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ASSISTANCE FOR GULF REGION ARCHITECTS
A LETTER FRO//,N DOUG STEIDL, FAIAAND NORANAN KOONCE, FAIA

ln the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina we are hearing from two distinct groups of people:
our fellow architects in the Gulf States who have lost or sustained considerable damage
to their homes and offices and those AIA members seeking to provide assistance to
their colleagues in need. Funds are needed to help sustain people over the next 4-6
weeks so that payrolls can be met, food and clothing can be purchased and staff can
be retained for the work ahead. To help meet these needs, the AIA has created a
special fund called the "Displaced Architects Fund" and asks for your consideration in
making a contribution immediately. Every dollar will be sent to assist architects and
their teams. Please go to www.aia.org/about_katrina_aid to make your contribution
online.

ln addition, in partnership with local and state AIA components across the country, the
AIA has created two services to assist our fellow architects (whether AIA members or
not) in need of housing, office space, technology hardware and software, furniture,
resource materials and more:
. An online "matching" service has been developed to provide a central database
with posting and search capabilities to match those looking for work or accommodations
with those having available positions or space. This is a free service and we encourage
youtovisittheAlAHurricaneResponseExchangeat' w w w a i a o r g /
katrina_response_exchange and offer what you have.
ManyAlA components are linking in to this site to create
a coordinated focal point to connect those who have
with those in need.
o fi "registry" has been created to provide
displaced architects with the technology tools
(computers, copiers, printers, etc) they will need to help
them keep their doors open, serve their clients and
position themselves for the rebuilding efforts to come.
We invite you to visit the registry at 'www.aia.org/
about_katrina_aid and select an item to sponsor. ln
exchange, these items will be gathered, organized, put
on an 18-wheeler and distributed directly to those
architects over the coming days.

These are not the only efforts underway. From
humanitarian aid to assisting with structural
assessments, AIA is working to focus the generosity and
prolific skills of our members to the greatest benefit.
When it is time to consider the future of the hardest-hit
places, these communities will need the help of
everyone, but especially the architect. Who better than
the architects from New Orleans, Gulfport and elsewhere
to play a leading role in shaping things? To do that,
they need to be back up on their feet. You can help
them today.

We urge you to join us in supporting the architects hit
by this catastrophe. They and their entire teams of
associates, project managers, administrative staff and
others need your help.

Sincerely,
Douglas L Steidl, FAIA, MRAIC
Norman L. Koonce, FAIA
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THE IMPACT OF KATRINA

Below is an email from one of the
displaced architects in New
Orleans. He writes in response
to an email from an AIA staff
member, Jennifer Barry, inquiring
to see how he is and if there is
anything we can do to help. ln
reading his response you will sense how we can
help - how we must help.

"Jennifer - thank you so much - we are all safe
and opening an office in Baton Rouge next week,
next to Skipper Post's office. Skipper has
"adopted" our firm and we will be under his wing
for a few months. (God bless Skipper and his
staff!) I know my office survived the wind and
flooding, but we don't know about the looting
yet, or when we can return. The critical thing for
all of our New Orleans firms is going to be cash
flow - we need work to sustain our staffs - all of
our current projects locally will be in suspension
for months, and our accounts receivable won't
start to pay again for several months, until a city
and its basic services can be restored. My
largest client - Memorial Hospital at Gulfport -
has been devastated and all of the staff has no
homes left! The magnitude of all of this is
incomprehensible.

I hope that you can forward this to Norman
Koonce - I think thatAlA should immediately take
the lead in the rebuilding of New Orleans. Who
better than architects to put their arms around a
complex problem, understand it, listen well,
study hard, and develop solutions??

The city will need:
Stabilization - stop the water and drain New
Orleans
Restore services - probably to the CBD first -
where the wind and water was least - and the
only damage was looting
Master Plan - develop an inclusive planning
structure to start to identify the problems,
prioritize the needs and decide what to do next
lmplementation - Coordinate with federal, state,
and local authorities (with someone in charge
hopefully) the roll-out of the solutions and the
plan to pay for it.

I am still traumatized by all this - it has been
horrific and terrifying, and many otherAlA minds
can certainly improve on this start - but we need
to move quickly - we need to find emergency
funding for basic needs for our staffs.

