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ATA LV ELECTIONS
for service on the 2004 AIA Las Vegas
Board of Directors

Service on the AlA Las Vegas Board of Directors is one of the
most important contributions a member can make to the Chapter.
Directors are responsible to the members for the proper
management and effective handling of the business of the Chapter
and must represent the best interests of all members and the
Institute at all times. In addition, each Director also serves as
the Chair of an AIA Committee or Event, and is responsible for
directing the progress of that committee or event in achieving its
goals.

The Chapter always needs innovative thinkers and problem
solvers to serve on the Board and represent the membership.
Do you want contribute to the Chapter as a Director on the
Board....or do you know someone who would like to serve?
Someone who could contribute to the success of the Chapter?
Someone who would be a great representative for the members?
If so, use the Nomination Form included inside this newsletter.
Those who are currently serving on the Board are available for
re-election and have indicated their willingness to continue to
serve.

Please make certain that the person(s) you are nominating will
accept, and that they have the time and interest to serve as a
leader of the Chapter. Candidates must be AIA members in good
standing.

Nominations will be accepted until May 21st. Candidates and
their statements will be included in the June issue of the FORUM.
Ballots will be sent to members in July, and must be returned to
the AIA office by 5PM on Friday, August 1st.

Newly elected members of the Board will be posted to the
aialasvegas.org website on August 2nd.

AMonthly Publication of the Las Vegas Chapter of the American Institute of Architects
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AIA LAS VEGAS
PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE

E. Dale Scheideman, AlA

LAS VEGAS ARCHITECTS
COMPETE WITH
NATIONAL FIRMS....

AND WIN!

Interviews were recently conducted to select an
architecture firm to design the new North West High
School (Career and Technical Center), a 50-Million
dollar project. There were ten firms selected for
interview. Several of the local firms associated with
large national firms.

The presentations were exceptional, given the
depth and breath of experience and competence
brought to the table by the “mega-firms” as well as the
local firms.

The Las Vegas architects displayed exceptional
skills and captured the committee’s attention. They
were at the center of the discussion and decision. The
committee could not make a wrong decision -- all firms
and their associates were highly qualified. The
committee’s ratings were very close; however, they
recommended a local firm that was not associated with
a large national firm. Way to go Swisher & Hall, AlA,
Ltd. and way to go Las Vegas!!

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

We are pleased to welcome these new members to
AlA Las Vegas:

ARCHITECTS:
Michelle Stalk, AlA
Madsen Kneppers & Associates, Inc.
ASSOCIATES
Kate Patterson, Assoc. AlA
Tate Snyder Kimsey Architects
ALLIED
Edmundo Brondo
WRG Design, Inc.
Anthony Dazzio
Burke & Associates, Inc.
Todd-Avery Lenahan
Avery Brooks & Associates
Richard Van Horn
Kleinfelder, Inc.
James Begley
Schirmer Engineering Corporation

SAN DIEGO - NATIONAL CONVENTION
DECISIONS TO BE MADE

There are a number of important issues to be
determined in San Diego, not the least of which is the
election of the First Vice President/ President-elect.
One of the three candidates for this position will be
elected to serve as President of the Institute in 2005.
The new 2005 President will have a great deal of
influence regarding the theme and the organization of
the AIA Las Vegas National Convention. Candidates
include Douglas L. Steidl, FAIA from Ohio; Robin
Ellerthorpe, FAIA from lllinois; and Stephen
Castellanos, FAIA from California.

In addition to the elections, there are two major
issues to be presented and voted upon.

Resolution 01-1 requests a 3-year extension of
the dues assessment of $50.00 per year on each
Architect member to be used for advertising or similar
sponsorship or underwriting opportunities.

Resolution 02-1 is to encourage the initiation of
pilot (test) membership programs, beginning in 2003,
with the results to be reported at Grassroots 2004.
These programs are based on the supposition that AIA
would like to enhance and influence connectiveness
within the widening field of architecture, its related
disciplines and devotees, and to test the issues of
membership inclusiveness.

WMR COUNCIL BUSINESS MEETING

The WMR meeting will be held at 7:00AM on
Friday, May 9th, in the Torrance Room at the San
Diego Marriott Hotel. Several issues regarding the
region will be voted upon. The agenda and the
resolutions covering each issue are posted to the
aiawmr.org website.

