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THE IUTURE OF AIA TAS VEGAS
RANDY LAV'GNE, HON. A/A
EXECUTIVE D'RECIOR

Looking forword......we see on exciling future for the AIA Los Vegos Chopter, its
members ond the Los Vegos community.

Plons for AIA 150, ond lhe production of lhe Blueprint for Los Vegos provides on
excellent opportunily for the Chopter ond members to moke o reol
contribution lo the future of our city. The 24-Hour Town Holl Meeting, (April
l3-14) the highlight of Architecture Week, will ollow AIA member orchitects ond
design professionols to work wilh community leoders to produce o reolistic
"blueprint" for moking Los Vegos o more sustoinoble ond livoble community.
This documenl will be officiolly presented lo the moyors ond city officiols ond
when implemenied, will help to moke o brighter future for the whole
community.

ln Februory, members of the AIA LV

Boord of Direclors, led by President
Curt Corlson, explored ihe future o
liitle further in order to devise o
strotegic plon for the ChoPler.
Working together in the doy-long
session, they delermined o new
mission siotement ond ogreed uPon
the core volues of the Chopter. Then
bosed on lhese they worked to
cleorly define the gools,
opportunilies ond chollenges thot
would toke lhe Chopter through lhe nexl three to five yeors. On Morch 2lst,
the new Strotegic Plon will be presented to the membership. This look inlo the
future will be held ol the World Morket Center, on oppropriote locotion since it

is on exciting exomple of the future of Los Vegos.

ln 2008, AIA Los Vegos will expond our reoch ond our visibility in the community
by estoblishing more pubic offices in the newly revitolized Fifth Street School.
Locoted on Los Vegos Boulevord directly ocross from ihe Federol Courthouse,
the new locotion provides exponded meeting ond lecture spoce, gollery ond
exhibit spoce ond on opportuniiy to portner with the Nevodo School for the
Arts, the UNLV School of Archilecture downtown sludio ond the City of Los

Vegos Culturol Alfoirs Division. We will mointoin our offices on compus in the
UNLV School of Archlleclure os well, in order to conlinue to provide the vitol link

beiween the sludents, the school ond the professionol community.

The future of AIA Los Vegos looks greol, filled with promise ond possibility. Be o
port of il.
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THE CHAPTER

AIA tAS VEGAS
PRES!DENT'S MESSAGE
Cunr Canuorv, AIA

Whol hove you done for me lolely?

Lost month I hod the opportunity to hove lunch with eight of the Western
Mountoin Region's Component Executives (CACE, Council of Architecturol
Component Executives.) One of the first questions they osked me wos "Whot do
I gel out of ,he AIA?" Thot storted me ihinking oboul o couple of odditionol
issues: "Why om I in the AIA ond Whol om I doing in the AIA?" lf onyone hod

osked me 26yeors ogo (when lgroduoted from school), I'm sure lwould hove hod o differenl set of
onswers. I wos never o member of AIAS in school, but I joined the AIA qs soon os I storted working
becouse I thought it wos the thing o young intern wos supposed to do. For the post twelve yeors I hove
served on the Los Vegos boord ond now find myself President of the chopter.

Why om I in the AIA? At first I think I sow it os o woy to be identified with o notionolly recognized
professionol orgonizotion (ond o woy to pul some initiqls ofter my nome). Now I see myself os o member
becouse of ihe opportunities it offers me. lt is o woy lo keep in touch with other oreos of the profession:

locolly. regionolly ond notionolly. lt is o woy to keep cunent on continuing educolion ond lets foce it, it's
o woy to promote yourself wilhin the profession.

Whot om ldoing in the AIA? Thot seems to be o queslion losk myself o lot. I hope lhe onswer is 'otfecting
chonge'. lom os guilty os the next person in pointing out the shortcomings of this orgonizotion, but I

hove reolized it's nol going to chonge unless someone does something obout it.

l. Students oren't involved in the profession ond the profession isn'l involved with the sludents - so

sponsor on AIAS meeting , jury f or the school of Architecture, hire on inlern from lhe schoo/, or sit on on
odvisory comrnillee.

2. The pubtic is unowore of whof lhe profession does. Ihere is o lot we con do. So, promole progroms

thot hightight lhe profession ond look for opporlunities to get orchilects involved in communily
prqects. The AIA 150 is o greot oppoftunily.

3. Some soy the AtA is o socio/ c/ub thot gets together once o month for cocktoi/s. Any orgonizolion
rs whol ils rnembers rnoke if. Setfing ond implemeniing o new strolegic plon with goo/s for the chapter
is o woy of moking sure lhe A/A gets lhings done ond we ore cunenllY doing iust thot.

Whot do I get out of the AIA? This one gets eosier to onswer the more involved I get in the orgonizotion'

l. Losl week I wos in Woshinglon DC for Grossroofs. Ihrough this, I hod our onnuol meel ond greet
breo6ost wifh one of the moif poweiul men in the country - Senolor Horry Reid. / o/so got lo meet
with Represenlolives Berk/ey ond Heller. When t got bock to Los Vegos, Congressmon Porter colled
me to opotogize f or not being ovailoble f or our meeting. (Ensign wos oul sickJ

2. lhove hod dinner (cockloils) with Moyor Goodmon.

3. I hove shored the podium wilh Shelley Bekley, Moyor Goodmon, ond hod to speok lo oudiences
of over 500 people.

4. I hove been on the rodio os o guesf speoker for orchitecturol progroms ond lolk shows.

5. I hove represented lhe chopter ot the notionol conventions here in Los Vegos, Los Ange/es ond
the upcoming one in Son Antonio.

6. t hove represented the chopter ot regionol rneefings in Solt Loke Cily, Wyoming ond Woshington DC.

7. I om writing for o notionol publicotion - Architecture Los Vegos mogozine.

B. I hove hod clienls inctude me on thet developmenl ieoms becouse lhey could introduce me os

the President of the AIA in Los Vegos ond they thought il
odded credibility to their prqects.

And the lisl goes on. This is just the beginning ot the thlngs I get
to do becouse of the AlA. lf lweren't involved in the AlA, I

wouldn' I hove these opportunities.

Cunr Crnsox, AIA ond otlendees ol lhe
WMR CACE Ietreot hosled bY AIA tV

Y.

"Every rnon owes paft of his lime & moneY lo the
business industry in which he is engoged' No rnon
hos a moral righl to withhotd his supporl from on
orgonizjJtion thot is slriving to improve conditions
wilhin his sphere." - Theodore Roosevell
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