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The second annual AIA lntern Design Competition was based on the challenge to

design the bus stops that are anticipated for the new BRT System on the Las Vegas Strip.

Seven excellent entries were received and were iuried by Robert Fielden, FAIA, Robert A.

Fielden, lnc. (RAFI), leff Roberts, AIA , Lucchesi Galati Architects, and Regional Transportation

Corporation's Principal Planner, David Yancy, Senior Engineer, David Swallow, and Public

Information Coordinator, Heather Curry.

The recipient of the $1,500.00 AIA Traveling Scholarship is Robert Tayco, lntern at

Dekker/PericVHolmes/Sabatini. The presentation boards for this comPetition are on display

in the UNLV Architecture Studies Library.

MAY2 00

NEWSLETTER



III
AIA IAS VEGAS
PRESIDENT'S

MESSAGE
DAVID FROMMER, AIA

PRESIDENT, AIA IAS VEGAS

This month brought us the
deadline for the Second Annual AIA
Las Vegas lntern Design Competition.
The competition thisyear centered on
a theoretical design for a bus shelter for the new Bus Rapid
Transit (BRT) system to be implemented by the Regional
Transportation Commission of Southern Nevada. (RTCSN) A
special thanks goes out to Dwayne Eshenbaugh, Assoc. AIA,
lntern Director of the AIA Las Vegas and Heather Curry of the
RTCSN for their diligence and hard work in organizing and
administering the intern design competition. Special thanks
alsc qo out to all the interns who entered the competition and
tne .crn design competition iurors who gave their time and
efforts to this worthy protram.

The intern design competition proved to be of great value
to the AIA Las Vegas and the RTCSN. This partnership provided
valuable theoretical insight into the issue of designing functional,
communi!l-minded and service-oriented BRT bus shelters for the
citizens of Southern Nevada. The AIA Las Vegas and the RTCSN
both received valuable benefits from this protram due to press
exposure for the community partnership and for intern
investigation into an issue of wide ranging communi$r significance.
We look forward to more partnerships of mutual benefit in the
future. Look for the press exposure on the intern design
competition on Channel 4 and Channel l0 in the coming months.

The AIA Las Vegas also held an exceptional March
membership meetint at the Sahara West Library focused on
ethics in the profession of architecture. Our esteemed speakers,
Dana Cuff and Carth Rockcastle, FAIA presented an
enlightening and engaging protram which hopefully will
continue critical thought on this issue among the membership.

I had a chance to speak with Eric Anderson, AlA,
former AIA Las Vegas member about ethics in the profession.
Eric stated vociferously, while indulging in a fourth snifter of
twelveyear-old Glenlivet, puffing on his Romeo and lulieta
Torpedo and lounging in his red velvet smoking iacket, "l am
delighted the AIA Las Veg,as held a program on ethics in the
profession of architecture. I firmly believe there is no room for
ethics in the profession of architecture. I demand the AIA take
all funds used towards the investigation of ethics in the
profession and direct them towards the study of sheep
reproduction in the Republic of Belize."

Eric is currently Director of Planning for the City
College of New York and is developing a cable access television
show, titled "Stump Eric Anderson." Eric will take the questions
o[ callers and promises to answer any or all questions. lf unable
to answer a question, Eric will provide the caller with an item of
his pe rsonal sheep paraphernalia as a reward for the difficult
question, delivered by Eric in a sheep costume. ln response to
this cable access television concept, the City of New york has
threatened to suspend all public access cable operations in the

fines of New York City.

Note:
The AIA Las Vegas accepts no responsibili[ for the

statements made in the second half of this president's address.

Furthermore, the second half of this president's address was

written with the president under extreme duress, due to pressure

to complete the address by the AIA Las Vegas staff.
Please forgive any inaccuracies, blunders, insults,
misrepresentations, faux pas, derelict statements, outraEeous
fabrications, deranged proclamations, demented exaEEerations,
wicked assertions, insane declarations, erroneous allegations,
bemused dictums, maniacal manifestos or paranoid
promulgations.

