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THE 2OOI AIA NEVADA SILVER MEDAL
AIA Nevada is pleased to announce that Raymond l. Lucchesi, AIA has been selected
as the recipient of the 2001 AIA Nevada Silver Medal. Presentation will be made at
the AIA Ncvada Desi6,n Awards & Distinguished S.ervice Awards Banquet on
Saturday. October llth,200l. Con6ratulations to Ray and our thanks [oryour
contributions and dedication to the profession, the community and the Chapter
throughout the years.
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AIA LAS VEGAS

PRESIDENT'S

MESSAGE
DAVID FROMMER, AIA

PRESIDENT, AIA LAS VEGAS

All of us in Southe rn

Nevada were deeply troubled,
shocked and saddened by the

un imaginable attacks that
occurred on September ll,

2001, in New York, Washing,ton, DC and Western Pennsylvania.

Having resided in two of these three places for much o[ my life,
the magnitude and breadth of these tragedies hold a special
meaning. All of us can share in the deep sorrow that so many

innocent people lost their lives in such a senseless and

destructive act. I also believe that as design professionals and

those related to the design profession, we feel an added sense o[
sorrow that such meaningful and important architectural icons

that were a part o[American society wcre damaged or lost.

I am certain we will be made stronter through our
response to these acts and our perseverance in rebuilding our
confidence and the built environment so injured by these acts. lt
is with amazement that I watch the spirit o[ giving, and assistance,

which the country and much of the world has broug,ht forth.

lndividuals and organizations of all types have lent their
assistance and support to help those in need in every way

imaginable. Talk is already circulating about rebuilding the World
Trade Center and repairing, the Pentagon, with the creation ol
memorials commemorating those lost in the attacks and those

who displayed heroism and bravery of the highest order in helping
those affected.

I sincerely hopc that wc conlc close r as a nation in these

events, ever vigilant to protect our freedoms. our symbols and

our citizens from those who wish to dcstroy them. As architects
and thosc in the design profession, lam looking forward to the

profcssion continuing to crcatc evcn treater architecture that
shows just how great o[a nation we are and expresses our
immcnse pride in our national values.
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NEW AIA MEMBERS:
We are very pleased to welcome these new members

to the AIA Las Vegas Chapter.

Associates:
Mike Corrente, Assoc. AIA

Westar Architectural Group/NV., lnc.

lhab El Badaway, Assoc. AIA
Ber6,man, Walls Associates, Ltd.

Allied:
Christopher Attanasio

Poggemeyer Design Croup
Paul Gomes

Hoffman Video
Kristen Peterson

Las Vegas Sun

Allie Smith
C.W. Driver Contractors, lnc.

David Sosa

Creative Metal Sol utions

Ron Vollmond
Clark & Sullivan Constructors

B RIEFS:
Congratulations to fose and Melissa Gamez on the arrival of

lsabella Camez...their beautiful 5 pound 8 ounce baby girl, born on

September 7th, 2001.

Cong,ratulations also go to Mike Purtill, Assoc. AIA who has

iust passed his ARE and will be registered as an architect at the next

meeting of the Nevada Board of Architects, lnterior Design and

Residential Design (NBAIDRD).

R & O Construction s Las Vegas office will manage two new

major shoppin6 center proiects. The first is the new Sand Creek

Crossing Shopping Center Proiect in Brentwood, CA. The center is a

243,722 sq ft. project located on a 23 acre site. R & O is also

beginning construction on the Grand Mesa Center in Grand lunction,

CO. This center is 202,000 sq-. ft. on a2E acre site. AIG Baker

Shopping Ce nter Properties of Birmingham, AL is the developer.

Kleinfelders Daniel S. lones, StaffProfessional in the

Environmental Department, has reccntly acquired his Certified

Environmental Manager certification from the Division of
Environmental Protection.

Ninyo & Moore provided the design geotechnical services

for the Vista to Northwest 230 kV Transmission Line proiect in Clark

County and Nyc County.

The Rev. loe Carroll, President of MASH Village and Dean

Collins, Vice President of Development received a donation from

Kcvin Parsons, President o[ Parsons Bros. Rockeries.

I hc AIA Las Vegas forum is edited and produced
ntonthly by Rand-y Lavigne. fxecutive Director, AIA Nevada ,/
AtA la.s Vc'gas. Responses to content are welcomed. tditorial
and aCrerlising ntalcrials are due to the AIA office Qf lhe lOth

ctI cac'h ntonth. preceding publication.



