
NEWSLETTER
AIA LAS VEGAS A CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS

to theThe orderly Transfer of office: our thanks to Eric strain, AIA for his service
chapter as President during 2000, and congratulations and welcome to David
Frommer, AIA who will fi ll the office for 2001. See pages 4-5

The 2001 AIA Las Vetas Board of Directors:
President: David Frommer, AIA

. President Elect: Brandon Sprague, AIA
Director of Financial Resourccs: Todd Vede lago, AIA

Director of Scholarships: Mike Anderscn, AIA
Senior Director: Dale Scheideman, AIA

Senior Director: Steven Richardson, AIA
lunior Dircctor: Larry Staples, AIA
lunior Director: Simon Kim, AIA

Education Director: lose Gamez, Assoc. AIA
lntern Director: Dwayne Eshenbaugh, Assoc. AIA

Associate Director: Alfredo Al.cantar, AIA
Allied Director: Carol Coleman
Past President: Eric Strain, AIA
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AIA IAS VEGAS
PRESIDENT'S

MESSAGE
DAVID FROMMER, AIA
PRESIDENT, AIA IAS VEGAS

A newyear has begun for AIA
Las Vegas and we find our organization
in a strong position to capitalize on opportunities for service to
the membership and to the communi$1. Eric Strain, our
'multifaceted- past president, has set the stage for some
substantial developments, and the 2001 Board o[ Directors has
planned a stellaryear of programs and events.

Members can look fonvard to the publication celebration
party for the upcoming inaugural issue of Architecture Las Vegas
magazine, as well as protrams to include design lectures, panels
regarding conducting business/providing professional services in
Nevada, a growing continuing education offering and a rapidly
developing intern design competition. Members can also look
fonvard to one of the strongest architectural scholarship protrams
in the nation, an established high-school outreach./scholarship
proEram, an entirely new and more efficient sponsorship proEram,
the always well-conceived and well-produced design awards
proEram, and the ever popular golf and puttint tournaments,
amonE other education, social, professional and business
development protrams and events.

While I may fail to list all of the exceptional programs
and events AIA Las Vegas will be producing or supporting, I would
like to invite all members to participate thisyear. Particular care
has been taken to present the membership with a broad range of
protrams and events that will satis! a wide range of interests.

Furthermore, this organization truly reflects the interests
and participation of its membership. I encourage all ofyou to
choose a proEram committee or event development team that is of
personal or professional interest toyou, so thatyou may assist in
shaping the programs and events in a way that meetsyour
particular needs.

Please accept my sincerest gratitude for allowing me to
be of continued service to the chapter. I hope to continue the
tradition of vital and devoted leadership to the membership that
has been established by my esteemed predecessors. I arn also
looking, fonarard to continued fellowship and cooperation with the
many dedicated members who selflessly give their time and enerEy
to ensure the growing success of the AIA Las Vegas.

NEWAIA MEMBERS:
We are very pleased to welcome these new members

to the AIA Las Vegas Chapter.

Architect:
Patrick Batte', AIA

City of Las Vegas
Don Chandler, AIA

Park Place Entertainment
Christopher Larson, AIA

D ekkerzPe ri chlH o I m es/S abat i n i

Sheldon Steinhauer, AIA
Bergman, Walls & Associates, Ltd.

Associate:
Cynthia Betancourt, Assoc. AIA

MGM/M|rage Design Group
Allied:

Alex De Castroverde
Collins, Collins, Muir & Traver, LLP

Stephen Olson
Drage, Olson & Tiet Law Offices

BRIEFS:
As we begin this newyear we have reason to CELEBRATE

AND CONGRATULATION many of our members.

CONGRATUTATIONS to Eric Strain,Al{, ericStrain

Architects, upon being selected to design the Lynn Bennett Early

Childhood Education Center on the UNLV campus.

