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AIA IAS VEGAS
PRESIDENT'S

MESSAGE
DAVID FROMMER, AIA

PRESIDENT, AIA IAS VEGAS

This month has brought about
the release of the premier issue of Architecture Las Vegas

magazine, the first installment of what promises to be a long-

term partnership publication for the AIA Las Vegas and the

Creenspun Media Croup.
This high-quality publication immediately places Las

Vegas on the national stage of architectural publications. lt is

most exciting that our city, and the statewide work represented in

this publication, has a voice that speaks with authority and does

justice to the broad range of work and critical thought taking

place in our region.
Media outlets have had such .t stront focus on the

exceptional casino and entertainment arcl:itecture that Las Vegas

has rarely been portrayed as a city which also engages in

architecture o[ more common civic activities. Architecture Las

Vegas has provided a forum of discussion on the architecture o[
Nevada and the cultural forces that help to shape the built
environment o[ Nevada.

However, this discussion is iust forming. With all of the

success and credibility this publication will surely bring us, this

national voice will further demand that Las Vegas deal with the

issues o[ development of place in the twenty-first century on a

grand scale. With all of our world-class entertainment

architecture and the architecture that serves the local population
come issues o[ environmental, economic and social euality.

How do we deal with air, water and noise pollutionT

How will Las Vegas address issues o[ public value such as mass

transit and redevelopment of a struggling downtown

infrastructure? What does urban fabric mean in contemporary

culture? How do we support the notion o[ economic and social

equity in our quest to develop the Model City of the twenty-first

century?

Clearly, no perfect solution has been created for these

issues, among many others. My sincere hope is that forthcoming

issues o[Architecture Las Ve6,as will engage in further discourse

so we may challeng,e ourselves to enact policies and practices

that lead contemPorary critical thought and action in these

arenas. ln this discussion, Las Vegas may offer insight into these

issues with other communities which look to Las Vegas on how to

deal with the broad range of challenges facing us all in the

[uture.

NEW AIA MEMBERS:
We are very pleased to welcome these new members

to the AIA Las Vegas Chapter.

Architect:
William Smith, AIA

MGM/Mirage Design GrouP

Allied
Guy Gugino

Nevada First Bank

Marcella Miller
Arizona Tile

Marvin Miller
Burke & Associates

loseph Vassallo
Paddock Pools of Nevada
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AIA NEVADA
PRESIDENT'S

MESSAGE
ED VANCE, AIA
PRESIDENT, AIA NEVADA

One of the most important
benefits of AIA membership isyour
legislative representation on the local, state and national lEyels. As the
collective voice of the architecture profession, AIA Narada makes sure
that the architects concerns and interests are heard by key decision-
makers at all lwels and in the private sector. Members and firms profit
by our lobbyists' legislative sawy and diligent monitoring of regulatory
matters affecting the profession.

The AIA Annual Grassroots Leadership and

Legislative Conference will take place on Wednesday, February
14, through Saturday, February 17, at the f.W. Marriott Hotel,
Washington, D.C.

The conference will feature an increased emphasis on
AIA legislative issues, workshops on leadership and component
operations and management, and information on AIA proEram
initiatives. National issues of concern include TRAC Legislation,
Tax incentives for redevelopment, School Construction and
Brownfields.

Your Nevada representatives will be calling on Senator
Harry Reid and newly elected Senator lohn Ensign, as well as

Representatives lim Cibbons and Shelley Berkley to speak to them
directly about these and other issues in Nevada that impactyour
practice.

A[A Legislative AITairs Day - on Thursday, March 8th, ALA

Las Vegas and AIA Northern Norada will unite as'AL{ Ne\rada" and

members of our boards will travel to Carson Ci$l to speak to our
Senators and Assembly representatives. We will discuss the important
issues scheduled to come before this Le6,islative Session.

This is very important work. lt is important too, that we

show strength and uni$. We welcome any and all members to join us

in making our presence knor,r,n in Carson Ci9/. lf you would like to be

a part of Legislative Affairs Day, contact me or Randy Lavigne at ALA
Nevada. The cost ofyour airline ticket will beyour own butyour lunch
will be provided...you'll be in good company.....andyou'll be helping

to do the important work of the Chapter.

