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GRASSROOTS: LEGISLATION & LEADERSHIP

We’'re going to Washington, DC in February. The
purpose of our annual trip is twofold - First, to speak
directly with our congressional representatives
about the current legislative issues that are most
important to architects and the practice of
architecture; Second, to meet with the leadership
from other chapters from across the country and
explore ways in which we can work more closely
together to become “one AIA".

With regard to legislative issues, there are three specific areas of concern.

ArrorRDABLE HOUSING/ COMMUNITY REVITALIZATION/HISTORIC PRESERVATION

The American Institute of Architects has long championed existing Federal
tax credits that foster the rehabilitation of historic buildings. This credit
provision is now 20 years old and requires updating fo improve its
effectiveness. There is also a need to focus application of the credits on
smaller commercial projects in order neighborhoods where community
revitalization is imperative and affordable housing is a pressing need. We are
urging Congress to support H.R. 3159, the Community Restoration and
Revitalization Act of 2005.

SusTAINABLE DESIGN/ENERGY CONSERVATION AND THE Built ENVIRONMENT

The AIA supports a dramatic increase in the number of high-performance,
energy-efficient “green’ buildings constructed in both the public and private
sectors. This change is vital to America’s goal of reducing our dependence
on foreign energy sources while protecting the environment and the public
health and safety of all Americans. The AlA believes achieving this goal will
require a significant federal legislative commitment to changing the
incentives for energy.

The AIA is urging three legislative steps - (1) Support legislation that would
cap greenhouse gas production and allow the trading of production
“credits” as a means of cost effectively slowing and reversing trends in
climate change; (2) work with the National Institute for Building Sciences
(NIBS) to assess the effectiveness of current voluntary rating systems and
consensus standards for high performance buildings, and (3) support funding
a pilot project to demonstrate the lifecycle cost-effectiveness of “green”
design in public buildings and the economic impact of legislation to create
tax incentives for private sector owners of “green” buildings.

SmaLL BusiNess/AssOCIATION HEALTH INSURANCE

The AIA believes that its members, together with all American workers,
deserve the opportunity to participate in group health insurance plans that
use the advantage of large pools of insured to structure affordable
coverage. For this reason, the AIA supports the passage of S.406 in the U.S.
Senate. We are urging Congress to pass legislation that would allow
professional and trade associations to offer health care plans to their
members and their members’ employees by providing coverage across
many states.

The effort to unify our organization and organize our resources to benefit all
members is essential to building the future of the profession. While in DC, our
chapter leaders will confer with others from across the country and will share
their knowledge and experiences as well. With 77,000 AIA members
nationally, our organization is larger and stronger than ever before in our
150-year history. In 2007, all chapters will join together to launch a national
celebration of our 150th Anniversary. Those will be representing AIA Nevada
are as follows Larry Macias, AIA — President, AIA Nevada; Dale Scheideman,
AlA, Grassroots Leadership Chair; David Frommer, AIA — State Government
Network Representative; Wade Simpson, AIA —President, AIA Las Vegas; Curt
Carlson, AlA — President-elect, AIA Las Vegas, Ric Licata, AIA — President, AIA
Northern Nevada and Randy Lavigne, Hon. AlIA, Executive Director, AlA
Nevada and AlA Las Vegas.
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THE WORLD COMMITS!:
IT’S TIME TO GO GREEN

A greener world

As governments worldwide commit to "green" standards and regulations, building owners are demanding more green-
oriented design, with a result that they realize lower building running costs. With the ArchiCAD® Virtual Building™ as your
robust foundation, you can gain competitive advantage by delivering sustainable design. Evaluate your project at the
earliest design stage by connecting your 3D model data to leading-edge energy analysis solutions and ensure you can
support your client’s greenest ambitions.

For more details about ArchiCAD and sustainable design, please visit us at: www.graphisoft.com.