CONGRATUTATIONS to Windom Kimsey, AL{ and to Bil,

Snyder and weryone at Tate & Snyder for becoming Tate, Snyder,

Kimsey Architects,
CONCRATULATIONS to Michael Crowe, ALA and to IIVA

Architecture Studios. Michael has moved to llvlA to head their
Government Proiecs Studios.

Also, Converse Consultants has announced that Cregory

Fehr, Senior Proiect Manager of Metallurgr will be providing training
to the Panama Canal Engineering staff in Panama Ci!l, Panama under

a contract initiated by the American Sociery of Civil Engineers

(ASCE).

Aupruca,N Ii{sunq,NCE & Irwusrurvr
LORA J. PELUSO, C.P.C.U.

Branch Manager
Email: lora@pclv.com

2820 W Charleston Blvd. Suite D-32 o Las Vegas, NV 89102
Phone: (702) 877-1760. FAX: (702) 877-0937



AIA NEVADA
PRESIDENT'S

MESSAGE
ED VANCE. AIA
PRESIDENT, AIA NEVADA

As I enter office thisyear, I will
naturally be reporting toyou during the
next l2 months on our ongoing legislative affairs efforts (the primary
function of the AIA Nevada). ln addition I plan to work closely with
both local Chapter Presidents and the Executive Directors to promote
a more productive and informative state chapter for all members.

During the past severalyears our three chapters have been

working more closely together than ever before and our state chapter
has taken on what I view as the three most important statewide
responsibilities that will further uni! our state efforts.
They are: L The AIA Nevada Awards Program, 2. The AIA Nevada

Web Site, and 3. The AIA Directory.
As many ofyou already know, our local chapters will host

the AIA Nevada Awards protram during alternatingyears. This past

year was our first endeavor and the Northern Nevada Chapter did a

terrific iob hosting the program in Sparks, Nevada. This year,
President David Frommer and AIA Las Vegas will have their work cut

out for them trying to top lastyears event. This program comprises
the AIA Nevada Desig,n Awards as well as the AIA Nevada Services

Awards.

The AIA Nevada Web Site was successfully created and

launched late lastyear. You can visit it atwww.aianevada.org. lt along
with the Northern Chapter's website and the future AIA Las Vegas'

website will be hosted by a common provider (Bidiwa). This common

provider will ensure a consistency in presentation and a continuity
in the information provided. lt will contain current events, schedules,

a listing o[ the current board of directors and committee chairs and

provide links to our local, regional and national chapter's web sites

as well as a link to the Nevada State Board of Architecture's web

site.
Finally, the AIA Directory. Thisyear, thanks in large part to

Randy Lavigne, the AIA Directory is bigger and better and will serve

the entire state membership more comprehensively than ever before.

It is scheduled to be out sometime in early February. This is somethin6,

that I am personally looking fonvard to with great anticipation.
With theyear 2000 now safely behind us, I believe we can

all look fonvard to a prosperous and fruitful newyear. I refer not

only to our practices but to the business of our Chapter as well. I

want to take this opportunity to not only thank lastyears entire board

for their diligent efforts, but to express my sincere respect for last

year's President, Angela Biggotti, AlA.
She not only provided this chapter with the excellent

leadership we've come to expect from her over theyears, but she did
while starting a family. Congratulations Angela. I'm confident this

pastyear's events have brought new meaning to the word " Balance"

for her.

ln closing, I look fonvard to beingyour President for the

year 2001 and pledge to continue the balanced and productive efforts

of the last administration. Happy New Year.
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IAS VEGAS CHOSEN FOR

2OO5 AIA NATIONAT
CONVENTION

At the first meetint of the 2001 AIA National Board of
Directors, Las Vegas was chosen as the very first "wild card"
lcication for the ALA National Convention in 2005.

Only four cities are designated as National Convention

sites, howerrer, the Board has voted that wery fifthyear a 'wild card"

cill will be selected. During a brief 90-second presentation at the

National Board meeting, na,rrly elected WMR Director, Brad Schulz,

ALA stated that, 'it is only right that the first'wild card" ci$ should

be Las Vegas." Evidently, the'.vhole Board agreed, because e/en

though our competition was stront - Miami and other maior resort

locations - when the vote was taken, Las Vegas won by a landslide.

