OCTOBER 2007

Join us in celebrating the
highest achievements in design and service at the
2007 Design and Service Awards Banquet and
Awards Presentation Ceremony,
being held at Red Rock Resort and Spa,
on Saturday, October 27th.

Show your support for quality design and your
appreciation for the design teams who have
achieved excellence in their work by
attending this special event.

Individual Member and
Guest Tickets are $125 each

A reserved tables of 10 is $1,100

*gee ticket order form insert inside
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THE CHAPTER

AlA LAS VEGAS
PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
Curr Carwson, AlA, LEED AP

A couple of months ago | was extolling the virtues of getting out and seeing the
world. I'm going to turn 180° for this month and stay home. Last week | had one
of those rare occasions where | got to be a tourist in Las Vegas. It's good to
sightsee with out-of-towners and hear their perspective on some of the things
we take for granted.

This time around my brother and sister-in-law were in town without the kids.
Starting with the “off-strip™ attractions, | force all my guests to go through the
architectural tour of the valley so they can see that we really are “normal.” People are naturally amazed
at the amount of growth, the extent of growth and unfortunately the sameness of the growth. They were
amazed at the quality, technology and design of new school facilities. They were in awe of the design,
landscape, streetscape and parks of the masterplanned communities; amenities lacking in most
mid-west suburbs. They reveled in the number of Starbucks in all the strip centers; the gas stations and car
wash on every corner and the magnitude of the church campuses. They completely understood the lack
of turf in yards and by the end of the trip were criticizing the homes we drove past that had turf. So far,
they were pretty darned impressed with the living conditions, especially pointing out the lack of state
income tax and low property taxes.

| did plan ahead for the entertainment attractions, mainly because there were a few things | wanted to
do on the strip. The week and weekend of the second through the eighth was the Three Square
Restaurant Week. Basically, that was an incredible opportunity to eat in about 40 of the most exclusive
restaurants in town (actually in the country) for a flat $50.07 for a three-course meal. (The highlight of the
restaurants | went to was hands-down - Bradley Ogden.) After dinner was a-show-a-night. Believe it or
not, there were still two people in the country that had never seen “Phantom™ before last Friday. (I saw it
for my third time — first time in Las Vegas). The next night was another 180 and we saw “Love." Again, there
are still people in the world that have never seen a Cirque show. The next day we were scientific and
went to “Bodies.” The point of this is — where else in the world can you see the variety and caliber of shows
we have here on such a consistent basis¢ Again — totally awestruck tourists.

Somewhere in between all of this we managed to stumble into the MTV Video Music Awards at the
Palms. Admittedly, | was a little out of touch for that one. Walking the red carpet, watching the interviews,
the hype, the limos, the antics and the general mayhem in the crowd kept them amused for hours.

By the time they left, they thought | was pretty lucky to be living here and having so many opportunities
and options. Unfortunately, they also left thinking that | live like that all the time. So maybe | do need to
take advantage of what we have here and really appreciate some of the stuff | take for granted.

USE YOUR AIA

How often have you seen an architect's name in the newspaper, or heard them interviewed on radio,
and noticed that they did not use the “AIA" designation with their name?2 That “AIA" (and “Associate
AIA") designation is a powerful asset for AIA members, and they should insist that it be used with their
names anytime they are interviewed, quoted, acknowledged or involved in any public recognition.

That "AIA" designation actually speaks volumes about who you are and what you stand for. It
announces to the public that you are a licensed professional who upholds the highest standards of
ethics and professional practice.

When you are called upon by the media....whether it's an interview, to be quoted on a particular
subject or any civic involvement... tell the writer, or announcer or editor that the AIA designation must
be included with your name. Don't be afraid to explain to them that the AIA designation is a
professional recognition that helps the public to know and understand your professional qualifications
as an architect.

Other professionals — doctors, attorneys, contractors - make this request and are very careful to include
their professional designations with their names. So, USE YOUR AIA. It means you are a member of the
American Institute of Architects and that you are dedicated to providing quality design, safeguarding
the public and improving the built environment. When you use that AIA after your name, you are not
only proclaiming your own professional status and qualifications, you are also supporting and elevating
the whole profession.

The American Institute of Architects was founded in 1857. For the last century and a half the AIA has
provided education, government advocacy, community development and public outreach activities,
and has endeavored to create an environment that is responsive to the people it serves. As members
of the AIA, more than 80,000 licensed architects and associated professionals express their commitment
to quality design and livability in our communities throughout the country. The Las Vegas Chapter of the
American Institute of Architects — AIA Las Vegas — was established in 1956, and has served the Las
Vegas community for over fifty years.
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