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ci 'Iw k H ~ |Legislative Advocacy
'I o, s @ One of the most important AIA activities is the legislative advocacy that is

provided on the local, state and national levels. Each year representatives from AIA
Nevada, AlA Las Vegas and AlA Northern Nevada travel to Washington, DC to
meet with legislators and speak on behalf of the membership regarding proposed
legislation and issues that affect architectural practice, design and construction in
Nevada.

In the current legislative session in Carson City, a number of bills have
been introduced, including the ones for “new taxes”, which require close monitoring
and action by your AIA Nevada legislative committee. These are included in David
. |} Frommer’s President’s Message in this issue. To review AIA Nevada positions on
' || each of these bills and to stay informed regarding the actions and progress on
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AlA LAS VEGAS
PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE

Our trip to Washington
and Grassroots was great —
the overall program was
best ever! The Nevada
contingent was fortunate to
visit with Senator Reid,
Congresswoman Shelley
Berkley, and Congressman
John Porter. We also visited with Senator Ensign’s and
Congressman Gibbon'’s staffs. We had informative
discussions on the Qualifications-Based Selection
(QBS) for architects, taxes, Transportation Equity Act or
Reauthorization (TEA-21), and Building Security
Through Design.

The American Institute of Architects’ (AlA) staff
hosted an exciting Issues Forum using interactive
electronic polling. We received instantaneous results
on the polling of 44 issues. Issues varied from what
members wanted from AlA to communication and
education. You can view issues and responses on the
AlA web site.

More good news — AIA National President, Thom
Penney, FAIA, will visit Las Vegas and be our guest
speaker for the June membership meeting.

PAID YOUR DUES?

If you are an architect, associate or allied member
of AIA and you haven’t paid your dues for 2003, your
membership has lapsed as of March 31st.

This means that you have lost all AIA Member
benefits on the local, state, regional and national levels.

This includes notices and updates regarding Chapter

events, free attendance at membership meetings,
subscriptions to AIA publications, discounts on AIA
member services, and perhaps most importantly, the use
of the AlA designation with your name.

You can still “reinstate” however. Pay your dues
today and your membership can be reinstated with hardly
any interruption in your benefits.

Contact the AlA Las Vegas office to reinstate your
membership - 702-895-0936.

THE AIA TRUST

Do you know all the benefits and programs that
the AIA Trust can offer you? Here’s a sample.....
Healthcare Coverage, Term Live Insurance,
Professional Liability insurance, Business Owners
Insurance, Disability Insurance, High Limit Accident
Insurance, Personal Insurance, Retirement Plans, and
Legal Information Service. In addition, AIA Trust
provides numerous programs and seminars that help
you to protect yourself and your firm. To learn more go
to www.TheAlATrust.com website. The site is also
linked to the aialasvegas.org and aianevada.org
websites and can be accessed through either.
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

We are pleased to welcome these new members to
AlA Las Vegas:

ARCHITECTS:
Harry Ray, AlA
The Richardson Partnership
Alan Blum, AIA
A.L.B.A.
ASSOCIATES
Jack Webb, Assoc. AIA

Elinor Vargas, Assoc. AlA
Swisher Hall, AlA, Ltd

Jerry Vargas, Assoc. AlA

Shane Chism, Assoc. AlA
Swisher Hall, AlIA, Ltd.

Ken Ballard, Assoc. AlA
Suzanna Rutar Architect

ALLIED
Jules Maziar
Quality Design Products
Clea Morwick
Facilitec of Nevada, Inc.
Nancy Paolino
Flagship Construciton Company, LLC
Bill Root
Carson, Taylor, Harvey
Michael Pullen
Nevada By Design
FrancisHamele
Wausau Tile, Inc.
John Thistlewood
Ledcor Industries (USA), Inc.
BRIEFS:

Jessica Perkins has joined Sandberg &
Small Architecture as Senior Planner. She has also
been named as President of the newly formed Chapter
of the Council of Educational Facility Planners
International.

HCA Architects is moving! Effective March
24th until January 1st, 2004, HCA will be located at
1500 East Tropicana, Suite 201, Las Vegas, NV 89119
and can be reached at 731-0363.

Geotechnical and Environmental Services,
Inc. has announced that Doug Davis has joined the
firm as Staff Geologist.

Ninyo & Moore has announced that Brad L.
Olsen, Principal Engineer of the Las Vegas office, has
been awarded the prestigious Engineer of the Year -
Private Sector Award from the American Society of
Civil Engineers. Congratulations, Brad!



AIA NEVADA
PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE

David S. Frommer, AlA

The 2003 Nevada
Legislative Session is in
full gear with a substantial
amount of Bill Drafts being
introduced. Below is a
summary of the Bill Drafts
identified to date that
impact AIA Nevada
members, with AIA Nevada’s formative position stated
below. The URL’s of the Bill Drafts are listed so that
you may view the Bill Drafts online for your own review.
In some instances, a position has not been formulated
yet due to the recent release of the Bill Draft (although
this may change by the publication date of the
newsletter.)