This is a great honor for the Chapter and will certainly

tenerate national attention for our ci$r and its architecture. We will

need the enthusiastic support o[ all members to plan and Present
the most fabulous Alr{ National Convention fler. loin the "task

florce" now. Contact Randy Lavigne at 895-0936.

foHN D. AI{DERSON, FALA

TAKES OFFICE
John D. Anderson, FALA, of Denver was inaugurated as

theTTth president of the AIA during ceremonies held December

2nd at the Organization of American States building in Wahsington

D.C. Anderson succeeds Ronald L. Skaggs, FAIA and will represent

more than 66,500 members of the lnstitute through 2001.

ONE NUMBER TO CALL FOR AIA
The AIA has created a new "lnformation Central" desk to

make it easier for members and the public to get information about

the lnstitute and the profession. One number - 600-AtA-3837 - is

allyou need to know.

NEW AIA MEMBER NUMBERS

ASSIGNED
The AIA has a new membership database system.

Because it requires a shorter series o[ numbers than the prwious

system, all AtA members will have new membership numbers. You

will findyour nelv number onyour membership renewal invoice

which was mailed at the end of 2000. You will receive a new

membership card whenyou renewyour membership. Although the

AIA/CES files have been updated with the new numbers,you can

still accessyour transcripts using the old number.

rII



III
AN ORDERLY TRANSFER OF OFFICE?

ln our nation s capitol, an orderly transfer of the most powerful
ofTice in the world is undenruay....and so too, here in Las Vegas. lts out with
the old and in with the new...though our "political viewpoints" are perhaps

not as explosive as those in Washington. But, when we transfer office....
we do it right!!

The AtA Holiday Celebration and lnstallation of the 2001 Board of
Directors was a fabulous affair. The Aladdin Grand Ballroom provided a

excellent location and the dinner was nothing short of a tourmet delight.
ln addition to recognizing and thanking all the members and

sponsors who made our 2000 a treatyear, there were many additional
highlights during the ouening.

Newly elected WMR Director, Brad Schulz, AIA announced that
Las Vegas has been selected as the first "wild card" location for the AIA
National Convention in 2005.

Ed Vance, AIA officially took office as President of the AIA
Nevada Chapter for 2001.

The newly elected Directors of the Las Vegas Board were sworn

into office and toasted with champagne. We gratefully acknowledged the
years of service provided by the retiring members of the 2000 Board - Curt
Carlson, AIA, Eddie Cervantes, Assoc. AlA, Anthorgi Young, AIA and Ed

Vance, AlA. -- and welcomed the 2001 Board members.

David Frommer, AlA, 2001 ALA Las Vegas President, announced
his engagement to Heather Curry.

And, finally....the surprise tribute to Eric Strain, AIA
brought tears o[ laughter to our eyes. David Frommer's photo essay

on Eric's diverse and many, heretofore unknown, talents was a fitting
and funryl recognition o[ Eric'syears o[ service to the Chapter. 

,

Pamela Anderson Lee appreciates Eric Strain's
man_y talents and cong,ratulates him on receiving
a littin6 tribute for his service to the Chapter.

Here's to a Ereat ye ar for us all! 2001 Board members
Dwayne Eshenbaug,h, AlA, Brandon Sprague, AIA' lose
Gamez and Mikc Ande rsen, AIA
drink a toast to the newyear.

David Fromnrer AtA accePts the President's Savel from
now Past Prcsidcnt, Eric Strain, AlA.

Clamourous People !!!
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Many 6lamorous nrcmbcrs and guests
attended this gala celebration.

Glamourous People!!!

Glamourous Pe oPle!!!
Mr. & Mrs. less
Holmes, FAIA
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