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The Hand-Off - Brandon Sprague, AIA relinquishes office and presents the official
President's gavel to incoming 2003 President, Dale Scheideman, AIA at the annual AIA
Las Vegas Holiday Celebration.

The 2003 AIA Las Vegas Board of Directors - (l to r) Brandon Sprague, AlA, past
President; Richard Van Diepen, Assoc. AlA, lntern Director; Brandon Potts, Allied
Director; Robin Treston, Assoc. AlA, Associate Director; sean coulter, AlA, Director;
Wade Simpson, AlA, Director; Shelly Ann Hayden, AlA, Scholarships; Mark Hobaica,
AlA, Director; Sunny Kamath, AlA, Director of Financial Resources; Curt Carlson, AlA,
Director, Lendall Mains, AIA President-Elect.AIA

Las Vegas Forum AMonthly Publication of the Las Vegas Chapter of the American lnstitute of Architects
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AIA LAS VEGAS
PRESIDENT'S

M ESSAG E
Col. E. Dale Scheideman, AIA

I am pleased to be the
President of the AIA Las
Vegas Chapter for 2003 and
hope to continue the
successful traditions of the
Chapter.

Las Vegas valley is
blessed in many ways. We have a great AIA team,
architects, associates and allied members, i.e.;
contractors, engineers, suppliers, vendors and other
consultants. We are part of the fastest growing, and
most exciting community in the United States...if not the
world. Our environment presents unique and
significant challenges, considering our harsh climate
and rapid growth. We also experience architecture at
its best (and in some cases at its worst). Our rapid
growth has created a special community where a
majority of our architecture is new -- built within the last
15 years!

The AIA Las Vegas Chapter has had a quality
and busy 2002 and I expect 2003 will be equally as
challenging and exciting, offering a variety of
membership programs and special lectures, community
discussions, events, product show and time to have fun
with our Golf and Putting Tournaments and the Holiday
Celebration.

I hope to encourage participation by all
members. We have numerous committees on which to
serve, such as the Committee for Livable Communities,
chaired by Chuck Kubat, AIA; the Committee on the
Environment chaired by Lance Kirk, Assoc. AlA, the
Codes Liaison Committee, chaired by Jim Stroh, AIA
the Scholarships Committee chaired by Shelly Ann
Hayden, AIA and, of course, the Golf & Putting
Tournaments Committee, chaired by Brandon Potts,
and many others for all members to become involved.

ln the future -- the very near future -- our
Chapter will have the opportunity to showcase AIA Las
Vegas to the United States and to the world's architects
during the AIA National Convention in May of 2005. lt
will take a monumental effort to host this event and will
require the dedicated commitment from all of us to pull
it off! Hopefully, we can help the national and
international members of AIA to see that there is more
to Las Vegas than neon lights, entertainment and
gaming.

Planning has already begun. There are
numerous committees that re being established and
need your support and commitment. The organizational
planning needs to be completed quickly. Please contact
any AIA Board Member, Randy Lavigne or myself and
we'll find the committee that needs you.

Here's to a great 2003 and beyond.

NUARY

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
We are pleased to welcome these new members to
AIA Las Vegas:

ARCHITECTS: \-
Paul Steelman, AIA

Paul Steelman Design Group
Darrell Wood, AIA

Bergman, Walls & Associates
ALLIED

Lisa Dove
Taney Engineering

Kerry Hoflman
Ceramic Tile lnternational

BRIEFS:
Congratulations to Lendall Mains, FCSI, AIA

on becoming a principal and opening the Las Vegas
office of Pierce Goodwin Alexander & Linville
(PGAL).

Ninyo & Moore has announced that Brad L.
Olsen has been promoted to Principal Engineer and
Eric D. Elison has been promoted to Chief
Geotechnical Engineer for their Las Vegas office.
Ninyo & Moore is also providing QualityAssurance and
testing services for the Mountain Vista street
improvements for Clark County.