The topics of particular importance during this legislative
session are Design-Build, ADA Administration and Compliance,
Tort Reform lszues, Certificate of Merit lssues, Document Ownership
New Business Taxes, Qualifications Based Selection, Lien Rights and
Homeowners'Association Suits. AIA Nevada has drafted "position

statements" on each of these issues and they are arailable throug,h the
Al,\ office.

Hope to seeyou in Carson Ci$l.

WHAT'SUP!!!
Besides our regular Membership Meetings....Klai::f uba

Lectures...and social s/ents, here's a quick overview of some maior
Chapter activities coming up in 2001.

AL{ Intern Design Competition - Currently underway

ALA Scholarships - Awarded in April. See Scholarship

Committee for number and criteria.

AL{ Elections to the Board - Nominations taken in lune.
Election held in August.

ALA Summer Design Lecture Series - Begins in fune.

ALA Narada Design Awards - Call for Entry out in lune,
Submittals due in September. Iury and

Presentations in October.

ALA Product Show - Booth Space currently being sold.

Holiday Design Competition - Call for entries in

September. Al,tards in December.

lnterested in any of these activities? Call AtA Las Vegas - 895-0936

AIA CENTRAL
Cot a question aboutyour membership...your national

dues....c.e. credits....your PlA.....anything at all. CalI AIA Central

800-AIA-3837. The newly created "lnformation Central" desk is

operational, making it easier for members and the public to get

information about the lnstitute and the profession.

AIA IAS VEGAS WEB SITE
The website for AL{ Las Vegas is currently being

dweloped. lfyou have ideas or suggestions regarding the

information to be available on the site....how it can be best used.....

or links to other sites, please contact R. lavigne at 895-0936, or

rlavig,ne@aianwadal.org

The AIA Noada website is up and running. In addition to

basic Chapter and Calendar information, the site features the

winning proiects from the 2000 AIA Nevada Design Awards. The

image of each proiect, with firm identification and award, changes

oirery 15 seconds in a continuing cycle.

There are also links to ALA National, AIA Northern

Norada, the WMR site, the Norada Board of Architects, lnterior

Design and Residential Design, and the UNLV Architecture Studies

Library.

The AIA Las Vegas Forum is edited and produced

monthly by Randy Lavigne, Executive Director, AIA Nevada /
AtA Las Vegas. Responses lo content are welcomed. Editorial
and advertising materials are due to the AIA office by the l1th
of each month, preceding publication.
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AIA GROWTH &

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS
Michael Crowe, AIA

The Growth committee is actively working to develop
our Growth Policy Statement Booklet. At our fanuary meetint
several Policies were discussed. Chuck Kubat, AIA presented
"Pedestrian Friendly Streets" and " Las Vegas/Highway

Construction." Following discussion, it was decided that
"Pedestrian Friendly streets" would be presented to the AIA Las

Vegas Board for approval at their February meetint. The "Las

Vegas Beltway/Highway Construction" statement will be edited
and presented to the Growth Committee in February.

Carol Richardson presented her draft of the "AlA

Transportation Policy". The term 'rail service' will be changed to
'rapid transit'. Additionally, each member of the committee
agreed to review the statement and provide comments so that it
can be edited and reviewed at our February meeting. All
participants agreed Carol has made great strides toward
final izing this statement.

Gary Congdon, AIA presented a draft of "Assumption of
Sustainable Economic Health/Growth". We were all impressed by
Gary's passion for the subiect. lt was determined that the
American Planning Association (Polly Carolin) and ULI should be
consulted on this subiect. Gary will continue his research and
the committee will aid in re-drafting this statement. Cary has

tackled a very large topic.
' Michael L. Crowe, AIA and Dick Danielson, AIA will
discuss the issues regarding a unified valley development plan.
Additionally, at Steve Swisher's (AlA) suggestion, Terry Murphy,
President of Strategic Solutions, will present "Politics of
Crowth". And, as usual topic updates will occur.

We are a very active committee working on serious
issues for Architects in the Las Vegas Valley. We invite any AIA
Member to ioin the troup as there is much work to accomplish.
Please contact Randy Lavigne ifyour have interested in helping
us - 895-0936

STATE OF THE STATE
Governor Kenny Guinn's State of the State Report is

available for review on the Nevada website www.state.nv.us and

click on the Covernor's pate.

