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THE ARCHITECT AS LEGISLATOR
RANDY LAV/GNE, HON. AIA
EXECUTIVE D/RECIOR

Whot does thot meon? "Ihe Architect os Legislotor"? lt meons thot in the
fost-poced, ever-chonging. cyber-uniworld we live in todoy, on
orchitect connot simply be o good designer. lt meons thot orchitects
con no longer offord lo let someone else moke decisions thot define our
communities ond the proctice of orchilecture. Architects must moke o
conscious effort to be more owore of....ond more responsive to..... the
locol, stote ond federol governmentol ogendos ond how they impoct
our communities. lt meons thot orchitects need to get involved in the
politicol process. Ihey need to seek out ond occept leodership roles in
their communities, so thot they con help to guide the policies ond the
decisions thot shope our cities, our notion ond our world.

ln the world we live in todoy, the orchitect must olso be o legislotor ond
o civic octivist. The issues of globol worming, olternotive energy,

Ihose skills that are so necessary to bein! a
successful architect are also essentia, in creatin$
successful, sustainable and livable cities.

offordoble housing, disoster preporedness, educotion ond professionol
regulotion ond licensing - oll hove on impoct on the proctice of
orchitecture. And, they ore just o few of the oreos where orchitects con
bring voluoble knowledge ond expertise ond help to find solutions thol
will benefit everyone.

Through educotion ond professionol troining orchitects ore
problem-solvers, perceptive listeners ond creotive thinkers who con
devise strotegies ond find solutions to complex problems. Those skills thot
ore so necessory to being o successful orchitect ore olso essentiol in
creoting successful, sustoinoble ond livoble cities. By running for elected
office, osking for on oppointment to o committee, occepting thot boord
position ond volunteering to leod civic groups. orchitects become
recognized os the leoders, ond con shore their weolth of knowledge ond
resources to moke their communities better, sofer, more beoutiful,
sustoinoble ond livoble.

With the celebrotion of the lnstitute's l50th onniversory ond the notionol
commitment to creoting o "Blueprint for Americo", AIA members now
hove opportunities, os never before, to moke o difference in the woy
their communities ore plonned, designed ond function. The month of
Februory, ond oll of 2007, is oll obout putting your unique orchitecturol
troining ond skills to work.

Attend the AIA Los Vegos Februory Membership Meeting ond leorn more
obout "The Architect os Legislotor". As the 2007 Legislotive Session
begins in Corson City on Februory 5th, join with the AIA Nevodo
Legislotive Committee ond be olert to whot the legislotors ore doing. As
o port of the AIA 150 celebrotion , 24-Hour Town Holl Meetings ore being
held in both Reno ond Los Vegos on April l3-14,2007, gel involved ond
be o leoder in determining how to moke our cities more livoble.
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THE CHAPTER

AIA tAS VEGAS
PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
Cunr Crnror, AIA

When I wos first looking for o house ofter relocoting to Los Vegos, I gove my
reoltor o few criterio: I didn't wont o "normol" (pseudo Tuscon rip-off) troct
house, I wonied to be centrol, I wonied o yord ond I did not wont ony CC&R's. I

wosn't looking for my ultimote house ot thoi time, I wos looking for o house
becouse it wos cheoper to buy lhen it wos io rent. Little did I know thot 13 yeors
loter I would still be living in the some house. Whot I got with my house wqs o

neighborhood - on octuol community. My neighbors look out for one onother. lf I om gone for more
thon o doy, someone puts my poper by lhe front door or pulls my trosh cons up to the house. We don't
fine eoch other for hoving o goroge door open or pointing iheir trim on un-outhorized color. My
neighbors tolk to me over the fence, they shore stories obout life in the neighborhood in the sixlies, ond
they gossip obout the other neighbors. lt hos now become the "cool" neighborhood ond we hove ore
own community group which promotes Mid-Century Modern.

tn short - I like my neighborhood. But now lom ofroid, very ofroid. Losi Eoster, the house ocross the street
portiolly burned down. At firsl the neighbors oll breothed o sigh of relief becouse it truly wos the eyesore
of the neighborhood (there is olwoys one) . The house continued to sil in disrepoir until lost week. I looked
out my kitchen window ond the equipment hod moved in to knock it down. I smiled o little os I sow the
goroge come down, but then it hit me - Whot wos going to reploce it? Now here's where I got scored.
Whot if someone builds the dreoded "normol" lroct house? Whot would hoppen to the neighborhood
if there were o two-story pseudo-Tuscon, o brick coloniol or o New Englond solt box in the middle of
Mid-Century Modern? I hove no protection. All of o sudden those dreoded CC&R's could hove helped
me.

As I kept thinking obout the potentiol obominotion lhot could be buill, it hit me - So Whot. Wos the fobric
of ihe community going to be ripped oport by on exercise in bod toste? Were my neighbors going to
ocl less like neighbors becouse of o house? Wos the neighborhood reolly going to be ony differenl? No.
The reol community is not defined by on orchitecturol style, o color or o wolled oreo wilh o goted drive,
but rother by the people who inhobit ii. We will still go on octing the woy we olwoys did, we will still wotch
out for eoch other ond I will still heor obout the wild pool porties with the showgirls ond bond members
ot 3 AM in 1964.1 octuolly don't core whot style of house gets built there, I only hope thot the person(s)
who move in ore Wlling to be o port of o community.

GRASSROOTS - PRIORITY ISSUES FROM IHE FEDERAT AGENDA

The AIA Nevodo contingenl will be in Woshington, DC for the Grossroots Leodership ond Legislolive
Conference, Februory 6-10, ond will be meeting with Senotors Reid ond Ensign ond Congressmen
Berkley, Porter ond Heller. The focus of our discussions will be on three very key issues of sustoinobility.

L Federol Building Energy Efficiency - Promoting the odoption of the 2030 Chollenge in oll Federol
Buildings

ll. Sustoinoble Design ond Woter Quolity - Promoling on omendment to the Cleon Wqler Acl to
develop green infrostructure thol will reduce the omount of pollulonts in the built environment.

lll. Tox Deductions for Energy Efficient Commerciol Buildings - Promoling o tox breok for green
buildings built for commerciol use.

We will olso be osking our leoders whol progress is being mode on such stotewide issues os offordoble
housing, woter, Yucco Mountoin, heolthcore ond other concerns.

lf you hove on issue you'd like us to bring to the otlention of our represenlotives. pleose contoct Rondy
Lovigne ot 702.895.0936 prior to Februory 6th,2OO7.
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2OO7 AIA tAS VEGAS
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Treosurer/
Direclor of Finonciol Resources

Dwoyne Eshenbough, AIA
Dekker Perich Sobolini

Secrelory
Seon Couller, AIA

Welles Pugsley Archilecls

Direclor
Michele Toyengco, AIA

Welles Pugsley Architecls

Direclor
Mike Del Gotlo, AIA

Corpenler Sellers Associotes

Direclor
Chris Fenlon, AIA

Tole Snyder Kimsey Archilecls

Posl Presidenl
Wode Simpson, AIA

Welles Pugsley Archilecls

Executive Director
Rondy Lovigne, Hon. AIA

AIA Nevodo/AlA Los Vegos
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