NEW AIA MEMBERS:
We are very pleased to welcome these new members to

the AIA Las Vegas Chapter.

Architect:
Tim Blish, AIA

Timothy Blish Architect
Alan Blum, AIA

Alan Blurn I'r-hitect
Robin Caulfield, AIA

f MA Architecture Studios
Martin Harpster, AIA

Martin-Harris Construction, lnc.
Sabrina Phillips, AIA

Swisher & Hall, AlA, Ltd.

MarkZwagerman, AIA
TSA of Nryada, LLP

fusociates:
Kim Hardy, Assoc. AIA

C&B Nevada, lnc.

lanet White, Assoc. AIA
UNLV School of Architecture

Brian Wolfe, Assoc. AIA
Swisher & Hall, AlA, Ltd.

lanelle Wright, Assoc. AIA
HCAArchitects

Allied:
Christy Cunningham

PClGroup

NOMINATIONS FOR

ELECTION TO THE BOARD
Areyou one o[our future leaders? Doyou know

someone who is....or would like to be7 Start thinking about it.
Service on the AIA Board of Directors is very important in helping
to build the Chapter, the community and the profession. We need

interested, committed members with a vision for Las Vegas and the
future. lfyou'd like to be a part of the Chapter s leadership and
contributeyour ideas and enerty in making a better place, let us

know. Nominations for election to the Board will begin in
May...with the election in luly and August. Service on the 2002
Board begins with induction at the December meeting.
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ARCHITECTURE IAS VEGAS
The premier issue o[ "Architecture Las Vegas" was such

an overwhelming success that we are already planning the next
two issues. The 2001 Winter issue will be published in November,
and will be followed by the 2002 Spring issue in May nextyear.
The AIA Editorial Advisory committee is already hard at work
determining the content and the look of the next two issues. The
committee consists of David Welles, AlA, lose Gamez, Assoc.
AIA, Steven Van Corp, Assoc. AIA and Randy Lavigne.

The November issue will focus on public proiects,
specifical!y schools, from elementary level through universities. lf
your firm is involved in argr CCSD proiects, additions or public
proiects of kind, we'd like to know about it. lfyou'd like to provide
photos and information onyour proiects for consideration by the
editorial committee, please contact Randy Lavigne at the AIA Las

Vegas office - E95-0936. And, now's the time also to planyour
advertising space in Architecture las Vegas. Those of you who
advertised in the premicr issue will soon be contacted and will
have an opportunity to secureyour advertising space at a special
rate. Subscription base and distribution in bookstores across the
country is increasing, soArchitecture Las Vegas provides excellent
exposure foryour firm.

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE
Fred Hillerby, ALA Lobbyist

As of Monday, April 23'd, there will be six weeks left in the
7l't Session of the Nevada Legislature. April l6th was the last day

for bills to be processed by the first committee of iurisdiction. lf
the bill was not processed, it was indefinitely postponed by rule.
The legislative Counsel Bureau estimates of the approximately 1,200

senate and assembly bills introduced, over 300 were killed by either
motion or rule. There are approximately 300 bills in the money
committees because they will have an effect on the budget. Many
of those bills will not survive. That leaves approximatetj 600 bilis
still being processed by the legislature.

Next Friday, April2T'r, is the deadline for bills to clear
the first house. The senate and the assembly will be in general
session most of next rveek as they try to process those 600 bills. lt
seems as though the vast maiority required amendments. Bill
drafting is trying to process all of the amendments so that the bills
can be voted on before Friday night's deadline. Following are
highlights of action on a number of bills that we are-following for
the AIA:.
A.8.72 - This was lohn Marvel's bill concerning document and

ownership and died by rule on Monday, April l6'h.

A.B.l33 - This deals with construction defects and has a provision
in the bill allowing for a "certificate o[ merit" for design
professionals prior to any litigation. This bill is still alive,
but there is some question as to the final,form that
construction defect le6,islation will take this session.

A.8.467 - This legislation would have deregulated the practice of
interior design. This bill also died on April l6th.