AIA NEVADA

PRES ID ENT'S

MESSAGE
ED VANCE, AIA
PRESIDENT, AIA NTVADA

September I l, 2001
Thinking never seemed so hard as it
did on that day. The process of sifting through information to arrive

at conclusions, o[ reflecting on what one knows to arrive at what one

believes - all that seemed impossible .

ln place of thought I had only a flood of images and

emotions. I tried to concentrate on one thing and my mind would

race on to another thing and then another as iI someone was rapidly

scanning the channels o[a television that my mind had become.

For the first time in longwhile I had difficultly articulating

how I felt. Everyone around me had a burning desire to describe a

tragedy so immense that words seemed flat and inadequate as soon

as they were spoken.

The only word that came near to capturinS, the g,ene ral

feeling that everyone felt was 'Unreal'.

But it was real. Unbelievably real.

ln the days that followed we struggled to get back to some

semblance o[ normalcy. And we did. As hard as it was for all o[
us. . ..We did.

On S@nHlSh our small band of AIA leadership

embarked on our flight to our regional conference in Yellowstone

National Park in Wyoming. lt was one of the few conferences that

was not cancelled within the institute and there were many

cancellations. And despite the mixed feelingwe had about going, I

believe we were all glad we did.
The Wyoming Chapter led by Randy Byers, AIA did a

terri[ic job orchestratin6 one o[ the most pleasant conferences I

have ever attended. C€rtainly holding the conference at such a

beautiful lodge within one our nation's National Parks didn't hurt.

Our regional business meetinE was held on Monday the

l7't and we elected a new secretary, Ned White, AIA of Colorado. I

am quite confident he'll do an excellent job. Our thanks go out to
Dennis Humphies, AIA of Colorado, who served us well as our

regional secretary for the past twoyears.

The New Mexico leadership made a delig,htful

presentation of their plans for nextyear' regional conference in

Albuquerque. They bore gifts for all and stated that contrary to

popular beliefyou will not needyour PassPort to visit New Mexico.

I am personally looking forward to this conference nextyear.

The theme of thisyear's conference was that of Low-Tech

vs. Hi-Tech solutions as they relate to the design tools o[ our

practices. The speakers included, lim Franklin. AIA (from Cal-Poly),

lim Leggitt, AIA (from RNL), and Scott Lockard (of Lockard Creative).

These g,uys were terrific in their Presentations and made the g,ap

between the old and the new technologies much smaller but no

less dynamic.

The conference was topped off with an excellent awards

protram on a cool Tuesday evening at the Yellowstone Lodge Hall.

Nearly 100 people were in attendance at this semi-formal banquet

to witness thisyear's Honor & Design awards Protram.

And. the recipients of thisyear's Honor Award's are

Marvin Sparnes, FAIA Colorado - The Silver Medal

RNL of Colorado - Regional Firm Award

Tina Cobble of AIA Arizona - The Award o[ Distinction

As for thisyear's Design awards, a lury of three recognized l9

projects from over 200 submittals from our six state retion. And of

those, Nevada took home two awards and they were:

A Merit Award in the Built Category to : Luchessi Calati

Architects for the Clark County Wetlands Park lnformation Kiosk.

And a Citation Award in the Un-built Category to :

ericStrain, Architects for the Mesquite Heritage Museum and Art

Cente r.

With that the convention was over.

Having been insulated from current events for nearly a week

we traveled back to our homes reminded once again of the tragedy in

New York and lwill share withyou the statements that our National

President lohn Anderson, FAIA delivered to us earlier that week.
"New York and Washington were forever chan6ed on September

llth. They tried to destroy our confidence but thel'failed. They only

succeeded in bringing, us closer together. We will survive this and be

stronger for it".
He then thanked our entire regional comPonent for our

perseverance in having our conference in the face o[such adversity.

We 6,ave him a standing ovation and I'm sure I saw a tear in his

eye. He was tired. lt was very moving. I was glad I was there.

AIA NEVADA DISTINGUISHED
SERVICE AWARDS

The jury for the 2001 AIA Nevada Distinguished Service

Awards protram met on August Slst and selected the recipients for

these prestigious awards in all seven categories. The iury consisted o[

Patrick Rehse, FAIA, (Phoenix, AZ), Terrance Brown, FAIA,

(Albuquerque, New Mexico) and Phil Gerou, FAIA' (Evergreen

Colorado).

