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Thompson E. Penney, FAIA
President, American lnstitute of Architects

AXA

The guest speaker for the June Membership Meeting is
Thompson E. Penney, FAIA, President of the American lnstitute
of Architects. His presentation, entitled "Connecting the Dots
Between Design, Predictive Knowledge and Public
Advocacy", addresses today's changing social and cultural
environment and calls upon architects to reach out and make
the connection in the public's mind between their growing
hunger for value and what architects do. Penney feels
architects have an opportunity and a responsibility to offer
proof about how design enriches life. Join us on Wednesday,
June 18th, 6PM at the Monte Carlo Hotel. Reception in the
Brewery Loft with dinner and presentation in the ballroom
beginning at 7:00PM.
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E. Dale Scheideman, AIA

The national convention
in San Diego was top-notch

with exceptional presentations and seminars along with
first-class hospitality. One of the many highlights of the
convention was San Diego's AIA Chapter Legacy
project. They established the Academy of
Neuroscience for Architecture. And in turn, the College
of Fellows announced that the Academy of
Neuroscience for Architecture will receive the Latrobe
Fellowship, a $100,000 grant to pursue research to
answer questions about how the human brain perceives
architecture.

All-in-all, the 2003 convention was a class-act
and a challenge for Las Vegas to measure up to in
2005. We need your ideas, suggestions, thoughts,
volunteers, and money for the Las Vegas AIA Chapter's
Legacy project! Please call, e-mail, fax or send me a
memo or a letter - just contact me and let me know
your thoughts.

2OO5 AIA NATIONAL CONVENTION
MIOVING AHEAD

It appears that over half of Nevada attended
the National Convention in San Diego this year. The
convention set an AIA record with over 20,000
registrants. Most members of the Las Vegas Steering
Committee were there to experience the convention,
take notes and get ideas about how to improve and
enhance the convention when we host in 2005.

The latest news is that due to conflicts with
other conventions being booked in Las Vegas in May
of 2005, our Convention may be moved to June 9-11,
2005. The availability of adequate convention space
with a full range of sleeping rooms and amenities will
be the determining factor, and we hope to have this
issue finally resolved this month.

lnnovative and exciting ideas are being offered
and we still want to hear from every member with
regard to concepts for the Host Chapter Party, the
Legacy Project and other suggested activities that will
showcase our city to the rest of the country. Contact
Randy Lavigne - 895-0935 or the Chair of your favorite
committee. Committee contact information available
on the aialasvegas.org website.

710 Days until Convention!
(or possibly 736 Days)

DOUGLAS L. STEIDL, FAIA

ELECTED 2OO5 PRESIDENT
Douglas L. Steidl, FAIA will be the 2004 first

vice president/president-elect and will serve in 2005 as
AIA president. AIA delegates elected Steidl during a
runoff election during the lnstitute's national convention
in San Diego on lvlay 10. Steidl's term as first vice
president begins in December 2003.

Steidl is a founding principal of Braun & Steidl,
Akron and Columbus, Ohio a general practice firm and
recipient of the AIA Ohio's Gold Medal Firm Award.
Registered in 21 states, Steidl and his firm provide
architectural planning and interior design services for
university, medical, religious and commercial projects
for which they have won several design awards.

Currently serving as AIA national treasurer, he
was a vice president in 2001 and a Board member from
1998-2000, at which time he proposed that the
lnstitute's budget be tied to AIM objectives.

Three AIA National vice president's were also
elected and they are Paul Davis Boney, FAIA and CEO
of Boney Architects, Wilmington, NC; RK Stewart,
FAIA, senior director from the California region and
principal with Gensler's San Francisco office; and
David H. Watkins, FAIA, founding principal of Watkins
Hamilton RossArchitects, lnc., Houston, TX.

James A. Gatsch, FAIA was elected treasurer
of AlA. His two-year term will run f rom 2004-2005.
Gatsch is principal of Ford Farewell Mills and Gatsch,
Princeton, NJ.

WMR COUNCIL BUSINESS MEETING
The WMR Council met on May 9th, at the San

Diego convention and the following resolutions were
adopted.

WMR Dues lncrease: ln order to cover annual
increasing expenses, member dues for Western
Mountain Region architects and associates were
approved to be increased effective in 2004. Architect
dues will increase from $6.00 to $7.50 and Associate
dues will increase from $3.00 to $3.75. ln Nevada,
these dues are included in local membership dues and
are paid to the region on behalf of member architects
and associates by your local Chapter.