In all instances, we are looking for AIA Nevada
member input to inform our positions so that they
reflect the membership. Please do not hesitate to
contact me or the AIA Nevada office to offer your
thoughts regarding these legislative proposals. These
positions are flexible based on the input of the
membership.

AB57: Provides for adoption of certain seismic
requirements by State Public Works Board and certain
governing bodies. (http://www.leg.state.nv.us/72nd/bills/
AB/AB57.pdf)

AlA Nevada has voiced opposition to this Bill
Draft. We believe this Bill Draft is focused on adopting
the structural provisions of the International Building
Code (IBC), without adopting the remaining IBC. AlA
Nevada advocates adopting code families as holistic
systems, not as individual entities, to avoid conflicts,
interpretation issues and enforcement problems.

SB115: Provides for designation of State
Plumbing Code by State Public Works Board. (http://
www.leg.state.nv.us/72nd/bills/SB/SB115.pdf)

It is believed this Bill Draft is intended to allow
for the changeover of the state plumbing code to the
IBC. Plumbing codes are currently state mandated and
are currently defined as the Uniform Plumbing Code.
This Bill Draft performs housekeeping to change over
the language of SB115 to allow for a State Plumbing
Code instead of the Uniform Plumbing Code. AlA
Nevada’s position is that ICC should be specifically
referenced in this Bill Draft to ensure consistency of
the I-Codes throughout state building codes.

B206: Makes various changes to provisions relating to
mechanics’ and materialmen’s liens. (http://
www.leg.state.nv.us/72nd/bills/SB/SB206.pdf)

This Bill Draft is intended to update and refine the state
law on liens. While AIA Nevada supports strengthening
lien rights and many provisions of this Bill Draft, we
have a few issues with this Bill Draft. The most

substantive is that it attempts to define work more
clearly but does not clearly include intellectual,
conceptual or non-physical work or improvements,
which represents a substantial portion of the work AIA
Nevada’s membership performs on land. These non-
physical improvements increase the value of land and
should be lien-able. AIA Nevada intends to request the
sponsors of this Bill Draft address this issue.

AB204/SB219: Provides revenue in support of
state budget. (http://www.leg.state.nv.us/72nd/bills/AB/
AB204.pdf and http://www.leg.state.nv.us/72nd/bills/SB/
SB219.pdf)

This Bill Draft is part of the Governor’s plan to
increase state revenue through changes in taxation.
AlA Nevada has great concern regarding the increase
in the Business Activity Tax to $75/employee/quarter,
which is supposed to be reduced to $35/employee/
quarter in 2005. This is a substantial increase for the
current $25 amount and is a costly business expense.
AlA Nevada favors indexing the Business Activity Tax
to a leading inflation indicator to adjust the amount to
account for inflation each legislative session with a
cap, but feels a steep immediate increase will cause
unnecessary dampening of business activity in Nevada.

SB238/AB281: Provides revenue in support of
state budget. (http://www.leg.state.nv.us/72nd/bills/SB/
SB238.pdf and http://www.leg.state.nv.us/72nd/bills/AB/
AB281.pdf)

This is the major taxation Bill Draft introduced
by the Governor. AIA Nevada has concerns regarding
this Bill Draft. It includes the Gross Receipts Tax,
which AlA Nevada has not out-rightly supported or
opposed, but we have given guidance to elements that
are of particular concern the AIA Nevada. The
provision for pass-through income has been
recognized. A credit for the Business Activity Tax has
not been included. Out-of-state revenues are subject
to Nevada tax if they are not taxed by the state they are
generated in. Out-of-state entities revenues generated
in Nevada are taxed, but there is not a clear collection
mechanism identified for these collections. No
provision exists to exempt public funds (previously
collected taxes and fees) from further taxation and
erosion of public spending power. This Bill Draft also
includes the Entertainment Tax, an increase in the
Business License Tax, restatement of the increase in
the Business Activity Tax, provisions for Sin Taxes,
various increases in Secretary of State Fees, increases
in Property Taxes and increases in Gaming Taxes.

Besides the aforementioned Business Activity
Tax, the major issue of the Bill Draft that affects AIA
Nevada members is the Gross Receipts Tax. AlA
Nevada has advocated responsible spending and
review of government spending before the institution of
tax increases. In past taxation position statements, AIA
Nevada has not explicitly supported or opposed the
Gross Receipts Tax. AlA Nevada has explicitly
opposed a Professional Services Tax as narrow and
ineffective. After polling Architects in several states
where a Gross Receipts Tax was in place. every one




stated they would prefer a Professional Services Tax
instead. even if the marginal rate were substantially
higher. due to ease of passing this tax on to the
consumer. We need member input regarding AIA
Nevada’s position on these taxes. Your ability to
conduct business profitably may depend on what taxes
are supported and ultimately instituted. AIA Nevada
needs to be prepared to state its position without
reservation if tax increases are determined as
necessary, which appears to be the prevailing
discussion at this time.