Porrick (Pol) Dcputy, CSl, CDT
Architeclurol Represenlotive

FRAZEE PAINT & WALLCOVERING

Mobile.7O2.461 4O75
e-moi I : pdeputy@f rozee. com

5280 South Volley View, Suite D
Los Vegos, NV 891 I 8

702 895 9800
FAX702.597 5200

FR/7ZEE

MAYOR GOODMAN'S
STATE OF THE CITY
SUMMARY
Edited from State of thc City Summary, broadcast live
on KC[V TV, Channel 2 on lanuary 9th, 2001

On fanuary 9th, 2001, Mayor Oscar B. Coodman
delivered an upbeat report on the state of the city, recounting a

year that saw maior protress in developing, downtown, improving,

residents' quality of life, dealing with growth and stressing fiscal

responsibil ity and accessibi lity.
At the same time, the mayor challenged the community

to step forward to help the city address complex social concerns

and urged the private sector to do more.
'We had to make downtown a place where people want

to live, shop, run businesses and go to school. That task was this

council's chance to make a difference. We would have to develop

residential opportunities with retail components. We would have

to diversi! our economy with ventures which would succeed in a

city environment - such as high-tech, multimedia, biomedical

- and form alliances with the school district and universi!
system to ensure a qualified base oi cmployees could service

smart industry."
The city is well down that path. A centerpiece of

downtown revitalization is the acquisition of 6l acres west of
Glitter Gulch. The city has put out a request for qualifications

from prospective developers the world over. Dozens of inquiries
have been fielded and proposals for that site are expected in

March. The mayor said he wants a proiect that wili cause peopie

to "tasp" in awe when they see it.
Numerous other proiects have been completed or are

underway downtown (see downtown synopsis).
"The slgrline is changing,- the mayor noted. "Cranes are

humming. Steel is in the ground."
One important downtown Proiect could be the location

of a new Metro substation on East Fremont Street - thanks to a

$750,000 redwelopment trant announced by the mayor today

and arranged by Congresswoman Shelley Berkley.
"This would accomplish two PurPoses: Providing a

police presence, which will enhance our revitalization Process
and at the same time freeing uP the wonderful Fifth Street School

property, so it can be suited to our downtown dreams,"

Coodman said. That site is home to the current downtown

substation, as well as UNLV's downtown camPus.

The mayor said the city has done much to improve

resident services and quality of life.
"Of primary importance to me in our quest to improve

our quality of life are our efforts to infuse and support culture in

our community," Coodman said. "Who would have thought ayear
a6,o that Las Vegas would be on the cutting edge of global

culture?" The mayor pointed out that Las Vegas has been chosen

as the nation's first City of Asylum for persecuted writers.

Representatives of the Smithsonian Institution also have visited

Las Vegas and have pledged to work with the city. The mayor's

toal ts to bring to Las Vegas part oi ti,c Jmiths<rrriair roilcuiiuri,
which would be housed in the Post Office building located on

Stewart at Third Street. That same building also could house an

art college and be surrounded by downtown's first maior park.



The mayor added that the Union Pacific company has

dedicated land downtown for a cultural arts center. "We

anxiously await the private sector to present a financial package

which confirms the viability o[ such a worthwhile proiect," he

said.

The city has sought a maior expansion of its park
facilities. The City Council approved a $25 million bond issue

that will fund numerous new parks and rehabilitate many older
ones.

A matter of perhaps Ereater public safety concern is that
of Yucca Mountain."... IHlaving been privy to reports of alle6ed

improprieties in the process wherein the site is being evaluated,

which if true could border on the criminal, I have instructed our
city attorney to evaluate the filing of a lawsuit whereby the city of
Las Vegas would enioin the Department of Energy from

recomnrending Yucca Mountain as the nation's high-level waste

dump and will ask the council to officially rati! this action at our

public council meeting,"
Planning is important in dealing with the city's growth.

"We are seeking an effective mechanism to accomplish the

annexation of land. We are maintaining planning standards for
the fast-growint areas like Town Center, Summerlin and Peccole

Ranch and are trying at the same time to Protect the integrity of
the more mature areas."