John F. Gray, Director of Rider Hunt Levett &
Bailey Ltd.'s North American practice and principal in
charge of their Las Vegas office, tells us Rider Hunt
Levett & Bailey Ltd's construction "Cost Index" has \,
joined Engineering News Record's list of national
construction costs indexes and will be published by
ENR on a quarterly basis.

John Frye, Project Director of McCarthy
Building Companies has announced that Christine
Callahan is their new Director of Business
Development.

A. Nelson Stone, P.E., Director of Operations
for the WLB Group, lnc. has announced the addition
of Ralph R. Matecki, P.L.S., W.R.S. as their new
Survey Manager.

Geotechnical & Environmental Services,
lnc. (GES) has been awarded the construction
materials testing and geotechnical investigation
contract for the James H. Bilbray Elementary School.

IMPORTANT EVENTS/DATES IN 2OO3

March 5-9, 2003 -

G rassroots Leadership & Legislative
Conference - Washington, DC

May 8-10,2003 -

AIA NationalConvention, San Diego, CA

November 14-15,2003 -

Western Mountain Region Conference -

Beaver Creek, CO
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AIA NEVADA
PRESIDENT'S

MESSAGE
David S. Frommer, AIA

Any president's
message for the New Year
would be lacking if it did
not recognize allthose
people who have made the
AIA Nevada successful in
the past year. Any thanks
must start with the

outgoing president, who has gone to great lengths, to
lead the growth and evolution of the AIA Nevada. Mark
Johnson, AlA, has served as a dedicated and gifted
president, who has brought the goals, visions and
needs of the two chapters represented in AIA Nevada
together. AIA Nevada is a better and more focused
organization due to Mark's leadership, and his insight
will serve the chapter well in years to come.

Ed Vance, AlA, has worked diligently to assist
in the smooth transition of roles within AIA Nevada, and
acted in his role as past-president with grace and
dignity. Ed has retired from the board, but still remains
active regarding fellowship and will positively influence
AIA Nevada policy and action in the years to come
through his continued activity in the profession.

^ 
Marty Harsin, AIA and Brandon Sprague, AlA,

represented the presidency of AIA Northern Nevada
and AIA Las Vegas, respectively, on the AIA Nevada
Board of Directors, Marty and Brandon ensured that
the needs and viewpoints of the local chapters were
consistently represented in the actions of AIA Nevada.
Their persistence and concern guaranteed that AIA
Nevada always acted in the interests of the statewide
membership. Allthree chapters owe a measure of
gratitude to these exceptional individuals.

The board-members-at-large who serve on the
AIA Nevada executive committee were always
available to voice their opinion and offer a great deal of
hard work, guidance and advice in developing AIA
Nevada related events and initiatives. Michael Crowe,
AlA, Jim Mickey, AlA, Wade Simpson, AIA and Allison
Araya, Assoc. AlA, were tireless in their efforts to make
certain that the goals and objectives of the AIA Nevada
were properly focused and the events that reflected
these goals and objectives were carried out in an
outstanding manner.

Behind every good board stands the executive
staff that makes sure everything really happens as
planned. AIA Nevada and the state membership have
true dedication in Randy Lavigne as AIA Nevada

_ Executive Director. Randy's administration and
'management of the chapter and the board have been
nothing short of exceptional. Randy is always ably
assisted by Kelly Lavigne, who ensures chapter
operations are consistently in order.

JANUARY 
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Joan Jeffers, Executive Director of AIA
Northern Nevada, has always participated in the AIA
Nevada Board meetings as an AIA Northern Nevada
representative and offered her insight and expertise in
advising the board of the events, activities and needs
of AIA Northern Nevada. Joan's important role in AIA
Nevada has ensured that the chapter stays focused on
the statewide membership and we are grateful for her
effort and dedication.

