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CONGRATULATIONS WILLIA]VI E. SNYDER, FAIA!

BillSnyderhas been elected to The College of Fellows of The American lnstitute of Architects because of his

notable contnbutions to the advancement of the profession of architecture. He will receive his Fellowship medal at an

lnvestiture Ceremony during the AIA National Convention in Charlotte this May.

Following his personal philosophy of "giving back to the community'" Bill has freely volunteered his talents

and time to implement facilities and programs intended to enrich the educational experience of students as well as
expandthechoicesandpossibilitiesopentothem. Hisinnovativeprogramsempoweryouth,particularlythosefrom
humble homes, to dream and his mentonng guides them to follow their visions.

"As an architect, there can be no greater acknowledgement by the lnstitute than elevation to The College of
Fellows. lfeelthrilled to have been bestowed this honor."
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MESSAGE

Brandon SPrague, AIA

GreenlSustainability
EnvironmentallBiomimicry...

Call it what you will but as we

all know, it's back... During the

70's it was as prominent in the

Southwest as big collars and bell

bottoms. The lavishness of the

80's allowed it to disappear but we have the opportunity once

again to keep it front and center. Giving us the opportunity to

educate the public and do the right things architecturally. Making

our world just a little bit better...

I encourage you to visit one of Lance Kirk's Committee

on the Environment (COTE) meetings; he and his group are doing

great things, and ioin us on March 20 for David Ejadi's sustainable

presentation at the Monte Carlo.

School of Architecture Director.'.

First you built, then You occupy,

Customize Your environment"'
Make it something sPecial...

We have had the builders of the school,

Now is the opportunity to bring someone

in who willshape the School's future..'

to give it a heaft & sou/,

a PhilosoPhY(s) to asPire to,

a reputation that challenges ifs graduafes

during their long fruitful careers

This person can,

send tremors down the halls of the studios,

attract Premier facultY,

infuse a new found energy into an office

by the mere addition of a recent graduate.

Our succession Plans are at stake,

therefore our community is as well.

Let's get involved and demand excellence for

OUR School...

WILLIAM E. SNYDER, FAIA

On behalf of all the members of the AIA Las

Vegas Chapter, I want to extend a most heartfelt

congratulations to Bill Snyder, FAIA, on being elected to

the American lnstitute of Architects College of Fellows.

We could not be more pleased that Bill has received

recognition for his contributions and his value to the

profession. He joins Bob Fielden, FAIA and Jess Holmes,

FAIA as the only three AIA Fellows in the state of

Nevada. Bitl has lifted the standard and is an inspiration

to the rest of us in our careers. We are looking forward

to the lnvestiture Ceremony and the celebrations in

Charlotte this spring. Congratulations, Bill'

Brandon Sprague, AIA

President, AIA Las Vegas

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

We are pleased to welcom these new members to AIA

Las Vegas:

ARCH ITECTS
Deborah Bergin, AIA

Lucchesi Galati Architects
ALLI ED

William Luttrell
Drage & Olson, LLP

BRI E FS:
Tate * Snyder * Kimsey Architects has announced the

promotion of three Associates - Walter E. Estay, AlA, Shelly A'

Hayden, AIA and Shelly A. Lyons. Lyons is the first non-

architect to be named as an Associate in the firm. congratulations

to all.
There are also new partners at T.J. Krob. Thomas M'

Anderson, P.E., Ken Meechudhone, and Shelly Cannon have

been made partners in the firm. Congrats to you too!!

Steve Drottar (formerly Drottar & Associates) has

announced his new partnership with Kris Barker, SE to form

Barker Drottar Associates, LLC Struclural Engineers'

Kathy Brandmueller, P.E., C.E.M. has joined the staff at

Converse Consultants, as Proiect Manager in their Reno office'

Ninyo & Moore has been awarded a two-year, on-call

contract with the Las Vegas Convention and Visitor's Authority to

provide miscellaneous materials testing and inspection services'

We had quite a birthday celebration for Lora Peluso on

February 13th. She has moved to California to be closer to her

family and for those who would like to stay in touch her mailing

address is #7 Commodore Drive, Apt. #357, Emeryville, CA 946-8'

1670

REMINDER: PLEASE PAY YOU DUES

lf you haven't paid your dues yet....please do so' lt's

March alreidy....and the Chapter is providing programs and events

that benefit all members. But many.'...especially our Allied

Members....have not renewed their membership yet'

Members who are not paid by March 1st will become

inactive, and will lose their member benefits including paid

attendance at all AIA Member Meetings, subscription to the

monthly Newsletter, free listings in AIA Nevada Directory,

discounted advertising rates, first notice of special events, and the

best industry networking tool in Southern Nevada'

So, if you haven't renewed your membership

yet....reactivate it today by sending your 2002 Dues payment to the

AIA Las Vegas office.

M
I

N

tlJ

o

,i*.*.q&..Ssldl I r:,rr



AIA NEVADA
PRESIDENT'S

MESSAGE
Mark Johnson, AIA

One of the constants in an

architecture office is the endless
discussion that occurs whenever a

new project is completed by one of
our fellow practitioners. Whether
we are complimentary or critical,
architects are never at a loss for

words to express our delight or disgust at the built environment.
Unfortunately this critical discussion that architects find so interesting
is rarely practiced outside the confines of our profession - especially
in the state of Nevada. There have been notable exceptions: last
year's 'Architecture Las Vegas' publications, and the demolition of
Reno's Mapes Hotel two years ago brought the fruits of our profe::ion
to a wider audience. I was beginning to think these were isolated
occurrences, until two separate events changed my thinking.

