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What does that mean? “The Architect as Legislator”2 It means that in the
fast-paced, ever-changing, cyber-uniworld we live in today, an
architect cannot simply be a good designer. It means that architects
can no longer afford to let someone else make decisions that define our
communities and the practice of architecture. Architects must make a
conscious effort to be more aware of....and more responsive to..... the
local, state and federal governmental agendas and how they impact
our communities. It means that architects need to get involved in the
political process. They need to seek out and accept leadership roles in
their communities, so that they can help to guide the policies and the
decisions that shape our cities, our nation and our world.

In the world we live in today, the architect must also be a legislator and
a civic activist. The issues of global warming, alternative energy,

Those skills that are so necessary to being a
successful architect are also essential in creating
successful, sustainable and livable cities.

affordable housing, disaster preparedness, education and professional
regulation and licensing -- all have an impact on the practice of
architecture. And, they are just a few of the areas where architects can
bring valuable knowledge and expertise and help to find solutions that
will benefit everyone.

Through education and professional fraining architects are
problem-solvers, perceptive listeners and creative thinkers who can
devise strategies and find solutions to complex problems. Those skills that
are so necessary to being a successful architect are also essential in
creating successful, sustainable and livable cities. By running for elected
office, asking for an appointment to a committee, accepting that board
position and volunteering to lead civic groups, architects become
recognized as the leaders, and can share their wealth of knowledge and
resources to make their communities better, safer, more beautiful,
sustainable and livable.

With the celebration of the Institute’s 150th anniversary and the national
commitment to creating a "“Blueprint for America”, AIA members now
have opportunities, as never before, to make a difference in the way
their communities are planned, designed and function. The month of
February, and all of 2007, is all about putting your unique architectural
training and skills to work.

Attend the AIA Las Vegas February Membership Meeting and learn more
about “The Architect as Legislator”. As the 2007 Legislative Session
begins in Carson City on February 5th, join with the AIA Nevada
Legislative Committee and be alert to what the legislators are doing. As
a part of the AIA150 celebration, 24-Hour Town Hall Meetings are being
held in both Reno and Las Vegas on April 13-14, 2007, get involved and
be aleader in determining how to make our cities more livable.
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- PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
Curr Carson, AlA

When | was first looking for a house after relocating to Las Vegas, | gave my
realtor a few criteria: | didn't want a “normal” (pseudo Tuscan rip-off) tfract
house, | wanted to be central, | wanted a yard and | did not want any CC&R's. |
. wasn't looking for my ultimate house at that time, | was looking for a house
because it was cheaper to buy then it was to rent. Little did | know that 13 years

- " later | would still be living in the same house. What | got with my house was a
neighborhood - an actual community. My neighbors look out for one another. If | am gone for more
than a day, someone puts my paper by the front door or pulls my trash cans up to the house. We don't
fine each other for having a garage door open or painting their frim an un-authorized color. My
neighbors talk to me over the fence, they share stories about life in the neighborhood in the sixties, and
they gossip about the other neighbors. It has now become the “cool” neighborhood and we have are
own community group which promotes Mid-Century Modern.

In short - | like my neighborhood. But now | am afraid, very afraid. Last Easter, the house across the street
partially burned down. At first the neighbors all breathed a sigh of relief because it truly was the eyesore
of the neighborhood (there is always one). The house continued to sit in disrepair until last week. | looked
out my kitchen window and the equipment had moved in to knock it down. | smiled a little as | saw the
garage come down, but then it hit me — What was going to replace it2 Now here’s where | got scared.
What if someone builds the dreaded “normal” tract house2 What would happen to the neighborhood
if there were a two-story pseudo-Tuscan, a brick colonial or a New England salt box in the middle of
Mid-Century Modern? | have no protection. All of a sudden those dreaded CC&R's could have helped
me.

As | kept thinking about the potential abomination that could be built, it hit me —So What. Was the falbric
of the community going to be ripped apart by an exercise in bad taste2 Were my neighbors going to
act less like neighbors because of a house? Was the neighborhood really going to be any different2 No.
The real community is not defined by an architectural style, a color or a walled area with a gated drive,
but rather by the people who inhabit it. We will still go on acting the way we always did, we will still watch
out for each other and | will still hear about the wild pool parties with the showgirls and band members
at 3 AMin 1964. | actually don't care what style of house gets built there, | only hope that the person(s)
who move in are willing to be a part of a community.

GRASSROOTS - PRIORITY ISSUES FROM THE FEDERAL AGENDA

The AIA Nevada contingent will be in Washington, DC for the Grassroots Leadership and Legislative
" Conference, February 6-10, and will be meeting with Senators Reid and Ensign and Congressmen
Berkley, Porter and Heller. The focus of our discussions will be on three very key issues of sustainability.

I. Federal Building Energy Efficiency — Promoting the adoption of the 2030 Challenge in all Federal
Buildings

Il. Sustainable Design and Water Quality — Promoting an amendment to the Clean Water Act to
develop green infrastructure that will reduce the amount of pollutants in the built environment.

Il.  Tax Deductions for Energy Efficient Commercial Buildings — Promoting a tax break for green
buildings built for commercial use.
We will also be asking our leaders what progress is being made on such statewide issues as affordable

housing, water, Yucca Mountain, healthcare and other concerns.

If you have an issue you'd like us to bring to the attention of our representatives, please contact Randy
Lavigne at 702.895.0936 prior to February 6th, 2007.
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