The city is looking to improve transPortation, too,

including "alternate means of transportation to the Northwest"

and extending the Strip monorail downtown, Goodman said. The

city is also working with the state to expand U.S. 95.

Goodman noted that he has accepted the chairmanship

of the Southern Nevada Regional Planning Coalition. "l

anticipate we will develop a long-range plan for the valley similar
to our own 2020 Plan. We will seek regional cooPeration to

promote governmental efficiency and cost savings and we will
join in an approach to address and solve air quality issues...

"The more difficult areas - if we are toint to make a

difference - are to solve, not iust to manate, the social issues:

the problems with education, health care, the abused and

battered, the homeless, chronic inebriation, mentally ill, our

seniors' well-being, the issues of the ptyrsically impaired," To

address these challenges, we cannot do it alone. There must be

partnerships - interlocal, with non-profits and with the private

sector. Everything is circular. The societal problems intertwine

with the bricks and mortar and the quality of life issues."
"We have a rare opportunity here in the in the city of Las Vegas.

We are postured to build on an already strong foundation for a

better future for ourselves and generations to come, by

revitalizing our neighborhoods, diversiling our economy,

planning for growth, rebuilding the central core of our city and

taking, care of those less fortunate than we are."

Not everything has been to the mayor's satisfaction.
"Perhaps my only disappointment is with the many in

the private sector who are the beneficiaries of our quality of life
and our efforts to make Las Vegas a world-class place to live,

who have not done their fair share to co-Partner with us for the

well-being of the whole of the community," Goodman said.

Still, the mayor said he is enthusiastic about the future:
"Las Vegas is in a constant state of change, always moving

fonvard, but also remembering that which got us where we are

today. Our respect for tradition, combined with a willin6,ness to

reinvent ourselves, has bee n our formula for success."

DOWNTOWN LAS VECAS
PROIECT SUMMARY

l) The city gained title to the 6l-acre Lehman Br.s. land
on Dec. 26, 2OOO. A request for qualifications has been
sent to prospective developers nationwide. The process of
sel.ecting prospective developers and defi ning timelines is

being developed.

2l The city is working, to tain a l0-acre parcel of land at

the north end of the Union Pacific ProPerty for a hi6,h-tech
business park and accelerator [or new businesses.

3) Ground was broken on two maior aPartment and

restaurant-retail complexes on Thursday, Dec.2l' 2000.
They are the 5l-unit L'Octaine at Las Vegas Boulevard and

Gass Avenue and the 276-unit Kirby Lofts. Each proiect
was [unded with private activity bonds allocated by the city
and redevclopment atency monies'

4) The first Class A office building in a quarter century
broke 6round at Lewis and Fourth streets earlier this year
Denver-based Pauls Corp. is constructint the edifice
known as City Centre Place.

5) The new Lloyd D. George Federal Courthouse opened at

Las Vegas Boulevard and Lewis Street in 2000.
6) The courthouse will anchor a new pedestrian
thorough[are along Lewis.

7l American CityVista has closed escrow on land for
Villages within Cities-tyPe housing at Washington and

Rancho and is looking to develop other urban land for
housing,.

S) Mayor Goodman has been working, with U.S. Sen'

Harry ReiC to obtain the Post Office building and former
federal courthouse on Stewart Avenue at Third Street.
Goodman has proposed using the architecturally
significant building to house a collection from the
Smithsonian Institute and perhaps to house an art school

9l A 320-unit single-room occuPancy development
called Campaige Place opened March 20,2000' at

Stewart Avenue and Eithth Street.

lO) A UNLV downtown camPus has been established at the

historic Fifth Street School.

ll) The city has acQuired the First Baptist Church on

Bridger Avenue at Ninth Street, which will be used to
establish an Asian/American Downtown Community Center

l2l A 150-unit facility was acquired and rehabilitated and

made into the Las Vegas Residence Halls for veterans at

525 E. Bonanza Rd.

l3) A $25 million renovition is underway at the Bank of
America Building on Bridger Ave.

l4) Ground was broken on the Neonopolis entertainment,
retail and restaurant complex on Dec.l2, 2000.
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