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We're hearing a lot about change these days. Forsome, change is abad thing...something
to be feared...for others it's exciting, invigorating and the essence of living. In this election
year, there is a lot of talk about the urgent need for political change -- and the promises of
the bright future it will bring. But what does it really mean? One thing is for certain. No matter
how you feel about it...and no matter who is elected to lead our country in November...
there will be change. The question is...to what degree? by what method? and what will
be accomplished?

The good news is that AIA Architects CAN make changes for the better, and many are
already busy doing so. The 80,000 plus members of AlA, using the unity and the resources of
the organization, can and do have a profound effect on the kind of change we see in our
government and in our communities.

The Institute has already launched programs that will help architects to change and will help
architects to change their communities and the world for the better.

DESIGNVOTEO08
SUSTAINABLE DESIGN. LIVABLE COMMUNITIES. AFFORDABLE HOUSING. HEALTH CARE
REFORM

DesignVote08 is a non-partisan program, launched by the

Advocacy Center, to get architects and their supporters front

and center in the 2008 campaigns. Supporting the AlA's strategic goal of promoting citizen

architects and civic engagement, and coordinating with AIA components at the national,
state and local levels, DesignVote08 will empower AIA members to:

* Place the AIA’s public policies and issues before the presidential candidates and
political parties

Organize and cosponsor candidate forums in their home states

Raise the AlIA's visibility at the Democratic and Republican National Conventions
Track where the candidates stand on key AlA issues

Volunteer for presidential and Senate campaigns

Even though the caucus has taken place in Nevada, it is not too late to help shape the
election and the national agenda on the built environment for years to come. Contact
your delegates, talk to your party leaders, and let the candidates know how important the
AIA’s design and sustainability issues are to the future of the country. Go to http://www.aia.
org/gov/advocacy_default to learn more.

KX WALK THE WALK
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A ARCHITECTS LEADING THE SUSTAINABLE EVOLUTION
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growing concerns in every walk of life. AIA Architects, in
particular, want to address those concems. We strongly believe
that the time for talk has passed, and now it is time to walk the walk.

If you have not already visited the http://www.aia.org/walkthewalk/ please do so. It is an
excellent source of information and inspiration forintegrating sustainability into your everyday
practices. Start by embarking on The Journey, a visual and thematic launch of this historic
effort. Then visit the new Sustainability Resource Centers, for more information. GreenStep
is a valuable, multipart series on the benefits of green architecture and choosing an AlA
Architect. Choose your pathway and learn, discover and walk along with us. Together we
can achieve amazing things.
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AlA LAS VEGAS
PRESIDENT’'S MESSAGE
Mark Hobaica, AIA

This is going to be one busy election year. | always look forward to
this time where we are privileged to elect a new president for our
great country. And, | know what you're thinking...you're already
enjoying those campaign ads during every TV commercial break.
Yaright, and if you're like me those irritating ads start to grind at your
intelligence and then when you think it can’'t get worse, the mud
slinging starts. At this point you then start o forget why you thought you favored that certain
candidate. So this year let's try and stay focused on the goal of the election. For starters,
| hope each of you participated in the Nevada Caucus last month. That opportunity hit
home with me in that we, the people of Nevada, had a unique opportunity to make a
difference in the election of our next Commander-in-Chief. The Nevada Caucus was our
chance to let the rest of the country hear our voice and for all to realize that our state is
about much more than just gambling.

This month, the AIA gets an opportunity to get even closer and a bit more personal with our
government. A few members of our AIA Board, including myself, will be once again visiting
Washington DC during the annual Grassroots Leadership and Legislative Conference.
Although, this year will be slightly different in that Congress will not be in session during this
year's conference. But we plan to use this opportunity to better educate and strengthen
our skills in the government advocacy arena. We will then continue to practice year-round
advocacy when we return back to Las Vegas. We will be contacting our elected officials in
order to set up face to face meetings with them while they're here at home to discuss the
issues. | encourage you to join us at the Grassroots Conference. If not this year, then maybe
next, where in 2009 you can join us when we actually go to Capitol Hill to meet with our
State Representatives. This year's conference will be designed to bring together the AlA’s
leaders for a unique blend of networking where we will share information and strategies,
discuss missions and goals, and continue to learn how to work across component levels,
knowledge communities, and special member groups.

There are many issues that we continue to press in the political arena: The charge to meet
our 2030 goals; gaining support for the Blueprint for Nevada; the fight against a new coal
fired power plant planned in Northern Nevada; and the list goes on. Here at home | urge
you to let your voice be heard on these and other issues that are close to your vest. If you'd
like, please feel free to join us when we meet with our elected officials. If you're an expert
on a certain issue, | urge you to join us when we do meet. We need your expertise and
strong viewpoints to strengthen our position. Just contact myself or Randy at the AlA office
to express your interest so we can include you in on our planned meetings.

In concert with Grassroots, our February AIA membership meeting will focus on how we
as architects can influence the government and stay focused on anticipating legislative
requirements for a sustainable Nevada. We'll get to hear from STATE SENATOR DINA TITUS
as she will discuss what's happening on the State front. A representative from one of our
US Senators offices will also speak about what's happening on the national level and how
Nevada's interests are positioned among these sustainable topics. | hope you will join us to
listen in, and raise questions as to what's happening politically in the sustainable realm.

So, let me just finish off from where | started at the beginning of this message...I think | was
trying to encourage everyone to vote when the time comes. Or just maybe before you
vote, become a part of the cause, so that when it does come that time, your voice has
already been heard and your efforts just may have had a much larger impact than just that
one vote. | urge you to become an influence to the People and our Government.

O.K...only 9 months to go!
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