5.8.6l - This is the design-build legislation for this session. This
bill contains recommendations o[ the interim study
committee that reviewed design bills. Architects continue
to be designated as members of a design-build team when

the construction of buildings is involved.
S.B.30l- This is the legislative proposal by the State Board.

This bill will be the vehicle for their other bill. A.8.539.

BRIEFS:
Bon' four Monsieur Bach-e-lorl According to

Las Vegas Life Magazine, (April lssue) Kevin Kemner
(Tate ' Snyder *Kimsey) is one of the 'Most Eligible'
.... Mon dieu' and oh, ho, ho....'zee luclgl ladies of Las

Vegasll
Fri^ Chrifursr, AA - Welles Pugsley Architects

- is off to Russia. He and his wife are transporting handmade
quilts and teddy bears to the underprivileged in Russia. He'll
also be checking in with the Russian architects and will bring
back news on their "UAR" - Union of Architects of Russia!

Carpenter Sellers has remodeled the UNLV
Bookstore. The 10,000 square foot expansion to the UNLV
Bookstore will double the size of the existing store, and will
allow UNIV to expand their offerings and will provide a more
aesthetically pleasing, look to the space. Carpenter Sellers was

also selected to provide the masterplan for the new 45-acre
city park planned on Buffalo. CSAs masterplan includes
lighted tennis courts, lighted regulation size football fields
and open turf football fields. There will be one concession

facility with restrooms and -storage; two group picnic shelters

with tables and barbecues, iogging/walking trails and a water
play area. The park is scheduled to open at the end of this
summer.

Nade! Architects has been busy this spring. Uri
Ben Shimon and Gary Montoya participated in the Third
Annual Henderson Chamber o[ Commerce 'Children of thc
Arts' program. Both were responsible for creating a hands-on

activity for the students of Aggie Roberts Elementary School.
Developed by the Henderson Chamber o[ Commerce, this
protram helps to increase children's awareness to the arts. Uri
and Gary helped children create buildings with the usc of
m ini-marshmallows.

Uri Ben Shimon and lennie Simpliciano also
participated in 'Box City'an educational protram designed

to teach children about the styles and structure o[
architecture, the concepts of community planning and most

importantly, the value of being an responsible citizen.
Nadel has also announced that Ben Canizaro, AIA

has been promoted to Associate Vice President and Drew lsley
has been promoted to Associate. Congratulations to both.

Ninyo and Moore performed the design

geotechnical evaluation in support of Poggemeyer Design
Group for the Las Vegas Spring Preserve (IVSP). The site
inflrastructure will serve the proposed LVSP Visitor's Center,

Desert Living Center, Nevada State Museum and Historical
Society and other public buildings and facilities.

Congratulations to f MA Architecture
Studios for being the first recipient of the NAIOP
.FIRM 

OF THE YEAR'AWARD.

The AIA Las Vegas Forum is edited and produced
monthly by Randy Lavig,ne, Executive Director, AIA Nevada /
AIA Las Vegas. Responses to content are welcomed. Editorial
and advertising materials are due to the AIA office by the lOth

of each month, precediny publication.
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AIA GROWTH
COMMITTEE
t\lichrel Crrrse. Al,A

The qrouth committee continues to trapple with the

definitit'rn o[ sustainable gronth as it pertains with the

conrmittee's policr statement regarding'Assumption of
Sustainable Economic HealtVGrowth' by Gary Congdon.
Follorrinq discussion. the suggestion was made that the following
draft statement submitted b_y David Frommer be considered as

the ct'rmmittee's polic_v statement regarding Sustainable Crowth.
The statenrent reads.