Looking towards 2003, AIA Nevada has a
strong series of initiatives to institute in the coming
year. ln 2002, the AIA Nevada developed a Mission
Statement to define its role in the profession in
Nevada. This Mission Statement reads as follows:

To unite the AIA membership in the
State of Nevada in fellowship;

To lead legislative efforts for AIA Architects
in the State of Nevada;

To engage the public with a unified voice for
AIA Architects in the State of Nevada;

To ensure the health, safety and welfare of the public
is protected through legislative efforts;

To recognize excellence in design and service to the
profession and the community.

ln meeting the initiatives of this mission
statement, AIA Nevada will have its hands full. We
expect to have a full agenda in addressing legislative
issues that impact Architects statewide. The issues of
construction administration/construction management,
the impending change in the Nevada tax structure and
other legislative items will keep the AIA Nevada busy in
ensuring the membership is well served and their
interests and the interests of the public-at-large in
relation to architecture are protected. Further
developing the concept and guidelines of the design
awards, in addition to conducting the excellence in
design and service awards juries will take a great deal
of effort and member input. Furthermore, continuing
the tradition of excellence started with the current
edition of the AIA Nevada website (www.aianevada.org)
will certainly keep the board busy.

I am looking forward to serving as your
president in 2003 and look forward to hearing the input
of the membership regarding the AIA Nevada and how
it may be of service. Please do not hesitate to contact
myself or the board members and chapter
administration if you have an idea, concern or interest
in participating in the board's activities. Best wishes on
a fruitful and healthy year.
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AIA COMMITTEE ON THE
ENVTR0NMENT (COTE)
PARTICIPATES IN ARCHITECTURE &

RECYCLING PROGRAM WITH CLARK
COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT
Lance Kirk, Assoc. AlA, Chair

and Mike Purtill, AlA. Member

As we are becoming increasingly aware,
buildings and building construction are primary
contributors to air pollution, resource depletion, ever-
growing landfills, and account for nearly one-half of the
energy consumed in developed countries. Architects,

Environment were privileged to partner and volunteer
their time with the Clark County School District
Community School Partnership Program and engage in
a discussion with several third grade classes from
schools around the valley with the goal of introducing
the idea of sustainable and alternative building
materials to the children, and discuss the roles
architects play in selecting materials for buildings.

The discussion centered on using renewable or
, recycled/recyclable building materials as a means of
. construction for several building types. Students were
it shown photographs of buildings that utilized recycled

sr materials, such as tires, cans, bottles and paper as the

o primary means of construction. Other examples

6- such as license plates for siding, reclaimed wood from

I JANUARY

old barns, and homes that used straw bale for
insulation and rammed earth for thermal mass as
exterior walls.

Art Specialists from the schools were asked t^
have the class discuss what types of items around tl.
house are recyclable and make a list of materials (i.e.
cardboard = ceredl boxes, juice boxes, cracker boxes,
toilet paper rolls: plastic = milk containers, straws,
juice bottles, plastic utensils: wood = Popsicle stick,
toothpicks: other paper products = magazines,
newspaper, paper plates). Additionally, we discussed
how various materials might be used (i.e. toilet paper
rolls or straws might be used to make chimneys or
smoke stacks; Popsicle sticks and toothpicks might be
used to make fences, or wood siding; boxes might be

used as the walls of the building). After the dialogue,
students collected recyclable materials to construct a
model of a house or building type of their choice.

On December 10 at the Ten Shades of Green
Gallery at Neonopolis, LV-COTE held a reception in the
young architects/artist honor. We celebrated with one
hundred 3'd graders, parents, friends, Art Specialists,
and principals from across the valley.

The children's artwork along with the Ten
Shades of Green exhibit will be on display at the 3'd

floor gallery at Neonopolis through January 11 , 2003
The photo above shows a few of the completed

projects from C.P. Squires elementary school. Pictu
are 3'd grade students and their family. \-

as designers and building
material specifiers, hold a
signif icant responsibility for
the stewardship of our
communities and quality of
life. Public policy, consumer
demand, and development
incentives also assert major
influences on resources and
choices available to design
professionals. By using
recycled materials or readily
renewable materials,
architects, home builders,
contractors, and home
owners can help to reduce the
amount of trash that is
produced from construction,
which will slow the use of
materials that cannot be
quickly replenished, and will
make sure that children for
future generations will have
just as good of a place to live
as we do now.

ln November,
members of the AIA Las
Vegas Committee on the
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