This year, the states highest honor, The Silver Medal

is awarded to Raymond l. Lucchesi, AlA. Actively supportive of

the AIA in Nevada for the last fifteenyears, Ray served as Ptesident in

l9E7 and the has been a guiding force in organizing the Las Vegas

and Nevada Chapters. He has been instrumental in developing the

UNLV School of Architecture and assisted in achieving accreditation

for the school in 1998. Ray is a strong advocate for the profession

and for bettering the Las Vegas communities.

The Architecture Firm Award will be presented to

RAFI. Robert (Bob) and lane Fielden are principals of this firm that

has consistent!y produced distinguished architecture for a period of well

beyond tenyears, in addition to their commitment to the AIA and

service to the pubic.

The Nevada Servlce Award will be presented to David

Frommer, AlA, currently serving as President of the AIA Las Vegas

Chapter and President-clect of the AIA Nevada Chapter. This award

is presented to the individual who has contributed significantly to the

profession throug,h their service with the American Institute o[

Architects. (Continued on page 9)

III



ITI
AIA WMR AWARDS PRESENTED

A total of nineteen proiects from the Western Mountain
Region were selected to receive award recog,nition at the annual AIA
Western Mountain Region Conference , held thisyear in Yellowstone.

Two o[those outstanding proiects were byAIA Nevada members, and

are featured here. The Clark County Wetlands Park Information Kiosk

designed by Lucchesi Galati Architects was awarded a WMR Merit
Award, and The Mesquite Heritage Museum and Art Center, designed

by ericStrain Architecture, received a Citation Award.

The Mesquite Heritage Museum & Art Center

The new 4000, s.f. facility incorporates materials and

construction techniques from the adjacent Desert Valley Museum, built
during the YPA protram by Mesquiteyouths and completed by area

adults. The new center builds on the ideas behind the museum to
create conrplimentary forms to unite the existing museum and the
proposed art centcr. Building on the historical richness o[the museum,

the desir rr ri poi?rcs materials scnsitive to the existing structure,
appropr:. . ; : 'r thc envirclnnrent and the historic nature of the complex.
A weathered steel roofwraps the classrc , I facili]while hovering, over
the river rock screen wall built by the ,i, ' ;runi!. The galleries are a

combination of rammed earth construction, feature gallery, and

weathered steel, secondagr gallery and administration. The icon of the
complies is the perforated copper skinned silo sitting in the courtyard.
The silo will serve as a water collector / recycling component which will
fill the courtyard with sound. An operablewall of the silowill allow
evening performances as the silo serves as a state. The court is
ptysically enclosed through a mesquite reed wall.

Daylighting is incorporated into the feature gallery through a

large expanse of g,lazing on the south. Serving as a 'window display" for
the exhibition, the degree of litht which enters the gallery is controlled
through a pivoting wall.

The Wetlands Park Information Kiosk was approached as one of a

series of structures (kiosk, comfort station, picnic areas, gateway,
and trail markers) to be built b;,volunteer labor, in a single day.

These amenities are located at the head of a new trail system
meant to provide access to the wetlands located along the Las

Vegas Wash-the Las Vegas Valley's primary drainage . The wash
is home to a variety of flora and fauna and has suffered neglect
over theyears. lt is part of a new effort to protect and restore the
valley's wild places and to provide new recreation and learning
opportunities for a burgeonint community. From the beginning,
the primary issue to be dealt with in the design oI the kiosk and
associated structures was a sense of clarity-clarity of purpose,
concept, and construction. The design of the kiosk sought to
provide she lter and accommodate a number o[ interpretive
information panels to be added later. At the same time, it needed

to be respectful of its context-natural and cultural.
The simple material palette was chosen to harmonize
with the Erasses and reeds o[ the surrounding
wetlands, as well as to reflect the change ofweather
and passage oftime. The pressure treated lumber
picks up on the subtle tones o[ the surrounding
vetetation, while the corrugated steel panels reflect
light and colors of the environment as they change

throughout the day and throughout theyear. The
forms of the kiosk and othe r structures are meant to
recall the basketry and dwellings o[the native
inhabitants of the Valley. The woven walls and roof
reflect the simple construction techniques that
allowed the early residents of this place to utilize the
simple materials available to them. They were able to
fabricate shelter and other useful items from the very
meaEer resources at their disposal. Since all ofthe
structures were to be built by unskilled or semi-
skilled volunteer labor in the course of a single day,

the design of the structure relies on a very simple kit
of off-the-shelf materials, which cost Iess than $1500.
Bolted connections, a repetitive building module, and

simple forms helped to foster a sense of clarity and
make the structures logical and easily constructed.
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VISIT THESE

2OAI AIA LAS

Booth # Exhibitor
#l - laynes Corporation
#2 - lvey Engineering & Construction Services, lnc.