The AL\ Las Vegas Chapter advocates the
intplententalic'tn of strategies that will support well-planned and
sustainable gro*'th in Southern Neuada. Well- planned and
sustainable grot'th includes consistent economic 1rowth and
ecrrnornic opportunily for all citizens: the protection of
environmental qualit-v assels, resources, the eflicient use of all
rcJry 166'5 in the development of the built environment and the
suri . ,r tilfrastructure to be implemented, and the availability of
cornntunitt' resources to all citizens, including, but not limited to,
parks. schools, libraries, communig/ centers and community
recreational facilities. Well-planned - i ,ustainable growth
stratesies are fundamentally linked to limited increases in

development impact fees. Limited increased in darclopment
impact fees w,ill ensure the viability of well planned and
sustainable gron'th in Southern Nsada for the benefit and access

of all citizens.
This statement will be rwiewed and edited as needed

and discussion will continue at our next meeting. Gary Congdon
noted that acceptint this statement will allow the committee to
address smaller topics regarding Economic Growth and other

important issues.

Discussion regarding the committee's policy on

Transportation was tabled until our next meeting. Several

additional ideas surfaced regarding this issue which will be

debated next month.

With regard to the question of the 'Need for a Unified
Master Plan", Michael Crowe and Dick Danielson provided an

initial list of the areas o[ concern for al] southern Nevada entities.

It uas agreed that the list o[ areas of concern should be adiusted as

follou's:

l. Air Qtality
2. Transportation Systems

3. Parks & Trails

4. Areas of Population Concentration
5. Coordinating Coverning Bodies and Ag,encies

6. School Development and Site Procurement
7. Police & Fire Services

8. Views, Natural Features

9. Energsr Usage and Availability

Randy Lavigne noted that on 4/25 she will have the

opportunity to present a statement regarding the AIA Crowth

Committee activities to Mayor Oscar Goodman. Committee

members r,,ill prepare this letter before this meetint.

UNLV UPDATE
Michael Alcorn. Al,\

It has been my pleasure to

serve as Director of the UNLV School

of Architecture for the last sixyears. I

have been fortunate that during my

tenure the AIA and the professional

design communities have adopted the

concerns of the School as concerns o[
their crun. The School could not exist

without the support of the design professionals and l, both

personally and on behalf of the School, thankyou for all the

manifestations of support that have been demonstrated by the A[4.
I hope that the dovelopment of the School has enriched the

profession and the practice ofArchitecture here in Las Vegas and

Ne/ada.

The School encounters a completely n6^, set of challenges

from those when I assumed the directorship in 1995 and it needs

enertetic new leadership to meet those challenges. Full ofgreat
memories but completely without retret, I step down as Director at

the end of this academicyear. Dean feff Koep, who has been a

godsend o[ a Dean and architeciurc advocate at UNLV will organize

a national search for a new Director. Dr. Koep has assured me that

the professional communi! will participate in the search. Dr.

Robert TraE, currently Associate Dean of the College of Fine Arts,

will serve as lnterim Director until the new director is identified in

arly 2OO2.

Thanks again for allyour suPPort. You made my iob so

very much easier and enioyble.

BRT IDEAS COMPETITION
We would like to commend all who participated in the 2nd

Annual AIA las Vetas lntern Design Competition. Entries were

submitted by Chad lackson & Dario Roth, Adrian lones, Daniel

Chenin & foseph Campanale, Wade Takashima, Robert Tayco, foseph

Hunt, Christopher Fenton and Kasey Baker-Benoit, and all were

iudged to be outsbnding in their originali! and presentation'

This-years comPetition was based on the presentation of

innovative ideas for a new bus stop shelter for the proposed BRT

System (Bus Rapid Transit), which will provide expanded service to

riders and fit within the context of the Las Vegas strip.

The iury convened on Monday, April l6th at the RTC

offices in the Clark Coun! Government Center to roriew the

presentation boards. The recipient of thisyears $1,500.00 AIA

Traveling Scholarship is Robert Tayco, architecture student at UNLV

and intern at Dekkerz?erich/Holmes6abatini Architects.

Presentation was made at the April 25th AIA Membership Meeting'

Rene Abaca', recipient of lastyears ALA Traveling

Scholarship traveled to Tenochtitian and Teotihuacan in Mexico and

presented slides and comments regarding his travel experience.


