and help stir the ailing residential construction market.

* Support the endorsement of rating systems and standards for green energy projects and
products-a must for product compatibility and will help support incentive programs such as
building department guick approvals.

This is the time for creative and tough leadership. | am still amazed at the thinking of our state
leaders who eliminated the AB 3 tax credits because they believed they would lose millions in
taxes. How can you lose money you never had? The tax credit would be on new construction
and applications. With housing starts at a standstill and commercial construction slowing this
could be the prime moment to tool up and train for the new green economy.

We must take the first steps and become informed. Secondly, VOTE and help those around you
to vote. If you run or work in an office make sure everyone is registered. If you are a principal
encourage early voting and allow paid fime to vote. Encourage informed thinking and
leadership. A green economy will mean more jobs in the design and construction industries, a
stronger and more stable economy for our country, and greater opportunity for those in need
of training for the future green collar workforce.



ADVERTISE WITH AIA 1LAS VEGAS

The New Marvin Ultimate Replacement Casement Window

Our new casement was built from research with architects. You
wanted design flexibility: we answered with a casement that's available
in sizes up to 40" x 92" meets egress at small sizes and can replicate
a double hung. We gave it sturdy hardware and a new wash mode for

cleaning from inside. Visit www.MarvinCasement.com or call

1-888-544-1177 for a free Ultimate Replacement Casement Brochure.
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
MARK HOBAICA, AIA

Well, we made it through another summer here in beautiful southern
Nevada. It always seems like the temperatures keep getting hotter
each June through September, and this summer was no exception.
October s finally here, and it always arrives in the nick of time just when
our skin needs to begin its healing process from the scorching it suffered
from the sun. Octoberis also a true breath of fresh air with its crisp cool
mornings and comfy evenings. Now is the time to start hanging out on
your patio or veranda to enjoy the outdoors once again and to start taking advantage of
that place you call your "backyard” - even though sometimes during the summer you forget
that it's actually part of your house and that it does belong to you.

October is also the month when we have our annual AlA Las Vegas Product Show. We've
been hosting this event for more than two decades, and this year it'll be the best and
biggest show yet as we're pleased to have joined forces with StoneExpo at the Mandalay
Bay Convention Center. Please come to the Convention Center on Thursday, October
16th to view the hundreds of exhibitors from our local and national industry leaders who'll
be displaying their products and services. Our AIA exhibitors start at 3:00 p.m., and your
free registration will also allow you to visit all of the booths in the StoneExpo event as well.
They'll also have continuing education opportunities throughout the entire day where you
can earn your CEU’s, but make sure you go to www.stonexpo.com to verify the cormrect time
of each session and then register for the classes anead of time since spaces are limited. This
combined event has been nationally advertised, and we are definitely excited about the
possibility of greeting thousands of Product Show visitors including all of you from our local
Chapter. And, make sure you tell you co-workers and friends about it as well, because | know
everyone is going to want to attend this year.

As a reminder, on November 7th and 8th we'll have our first ever AIA Nevada Design
Conference. AIA Northern Nevada has done an exceptional job in preparing for this event
and they've now set the bar for us to follow when we host it next year in our town. |just can’t
express enough praise to our AIA members up north for their persistence and dedication
in preparing and organizing the milestone event. “TRIPTYCH” is its theme which means the
Power of Three.

This conference will bring together the owner, architect and builder, and we'll get an
opportunity to take a look at the dynamic relationships of each party working in unison,
each contributing their creative skills and visions in order to achieve excellence in the
completed project. It's bound to generate some intense discussions as | know it'll provide
some opportunities for you to share your own challenges, hurdles, and successes that you've
encountered in your own practice. So, | hope you get to join us during the round table
discussions. 1'd highly recommend you go online today to www.aianevada.org to register for
the event. | know that once you view the agenda and peruse the picturesque scenery and
the frue beauty of the Resort at Squaw Creek, you'll not want to miss this weekend at Lake
Tahoe.

This is also our opportunity to show some statewide support for the AIA and to uphold our
“One AIA" mission that | spoke of earlier this year. On Saturday evening, we'll hold the Design
and Service Awards Banquet at the resort. We had a big turn out this year with over 65
project entries, so with the competition heightened, | know the winning firms will soon realize
the special significance of their recognition.