WMR Honor Awards: Changes to the WMR
HonorAwards program were approved and adopted.
These changes include two new awards -- the WMR
Young Architect Award and the 25 Year Award. Watch
for the Call for Nominations in June. Also, the Call for
Entries for the WMR Design Awards will go out soon.
Visit the aiawmr.org website for specific information on
the WMR Design and Honor Awards Programs -- The
WIr/R Conference being held November 14-15 in
Beaver Creek, CO, and all details of the conference
are available on the aiacolorado.org website --
accessible through the aiawmr.org site.
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AIA NEVADA
PRESIDENT'S

MESSAGE
David S. Frommer, AIA

As the State of Nevada
enters the last month of
the 2003 Legislative
Session, continued
tracking of the state budget
and revenue situation
reveals that many
unknowns still exist and no

tax plan is clearly prevailing at this time. The Gross
Receipts tax is still alive, a professional services
'transaction'tax is still under discussion, sin taxes,
Secretary of State fee increases, business activity tax
increases and a host of other tax and fee increases are
still under consideration. Proposals have been put
forth that advocate a multitude of tax increases that
combine many of the vehicles previously mentioned,
which is of particular concern to the business
community.

Many sources state that it is anticipated that
the Governor will call a special session to continue the
discussion of the state expenditures and revenues to
bring resolution to this issue outside of the regular
session.

lssues regarding construction defects litigation,
liens, the operation of the State Public Works Board,
public bidding regulations, and public payment
procedures in construction projects are still under
discussion, review and redrafting. Progress appears to
have been made in these areas, and AIA Nevada's
concerns have been heard by the sponsors of the
associated Bill Drafts.

AIA Nevada has sent our position statements to
most of the legislators and had personal discussions
with many officials in state government. As the tax
discussion has been the focus of attention, AIA Nevada
followed up with updated position statements which
were sent to the chairs of the taxation committees in
both houses. Your interests as Architects, design
professionals and members of the design and
construction industry are being represented to state
government.

This past May, I was honored to represent AIA
Nevada at the 2003 AIA National Convention in San
Diego, CA. Elections for national office were held, with
Douglas Steidl, FAIA, prevailing for President in 2005.
Doug will serve as AIA National President during the
2005 AIA National Convention to be held in Las Vegas.
Advance convention planned was conducted as Doug
joined the 2005 AIA Las Vegas National Convention
Steering Committee for a meeting on May 2A,2003. I

am pleased to report that Doug showed great
enthusiasm for Las Vegas as host of the 2005 AIA
National Convention and showed great leadership,
insight and cooperation in discussing the potential for

this convention. I am certain that the State of Nevada
will be served well by Doug's leadership in the years to
come.

Beyond the active legislative program and the
AIA National Convention, the 2003 AIA Nevada
Excellence in Design and Distinguished Service
Awards is being planned at this time. Reserve the date
of October, 11, 2003 for what promises to be an
exceptional program. Plans have been made to
conduct the event at Caesar's Palace in Las Vegas. I

am looking forward to seeing the broad participation of
the state membership in this program, which has
become a hallmark of AIA Nevada.

YOUR FIRM PROFILE UPDATED ON.LINE
NoW...... LINK TO YOUR WEBSITE!

By now you have received your email --
providing your username and password so that you can
go to the aialasvegas.org website and update your firm
profile at any time.

Now....potential clients and information seekers
..from all over the country who visit the Las Vegas
site...can access your firm information through the
"Find an Architect" or "Find an AIA Allied Business
Partner" search features on the site.

To make this marketing tool even more
Effective LINK YOUR AIA FIRM PROFILE DIRECTLY
TO YOUR OWN WEBSITE..... AND YOU CAN ALSO
INCLUDE A PHOTO AND YOUR LOGO on your Firm
Profile Page.

AIA does all the work and makes the links.
All for the very small price of $35.00 per month,
($420.00 per year) which benefits your AIA Chapter
and provides excellent exposure for your firm.
lnterested? Contact Randy Lavigne -895-0936 or
rlavigne @ aianevada.org

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
We are pleased to welcome these new members to
AIA Las Vegas:

ARCH ITECTS:
Walter Trowbridge, AIA

Walter Trowbridge Architect
ALLIED

George Glendenning
ACE Engineering

Fred Progner
Florim USA - Esquire Division
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