Resolution #1 requests an increase in WMR
dues from $4.50 per architect member to $7.00 per
architect member.

Resolution #2 proposes that the election of
WMR Directors should be done on a rotating basis,
allowing each state component in the region to fill a
WMR Director position on a rotating basis.

Resolution #3 requests changes to the current
WMR Honor Awards program in order to improve and
update the criteria and the procedures.

A reception for the new AIA Fellows from the
WMR Region, will be held at 5:00PM on Friday, May
9th in the Columbia 1 Room. The newest Fellows from
the region are C. Robert Campbell, FAIA from
Albuquerque, and John Douglas, FAIA from Central
Arizona.
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With the 2003 Nevada
Legislative Session
passing the midpoint, a
great deal of activity is
being seen as Bill Drafts
make their way out of
committee or fail to do so.
Many of the Bill Drafts have seen intensive testimony to
understand their impacts on business, government and
the citizens of Nevada.

Below is an update of issues that have been
discussed, amended, are considered for amendment or
on which AIA Nevada (thanks to Max Hershenow, AIA
and his generosity with his time on behalf of AIA
Nevada) has testified to provide the Legislature with
the perspective of AIA Nevada members.

State Building Codes:
At this time, it is understood that the state code

related Bill Drafts are being amended in preparation for
the ICC codes to be adopted, and a holistic view of the
ICC codes is being supported by AIA Nevada in future
state reviews and adoptions. At this time it appears the
State and AIA Nevada are in agreement with this
holistic approach.

Mechanics’ and Materialmen’s Liens.

The Bill Draft for liens has already been
amended once. AlA Nevada is reviewing the amended
version to determine if the revision incorporates AlA
Nevada’s concerns about recognizing intellectual,
conceptual or non-physical work or improvements to
land as lienable items.

State Taxes and Fees:

This is a very broad issue that is receiving a
great deal of discussion and attention due to its broad
impact on everyone in Nevada. AIA Nevada has
developed a series of position papers regarding the
variety of taxes and fees that directly impact AIA
Nevada members. These position papers are available
at www.aianevada.org.

Since it is very hard to determine if, which or
how many of the business tax proposals will be
adopted, AIA Nevada has taken the position to provide
statements about each one and how it will impact our
membership and their ability to conduct business. As
AlA Nevada is one voice among many on this issue,
your board feels it is most prudent to bring forth the
primary issues relating to these tax proposals and their
impacts without outright acceptance or rejection of any

My

of these tax proposals. This approach allows our
legislators to understand what is troubling to our
membership when considering the various tax
proposals.
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Construction Defect Litigation:
There has been a great deal of debate on this

issue as it affects professional services and contracting
services alike and is a very important issue to
homeowners and building owners. Not all Bill Drafts
for construction defect litigation have made it out of
committee, and AIA Nevada continues to advocate the
idea of a qualification panel or third-party review
process for construction defects so defects are
validated and can be addressed fairly for all parties
involved. AIA Nevada also advocates putting in place
regulations that require the repair of construction
defects with any funds set aside to do so, so the
property is repaired as intended by any settlement.

There is still much work to be done regarding
these and other issues for the 2003 Nevada Legislative
Session. AIA Nevada has many position papers
regarding proposed legislation on the website. Please
take some time to review the issues and positions and
provide input so that your voice as an AIA Nevada
member is represented.

ARCHITECTURE LAS VEGAS
WINS MAGGIE AWARD

After the publication of only three issues,
Architecture Las Vegas, the official publication of the
AIA Chapter, has won a Maggie Award for Best Annual
Publication in the West.

The annual awards program is hosted by the
Western Publications Association (WPA) and the
ceremony was held in Los Angeles on Friday, April
11th, where the announcement was made.

The 2003 issue will be published in September
this year, so it’s time to reserve your advertising space.
Our magazine is the definitive architectural annual for
Las Vegas and is designed to educate, inspire and
promote public interest in architectural excellence.