Please know that our firm is ready to help -
needs to help - has to help, the best way to avoid
complete collapse in this catastrophe is to work
and work hard. Please pass this along" - Ron
Blitch FAIA

. Post job opportunities and any assistance you can
provide on the www.aialasvegas.org website. This site is
linked to AIA National, AIA Louisiana, AIA Mississippi, and AIA
Alabama sites. Email your job posting to Debi at
d raff i@aia nevada. org.
. Go to the AIA National site and make a donation or
post your support by donating materials, services, or any other
items that might help Gulf Coast firms to stay together.
(www. a i a. org/about_katri na_aid ). Go to the Gulf States Region website
(www.gulfstatesaia.org). This site is set up for the architects
who were affected by this disaster and allows them to tell us
how we can help. They will be making requests for
employment, housing, office space, equipment, etc. Further
it allows you to list items that you have and are willing to donate
to those in need. lt will also post brief news, related links and
create a bulletin board of messages, etc.
Thank you for joining with us to help in this crisis. Please be
prepared to lend assistance to these Gulf Coast firms when
the hard work of rebuilding these communities begins.

ASSISTANCE FOR GULF
REGION ARCHITECTS
AIA LAS YEGAS OFFERING
HOUS'NG IRANSPORTATION AND
JOBS

We have an opportunity to help the AIA
architects located in the Gulf Coast region.

Many of their homes, offices and projects have been
destroyed and it will be months before they can actually go
to work in rebuilding their own communities. ln the meantime,
they need to live and they need work.....and your firm needs
help. This provides us the opportunity to extend a helping
hand. We are establishing a "Gulf Architects Wanted" page
on our website (aialasvegas.org) so that members from that
region can easily access the information and directly contact
firms that want to offer positions on a temporary basis or
longer.

lf your firm has positions they would like to fill in this
way....and wants to be listed on the site....with your firm's
contact information, please email the basic information
regarding the positions available, qualifications, and whether
or not you can assist with transportation and housing for
those who are hired. (Try to keep this information to under
50 words.)There will be no charge to post this information
on the AIA Las Vegas website. We need to activate this
program as quickly as possible so we urge you to respond
quickly. Many other AIA chapters across the country are also
organizing this effort and AIA National is working to assist
in getting this information out to the AIA members in the
Gulf Coast Region.

Please send your job postings to Debi at
d raffi@aianevada.org.

WANT TO HELP? 
.

Have you been asking youiSelves what you can do to help?

""it



AIA LAS VEGAS
PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
Dr. RobertA. Fielden, FAIA

OCTOBERFEST

After the wrath and destruction of Hurricane
Katrina along the Gulf Coast, it makes us
thankful that allwe have to deal with is heat and wind. There was a time
when I would have added flooding to the list, but after Katrina, we don't
know what flooding is! The Chapter is offering gulf coast architects and
their staff's support through AIA national in helping them maintain and
continue their practices and operations until they are back in control of
their own destinies some time in the future.

For us here, October is a big month for the Chapter with the product
Show. Be certain you're there for the drawing for the
big prize - and it really is a big prize. There's an

Las egas Congratulations to the AIA
Las Vegas Board of
Directors for 2006. The
votes are in and we are

pleased to have each of the following members lead
the Chapter in the upcoming year and look forward
to working with them to build a stronger profession and
a better community.

2006 AIA LAS VEGAS
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Wade Simpson, AIA - President
Curt Carlson, AIA - President-elect (President in 2007)
John Treston, AIA - Director of Financial and Long
Range Planning
Shelly Ann Hayden, AIA - Director of Scholarship
Programs
Michael Kroelinger, AIA - Education Liaison
Rick Van Diepen, AIA - Director of Emerging
Professionals
Mark Hobaica, AIA - Two-Year Director
Sean Coulter, AIA - Two-Year Director
Roy Burson, AIA - One - Year Director
Michele Tayengco, AIA - One-Year Director
Shelly Cannon - Allied Director
Robert A. Fielden, FAIA - Past President

The programs and events for 2006 are currenfly being
planned and will include new challenges and
opportunities. The Board meets monthly on the 2nd
Tuesday of each month. The new Board will be sworn
into office at the AIA Las Vegas Holiday Celebration
which is planned for Wednesday, December 14th, and
will be held at Trumpet's Ballroom atAnthem Community
Center.

The Chapter is fortunate to have such a wonderful
leadership team and we thank them for their service in
2006.

enormous amount of information and knowledge for
architects to be gained from the show as well as
through the exhibits. lf you're doing work with pubtic
agencies, invite them to join you at the show. lt's a
great way to conduct marketing and they certainly
need the exposure to new products and new, better
and more efficient ways of doing things.

The last of August, a number of board members, along
with Randy and a representative from AIA national
met with the state registration board to discuss
adopting AIA continuing education standards as the
basis for a mandatory continuing education for
Nevada architects. The state board is willing to
explore the possibility, and at their next meeting, they
will discuss the proposal and schedule two formal
town hall meetings for input from architects and other
interested parties. A letter from each of you to the
state board supporting this proposal would be
extremely helpful.