The first was an unsolicited opinion in the Reno Gazette-
Journal written by Mark Curtis, a local executive in an advertising
agency, complementing the Nevada Museum of Art for its commission
of a new facility designed by Arizona architect Will Bruder. At first I

was upset that the author called the project 'Reno's first legitimate
piece of contemporary architecture' and also claimed that 'we don't
really have any frame of reference here in Reno for great urban
architecture'. (The issue of the design architect being based out of
state is a topic for another time). But upon a second (and third)
read, I realized that Curtis was actually criticizing the clients who
commission the work for being too conserva ' e and focused only on
the initial cost. He used the example of .:re Sydney Opera House
and Guggenheim Bilbao to demonstrate the power of architectural
design to define a city - suggesting that the forward thinking
committee members of the Nevada Museum of Art envision a similar
situation for Reno. With a series of upcoming governmental projects
planned for Northern Nevada in upcoming years, I can only hope
that the discussion continues.

The second event was a conversation I heard while
browsing the shelves at a local wine shop. The man behind the
counter was discussing with another customer his desire to purchase
a piece of land. The customer was raising concerns about the cost
of new house construction and mentioned that if the homeowner were
to get an architect it would raise the cost per square foot of the
building. The conversation continued as they discussed adjacent
properties, building form, and even upgrading plumbing fixtures. By
the time I finished my shopping and approached the counter, the
customer had left. Since architects love to speak about our
profession, I told the clerk that l'd overheard the conversation and
recommended that he speak to an architect about the house before
dismissing it as an unnecessary expense. I mentioned that architects
are trained to solve problems like the sloping site, and views around
adjacent properties. I tried to explain that the knowledge the architect
brings to the project and the benefits of the improved design more
than offset the perceived additional cost.

My comments may not persuade him either way, but at least
I had an opportunity to speak architecture with someone outside the
walls of my office. Hopefully the advice he gave me on the wine will
be as helpful.

2OO5 AIA NATIONAL CONVENTION

AIA Las Vegas will host the 2005 AIA National

Convention on May 12-141h,2005. The Convention Committees

are being formed....activities are being planned....the countdown

clock is running.....
As of March 1st, 2002 there are ....

1,170 Days
until C Day!

2OO2 GRASSROOTS
ln February, the AIA Nevada delegation visited

Washington, DC to meet with our Senators and Representatives to

discuss issues affecting architects nationally and statewide. The

issues discussed and the positions advocated on behalf of Nevada

architects are as follows:

Building Security Through Design

AIA Nevada supports the Federal Government in placing

a heavy emphasis on enhancing the security of buildings and their
occupants through design.

Brownfields Redevelopment
AIA Nevada applauded legislation that has been passed

securing funds over the next several years for the remediation and

redevelopment of Brownfield sites. Our own Senator Harry Reid

was largely responsible for the passage of this initiative.

School Modernization

AIA Nevada supported Federal funding for school
modernlzation with specific modernization initiatives being decided
at the local level.

The Truthfulness, Responsibility & Accountability in
Contracting (TRAC)Act

AIA Nevada continues to oppose the TRAC Act, which
aims to limit private practice architects from performing work on

Federal projects.

Nuclear Waste Storage at Yucca Mountain
AIA Nevada expressed opposition to the storage of

nuclear waste at Yucca Mountain, and applauded the stand taken
by Senators Reid and Ensign in opposing it.
Higher Education

AIA Nevada expressed concern regarding the
opportunities for higher education in Nevada.
Energy lssues & Management

AIA Nevada expressed concern over the management of
energy resources in Nevada and the long-lasting impacts of the
power crisis of 2001.
Federal Taxes on Gaming

AIA Nevada stated our opposition to the imposition of
Federal taxes on gaming throughout the United States.

AIA Nevada will keep the membership posted on

developments in our National legislative efforts.
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SPANISH SPRINGS TIBRARY

Located just north of Reno, the site for

this branch library is a city park and

recreational development within the

growing bedroom community of

Sparks. This new park will include soc-

cer fields, tennis courts, a water park,

skateboard park, an indoor recreation

center complete with gymnasium,

swimming pool, and lockers, as well as

a community meeting {acility. Standing

as a "sentinel" upon entrance to this

park will be the LEO A DALY designed

Spanish Springs Library.

The library design incorporates historic

symbolism of the native Paiute lndians,

as well as early settlers to Northern

Nevada. This symbolism includes pet-

roglyphs depicting their history, as well

as architectural massing, representative

of the early structures that developed

from the area's silver mining industry.

Selected materials will be sustainable,

recyclable, and renewable; these

include wood, concrete, and indege-

nous stone, which will be quarried

locally for use on the building exterior

and interior. To decrease reliance on

electrical lighting, natural daylighting is

filtered and bounced through the heavy

timber roof structure. A geo-thermal

heat pump system will provide eco-

WASHOE COUNTY, NEVADA

nomical heating and cooling, and com-
plement the sustainable story that this

library has to tell.

Designed to be friendly and interactive,

the 30,000 square foot facility will
incorporate such community services

as computer training, specialized chil-
dren and adult services, meeting space,

and an open air amphitheater for out-

door story hours and community gath-

erings. A drive-up book drop-off and

pick-up will accommodate commuters

in this growing suburban area.

The heart of the library will be an open

lobby "Town Square" incorporating suc-

cessful trends from the retail industry,

such as a Coffee Bar, a Book Store, a

Teen Town, and a Virtual Reality

Center. Self-service book-sorting sta-

tions and self-service check-out areas

will further enhance the interactive

environment.

LEO A DALY has associated with

Hershenow + Klippenstein Architects

for this project,
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