The AIA Editorial Committee consisting of
Robert Fielden, FAIA, Michael Alcorn, AlA, Jeanne
Brown, Eric Strain, AIA, David Frommer, AIA and editor,
Phil Hagen is currently hard at work developing the
content for the September issue. Remember, your
advertising message reaches a loyal readership of over
190,000 in the Las Vegas Valley, and in addition, the
magazine has a one-year shelf life, with full newsstand
and bookseller distribution in Las Vegas and across the
United States. Deadline for advertising space is July 1,
2003 and materials is July 10, 2003. Contact Vince
Durocher at 702-990-2450 to secure your space
location early.
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NEW BUILDING CODE FOR CLARK COUNTY

Jim Stroh, AlA, Chair AIA Codes Committee

On March 18, the Clark County Commission
voted to adopt the 2000 International Building Code
(IBC) with an effective date of July 7, this year. Expect
the Henderson and North Las Vegas City Councils to
quickly follow suit, probably with similar effective dates.
As adopted, the 2000 IBC contains numerous “local”
amendments, many of which AlA Las Vegas could not
support. Our primary concerns dealt with the
elimination of the IBC’s fire sprinkler “trade-offs”
(reductions of fire rated assemblies for fire sprinklered
buildings), and the late date of adoption for a 3-year old
code. The 2003 IBC is now available, and would
eliminate the need for many of the County’s
amendments.

The City of Las Vegas Building Department has
opted to seek adoption of the 2003 IBC< and is in the
midst of a comprehensive review of the document. City
Building Official Paul Wilkins has enlisted the
participation of the AlA, engineers, contractors, other
industry professionals and representatives from other
building code enforcement jurisdictions. Mr. Wilkins
has made clear his intent to seek adoption of the 2003
IBC with minimal amendments, generally limited to
local issues of geography, geology and climate. The
2003 IBC should have an effective date near the end of
the year.

AlA’s goal is for all major jurisdictions, including
the Clark County School District and State Public
Works Board, to enforce the same building codes, with
the same amendments. We feel strongly that this is in
the best interest of the health, safety and welfare of the
public, and would minimize confusion and
misinterpretations. We applaud Paul Wilkins approach
to the 2003 International Building Code review, and see
it as evidence of the close cooperation and
collaboration available between building departments
and design professionals in our community.

BUILDING CODES ILLUSTRATED
A Guide to Understanding the International
Building Code

The building industry is moving toward a single
set of construction codes that, hopefully one day, will
have no regional limitations. This single code will
replace the three regional codes that have been
previously used (the Uniform Building Code, the
National code, and the Standard Building Code).
Architects need a guide to understand how the building
code affects the early design of specific projects.

Wiley Publications has announced the release
of Building Codes lllustrated: A Guide to Understanding
the International Building Code, providing highly
illustrative explanations with expert guidance to the
IBC. $45.00 and available in local bookstores or by
calling 1-800-225-5945 or wiley.com

MAY

ULI - SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
CONFERENCE - June 5™ and 6"

“Green design”, “sustainability”,
“environmentally sensitive”, “high performance” - what
does it all mean?

Attend the Las Vegas District Council of the
Urban Land Institute’s “Sustainable Development:
Myths and Realities” conference June 5™ and 6" at
UNLYV to learn the truth and dispel the myths.

Whether your focus is master planning,
residential, or commercial development this conference
promises to raise a higher awareness and bring a
deeper understanding of sustainable development
through current projects and applicable topics including
economics, marketing, alternative energy, quality of
life, and regulatory programs.

In addition to roundtable discussions and
panels, David Gottfried of WorldBuild Technologies,
Inc., and Steve Kellenberg of EDAW will deliver
compelling, engaging keynote addresses.

Who should attend? Developers, builders,
design professionals, lenders, economic development
officers, and others from the real estate development
community; community planners, regulators, elected
officials, and others involved in the planning and
entitlement of land, and commercial, and residential
real estate development.

For more information please call the ULI Las
Vegas office at 702-798-5156 or email
coordinator @ uli.lasvegas.org If you miss it, you won’t
get it!

If Walls ould Talk,

They’d Say HCE

That’s because we’re behind
so many. Since 1984, we've pro-
vided the highest quality HVAC,
plumbing and electrical design
solutions for more than 2500
projects in the fastest growing met-
ropolitan area in the country.
| Whatever your project—Public
Works, Medical, Technology,
| Commercial, Hospitality, Educa-

tional, Industrial/Manufacturing—
! we can solve your mechanical
and electrical design problems.
Check out our hidden talents at
www.harrisengineers.com
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