Around the first of the year, the Las Vegas Convention
Authority will be seeking interest from local
architecture firms to assist the authority with
upgrading their facilities; most of the work will be
directed towards interior redevelopment. You can stay
abreast of the proposed events through
www.lvcva.com.

The AIAS Chapter at the school of architecture at
UNLV is looking for mentors to assist students have
a better understanding of professional practice. Since
so few of the faculty has relevant practice experience,
it behooves us to step in and provide this guidance
and aid.

Our new Chapter officers are now in place for next
year. Wade Simpson willguide the board as president
beginning in December and the new president-elect
is Curt Carlson. Contributing volunteer assistance
to the AIA is a great way to develop leadership skills,
meet the community leadership and prepare yourself
for a more productive professional role in our
community. The world needs more good architects -
and working with AIA will make you better.

ELECTIONS TO THE
AIA LAS VEGAS

BOARDIA
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Arehitect
Royce "Pete" Pedersen, AIA
Perkowitz & Ruth Architects

Associate AIA
Daniel Chenin, Assoc. AIA
Avery Brooks & Associates

Eric Roberts, Assoc. AIA
Swisher & Hall, AlA, Ltd.

Allied
Michael Lindsay

Unico, lnc.
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2OOSAIA LAS VEGAS
PRODUCT SHOW
OCTOBER sTH

3PM .8PM
STARDUST HOTELAND

cAslNo
3OOO LAS VEGAS

BOULEVARD SOUTH

2OO5 AIA LAS VEGAS PRODUCT SHOW
ARCHITECTURAL TOUR OF GREECE GIVE-AWAY

All you have to do is attend the AIA Las
Vegas Product Show and register at the
Jacobs Consulting booth who will be
drawing the winning name. lmagine, a

fabulous 1 0-day/B-nig ht Architectural Tour
of Greece May 19-28, 2006. Special
points of interest will include Acropolis,
Myonkonos, Turkey and Corinth.

OR YOU COULD WIN COLD HARD
CASH!!!
Watch for your "Lucky Number" in the mail.

(The mailers went out in late September.) Bring it with
you to the AIA Las Vegas Product Show. lf your "Lucky
Number" matches any one the of the booth numbers, you
win $1,000 on the spot!!l

You can also WIN CASH by visiting each of the exhibitors
booths! We're giving away over $3,000 in CASH PRIZES
and you have to be there to win. And don't forget the
exhibitors are giving away prizes, too! There are no sign-
in sheets this year, so be sure to bring plenty of business
cards in order to be eligible for vendor give-aways.

DON'T MISS THIS GREAT EVENT!
We have sold all of our booth space for the Product Show
which is great news for our members who will have the
opportunity to meet nearly 100 vendors and see all of the
new products and service that are available to them. Get
up on the latest products, services and technology in the
industry. Enjoy the complimentary food and beverages
and win fabulous prizes all at the same time. Don't forget
to bring a friend and introduce them to the AIA Las Vegas
Product Show.

Modernfold'
of Nevad?, LLC

Proud Sponsor of the
2OO5 AIA Las Vegas Product

Show

JCI&AIALASEftTf;'Sfi

-|oin us on our fabulous
Architectural Tour of

Greece and the Greek Isles

We will spend 4 nights in Athens
and 4 nights aboard the Louis
Cruise Lines "Petla'i Our
incredibly-priced program will
include round trip flights and 8-
nights' accommodations, mealr
and full sightseeing, as
illustrated. All porterage and
service charges are include4 as

well as the full services of an
expert bilingual guide.

The package inctudes
sightseelng to some of the most
beautiful and famous
attractions in Greece, Whether
in a remote mountain village, at
a coastal fishing community, or
in Constitution Square in the
very heart of Athens, all are
welcomed by the warm-hearted
Greek people!

Come with us to a country that is
the center of classic anci€nt
ruins, bordered by secluded
beaches, dotted by picturesque
ports, and highlighted bY
whitewashed villages perched
atop impressive mountains!

Members may self repoit up to I hours oi'

JCI Pending CES Provider APProvi
redits.

s26s9
for credit <ard payment

s2see
cash or check payment

SPECIAL POINTS

OF INTEREST:
. Acropolis
. Mykonos

. Kusodosi (Turkey)
. Rhodes

. Heroklion
. Santorini

. Delphi
. Epidaurus
. Mycenae
. Corinth

3975 W. Post Road
Las Vegas, NV 89118

te!: (702) 968-5290
tax: (7021968-5295

A DORMA Group Company
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NEVADA'S
LEADER IN
OPERABLE

FaR,nflONS &
rl,:.::6rF}Ea.l:A I'rV

10-Days / 8-Nights
May 19-28,2006

1-800-234-9959