#l - Sun Tunnel

#4 - Daktronics, lnc.

#5. 6 & 7 - Offices Made.../ ArchiTexture
#8 - lCl Dulux Paint Centers
#9 - Arcadia

#10 - Architect Search

#ll - Trus loist
#12 - Ceiling,s Plus

#13- Sherwin-Williams
#14 - lnternational Solid Surface Fabricators Association

(rssFA)

#15 - Cold Spring Granite Company
#16 - Mechoshade Systems, lnc.

#17 - l.L. lndustries / Samson Products

#18 , Zumtobel Staff Lightin8,

#19 - Winona Lighting
#20 - E-Terra

#21 - ArcusStone
#27 - New Horizons
#23 - SASC, lnc.

#24 - Carmel Building Products

#25 - Mercury /LDO Reprog,raphics

#26 - Sika Corporation
#27 - Lovington lndustries, LLC

#28 - L.A. Steelcraft Products, lnc.

#29 - Custom Architectural Designs, lnc.

#30 - Executive Specialty Contractin6,

#31 - McGraw-Hill / F.W. Dodge

#32 - C.R. Laurence Co., lnc.

#33 - LaserPhoto.tv
#34 - Avonite, lnc.

#35 - Omega Products lnternational, lnc.

#36 - Muraspec North America
#37 - lsolatek lnternational
#38 - Watson Bowman Acme Corp.

#39 - TrusSteel

#40 - Ford Audio Video Systems, lnc.
#41 - Crace Specialty Buildint Materials

#42 - lntegrated Marketing Concepts
#43 - Revit Technology Corporation
#44 - Martin - Harris Construction
#45 A-l Steel Fence Co., lnc.

#46 - Crossville Porcelain Stone

#47 & 48 - Southwest Cas Corporation
#49 & 50 - Sugatsune America, lnc.

#51 - Allied Building Materials

#52 - Trex Company, lnc.

#53 - CETCO - Volclay Waterproofing Products

#54 - Creteseal

FINE EXHIBITORS AT THE

VECAS PROD UCT SHOW
Sponsored by Modernfold of Nevada, LLC

Wednesday, October l0th,3PM - 9PM, Riviera Grand Ballroom
GET C.E. CREDITS & WIN CASH PRIZES TOO!!!

!

o
m

(,

Booth #Exhibitor
#55 - lnternational Stone

#56 - Lanton Associates
#57 - Parsons Bros. Rockeries

#58 - Opulence Studios, lnc.

#59 - Rain Master lrrigation Systems

#60 - Klein and Hoffman. lnc.

#61 - Accent Awning Company

#62 - American lnsurance & lnvestment

#63 - Atlas Carpet Mills, lnc.

#64 - Dunn Edwards Corp.

#65 - Schirmer Engineering Corporation
#66 - Pinnacle Distribution Concepts / DuPont Corian /

DuPont Zodiaq
#67 - Compass Concepts, lnc.

#68 - Hufcor Airwall
*69 - Frazee Paint

#70 - Seccurity Hardware

#71 - Zinsser
#72 - Modernfold of Nevada, LLC

#73 - Quick Crete Products Corporation

#74 - MonierLifeTile, LLC

#75 - Cultured Stone

#76 - Advanced Coating, Technology, lnc.

#77 - Affordable Concepts. lnc.

#7E - Office Furniture USA

#79 - Arizona Tile

#80 - R&O Construction
#81 & 62 - Creative West, lnc.

#63 & 84 - Vista Paint

#85 - Lerch, Bates & Associates - Elevator Consultin6, Croup

#86 - Ameristar Fence Products

#87 - Laticrete lnternational
#8E - McElroy Metal, lnc.

#89 - Stantec Consulting, lnc.

#90 - Ledcor lndustries. lnc.

#91 - Sun Ports lnternational

#92 - Fiberglass Specialties, lnc.

#93 - lnternational Window Corporation
#94 - Trespa /ARC.. lnc.

#95 - Nana Wall Systems

#96 - Acoustical Products, lnc.

#97 - Crabber Construction Products

#98 - CSR West, LLC

#99 & 100 - Executive Door ComPanY

#l0l - lR Security & Safety

#102 - Emser Tile & Natural Stone

#103 - O'Hagins, lnc.

#104 - Aaccess Services o[ Nevada

#105 - Craphix Zone
#106 - Vinotemp lnternational Corp.

#lO7 - Hutti6, Building Products
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