For a free consultation about how to
improve the process of sustainable design

. OTION through building information medeling

T technologies, please call us today at 885-395-5933 ( ;RAPH | SO FT
VIRTUAL CAD SOLUTIONS AND SERVICES or email us at info@virtualcadsolutions.com. ®
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“History"

Many people that visit or move to our city are found

to have said Las Vegas has no history and if it has

they tear it down. Randy handed out "*A Brief History

of AlA Las Vegas" at our January meeting. Is our

history brief or just our knowledge of it2 The length of

history is relative to your own perception. RK
Stewart, FAIA, also at the January meeting, spoke of the history of the Institute
on a national level and how AIA Nevada and AlA Las Vegas tie into it.

Recently | was honored to help host some of our more venerable members for
a lunch to discuss our chapter's history. It was held the same day the
Castaways Hotel was imploded. The stories George Tate, AlA Emeritus, Dave
Welles, AIA Emeritus, Bob Fielden, FAIA, Dom Cambiero, AIA, Gary Guy
Wilson, AIA, Jess Holmes, FAIA and Ray Lucchessi, AlA tell about the “early
days” of our chapter and the architectural community are not only interesting
and funny but really promotes a sense of history that our chapter has. These
oral histories are on video and will be made available to the members in some
appropriate format.

Some members have suggested we create an AlA Las Vegas Firm Family Tree.
This will provide an interesting diagram adding further information to our
chapter's archives. We will pursue this and have more about this later in the
year. We will need everyone's input to provide an accurate account of the
appropriate connections between firms.

With the AIA's 150 year anniversary taking place next year, Windom Kimsey,
FAIA is heading up a committee that will look at local programs within our
community to increase awareness and celebrate that milestone (more
champagne, pins and Spanish eagles?). We will apply for grants from the AIA
to fund any additional programs. There will be continued work on this as we
travel to Washington D.C. for Grassroots next month.

| encourage everyone to use the AIA meetings this year to meet some of our
“Golden Guys" , as Randy calls them, and spend some time listening to some
of our chapter’s lore.

“History” can help us understand where we are and provide ideas of where
we want to go.

AIA CONVENTION 2006

We are pleased to announce that AIA 2006 Convention is being held in Los
Angeles and registration is now open!

Innovation...Engagement...Inspiration. Take advantage of more than 100
professional tours and continuing education seminars of world renowned
architecture and architects, including environmentally sound green buildings,
award-winning Los Angeles-based architect's homes and offices. Take part in
the theme presentations presented by Frank Gehry, FAIA, Arata Isozaki, Hon.
FAIA, José Rafael Moneo, Hon. FAIA, Marilyn Jordan Taylor, FAIA, Kim Day, AIA,
Bill Morrish, and William McDonough, FAIA.

Save on your convention registration fees by registering before the March 15
Early-Bird deadline. Make your reservations now and get your choice hotel.

Please visit the Convention Web site for more details and to register. The
Convention Guide is also available to download for your convenience at
aiaexpo@mc-comm..

2006 AIA LAS VEGAS
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President:
Wade Simpson, AlA
Welles Pugsley Architects

President-Elect:
Curt Carlson, AIA
SH Architecture

Director
Financial Resources:
John Treston, AIA
UNLV Planning & Construction

Director
Scholarships:
Shelly Ann Hayden, AIA
McCarran International Airport

Director
Legislative Affairs:
Mark Hobaica, AlIA
City of Henderson

Director
Design & Service Awards:
Sean Coulter, AIA
Welles Pugsley Architects

Director
High School Design Awards:
Michele Tayengco, AlA
Welles Pugsley Architects

Director
Golf & Putting Tournaments:
Roy Burson, AIA
JVC Architects

Associate Director
Intern & Associate Programs:
Richard Van Diepen, Assoc. AIA
PGAL Architects

Director
Emerging Professionails:
John Lopeman, AIA
JMA Architecture Studios

Allied Director
Membership & Benefits:
Shelly Cannon

TJK Consulting Engineers, Inc.

Director
UNLV Educadtion Liaison:
Michael Kroelinger, AlA
UNLV School of Architecture

Past President:
Robert A. Fielden, FAIA
RAFI

Executive Director:

Randy Lavigne, Hon. AIA
AlA Nevada/AlA Las Vegas