SB241: Makes various changes to provisions
governing certain claims for constructional defects.
(http://www.leg.state.nv.us/72nd/bills/SB/SB241.pdf)

This Bill Draft has been introduced to address
Construction Defect Litigation and Remediation. AIA
Nevada has long supported tort reform in Nevada for
construction defects. This Bill Draft seems to be a step
in the right direction to allow the repair of defective
work prior to the initiation of legal action. AIA Nevada
generally supports this Bill Draft at this time.

However, review of this Bill Draft has yielded
the following concerns: Design and construction are
not permitted to be defective regarding code
compliance if a building inspector signs off on the
work. This may be an issue as it assumes infallibility
of building inspectors, which may not be reasonable
and may not permit a building owner to seek recourse
if a non-code compliant condition was unknowingly
approved by a building inspector. There is some
vagueness to the Bill Draft such as ‘normal settlement,
shrinkage, wear and tear’ which will be hard to qualify
without expert review. The Bill Draft allows for up to
180 days from the initial receipt of the notice of a
potential construction defect for the contractor,
subcontractor or design professional to decide if they
will elect to repair a construction defect. This may be
an excessive period of time depending on the nature of
the construction defect and the property use. In
instances of residences, the contractor is permitted to
make a sole determination whether a defect exists or
not, which does not seem equitable. An issue also
exists with disclosure of repaired construction defects,
as the Bill Draft requires disclosure of construction
defects and ultimate remediation upon sale of a
property. This will certainly affect the value of
properties which have been repaired to meet original
specifications and seems unfair to a property owner
who has been subject to a construction defect. AIA
Nevada prefers to have the party responsible for the
repair of a construction defect to certify the repair
meets original specification, thereby providing an ‘as-
new’ condition not requiring disclosure.

The following Bill Drafts are still under initial
review by AlA Nevada:

AB393: Revises provisions governing
payments on public works. (http://www.leg.state.nv.us/
72nd/bills/AB/AB393.pdf)

AB401: Allows public body or Department of
Transportation to authorize private entity to acquire,

construct, improve, maintain or operate transportation
facility. (http:/www.leg.state.nv.us/72nd/bills/AB/
AB401.pdf)

AB446: Revises certain provisions relating to
constructional defects, dissolution of corporations and
limited-liability companies and commencement of civil
actions by unit-owners’ associations. (http:/
www.leg.state.nv.us/72nd/bills/AB/AB446.pdf)

SB382: Makes various changes to provisions
governing public financial administration. (http://
www.leg.state.nv.us/72nd/bills/SB/SB382.pdf)

SB118: Revises provisions governing ability of
State Fire Marshal to regulate construction,
maintenance and safety of buildings and structures in
certain counties. (http://www.leg.state.nv.us/72nd/bills/
SB/SB118.pdf)

Again, AIA Nevada aims to represent the
positions of the membership on all of these Bill Drafts.
The Bill Drafts that become Bills will affect how AIA
Nevada members will operate their businesses and
affairs for years to come, so your input is critical.
Contact the chapter office or the AIA Nevada Board of
Directors to voice your thoughts on these legislative
issues.

MODERNFOLD OF NEVADA, LLC
SPONSORS AIA PRODUCT SHOW

Randy Lavigne, Executive Director

For the third year in 2 row, Modernfold of
Nevada, LLC will be the hosting sponsor for the annual
AlA Las Vegas Product Show.

Modernfold of Nevada, LLC, a DORMA Group
company, is Nevada’s leader in operable partitions and
specialty doors, providing an extensive variety of
products and services including Cornell, Dorma Glas,
Dorma Automatics, Dynaco, Electric Power Door,
Kalwall, Kelley Company, MechoShade, Milcor, QMI,
Skyfold, Smoke Guard and Woodfold.

Modernfold has over 100 years combined
experience in the industry with capabilities to assist in
any phase of your project. From the design
development stage to planned maintenance,
Modernfold does it all. The parent company,
Modernfold, Inc., has been an international supplier of
operable and accordion partition systems for over 70
years.

This year’s Product Show will be held on
Wednesday, October 15th in the Grand Pavilion of the
Riviera Hotel & Casino. Over half the exhibitor booths
have been reserved already, so if you plan to exhibit,
better contact the AlA office right away.

C.E. Programs will be provided by some of the
exhibitors in conjunction with this year’s Product Show.
Mark your calendar now and plan to attend.