One last thing........ I'd also like to congratulate our newly elected and first time Directors
to the 2009 AIA Las Vegas Board.......... DEAN LANUKE, AIA, ROB FILARY, AIA, BEN GIARDIN,
AlA, ERIC ROBERTS, ASSOC. AIA, and KAREN HECK, ALLIED MEMBER. A BIG AIA welcome to
all of you in joining us on the AIA Las Vegas Board where | know you'll bring your talents,
dedication, and successes to your new positions just like you do each and everyday in your
professional practices.

Looking forward to seeing all of you at the Product Show on October 16th.
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

ARCHITECTS:
Ronald Davison, AlA
Cuningham Group
Architecture, PA

Rainy Hamilton, Jr., AIA
Hamilton Anderson

Mark Ryan, AIA
O’Connor Construction
Management

David Shu, AIA
DSA - David Shu Architect

ASSOCIATES:
Angela Jenkins, Assoc. AlA
Pugsley. Simpson. Coulter.
Architects

Lina Mehyar, Assoc. AlA
Bergman, Walls & Associates,
Ltd.

Jennifer Turchin, Assoc. AlA
Energy & Environmental
Solutions / ES2

ALLIEDS:
Russell Engel
Roel Construction Co.

Paul Ricciuti
The Garland Company

Steven Rothenberg
Rytec Corporation

Brian Roush
Roel Construction Co.

CHAPEER EVENIES

NOVEMBER MEMBERSHIP MEETING

We've changed the date of our November
meeting to Wednesday, November 12th in
order to accommodate those of you who

partnered with the UNLV Downtown Design

This will still be a joint meeting with USGBC
and all members are invited to join us.

John Norquist's work promoting New Urbanism as an alternative to sprawl and antidote to
sprawl’s social and environmental problems draws on his experience as big-city mayor and
prominent participant in national discussions on urban design and school reform.

John was the Mayor of Milwaukee from 1988-2004. Under his leadership, Milwaukee
experienced a decline in poverty, saw a boom in new downtown housing, and became a
leading center of education and welfare reform. He oversaw a revision of the city’s zoning
code and reoriented development around walkable streets and public amenities such as
the city’s 3.1-mile Riverwalk.

At CNU he has joined local activists in numerous cities as a key champion of plans to replace
freeways with boulevards. A leader in national discussions of urban design and educational
issues, Norquist is the author of The Wealth of Cities, and has taught courses in urban policy,

and urban planning at the University of Chicago, University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee School

of Architecture and Urban Planning, and at Marquette University.

DECEMBER HOLIDAY CELEBRATION

We are fast approaching the end of the year and that means ....our fraditional AIA Las

Vegas End-of-the-year Holiday Celebration. This year we will be decking the halls in the
auditorium and gallery space of the beautifully restored Historic Fifth Street School, the
location of our new offices on Wednesday, December 17, 6PM.

This special meeting is our opportunity to say thank you to all who have contributed to the
success of our Chapter and our community, to celebrate all the wonderful accomplishments
of 2008....and to anticipate the excitement of the coming new year. This year the festivities
include a delicious holiday buffet, wine and champagne, holiday music provided by the
through the help of the Nevada School for the Arts.

Also don't forget to make the season brighter for others by bringing your donations for Safe

Nest. You'll be helping others in our community to enjoy a wonderful holiday season. We
will provide a wish list of suggested items in our next issue or you may simply make a cash
donation. It will make the holidays brighter.

Please make plans to join us and watch for the Order Form in our next issue.

CONFIRMATION OF YOUR RSVP

The AIA Las Vegas policy on RSVP’s for meetings is as follows: When you
make your RSVP for the meeting (by phone or email), you will receive a
confirmation from Kelly. If you are bringing a guest, please let us know
the guest’'s name.

If you simply show up at the meeting without a confirmation, and you are

not on the RSVP list, you will be charged for the meeting and will receive

an invoice. Also, if you do RSVP for the meeting and then don't attend,
you will be charged for the meeting.

Please help us by providing your RSVP as soon as possible affer you receive the first
newsletter or email notice.

will be attending Greenbuild. AND, we've |

Studio and the Klai Juba Lecture Series in |
providing JOHN NORQUIST, President and
CEO of the Concress oF New Ursanism, Chicago. |



